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I ntroduction

Have you ever asked the LORD for anything? There was a man who was a thief. He had
stolen so much in hislifetime that the Roman government felt he shoud be put to deah. They hurg
him ona aossto deright along side of Jesus. This man, having lost al hopefor thislife, knowing
he was abou to de, turned to Jesus and said, " L ord, remember me when You come into Y our
kingdom!" (Luke 23:42,NKJV). Jesus said to hm, " To day you will be with Me in Paradise!"
(Luke 23:43,NKJV).

Jesus knew that man was athief. Jesusknew hewas hated by all men. No oreliked that thief.
The Roman government even pu him to deah. BUT, he asked the LORD! AndJesus sid," Today
you will bewith Me in Paradise!" It doesn't make any diff erenceto Jesus, what you reve dorein
your life. It doesn't make any diff erenceto Jesusif thewholeworld hatesyou. If youask Him to help
you He will !

BUT, what abou the other man onthe aoss? Why didn't Jesus say to hm also, " Today yau
will bewith Me in Paradise!” Only because the man DID NOT ASK. Jesuswould have recaved
him if he would have asked Him!

Therewas ablind man whocameto Jesus. Jesus said to hm, “W hat wilt thou that | should
dountothee?” (Mark 10:51). Theblindmansaid,” Lord, that | mayrecavemy sight.” Jesusgave
him badk his sght. The only thing the man asked Jesuswas, “ L ord, that | may recevemy sight.”
Jesus didn't ask him if he had been good. Jesus didn't ask him if he did anything wrong in hislife.
Jesus didn't say, first youmust dothisor that! Jesusdidn't redly carewhy hewasblind. Jesusheded
him BECAUSE HE ASKED.

Therewasaman who hed a dhild that was passessed by evil spirits. Thisman cameto Jesus
andsaid,“ Master, | beseet theg look upon my son: for heismineonly child” (Luke9:38).Then
hesaid, “1 brought him to thy disciples, and they could not cure him” (Matt. 17:16). Jesus said,
“Bring him hereto Me” (Matt. 17.17,NKJV). Jesus cast out the spirits, heded the dild, andgave
him to hisfather.

Jesus didn't ask thefather, haveyousinned? Haveyou dore dl thingsacwrdingto the Bible?
AreyouagoodChristian? No, Jesusjust said, " Bring him hereto Me!" AndJesushededthe child.
Wasthe dild perfed in any way? Wasthe ciild withou sin? Jesus never asked anything of the man
or the dnild, al Jesus said was " Bring him hereto me,” and Jesus heded the dild.

There is nothing too hard for Jesus. Thereis nothing He will not do for thase who come to
Him. If we ask Him, Hewill doit for us. It doesn't make any diff erenceif we ae athief onthe aoss
aperson dind from our youth on upaparent with a diild pessessed by evil spirits, etc., Jesus will
deliver us if we ask Him. The LORD gave us His Word. Gods Word is true. The LORD never



promises to doanything withou being willi ng to doit. The Bible says in Joel 2:23," Whosoever
shall call upon the name of the LORD shall be delivered." Peter said, " It saysin the book of
Jod . . .Whosoever shall call upon the name of theLord shall be saved" (Acts 2:16,21]). Peter
said he was quaing what Joel said. The words saved and delivered mean the same thing.

Whatever you reed! No matter what has happened in your life! No matter if you are being
put to deahfor steding, blind, a under theinfluenceof spiritsthat causeyouto dothingsyou knav
you shoud na do; no matter what it is, ASK the LORD! He will DELIVER you! Hewill SAVE
youl

Why doesn't Jesus care what you have dorewrong in your life? Why will Jesus dowhatever
youask Him?It'spartly becauseit iswrittenintheBible, " ...TheLamb slain from thefoundation
of theworld" (Rev. 138).

The LORD, even before man was creded, committed Himself to pay the priceon Calvary
for ALL OUR SINS. Jesus did this for the thief, for the blind man, for the sonwho was possessd
with evil spirits; andHe did it for YOU TOO!

Everything you will ever receve from Godis based uponthe cmmpleted work of Jesus on
Calvary. There aeno"goodworks' that youcan addto what God hesalready dorefor youin Christ
Jesus that will help youreceve " whatsoever you ask!"



THE LOVE OF GOD

Godislove! Godloves everyone! Yet, God daesthings for some people that He doesn't do
for others. Why isit? Why does God, who loves everyone, dothings for some people and nd for
others?

A simpleway to answer that questionis; Godisknown by some astheir Father, others know
Him only as God.

Most people do nd understand that when they are born into this world they are not related
to God. All who are born into this world are related to Adam, bu not to God. Everyone born into
thisworld isborn of theflesh, bu nat of the Spirit (John 35-7). All throughou the Old Testament,
noonewasrelated to God. They had fell owship with God. God dvelt among thaosethe LORD chase
as His people because of the obedience of afew who believed the LORD. But no ore was related
to God in such away that He was their true Father.

The LORD never stops loving any person who is born into this world. The LORD wil |
forgive any person who will come to Him for forgiveness The LORD will help anyone who will
cometo Him for help. Godislove, alovethat man canna understandwith hisnatural mind. A love
that does not dowickedly, nar pervert judgement; but isrighteous in every resped. Being that God
islove He does nat think the way we think. In Isaiah 558,91t says,

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the

LORD.

For asthe heavens are higher than the arth, so are my ways higher than your ways,

and my thoughtsthan your thoughts.

Being barninto thisworld in the flesh, and nd of the Spirit (John 36); we have aproblem
with our thowghts. They do nd agreewith the LORD'S thoughts. Our ways do nd line up with His
ways. Therefore, thereisonething we must doto see a bangein ou life. Wemust "Ask the LORD"
to receve us aswerecave Him, as our LORD and Savior.

Our relationship to God begins when werecevethelife of Godin usthrough the new birth.
God adopts us into His family by Jesus Christ when we receve Jesus as our LORD (Eph. 14-5).
Thisisa Spiritual birth. We recave anew spirit (Ezek. 3626-27).

We must first become related to God by receving Jesus as LORD. No oreisborn into this
world with anew spirit. Even if our parents are born again Christians (children of God), we aenat
born into the family of God kecaise they are. Each person, when they are born into this world are
born of the flesh. Jesus said to Nicodemus,



That which isborn of the flesh isflesh; and that which isborn of the Spirit is irit.
Marvel not that | said unto theg Ye must beborn agan (John 36-7).

Eadhindividua personmust receveJesusasLORD (John 111-13), in order to becomeborn
of the Spirit into the family of God.

Thesimpletruthtothisisin John 317.It says, " For God sent not his Son into theworld
to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved." Jesusis cdled the
second Adam, sent into this world that we might "through Him" receve aspiritual birth into the
family of God. When we receve Jesus as LORD, we enter into the family of God. When we dieon
this eath we go to be where Jesus is, in heaven, in ou new spiritual body. Our old physicd body
staysoneath. Weleave our old physicd body behind andtake off into heavenin ou new spiritual

body.

Tomakeit as sSmple ss Godcan, it saysin Romans 10:13," For whosoever shall call upon
the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

Thethief onthe aoss did this. Hesaid, " L ord, remember mewhen You comeinto Y our
kingdom!" (Luke23.42,NKJV). When thethief cdled onJesus. Jesusreceved him into peradise
that very same day. When anyone accets Jesus asLORD, Herecevesthem that very sameday into
the family of God. God becomes their Father, Jesus becomes their LORD.

Noticethough, the thief didn't ask Jesusto hed him, or bring him down from the aoss All
he asked Jesuswasto remember him when He entered into Hiskingdom. Jesus sidto hm, " Today
you will bewith Me in Paradise!" (Luke 23:43,NKJV).

When Jesus said to that thief, " To day yau will bewith Me in Paradise,”" it was couned
unto him as being born again into the family of God. God kecane his Father, and Jesus becane His
LORD, and Savior. Why? Becaise He ASKED!

If youare nat sureyouare one of Godsown children, o if youare not surethat Godisyour
Father, dowhat the thief onthe crossdid! Ask Jesusto recave you into His kingdom. Ask Jesus
to beacome your LORD and Savior.

To enter into the family of God, that God becomes your Father and Jesus beames your
LORD you must Ask.

For Jesus to become your Savior you read to confessHim with you mouth and believe in
your heat. Then youwill be saved. Romans 10:9,10says,

That if thou shalt confesswith thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine

heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.

For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness and with the mouth confesson

is made unto salvation.




To beaome ason (child) of Godit tellsusin John 111-13,

He came unto hisown, and hisown recaved him not. But asmany asrecaved him, to
them gawe he power to beaomethe sons of God, even to them that believe on hisname:
Which were born, not of blood, nor of thewill of theflesh, nor of thewill of man, but
of God.

Thiscan al be dorein ore simple prayer to Jesus Christ, the Son d God. But, YOU MUST
ASK, toreceve dernd life and ke saved. Onceyou ask, your nameiswrittenin" theBook of Life"
(Rev. 20112,15.

SAY A PRAYER LIKE THIS, OUT Loub:

"LORD Jesus, | knowthat You aethe Son d God.| know that You ded onthe aossfor me.
| know that God raised You from the dead.

Jesus, forgive me of all my sins, wash me dean in Your blood that | may be the
righteousnessof God in You. Thark You, Jesus!

Jesus, | ask Youto comeinto my life? Live Your lifein me! Let Your will bedorein me! Let
thewill of God bedorein my lifeasit wasin Your life. | surrender my life to You, Jesus!

Youlead me by Your Sgrit andl will foll ow to the best of my ahility. I will Ii vefor You dl
the days of my life, as Youlead me by Your Sprit.

| receve You naw, as my LORD, and SVIOR for all eternity. | will be with You here on
earth, andl will bewith Youin heaven, foreve andeve. | will giveYou dl the Glory, it isfor You
that | will li veforeve. Amen.”

Oncewe aeborn again o the Spirit, into the family of God we shoud get to knowv God as
our Father also. The Children of Israd only knew the LORD Godastheir God; andwhat agrea God
He was to them. Oh, hov much more shoud we know God as our Father, being born again of the
Spirit! When we receve Jesus into ou life & our LORD we become dildren of God. God the
Father remainsthe God d all credion, bu at that timein ou life Goda so beaomesour Father. With
our Father being God, we must always come to Him as littl e children (Matt. 183).

Yet, through it al, there is one thing we nead to doto receve from God all that He has for
us. That is, ASK, and RECEIVE! James sid it thisway " . . . ye have not, because ye ask not"
(James 4:2). Thisis one reasson why some receve from God and ahers do nd.



BELIEVE AND RECEIVE

When we ask the LORD for whatsoever we desire there ae two requirements that need to
be met; believe in the heat andrecave withou doult or unbelief. Youwill find referenceto these
requirements in the foll owing verses.

Mark 11:22-24 says,

And Jesus answering saith unto them, Have faith in God.

For verily | say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou
removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall
believethat thosethingswhich hesaith shall cometo pass heshall havewhatsoever he
saith.

Therefore | say unto you, What things sever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye
receive them, and ye shall havethem.

Noticethat Jesus said, " and shall not doubt in hisheart." Thereis adifference between
your heat and your mind. Y our mind can be dl messed upand you can still believein your heat.
Y et, the majority of time your mind centers uponthat which isin your heat. Jesus sid in Matthew
15:19, " For out of the heart proceel evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts,
false witness blasphemies.”

Therefore, it isimportant that we guard ou heat; that is, be very careful what we meditate
uponin life. Proverbs 4:23 says, " Keep thy heart with all diligence for out of it are theisaues
of life" Theisauesof life, al that pertainsto ou life proceals from our heat, na our mind.

The guarding of our heart is a subjed of its own, too large to cover in this book. But be
aware, it is our heat that will determine our relationship, fellowship, and eternal life with God.
Therefore, the believing must bein ou heat, na just our mind.

You can guard your heat, that the isaues of life flowing out of it will help you in your
believing and receving from God. Thisis dore by kegping your mind onthe Word of God, nd on
the circumstance Do na focus your mind on the things of this world. Bring your thoughts into
subjedion urto the Word of God by the help of the Holy Spirit within you.

Torecevefrom Godthat which youask, it must be done uponHis Word and nd uponyour
merits, or goodworks. Come to an uncerstanding; everything you have dore for Godis grea and
God keegps areaord of al the goodyou do.But it does nat count, andis nat taken into acourt by
Godwhen it comesto receving from God. That isto say, " all your righteousnessisasfilthy rags
before God" (Isaiah 646).




Youcanna be justified by your works, your good ceeds, or what you have dore for God.
Thereisonly onebasisfor receving from God; that is, our covenant, seded with the blood d Jesus
Christ. Everything you will ever recave from God is based uponthe cmmpleted work of Jesus on
Calvary. There aeno"goodworks' that youcan addto what God hesalready dorefor youin Christ
Jesusthat will helpyoureceve" whatsoever you ask!" Every time someonetriesto add something
to what God hes already dore for them they loose their reward.

At thesametime, gracedoes nat take the placeof obedience Every personmentioned inthe
Bible that every recaved anything from God, receved because of obedience Therefore,
disobedience can stop the flow of Godin apersonslife.

Pride, self-righteousness self-justification,self-worth,andall thingsconneaded with self, will
stop the power of God from working in your life. Thisismainly the reason Jesus dressed, denying
self. Youcanna eanyour way to recaving from God. Jesus aready paid the pricefor you.ITISPAID
INFULL, by the saaificeof Jesusonthe Cross Godwill not accept any over-payment. From theleast
to the greaest, the priceisthe same; " Paid in full, by Christ Jesus!"

There ae two main areas Pedficdly mentioned in the Word of God that will hinder the
LORD fromansweringyour prayers, urforgiveness(Mark 11:25-26), andjudging others(Matt. 7:1).
Judge yourself, andforgive othersjust as God hasforgiven you,and God will answer your prayers.

Whatever someone dse does canna help you (except the prayer of agreement). If youagree
with someone dse, you kecome apartner with them in what they are doing. Let your agreement be
with God,andthe Holy Spirit, na with aman or woman. At the sametime, God andthe Holy Spirit
work through people, members of the body of Christ. We must work together with Godin the body
of Christ, bu not foll ow ungodly adivities of persons within the body of Christ.

If we agreewith thasewho dsagreewith the Word of God we become partners against God.
Therefore, the Scripture says, " Come out from among them and be ye separ ate, saith theLord.
.." (2 Cor. 6:16). When thisis necessary, do nat beacome ajudge of what they are, or are nat doing.
Quietly leave, kegping your mouth closed, " bridleyour tongue” (James 3:2)." Judgenot, and you
will not bejudged” (Matt. 7:1).

There is a diff erence between judging ancther person a foll owing the leading of the Holy
Spirit. Judging is "presenting a cae before ancther (telling others, or making known your
asumptions or suppased faas)." Within the Dictionary definition o the word "judge” are the
following meanings, "to passjudgement uponanather; to criticize; to censure; to think; consider;
suppase.”

Following the leading of the Holy Spirit is "something determined within yourself, na
making it knownto athers." TheHoly Spirit knowsall things. Heknowswhen it istimefor aperson
to separate themselves and when it istime to stay and pray for the other person.



We must listen to the voiceof the Holy Spirit within usto determine within ouselveswhat
we shoud doin all situations. Thisis nat the same & judging. Determinations are dore in seaet,
within. Judging, is making known to athers. "Let God handle those who are out of line. That battle
isnat yours, it isthe LORDS!"

Our lives $oud at al times be a ontinuows changing from whatsoever is not pleasing to
God, to awak with God. Amos 3:3 says, " Can two walk together, except they beagreed?" Get
yourself in agreement with God and receve from Him all that He has promised in His Word.

Ask, whatsoever you will, acerding to His Word and you shall receive! For, whosoever
asks, recaves! (Luke 11:10).



GOD ANSWERSEVERY PRAY ER
PRAYED FROM THE HEART

Many people believe that God oy answers certain prayers at certain times, whenever it is
His will to answer. Some people believe God answers many prayers with asimple "NO!" Yet the
Bible containsthe answer to the question, "does God answer all prayers, andif so; when and hav?'

Aswe study the Scriptureswewill find God daesanswersall prayers prayed from the heat.
As Jesus taught us, " believe in your heart, and doubt not." If we pray from our heat, God will
answer. If wejust say idlewordsin doult and unkeli ef God canna answer. Godwill answer anyone
whoasksinfaith,"it makesno dfferencewhothe personis," or what they ask for "from their heat,
withou doult."

Taketheincident in the book d Joshua, Chapter two and six, concerning Rahab the harlot.
Rahab asked the two spies to save her and the members of her househadld. The Bible tell s us that
Rahab krew that God was with the dhildren of Israd.

Because that Rahab asked to be saved, she was saved. Not becaise she was a perfeq,
righteous, or awell li ked individual. No, as a matter of fad, she was a harlot. Had she been an
Isradite, she would have been stoned to deah. But God looks uponthe heat, na the outward
circumstance. Remember what Jesus said to the woman taken in adultery in John 83-15? He said,
"...Neither do| condemn thee go, and sin no more" (John8:11). Rahab believed in her heat
that the spieswould keep their commitment and save her and her househald.

Godwill answer every prayer prayed from the heat. Evenif the prayer iscontrary to thewill
of God,"aslong asit is goken or prayed from the heat."

The Children dof Israd turned their heat from foll owing the LORD whil e in the wil derness
It says, " And all the dhildren of Israel murmured aganst Moses and aganst Aaron: and the
whole congregation said unto them, Would God that we had died in the land of Eqypt! or
would God wehad died in thiswildernesd™ (Numbers 14:2). The LORD answered the Chil dren
of Israd, sayingto Moses, " Say untothem, Astruly as I live, saith theL ORD, asyehave spoken
in mine ers, sowill 1 doto you:" (Numbers 14:28). The dhildren of Israd, twenty yeasold and
upward ded in the wil derness just as they had spoken.

God daes answer prayers from the heat, bu not always idle words from our mouth. Many
times we say thingsthat have nored meaning behindwhat we say. We spek in doult, and unteli ef
and God daesnat hona that. At timeswe pray with douli in ou mind, bu our heat isin agreanent
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with God. "This doul is not from our heat, bu thoughts put into our mind to try to stop us from
praying or asking God." We must ask, to receve! (James 4:2)

Let me relate to you an example from my own experience On June 24, 1982| was at a
meding with anumber of others gudying, "the laying on d hands to hed the sick."

During the teading it was mentioned haw to chedk armsto seeif they are the right length
or nat. One of the people & the meding chedked her arms right away and foundthat one am was
shorter than the other by about three-quarters of aninch. She asked to stopthe tape sowe @uld pray
for the LORD to bring out her arm to the same length asthe other one. Wewaited urtil the tape was
over andthen we thedked everyone'sarmsfor proper length. There was one other personwhao'sone
arm was horter than the other aso.

We dedked their arms every way we wuld to be sure one was dhorter; that it was not just
theway they were standing. After being sure, they asked meto pray with them that their armswould
come out to the right length.

When they asked meto pray with them, in my mind | felt they were fodlish, after al, there
was a Pastor therewho | was sure auld doabetter job d praying than | could. | said to them, what
abou the Pastor here, why nat let him pray, he knows what to dd? But they insisted that | pray for
them.

In my mind | was sying "you people ae fodlish, if | pray nothing will happen.” | thought
there was no way with me praying that those amswould come out. After al, the Bible says" these
signs shall follow them that believe" (Mark 16:16,17). To me, that meant | must believe it in my
mind and ke totally convinced that they would acually come out when | prayed in order for them
to come out. Yet, | was one hunded percent positive in my mind that they would na come oLt. |
never prayed for physicd heding for anyone before thisand| was aure thiswould na work if | did

the praying.

| didn't tell them | was sureit would na work. After al, | was suppased to be abeliever like
therest of them. | had read what it said in Mark 16:17.1 knew Jesuswould nd lie, yet | was afraid
to tell them it would na work. So | didn't say anything to them abou me not believing in my mind.

| put my hands under the woman's hands as dhe stretched ou her arms toward me, and |
started to pray in the Spirit first. Then, after aminute or so of praying in the Spirit | was gill sure
beyond all doult that it would na work, bu | had to continue on. | went that far so | had to keep
going. | said, "In the name of Jesus, | commandthese armsto come out to the samelength, in Jesus
name." It wasn't easy to say thosewords espedall y whenin my mind | knew it wasn't going to work.

Oh! what a surprise when | watched the short arm come out to the length of the other arm.
In my mind| was saying, thiscannd be, it can na betrue. Yet, it cameout right in front of me. | was
standing there watching it come ot.
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Then theman cameto havemepray for him. Thistimel chedked hisarmsfirst, alittl e doser,
making sure, beyondall doult, that they were not the same length; that one was shorter than the
other. Now | had nochoice, | had to pray for his arm being he had just seen the woman's arm come
out. | wasonthe spat, | couldn't tell him that it would na work, even though | was sureit would na
happen a seacondtime, maybe once, but never twice Again | was one hunded percent sure nothing
was going to happen. | would pray andthey would stay the same, | was sure of that, yet | had to pray
for him. | was on the spat with no dher choicebut to pray like | did for the woman.

Once again | prayed, hdding my hands under his, | prayed in the Spirit first for abou a
minute or so; still not believing it would work, | said, "1n the name of Jesus | commandthese arms
to comeout to theright length, in Jesus name." Just like the woman's arm, hisalso came out to the
same length as the other one. Praise the LORD! Thank the LORD!

TheLORD answered theprayer, na acordingto my mind bu acaordingto HisWord, which
wasin my heat andin their heat. Their believing, and my praying, caused the LORD to befaithful
to HisWord. The paint to remember is, " We must ask!"

Whose prayer did the LORD answer, their's or mine? Who knavs? But onethingsis sure,
if no ane had asked, the LORD would na have responded and lengthened their arms. The LORD
answers every prayer from our heat, dorit let your mind get in the way, and nd pray.

How canweknow that Godwill answer our prayer when we pray? If we study the Biblefrom
Genesis through Revelation we will find that God rever changes (Mal. 3.6), there is not even a
shadow of turning with God (James 1:17). Whatever God said Hewould doin HisWord Hewill do.
Godisnot arespeder of persons, that is, He doesn't offer to dosomething for one personthat He
would nat do for ancther based uponthe same type of situation. By this we mean, if God dd
something for the gostles, or disciples in the New Testament He will do the same for you a |
becaise we ae dso uncder the same @venant they were.

Based uponthe requirements of the New Testament we will find orly two requirementsto
get our prayers answered.
(2) Is, ask the LORD ac®rding to Hiswill (1 John 514), believing and nd doulting in ou
heat (Mark 11:23,249.
(2) Isdo ot to have any sin, urforgiveness or judgement of ancther in ou heat (Mark
11:25,2§.
These aethe only requirementsto get our prayers answered.

There were simil ar requirement in the Old Testament under the old covenant. Searching the
whole Bible over you will find that every person who prayed to LORD under these @ndtions
recaved whatsoever they asked. Even those who were not under the old covenant got their prayers
answered. Take for instance Naaman, the Syrian army cgptain in 2 Kings 5:1-14. The LORD
cleansed him of leprosy even though hewas nat a dhild of Israd.
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Let usapply the two requirements to Naaman, the Syrian army cgptain. Thefirst part of the
first requirement is "acording to His (the LORD'S) will." What was the will of the LORD
concerning Naaman, the Syrian army cgptain? Jesus said in John 530," ...I se&k not mineown will,
but thewill of the Father which hath sent me." Whatsoever we seeJesus doing in the Gospels
would bethewill of Godthe Father. What would thewill of Godthe Father be concerning Naaman?
In 1 Timothy it tellsusto pray,

For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceablelife

in all godlinessand honesty.

For thisisgoad and acceptablein the sight of God our Saviour;

Whowill haveall men tobesaved, and to comeuntotheknowledgeof thetruth (1 Tim.

2:2-4).

Naaman was nat a king, but he was a man in authority, a cgtain o the Syrian army. The
Syrians caused many problemsfor the dhildren of Israd many times. Y et, it isthewill of the LORD
that " all men be saved,” thisincluded Naaman. It isthe will of the LORD " that we may lead a
quiet and peaceablelifein all godlinessand honesty."

By the LORD heding Naaman o lepersy, he was sved. He made a ommitment, saying,
"..for thy servant will henceforth offer neither burnt offering nor sacrificeunto aher gods,
but untotheL ORD" (2Kings5:17). First a mmmitment must be made, then the LORD can work
within an individual to change their heat that they nolonger serve other gods.

Theseoond mrt of (1) isthat theindividual must believe and nd doult intheir heat. At first
Naaman would na believe. At first, it says,
" Naaman waswroth, and went away, and said, Behold, | thought, Hewill surely comeout to
me, and stand, and call on thenameof the LORD hisGod, and strike hishand over the place,
and recover theleper" (2Kings5:11). Thenin verse 13it tellsus, " And his srvantscamenear,
and spake unto him, and said, My father, if the prophet had bid theedo some great thing,
wouldest thou not have doneit? how much rather then, when he saith to theg Wash, and be
clean?" When Naaman oleyed the prophet's command, and went and d pped himself in the Jordan
seven times he was heded o the lepersy (2 Kings 5:14). Pride neaded to be overcome, then
obedience The ad of obedienceisan indicaion d believing.

Part two (2) invalves sn, forgiveness and na judging another. Naaman's sn was already
paid for by the LORD, "the Lamb was dain from the foundation of the world" (Rev. 138).
Naaman's heat was turned from serving other gods to serving the LORD (2 Kings 5:17).

In 1 John 38D, it tells us, " For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he
might destroy the works of the devil." The works of the devil were destroyed in the life of
Naaman. When the works of the devil are destroyed in a personslife, and they commit themselves
to servethe LORD, the will of Godisdore. Thisisthe whoe purpose for the work of redemption,
that " ...dl men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim. 24).
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The LORD'S way of saving asoul from the powers of the devil may not seamright to us, bu
tothe LORD, "Hiswaysarehigher than ou ways, Histhoughsare higher than ou thoughs" (Isa.
55:8,9). Naaman "Asked," andthe LORD heded hm! How much morewill the LORD dofor those
who are drealy born again into the family of God?

If we dhedk the Scriptures over and ower, wewill not find ore personwho prayed and asked
the LORD for something based uponthe requirements of the covenant and did na get what they
asked for.

The LORD will give youwhat you ask for if you will ask, believing in your heat and nd
doulting. Do asJesus sidinJohn 1624," Ask, and yeshall recave, that your joy may befull."

Ancther assurance we have that God will answer our prayer if we ak comes from the
acourt of Jesus Christ in the Gospels. John 11 says, " In the beginning wasthe Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was God." There ae two things of importance dou this
verse of Scripture. First, the Scriptureis gpedking of Jesus Christ, "the Word of God' comein the
flesh (John 114). Thesecondthingisthat the Greek word used for the"Word," isLogos. Thisword
isused many timesthroughou the New Testament. Itsmeaning is"the spoken word; what was goke
by inspiration d God." " Thewritten Word" is God's Word that was goken by theinspiration d the
Holy Ghost (2 Tim. 3:14).

When we spe& the Word of God by inspiration d the Holy Ghost it is the same & if the
LORD Himself spokeit. The Word was Godin the beginning andthe Word is gill God. God rever
changes, neither does His Word.

Studying the life of Jesus Christ in the gospels you will find that Jesus never refused to
answer the prayers or requests of anyone who asked. He even answered the requests of Roman
soldiers, a Syrophenician woman, and ahers not of the house of Israd. Even though He made this
statement, " | am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel" (Matt. 1524).

Jesuswasdoing thewill of God hereoneath. GodsWill i smade dea intheBible. Hiswill
isto answer every prayer of every individual who prays acording to His Word.

When you pray, pray acording to the Word of God and God will answer your prayer.

There aretwo classes of people on eath. Thase who are God's children by the new birthin
Christ Jesus and those who are not God's children. That is, those who are not born again in Christ
Jesus. The Bible is written to those who are God's children. All the promises in the Bible ae for
God's children. They are receved by gracethrough faith (Eph. 28-9). We caana ean any good
favor with God. We do nd receve from God kecaise of our goodworks. We receve becaise we
ask in faith, not wavering.

Remember, " Y ou havenot, becauseyeask not" (James4:2). Thereasonso many Christian
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donat havewhat they neal is sSmply becausethey did na ask. Ask theLORD andHewill giveyou
whatsoever you ask, acrding to His Word!
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ASK AND RECEIVE

When we ask Jesusto forgive us, He forgives us. When we ak Jesusto recave usinto His
life, Herecaeves us. When we ak Jesus to baptize usin the Holy Ghost, He baptizes us. Whatever
we ak Him to do,He doesiit.

What we need to leanisto Ask, "whatsoever we will " ac®rding to His Word, and He will
doit. Jesus sidin John 1413,14," And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will | do, that
the Father may be glorified in the Son. If ye shall ask any thing in my name, | will doit." Do
you lelieve Jesus is telling the truth? He caana lie. He isthe truth (John 146).

If Jesuswas sayingwhat Hesaid in John 1413-14 70O YOU, WOULD YOU BELIEVE HIM? Let's
put it thisway, the Bible is written TO You. What Jesus sid in John14:13,14is meant FOR YOU,
TODAY! That iswhy it isin the Bible; FOR YOUR BENEFIT.

Why did Jesus say Hewill doit? He said, " that His Father would be glorified in Him!"
Why would God the Father be glorified if Jesus did whatsoever you asked Him? Because God
always getsglorified for what He does, na what He doesn't do. When God daes smething He gets
the glory. When Jesus was born in Bethlehem, God got the glory. Even the angels proclaimed Jesus
birth. It says in Luke 2:13,14," And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace goal
will toward men." God dd it and He got the glory. When the shepherds had seen the baby Jesus,
it says, " And the shepherdsreturned, glorifying and praising God for all thethingsthat they
had heard and seen, asit wastold unto them" (Luke 2:20). God dd it, and God got the glory.

Godgetsglorified when Hedoesthingsfor peopleoneath. So, when Jesus doeswhatsoever
we ask Him, God gets the glory. Therefore, Jesus said, " If ye shall ask any thing in my name, |
will doit."

Did you knaw it was that smple. God makes things smple, man makes them compli cated.
Man always figures out away to compli cate what God made simple. Thisisan ageold problem for
men. Our adversary, the devil, tries to sted what is ours by making things $ complicaed that we
do nd receve what isours.

This problem is goken o in Galatians. The goostle Paul wrote to the dhurch at Galatia,
saying,

O fodish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey thetruth,

before whose gres Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified among

you?
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Thisonly would | learn of you, Receved yethe Spirit by theworksof thelaw, or by the
hearing of faith?

Are ye so fodlish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfed by the flesh?
Have ye suffered so many thingsin vain? if it beyet in vain.

Hetherefore that ministereth to you theSpirit, and wor keth miraclesamong you, doeth
heit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? (Galatians 3:1-5).

This same thing is ill happening today, anong Christians. They are born again into the
family of God, simply by asking Jesusto come into their life and ketheir LORD. That's all it t akes.
They just ask, and they becane a diild of God in Christ Jesus. Then, they ask to receve the Holy
Ghost, with the evidence of speaking in tongues; they receve axd spedk in tongues.

Then, al of asudden, someonetell sthem they must first makethemselvesperfed before God
will answer their prayers. They start beli eving othersandthe LORD nolonger answerstheir prayers.
Why? They stopped believing in what the LORD said and started believing others. Look what is
written in Romans 3:28," Therefore we mnclude that a man isjustified by faith without the
dedals of thelaw." Using Abraham as an example it saysin Romans 4:2-3,

For if Abraham werejustified by works, hehath whereof to dory; but not before God.

For what saith thescripture? Abraham believed God, and it wascounted unto him for

righteousness
If that wasthe caewith Abraham and heisone of our examples pertaining to faith, what shoud we
do? Surely, na asthe Galatians did.

What did they do? They began to believe others, rather than what Paul taught them. Jesus
said," Ask, and you shall recave!" Jesusdidnt addalot of other do'sand dort'sto His gatement.
He smply said, " Ask, and you shall recave!" Let God get the glory, by asking Jesus. If we ak
Jesus, He will doit, and God will be glorified in the Son.

Have you ever tried to make yourself perfed? If you have been aroundalot of religious
people for any length of time you most likely have. Let me ak you a question; can an automobile
repair itself? Can abroken chair repair itself? Can abroken glassrepair itself? No. Neither can you
make yourself perfed.

The LORD didnt tell you to make yourself perfed. As a matter of fad it says in Hebrews
13.20-21,

Now the God of peace, that brought agan from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great

shepherd of the shee, through the blood of the everlasting covenant,

Make you perfed in every goad work to do his will, working in you that which is

wellpleasing in his sght, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever.

Amen.

Thistellsusthat it is" the God of peace’ that will make us perfed. Yet our perfedionis
acomplished by us working with God. By God working in usto perfed that which concerns Him

17



(Phil. 2:13). When we ae obedient to the voiceof the Spirit within us, Godwill perfed that which
concerns Him. Yet, our obedience is very important. Withou it, God canna perfed that which
concens Him in s.

To a cetain degree God hes aready made us perfed in Christ, we must lean to live
acarding to the perfedion we inherited in Christ Jesus. It saysin 1 Peter 1:15-16,

But as hewhich hath called you isholy, so beye holy in all manner of conversation;

Beauseit iswritten, Beyeholy; for | am holy.
If we read the context of these verses carefully we will understand, it does not say "make yourself
haly," it is saying, "walk in the hdliness in like manner as God who made you hdy." Ephesians 5:1
says, " Beyetherefore foll owersof God, asdear children," that is, walk inthe newnessof lifethat
God hes given you.

How does God make us perfed? First by HisWord. HisWord dedaresthat " I f we confess
our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness' (1 John 19). If we ae deansed from all unrighteousnessthat would make us
perfed asfar asrighteousnessis concerned. Y et, if we do nd believe our confessonisacceted we
will nat recave forgiveness

Therefore, how do we beame righteous? By believing in Jesus Christ, and what He has
drealy dorefor us. Romans 3:22says, " Even the righteousnessof God whichisby faith of Jesus
Christ unto all and upon all them that believe. . ." If righteousnesscomes by believing, what can
we add to beli eving that would make us more righteous? If wetry to add anything to what God hes
dready dore, it will become worthlessrather than better.

If we want to receve from the LORD, we must doit as the LORD says. If the LORD says
"ask," then ask! Why try to doit ancther way? Someone mined a statement one time; "Father
knows best!" If Godis your Father, then surely He knows best.

The Bibletellsus "the LORD neve changs' (Mal. 3:6), with God the Father, "thereisno
variableness not even ashadow of turning' (James 1:17). This being the cae, we ought to find
evidenceof answered prayer in the Old Testament aso.

Let uslookat thesituationwith king Hezekiah. In 2Kings20:1, it says, " I n those dayswas
Heze&iah sick untodeath. And the prophet Isaiah the son of Amoz cameto him, and said unto
him, Thus saiththeL ORD, Set thinehousein order; for thou shalt die, and not live." Hezekiah
was very sick, amost on hisdeah bed. The LORD said, he shall die and nd live. In the cndtion
of Hezekiah at that time, if a dhange was not made, hewould have died. But what did Hezekiah da?
InVersetwo it says, " Then heturned hisfaceto thewall, and prayed untothe LORD. . "

When Hezekiah prayed to the LORD, he did na want to de. Verse four andfive says,

And it cameto pass afore Isaiah was gone out into the middle wurt, that the word of
the LORD cameto him, saying,
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Turnagan, and tell H ezekiah the aptain of my people, Thus siththeL ORD, theGod
of David thy father, | have heard thy prayer, | have seen thy tears. behold, | will heal
thee on thethird day thou shalt goup unto the house of the LORD.

The LORD answered Hezekiah's prayer within minutes from thetime he started to pray. The
LORD told Isaiahtotell Hezekiah," | haveheard thy prayer, | haveseen thy tears: behold, | will
heal thee" It didn't take the LORD long to answer Hezekiah's prayer. Hezekiah was given fifteen
more yeasto live. The LORD did na ask Hezekiah alot of questions, one way or ancther. The
LORD answered his prayer becaise Hezekiah asked him.

Jesus did the samefor Jairus, aruler of the synagogue. In Mark 5:21-43, it tell susthat Jairus
came to Jesus becaiuse his daughter was sck, at the point of deah. Jesus did na ask Jairus any
questions abou his past, or if he was good enough to deserve having his daughter heded.
Immediately, when Jairus asked Jesus to come and lay hands upon hs daughter, Jesus went with
him.

Beforethey got to Jairus house, someone cane andtold them that his daughter had already
died. Jesusimmediately saidto Jairus, " Benot afraid, only believe." After Jesusentered thehouse,
He prayed, and the daughter arose and walked. No questions asked. Jesus answered the request of
Jairus, simply, becaise he asked!

In 1 Samuel, chapter one, there was awoman by the name of Hannah. She was one of two
wives of Elkanah. Shewaswithou chil d; but she prayed tothe LORD for a child (1 Sam. 1:10). The
LORD answered her prayer, withou asking any questions. She prayed and He answered. Hannah
becamne the mother of Samuel, a prophet of God. The LORD answers prayers, if people ask!

When Jesus entered into the house of Peter, in Luke4:38, it tellsus, " Peter'swife'smother
was taken with a great fever." Then it tells us, " they besought Jesus for her." Then it says,
" Jesus stood over her and rebuked the fever, and it left her." Jesus didn't ask any questions.
Others asked Jesus for her, and Jesus heded Peter's mother-in-law.

Over and ower again in the Bible it tell s us of people, when they prayed to the LORD, He
answered their prayer withou asking any questions. Why did the LORD answer? Because they
asked!

Jesus instructions go like this,
And | say unto you, Ask, and it shall begiven you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and
it shall be opened unto you.
For every one that asketh recaveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that
knocketh it shall be opened (Luke 11:9-10).
Jesus didn't say you must first do this or do that. He said, smply; ask, and it shall be given! No
questions asked.
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Why doesthe Word of Godtell usover and ower to ask, andit shall be given? Because God
lovesthaosewhoask. Godlovesthasewhowill cometo Him in prayer, seeking Hishelp. In Luke 18,
Jesus taught that men owght always to pray (Luke 18:1). Prayer includes asking God, asking the
LORD! It doesn't do any goodto pray to anyone dse, only to God a the LORD, they are the only
ones who can give you whatsoever you ask.

Today, God answers prayer even more so than in the Old Testament times. Why is that?
Because we aeliving, "many yeas after”" Jesus paid the pricefor us. Jesus arealy took ou sins,
sickness diseases, etc. uponHimself that we aould befree Also, that we can have, andshoud have,
the Holy Ghost dwelli ngin us, asour helper, guide, comforter, andteader (John 738-39). Heleads
usinto aliving relationship with God acerding to His Word.

God said in Hebrews 8:10-12,

For thisisthe avenant that | will makewith the house of Isradl after those days, saith
theLord; I will put my lawsinto their mind, and writethem in their hearts: and | will
be to them a God, and they shall beto me a people:

And they shall not teach every man hisneighbour, and every man hisbrother, saying,
Know the Lord: for all shall know me, from theleast to the greatest.

For | will be merciful to their unrighteousness and their sinsand their iniquities will
| remember no more.

This covenant included the Holy Spirit to tead usthe love of God. In Galatians 3:13,14,it

Christ hath redeamed usfrom the aurse of thelaw, being madea cursefor us: for itis
written, Cursed is every onethat hangeth on atree:

That the blessng of Abraham might come on the Gentilesthrough Jesus Christ; that
we might receve the promise of the Spirit through faith.

Abraham had ablessng... Abraham had the Holy Spirit... Abraham wasfill ed with the Holy
Spirit, for hewas aprophet... This sme Holy Spirit is promised to everyonewhoisin Christ Jesus,
that is, "everyone whois born again o the Spirit" (John 36). Every child of God is promised the
Holy Spirit, after they are born again (John 33,5,Eph. 113). Yet, like dl other giftsfrom God, we
must also ASK, AND RECEIVE the Holy Spirit if we want Him.

God loves to answer our prayers. Not only to answer our prayers but also that our sinsand
iniquities will not be remembered any more.

What abou our sins and iniquities? If God daes not remember our sins and iniquiti es, why
would He &k us abou them? He doesn't ask us abou them, because "He doesn't remember them
oncewe have onfesed themandtheyare forgiven."

If the Scripturein Hebrews 8:12istrue, and God dces not change, na even a shadow, then
weshoud be aletofind aher Scripturesin bah the New and Old Testament that indicaethat God
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was always that way. In ather words, the whale Bible must be in agreement with the Word of God
for thewhade Bibleisthe Word o God.

Let'slookalittl e further in Hebrews, to Chapter 10:15-17,it says, Whereof the Holy
Ghost _also _is a
witness to us. for
after that hehad said
before,

Thisisthe amvenant that | will makewith them after those days, saith the Lord, | will

put my lawsinto their hearts, and in their mindswill | writethem;

And their sinsand iniquitieswill 1 remember no more.

Certainthingsto ndice @ou these verses. The Holy Ghaost isawitnessof thesethings. That
isimportant in the New Covenant, for the Holy Ghost is given to be awitnesson eath in the New
Covenant (1 John 58). Anacther thing to ndiceis that the LORD said, " | will put my laws into
their hearts, and in their minds will | write them." Therefore, the law for us in the New
Testament iswrittenin ou mindand pu into ou heatsby the LORD. Thethird thingis, the LORD
said, " And their sinsand iniquitieswill | remember no more."

The Holy Ghost as a witness(within us), and God's law is written within us. Thisis also
spoken of in the Old Testament. The Scripture in Hebrews 8:6-12 is taken dredly from Jeremiah
31:31-34,amost word for word. The Scriptures concerning the Holy Spirit within; anew heat, and
anew spirit, are mentioned in Ezekiel 36:26-27, saying,

A new heart alsowill | giveyou, and anew spirit will | put within you: and | will take

away the stony heart out of your flesh, and | will giveyou an heart of flesh.

And [ will put my spirit within you, and causeyou to walk in my statutes, and ye shall

keeg my judgments, and do them.

Then the Scripturesconcerning theremembranceof sinsismentionedin Isaiah 4325, saying,
"1, even |, am he that blotteth out thy transgressons for mine own sake, and will not
remember thy sins.” Againin lsaiah 4422, it says, " | have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy
transgressons, and, asa cloud, thy sins: return unto me; for | have redeemed thee"

Therefore, being the Scriptures canna be broken; andthe LORD has nat changed, then we
must change. For the Scripture says in Amos 3:3, " Can two walk together, except they be
agreed?"

If we aetowalk with God,andHeisto beour Godand Father, and Jesusisto beour LORD,
then we must come into agreement with God. Being that the LORD does not change, and will not
change, we must be the onesto change. L et uscomeinto agreament with God,HisWord, His Spirit,
andthe Blood d Jesus.

The bloodisjust asimportant as the Word and the Spirit (1 John 58). In Hebrews 10:18 it
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says, " Now where remisson of theseis, thereisno more offering for sin." Thistellsusthat the
one andfina saaificefor sinsis past. Therewill be no more saaificesfor sins. Therefore, through
the shedding of the blood d Jesus we enter into an everlasting covenant for our redemption and
forgivenessof sins. Hebrews 9:12 says, " . . . but by hisown blood he entered in onceinto the
holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us." Hebrews 9:22 says, " And almost all
things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no remisson.”
Hebrews 13:20says, " Now the God of peace that brought agan from thedead our L ord Jesus,
that great shepherd of the shee, through the blood of the everlasting covenant.”

Why will God nd remember our sins? Becausethey have drealy been taken care of through
the saaifice of Jesus Christ, by the shedding of His blood,which is an everlasting saaifice and
remisson for al our sins. We must remember, to receve this free gift of forgiveness of sins,
cleansing by the blood,we must dotwo things; walk in thelight of the Word of God and confessour
sins. In 1John 17-9, it says,

But if wewalk in thelight, asheisin thelight, we have fellowship one with another,

and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth usfrom all sin.

If we say that we have no sin, we decave ourselves, and the truth isnot in us. If we

confessour sins, heisfaithful and just toforgiveusour sins, and to cleanseusfrom all

unrighteousness

Even thouwgh al our sinsand iniquiti es are taken care of for us, we must not become proud,
boasters, of our righteousness But we must admit to thetruth, yes, we do have sin. But, through ou
walking in the light and confesson "we ae deansed by the blood d Jesus Christ."

Now, Hebrews10:19says, " Havingtherefore, brethren, boldnesstoenterintotheholi est
by the blood of Jesus." So, let us come into agreament with God, His Word, the Holy Spirit, the
blood of Jesus Christ and ASK, that we may receve; that God will be glorified in the Son (John
14:13).

Always remembering, once we onfessour sins and iniquities, God cleanses us from all
unrighteousness Therefore, being cleansed, God canna remember our former condtion.

Let us £e &idenceof thisforgivenessof sinsin Jesus gatement to aman sick with the palsy
inMark 2:3-12;

And they come unto him, bringing one sick of the palsy, which was borne of four.

And when they could not come nigh unto him for the press they uncovered the roof

where hewas: and when they had broken it up, they let down the bed wherein the sick

of the palsy lay.

When Jesus saw their faith, hesaid unto thesick of the palsy, Son, thy sinsbeforgiven

thee

But there were cetain of the scribes stting there, and reasoning in their hearts,

Why doth this man thus eak blasphemies? who can forgive sinsbut God only?

And immediately when Jesus perceived in his irit that they so reasoned within
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themselves, he said unto them, Why reason yethese thingsin your hearts?

Whether isit easier to say to the sick of the palsy, Thy sinsbeforgiven thee or to say,
Arise, and take up thy bed, and walk?

But that yemay know that the Son of man hath power on earth toforgivesins, (hesaith
tothesick of the palsy,)

| say unto thee Arise, and take up thy bed, and gothy way into thine house.

And immediately hearose, took up the bed, and went forth before them all; insomuch
that they were all amazed, and glorified God, saying, We never saw it on thisfashion.

We nedd to believe Jesus, His Words, and ke nat like the scribes, reasoning in ou heats,
letting our mindsrob wsof al that God hesdonefor usthrough Jesus Christ, ouwr LORD and Savior.
Let God ke true and every man aliar! Jesus was doing the Will of God, acarding to the Word of
Godwhen he said to the man sick with the palsy, " Son, thy sinsbeforgiven thee . . .Arise, and
take up thy bed, and gothy way into thine house."

God sees us in Christ Jesus, His children, righteous, and cleansed by the blood d the
everlasting covenant. In 2 Corinthians 6:16,18,it says,

.. .for yeare thetemple of theliving God; as God hath said, | will dwell in them, and

walk in them; and | will bethelr God, and they shall be my people. . . .

And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith theLord

Almighty.

Godisnat against us, Godisfor us (Rom. 831). God wants usto ask, that our joy may be
full. Remember, Jesus ssidin John 1624," Hitherto haveyeasked nothingin my name: ask, and
ye shall receive, that your joy may befull." Why did Jesus say we shall receaveif we ask in His
name? Jesus explained thisin verse 27, saying, " For the Father himself loveth you, because ye
have loved me, and have believed that | came out from God."

Truly, the reasonis, BECAUSE YOU LOVE JESUS. Y ou have given yourself to Him, therefore,
HEISYOUR LORD. With Jesusasyour LORD, you kecome a dild of God. Godisyour Father. God
the Father loves you BECAUSE YOU LOVE JESUS. Therefore, no questions asked, God will do
whatsoever you cesire, if you ask in faith, believing, and nd doulting.

Let uslook at what Jesus sid in Mark 11:22-24,

And Jesus answering saith unto them, Have faith in God.

For verily | say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou
removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall
believethat thosethingswhich he saith shall cometo pass heshall havewhatsoever he
saith.

Therefore | say unto you, What things ever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye
recavethem, and ye shall have them.

What requirementsdid Jesus st forth for ustoreceve?First Hesaid, " Havefaith in God."
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That fairly well eliminatesany faith in anythingwedid, a have dore. That puts everything on God.
Totally and completely uponwhat the LORD has dore and what God will do.

Seoond, He said, " say with your mouth whatsoever you will, and doubt not in your
heart." Again, that has nothing to dowith anything you have dore in the past, bu is based upon
what you spe&k, withou douliing in your heat.

The only requirements contained in this gatement of Jesus are: Have faith in God. Spe&
withou doubt inyour heat. First beli eve that you have them. "THEN YOU SHALL RECEIVE." Notice,
believe you have them, then you shall receve! No ather requirements are mentioned.

Noticea so, thisincludes” What things sever yedesire." Jesusdid nd put any limitations
uponwhat we wmuld ask for. We put the limitations onwhat we receve, by what we &k for.

Jesusistheonewhotold usto ask. Jesusalso said in Matthew 7:24," Therefore whosoever
heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, | will li ken him unto awiseman. . " Bewisg,
likeMary said to the servants at theweddingin Canna, " . . . Whatsoever he saith unto you, doit"
(John2:5). A wise personis onewho daswhat Jesus says, withou asking other questions, just do
it!

Jesussaidin John 1035,". . .thescripture cannot be broken." Therefore, In Joel 2:32it
says, " And it shall cometo pass that whosoever shall call on the name of the LORD shall be
delivered . .." ThisScriptureisrepeaedin Acts2:21,andRomans10:13.Call uponthe LORD and
be delivered! No ather questions asked, just cdl and be delivered.

James 4:2 says, " . . . yehave not, because ye ask not"

If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to al men liberally, and
upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.

But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth islike a wave of the
sea driven with thewind and tossed.

For let not that man think that he shall recave any thing of the Lord (James 1:5-7).

Is any sick among you? let him call for the ddersof the church; and let them pray over
him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord:

And the prayer of faith shall savethesick, and theLord shall raise him up; and if he
have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him (James 5:14-15).

In 1John 514-15, it says,

And thisisthe onfidencethat we havein him, that, if we ask any thing according to
hiswill, he heareth us:

And if weknow that hehear us, whatsoever weask, weknow that wehavethepetitions
that we desired of him.
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God wants to give you whatsoever you ask, and He will give you anything you ask
ACCORDING TO HISWORD: If youwill only ask, believing and nd douling.

What does "whatsoever" mean to you? The dictionary says the word "whatsoever" means,
"whatever, everything or anything, no questions asked; no matter what; regardlessof what; all of;
the whale of; any number or kind; no matter what."

Remember what Jesus said in John 1413-14?
And whatsoever yeshall ask in my name, that will | do,that theFather maybeglorified
in the Son.
If ye shall ask any thing in my name, | will doit.
We shoud meditate uponthat statement along with the one Jesus madein Mark 11:22-24,and add
to that what Johnsaid in 1John 514-15,
And thisisthe mnfidencethat we havein him, that, if we ask any thing according to
hiswill, he heareth us:
And if weknow that hehear us, whatsoever weask, weknow that we havethepetitions
that we desired of him.

When we do this we shoud come to the conclusion that Jesus wants to give us whatsoever
we &k acording to the Word of God, simply, so that His Father will be glorified in Him.

Therefore, if we ask acoordingto HisWord, Hewill doit! No questionsasked! That includes
anything we ask acarding to HisWord. HisWord coversalot of territory. It covers whatsoever we
have neal of (Matt. 6:25-32), elimi nating thasethingsthat comefrom envy, strife, lusts (James 3:14-
4:3), coveting (Luke 12:15), etc. We know those things are nat acording to His Word. Y et, there
are many things remaining that are acording to His Word.

Espeaaly those things pertaining to deliverance from the works of the devil, depresson,
oppresson,sickness disease, malfunctionsof thebody, disordersof themind,lad of provisionsfor
esential living, maintenance of items possessed withou decet or coveting, etc.

Listening to the voice of the Spirit within is very helpful in asking, "whatsoever youwill ,"
acwrding to the Word of God.

TheWord of Godtell susthat there aethreethat bare withnessoneath, the Spirit, theWord,
andthe blood thesethree dways agreein ore (1 John 58). The Spirit of God agreeswith bah, the
Word of God and the blood d Jesus. The Spirit of God bares witnesswith ou spirit (Rom. 8.16),
and we know we ae in agreement with God.

How doesthe Spirit bare witnesswith our spirit? Jesus said it thisway, " Peacel leavewith
you, my peacel giveunto you: not astheworld giveth, givel unto you. Let not your heart be
troubled, neither let it beafraid” (John 1427). Peacen ou spirit gives usthe assurancethat we
are dang the will of God, in agreanent with the Spirit of God, the Word of God, and the blood d
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Jesus Christ. This peacegoes beyondall natural understanding of the mind (Phil. 4:7). This peace
isin ou spirit, na in ou mind. The battlewe must fight isnat abattlein ou spirit, but in our mind.
The voiceof the Holy Spirit spedks from our new creaed spirit. The voiceof the Spirit spegking to
us aways brings peacen ou spirit.

Therefore, before you ask the LORD for anything, be sure you have peacein your spirit
concerning that which youare aking. If youareborn again and have the Holy Spirit within you,you
can aways know if you are asking acarding to the Word of God and the Will of God by peacen
your spirit.

If you do nao have peacein your spirit, dorit ask. For your asking will be unfruitful, your
labor will bein vain. You must have peacein your spirit to recave from God. If, after you have
peacein your spirit and you ask your mind becomes like abattle field; "that's the devil ." Give no
placefor the devil i n your mind and the peaceof God in your spirit will guide youto victory.

Asking does not mean, "begging and deading;" it means "making a request based upona
promise." The dictionary definition d the word "ask," includes "to pu to a question; to seek
information; to inquire éou; to request for; to invite; to exped or demand.” Therefore, to demand
something acwrding to the Word's of Jesus, or the Word of Godis also cdled asking.

In Matthew 28:18-20, it says,

And Jesuscameand spakeuntothem, saying, All power isgiven unto mein heaven and
in earth.

Go yetherefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:

Teaching them to dbserveall thingswhatsoever | have mommanded you: and, lo, | am
with you alway, even unto the end of theworld. Amen.

The word "observe," does nat just mean to find ou, or know abou the things that Jesus
commanded the disciples. It means also to lean what Jesus did and dowhat Jesus did. Therefore,
we must not just be leaners, bu also doers of what Jesusdid. Jesus sidin Mark 11:22," .. .Have
faithin God."

To adegreg Jesus is commanding us to Have faith in God! Having faith in God includes
commanding thingsto happen acording to thewill of Godfor His children here oneath. Thereby,
giving God the glory for what grea things He does for thase who love Him.

Jesus also said in Mark 16:17-18,

And these signs sall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils;
they shall speak with new tongues,

They shall takeup serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them;
they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.
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These things are nat for the glory of man, bu for the glory of God. When the works of the
devil are destroyed by the use of Jesus name, God the Father gets glorified in the Son.

Jesusadso sadin Luke 10:19," Behold, | give unto yau power to tread on serpentsand
scor pions, and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any meanshurt you." The
reason Jesus gave us power over the devil andall hisdemonsis 0 that God will get the glory aswe
use the authority and paver given to us by His Son.

Aswe put them all together wewill findthat acordingto JesusWord, andthe Word of God,
we have authority to demandthingsto happen inthe name of Jesus, andit shall be done. Demanding
in Jesus name is the same & asking, it isincluded in the meaning of the word "ask." If Jesus sid
we shoud ask in His name, that includes demanding in Jesus name, whatsoever we desire
"acording to the Word of God."

Why would Godthe Father give us such grea authority, through Jesus, in Hisname? Simply,
that Godmany be glorified inthe Son (John 1413). God hespleasurein seeng Hischildren blessd
with those things neadful. Blessed with hedth, food, clothing, and all things needful to every day
living.

The important thing to understand is, if the Holy Spirit leads us to do something, it will
always be acording to theWord of God. Thethingwe must do,isget to knaow the voiceof the Holy
Spirit within us. Identify, and know the diff erence between the voice of the Holy Spirit and the
voices of other spirits. There ae many voicesin theworld, many spirits professng themselvesto be
like the Holy Spirit. But you can know the voiceof the Holy Spirit above the voices of other spirits
by knowing the Word of God as pertaining to your circumstance

Many times the Spirit of God within me led me to use the name of Jesus against what was
taking placein the natural. Each time | foll owed the leading of the Holy Spirit, that which seemed
to be taking place danged. The words goken ou of my mouth, withou doult, or unbelief,
happened just as | spoke it. Not aways the very instant, bu it did come to passacarding to what
| said. That isnot to say that | am any diff erent than anyone dse. It isto encourage you also, to use
the name of Jesus against those things that come ajainst you, a try to rob you d what you have.

How can anyone be sure Godwill answer their prayer? The BibleisGodsWordto us. It tell s
usin Hebrews 6:18that it isimposgble for Godtolie.

Jesusis Godwith the Father and the Holy Spirit. Jesus canna lie. When He said He will do
it in John 1413,14,Hewill doit.

The evidence of God's ability to dowhatsoever we &k is throughou the Scriptures. The
LORD brought the Children of Israd out of Egypt and there was not one feeble person among them
(Psa. 10537). He opened the Red sea and they walked aadosson dy land. The LORD fed them in
the wil derness in the desert with manna and quail for forty yeas. The LORD gave them shadein
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the hat desert eadh day by a doudfor forty yeas. The LORD gave them hea every night in the cld
desert by apill ar of fire. The LORD took care of His Children, Supernaturally, for forty yeas.

When Joshuaneealed moretimeto win abattle he prayed, the LORD stopped the sunandthe
moon (that is, the eath dd na turn) for abou one whale day (Joshua 10:8-14). Elij ah prayed and
the LORD sent down fire from heaven and bunt up the offering (1 Kings 18:36-38). When Isaiah
prayed to the LORD for Hezekiah, the LORD turned badk the shadow ten degrees (2 Kings 20:11).

InMark 6:37-44,Jesus|looked upto heaven and Hessed thefivelovesof bread andtwo fish,
andfed five thousand men, guswomen and chil dren. Anather time, Jesus did similar, and fed four
thousand men, dus women and chil dren.

All through the Biblewefindacountsof the LORD doing things"supernaturally,” for those
who asked. There is nothing too herd for the LORD. The LORD iswell able to dowhatsoever He
says He will do.Our part isto believe, and have faith in God.

We must believe the Word of God andthe Words of Jesus. They are Truth, for God cannat
lie! Jesus cannat lie! Therefore, ASK; BELIEVE, and receve whatsoever you ask!
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LIVE BY FAITH,
NOT BY SIGHT

InRomans 1:17,Paul quating Habakkuk 24 said," For thereinisthe righteousnessof God
revealed from faith to faith: asit iswritten, Thejust shall li ve by faith." We must cometo an
understanding of what this means.

Thefirst thing we need to uncerstandis"righteousness" What isrighteousness? How dowe
bemme righteous?

Theword "righteousnessor righteous' means "innacent, faultl ess guiltl ess etc.” Onething
of importancein Romans 1:17 isthat it " is the righteousnessof God (which is) revealed from
faith tofaith. . " Thereforeit is Gods righteousness na our righteousnessthat is reveded from
faith to faith.

In Romans 3:9-12, Paul makesit clea by saying,

What then? are we better than they? No, in no wise: for we have before proved both
Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under sin;

Asit iswritten, Thereis none righteous, no, not one:

Thereisnonethat understandeth, thereis none that seeketh after God.

They are all gone out of theway, they are together become unprofitable; thereisnone
that doeth goad, no, not one.

Psdm 14:3 says, " They are all gone aside, they are all together becomefilthy: thereis
none that doeth goad, no, not one." Also, Psalm 53:3 says, " Every one of them is gone back:
they are altogether beaomefilthy; thereis none that doeth goad, no, not one.”

No matter who we think we ae, we ae nat righteous in ourselves. Our righteousnessis as
filthy rags. Therefore, the righteousness that God sees in those who are His children is the
righteousnessof God.

The righteousnessof God is uponthase who believe. Romans 3:22-24 says,

Even the righteousnessof God which isby faith of Jesus Christ unto dl and upon all
them that believe: for thereisno difference

For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;

Being justified freely by hisgracethrough the redemption that isin Christ Jesus.

Therighteousnessthat Godacceptsistherighteousnessof Jesus Christ, whichisgiventoand
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uponall that believe.

How do we receve the righteousnessthat is " revealed from faith to faith?" Wereceve
it by believing the written Word of God concerning those who arein Christ.

Theonly righteousnessthat will beof any valueto usisthat whichisoursbecaisewebelieve
in Jesus Christ, and the work of redemption which He did for us. That includes the forgivenessof
sins.

Let us ®ethe revelation d this righteousnesswhich is upon s who kelieve. Colossans
1:12-13 says,

Giving thanks unto the Father,_ which hath made us med to be partakers of the

inheritanceof the saintsin light:

Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness and hath translated usinto the

kingdom of hisdear Son.

Noticethat it is Godwho has arealy made us med (able) to be partakers of theinheritance
It is God who has arealy delivered us from the power of darkness (the power of Satan). It is God
who has alrealy translated usinto the kingdom of His dea Son (Jesus Christ).

Oncewerecaved Jesus Christ asour LORD (John 111-14), we ae children of Godin Christ
Jesus. Romans 8:16-17 says,

The Spirit itself beareth witnesswith our spirit, that we are the cildren of God:

And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirswith Christ. . .

Thisin na something we did ouselves. It isawork of Godin Christ Jesus. God has made
us joint-heirs with Christ. Not because we were any better than anyone dse. Only because we
believed His Word concerning His Son, Jesus Christ. It is by our believing, that God has made us
joint-heirs with Christ.

Let us ®ethisjoint-heir position that God has made for us in Colossans 1:14 says, " In
whom we have redemption through hisblood, even the forgivenessof sins." Being joint-heirs
with Christ, we have redemption through His blood. We have been redeemed from the powers of
darknessinto the kingdom of God's Son. The pricewas paid for our redemption by Jesus Christ.

In 1Corinthians 6:20it says, " For ye are bought with a price therefore glorify God in
your body, and in your spirit, which are God's." We were bought with a price, our redemption
ispaidfor withthebody and dood d Jesus Christ. Webelong to God.We aenat our own. Nothing
we haveis our own. Everything we ae and all we have belongsto God.

Colosgans 1:21-22 says,

And you, that weresometimeali enated and enemiesin your mind by wicked works, yet
now hath he remnciled
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In the body of his flesh through death, to present you holy and unblameable and
unreproveablein his sght.

Two things to seein these verses. Oneis "we were dienated (separated from God in our
minds)." Our minds did na know the truth of God, the righteousnessof God whichisunto al and
uponall that believe His Word concerning Christ Jesus. It was through the gospel that we cane to
the knowledge of the truth. It was through ou receaving Jesus Christ as LORD that we entered into
the family of God. This believing in our minds brought usto receve Jesus as LORD and enter into
the kingdom of God's Son. Before we entered in, we were under the powers of darkness separated
from God.

The secondthing of importanceis that God has reconciled us in the body of Christ Jesus,
through the deah of Jesus onthe aossof Calvary. It isthrough the deah o Jesus, wherein we dso
died with Him, that we were made &le to enter into the family of God. When we entered into the
family of God, we were made haly, undameable, and urreproveable in God's sght.

We nedl to seeand undbrstand this from the Word of God. When we were born again into
the family of God, God made us haly in Christ Jesus. God made us acceptablein His sght. We ae
undameablefor al our unrighteousness becaise of Jesus Christ,inwhomwedwell. We aeinHim,
andHeisin us. " And thisisthe record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and thislifeis
in hisSon" (1John 511).". .. asheis, so ae wein thisworld" (1 John 417b).

Jesus prayed in John 1721-23, saying,

That they all may be one; asthou, Father, art in me, and | in theg that they also may
be onein us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.

And the glory which thou gavest me | have given them; that they may be one, even as
we are one:

| in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfed in one; and that the world
may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, asthou hast loved me.

Jesus' prayer was answered in your life when you receved Him asyour LORD and Savior.
When you were born again, you entered into the family of God,in Christ. In 2 Corinthians 5:17, it
says, " Therefore if any man bein Christ, heisa new creature: old things are passd away;,
behold, all things are become new."

Christisin youandyou are in Christ. When God the Father seés you, He seés Christ. He
seésyouin Christ. You, keing in Christ, and Christ in you, makes you One with Him.

Thisiscdled amystery which had been hid from agespast. Colossans1:27says, " Towhom
God would make known what isthe riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles;
which is Christ in you, the hope of glory."

In Christ, youarereancil ed urto God, hdy, undameadle, and urreproveablein God's sght.
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Colosgans 2:9-10 says,
For in him dwelleth all the fulnessof the Godhead bodily.
And ye are completein him, which isthe head of all principality and power.

When GodseésyouHeseésChrist inyou.Godseésthe completed work of Christ, complete
in you. You are His, you are not your own. You belong to Christ for He redeemed you from the
powers of darknessinto His kingdom.

Colosgans 2:11-12 says,
In whom (in Christ), also ye are circumcised with the drcumcision made without
hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the drcumcision of Christ:
Buried with himin baptism, wherein also yeare risen with him through thefaith of the
operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead.

Youare ommpletein Christ.

Colosgans 2:13-14 says,

And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he
quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasss;

Blotting out the handwriting o ordinancesthat wasaganst us, which wascontrary to
us, and took it out of theway, nailing it to hiscross

Y ou have been quckened (made dive) together with Christ (in Him). All your trespasses
have been forgiven. All the ordinances that were ajainst you have been botted ou. They were dl
taken out of the way and rail ed to the Crossof Jesus on Calvary. He bore your sinsfor youin His
own body onthe Cross Hetookall your sicknessand d seases uponHimself and reil ed them to the
crossof Calvary. They are nolonger yours, for you arein Christ. In Christ you are mmplete, hdy,
undamable, urreproveablein God's sght; withou sin, sickness disease, or any of the works of the
devil.

It is your mind that must be renewed to understand the mystery of who you are in Christ.
Your mindis not a safe guide to who you are in Christ. The Word of God is the only safe quide
(along with the Holy Spirit and the blood d Jesus Christ). You will find reference to these three
witnessesin 1John 58-9.

Y ouwere dienated and an enemy of Godin your mind kefore youreceved Jesusas LORD.
Now, youmust not let your mindstopyoufrom living andwalkingin Him. It saysin Colossans 2:6,
"Asyehavetherefore recaved Christ JesustheLord, sowalk yein him."

In 2 Corinthians 5:7, it says, " (For wewalk by faith, not by sight,)" "not by the seang o
our eyes, nor the hearing d our ears" (Isa. 11:3). We must walk by the Word of God, led by the
Spirit of God.

Because of whowe aein Christ, and what God has made usto bein Christ, we must enter
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into the presenceof God bddly, by theblood d Jesus Christ and make our request known. We must
pray to the Father in Jesus name; knowing and believing our prayer is answered.

Jesus said in John 1413-14,

And whatsoever yeshall ask in my name, that will | do, that theFather maybeglorified

in the Son.

If ye shall ask any thing in my name, | will doit.
We must believe what Jesus said, based uponthe statement He made to us. He said, He will doit,
"that the Father may beglorified in the Son." Hedidn't say it had anything to dowith what you
have or have not dore in the past. The answer to your prayer is only based uponJesus wanting the
Father to be glorified in the Son.

Our mindisthe battle field. We must win the battle in our mind by believing the Word of
Godasto "whowe aein Christ." Who God sayswe ae, and what God says He will do.What Jesus
says He will do,if we ak. It isnat based uponwhat we think in ou natural mind. It is based upon
the Word of God concerning us, in Christ, and His gracewhich He @ounded to usin Christ.

For the Scriptures says in Ephesians 2:8-9,

For by graceare yesaved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it isthegift of God:

Not of works, lest any man should boast.
Our worksare nat even considered when it comesto answering our prayers. God daesnat look upon
our good works before He answers our prayers. He looks upon s in Christ, and seés us haly,
unreproveable, undamablein His sght.

God answers our prayers acaording to ou faith. His grace &ad ou faith. Nothing else is
considered when it comes to God answering our prayers. For we ae the righteousnessof Godin
Christ when we believe (Rom. 3:22).

Hebrews 4:16says, " L et ustherefore comeboldly untothethroneof grace, that wemay
obtain mercy, and find graceto help in time of neal." Mercy and gracewill be granted to usif
we ome boldly unto the throne of God, asking what we have need of and recaving it by faith.

So, why ask? That you might have that which isrightly yours acarding to the Word of God
and God gets glorified in the Son. Give God the glory! Let God ke glorified in the Son.

Changeyour ways, and ASK, that your joy may befull, that Godthe Father will beglorified
in the Son? Will you glorify God, by ASKING, whatsoever you have neal of in acordanceto the
will of God? If youwill, Jesus will be glorified, the Father will be glorified in the Son.

ThisisGodswill for you! Jesus sid, " ask, and it shall begiven!" Believe Jesus, and Ask!
In Jesus name!

Dont forget what James said, " you have not, because ye ask not" (James 4:2). SO AsK!
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"That you may recave, that your joy may be full!"

In asking, we must understandthat faithisaway of life. " Weliveby faith!" Faithisnat the
same as believing in ou mind. Thewordsfaith and kelieve ae used throughou the Bible. They are
two different words with similar meanings. To understand faith we need to understand the
progressonthat leads to faith.

Therearethreestepstofaith. (1) Hope. (2) Believe. (3) Faith. Werecavehopeby two forms,
by heaing the word of God and by seang the evidence of bath the goodress of God and the
wickednessof evil. Whenweexperience e&vil, disaster, depresson,constant battlesagainst our being,
and ou mindwe lookin hopefor a dhange.

Many people who do no know God, cry out in despair and hope that there is a God
somewhere that can help them. Crying out to God can came from experiencing evil and nd being
ableto get relief. Thisthen turnsapersonto hopefor help. Many times people go to peoplefor help,
hopng to recave some type of help. This may be for help from abuse, alcohd, drugs, depresson,
etc., even financial problems. They placehopeintheseindividuals. That is, they hope for sometype
of help. Theworld canna givethem lasting help, bu many timesthey do nd know how to find God
"though Heisnot far from anyone of us' (Acts17:27).

Onceapersonisintroduced to God; that is, knowsthat thereisatrue Godin heaven, andthe
LORD, whoisthe Credor of hearen and eath, then they can apply this hope that they havein the
seandstep; that is, believing. This believing must be based uponthe Word of God. Thisbelieving
inthe New Testament must bein Jesus Christ, the Son d Godalso. Believing startswith hope, then
comesthebeli eving; even urto salvation(Rom. 10:9-10) and keing bornagain (John 111-13, 33-7).

We believe and confessunto salvation (Rom 10:10), and we believe unto eterndl life. Asan
example, Jesus said in John 524," Verily, verily, | say unto you, Hethat heareth my word, and
believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not comeinto condemnation; but
ispassd from death untolife." Inthisverse Jesus said it isthe believing onthe Father that sent
Him intotheworld that bringsabou eternd life. InJohn 647,Jesus sid, " Verily, verily, | sayunto
you, Hethat believeth on me hath everlasting life." Therefore, believing on Jesus brings eterna
life.

Hope and believing lea to faith. In the Old Testament it speaks of Abraham, one of whom
God used as an example for all who have faith. Abraham believed God. Romans 4.3 says, " For
what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for
righteousness" How did Abraham believe God that God shoud spe&k so highly of him? Romans
4:18 says, "Who aganst hope believed in hope, that he might become the father of many
nations, acoording to that which was goken, So shall thy seed be."

The believing of Abraham began with hope. Even against hope, Abraham still believed
acordingtowhat the LORD had spoken. Thisiswherefaith and keli eving cometogether. Believing
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is smple when we can hea, see fed, touch, and taste. We hea the Word of God and we believe.
But for faith to work it must go beyondthe believing stage into believing; beyond ho. That is,
believing beyond the natural abiliti es of man. Believing beyond hog, beyond things not seen,
beyondthethingsthat exist. Faith believeswhenthereisno hope. "Faith beli evesin the supernatural,
nat just the natura." "Faith believesin God, nd in man!"

This is where Christians are mostly defeaed; where the devil steds, kills, and destroys
Christians. When Christians put faith in man, it fails. JESUS NEVER TOLD US TO "HAVE FAITH IN
MAN!" Jesus sid, " Have faith in God!" (Mark 11:22) Faith in man is an operation d hope and
believing. Faith in God goes beyondthe natural abiliti es of man.

All over theworld Christiansare asking other Christiansto help them. They shoud be asking
God,infaith! Jesusdidnt say "ask other Christians!" Jesus said, Ask the Father, or Ask in Hisname!

The Word of God dedares, " The just shall live by faith" (Rom. 1:17). Faith must bein
God, not in man. God may use men, a women to supdy our neads, bu our faith must not bein men
or women "But in God."

Something else that shoud be understood abou faith, faith comes from God (Rom.
10:1712:3, Heb. 12:2, Jude 1:20). How do we get faith from God? First we draw nigh urto God,
se&k Him while He can be found.James 4:7-8 says,

Submit your selves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will fleefrom you.

Draw nigh to God, and hewill draw nigh to you.

Faith comes when we submit ourselves unto God and daw nigh urto Him. We must seek Him
dili gently. Asit saysin Hebrews 11:6, " But without faith it isimpossble to please him: for he
that cometh to God must believethat heis, and that heis a rewarder of them that dili gently
see&k him."

What we need to understand s, faith comes from God; our faith must bein God. It isaway
of life, Thiseliminates ustrying to usefaith for our own pupaoses and orly when we have aspedal
neeal. Faith isaway of living, na something we use oncein awhile to recave the desires of our
mind, and the flesh. Faith comes from God for His purpose, that we can doHiswill .

Inliving by faith, remember, Jesus said, Ask the Father, and He will doit! Or Ask Him and
Hewill doit.

Let uslookat someof thetimes Jesustold usto"Ask." Let uspay attentionto who Jesus said
to "Ask." In Matthew 7:7-11 Jesus sid,

Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened

unto you:

For every one that asketh recaveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that

knocketh it shall be opened.

Or what man isthere of you, whom if his ©on ask bread, will he give him a stone?
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Or if heask afish, will hegive him a serpent?
If yethen, being evil, know how to gvegoad giftsunto your children, how much more
shall your Father which isin heaven give goad thingsto them that ask him?

Noticethat Jesusis nat talking abou asking people, He is talking abou asking our Father
in heaven.

In Matthew 18:19-20 Jesus said,

Again | sayunto you, That if two o you shall agreeon earth astouching any thing that
they shall ask, it shall be donefor them of my Father which isin heaven.

For wheretwo o three are gathered together in my name, theream | in the midst of
them.

In John 1413-14 Jesus sid,

And whatsoever yeshall ask in my name, that will | do, that theFather maybeglorified
in the Son.

If ye shall ask any thing in my name, | will doit.

InJohn 157 Jesus said," If yeabidein me, and my wordsabidein you, yeshall ask what
yewill, and it shall bedone unto you." InJohn 1516 Jesus sid, " Y e have not chosen me, but
| have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your
fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may gve it

In John 1623-24 Jesus sid,

And in that day ye shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily, | say unto you, Whatsoever ye
shall ask the Father in my name, hewill giveit you.

Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receve, that your joy
may befull.

Jesus never told usto ask peoplefor what we have nead. He dwaystold usto Ask the Father,
or Askin Hisname. Now with understanding of hope, believing, andfaith; let uscontinueto contend
for the faith that was once delivered to the saints (Jude 1:3). Let your asking be in faith. Ask the
LORD, or Ask the Father, andthey will givetoyouwhatsoever youask, believing and nd doulting
inyour heat.

The LORD aways rewards those who ask in faith; "that is, ask Him, believing, and nd
wavering." Therefore, " ASK THE LORD!"
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THE CONCLUSION

To come to a mnclusion onasking the LORD, we must first come to an understanding of
whothe LORD is. Jesus said in John 539," Search the scriptures; for in them yethink ye have
eternal life: and they are they which testify of me."

Knowing that the Scriptures aretheinspired Word of God (2 Tim 3:16), let us achtofind
what they say about Jesus Christ.

In the gospel of Johnit says,

In the beginning wasthe Word, and the Word waswith God, and the Word was God.
The same (Jesus) wasin the beginning with God.

All thingsweremade by him; and without him wasnot any thing made that was made
(John 11-3).

In John 110it says, "Hewas in the world, and the world was made by him, and the
world knew him not." Thistellsusthat it was Jesuswho creaed theworld. Colossans 1:16 says,
"For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and
invisible, whether they bethrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all thingswere
created by him, and for him." There ae many other Scriptures that tell usthat Jesus creaed the
heavens, the eath, and al that is within; the Father and the Holy Spirit working through Jesus.

Jesusisthe"Word of God' by which all thingswere aeded. TheninJohn 114it says, " And
the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld hisglory, the glory as of the
only begotten of the Father,) full of graceand truth."

There are many other Scriptures that testify of Jesus Christ being the Son d God. So let us
seethe paosition that Jesus Christ holds today.
InMark 16:19it says, " So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, hewasreceved up into
heaven, and sat on the right hand of God." In Romans 8:34 it says, "Who is he that
condemneth?1tisChristthat died, yearather, that isrisen again, whoiseven at the right hand
of God, who aso maketh intercesgon for us." InColossans3:1it says, " If yethen be risen with
Christ, seek thosethingswhich are above, where Chrigt sitteth on the right hand of God." In
Hebrews 10:12 it says, " But this man, after he had offered one sacrificefor sinsfor ever, sat
down on the right hand of God." In 1Peter 3:22it says, " Whoisgoneinto heaven, and ison the
right hand of God; angels and authorities and powers being made subjed unto him."

These dl spe& of Jesus Christ being at the right hand d God. Peter said that " angels and
authoritiesand powers are made subjed unto him." In Phili ppians 2:9-11, it says,

Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above

every name:

That at the name of Jesus every kneeshould bow, of things in heaven, and thingsin

37



earth, and things under the erth;
And that every tongue should confessthat JesusChristisLord, totheglory of God the
Father.

Paul wrote in Ephesians 1:20-22,
Which hewrought in Christ, when he raised him from thedead, and set him at hisown
right hand in the heavenly places,
Far aboveall principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every namethat
isnamed, not only in thisworld, but also in that which isto come:
And hath put all thingsunder hisfed, and gave him to bethe head over all things.

Theseareonly afew of the Scripturesthat bare witnessof Jesus Christ. Then Jesus Himself,
spoke and said in Matthew 28:18," All power isgiven unto mein heaven and in earth.” To the
Apostle John onthe Isle of Patmos, Jesus said,

Fear not; | am thefirst and the last:

| am hethat liveth, and was dead; and, behold, | am alive for evermore, Amen; and

have the keys of hell and of death" (Rev. 1:17,18.

All of these and many other witnesses have we of who Jesus Christ is, and the position He
hadsin creaion. Therefore, we must deadewhowewill believe, Jesus Chrigt, or the thoughtsthat
cometo ou mind? The Word of Godtellsusin 2Corinthians 10:5, to " Cast down imaginations,
and every high thingthat exalteth itself aganst theknowledge of God, and bringinto captivity
every thought to the obedienceof Christ."

The knowledge of Godisreveded inthe Word of God,the Bible. Therefore, uncerstanding
that the god d thisworld binds our minds so we do nd believe the truth of the Gospel of Christ (2
Cor. 4:4), we must cast down (get rid df) al thoughts that do nd agreewith the truth.

Jesussaid in John 146, " | am the Truth!" Therefore, we must beli eve Jesus Christ above
al other thoughtsthat cometo ou mind.Wemust bring all our thouwghtsinto subjedionto theWord
of God, the Words of Jesus Christ! Jesus sidinJohn 663," It isthe spirit that quickeneth; the
flesh profiteth nothing: the wordsthat | speak unto yau, they are spirit, and they are life."

Jesus aso told usin John 844 that " the devil isaliar, thefather of lies..." So who will
we believe?Let usleanto believe Jesus Christ andrgled (refuse) all thoughtsthat cometo our mind
that do nd agreewith the words of Jesus, our LORD, or the Word of God. Cast them down (refuse
to receve them), bring then into ceptivity to the obedience of Christ.
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BREAKING THE SOUND BARRIER

Intheworld, when they discovered how to buldjet airplanesthey also dscovered that there
isasound larrier that must be broken to fly at high speads. When ajet airplane reades a speed o
abou 600miles per/hou the speed of the arplane cachesup with the sound d the engines (which
before that time traveled ahead of the arplane; or faster than the arplane was traveling When this
happens, thesoundcausesavibrationinthe arplane andall surroundngobjeds. The arplanebegins
to shake and vibrate violently. If the arplaneis close to howses at the time the vibration can cause
the windows in the house to shatter and lre&k. At the paint of breging the sound larrier thereisa
tremendous violent force from both diredions as the soundfrom the arplane comes against the
soundin front of the arplane.

But, once the arplane exceals the speal of sound the vibration and violent shaking and
shattering stops and the arplane travels at high speeds with ease. From that point on, the arplane
can excedal the speed of sound ly many times withou experiencing any readion from the sound
barrier.

Soit isin prayer and recaving an answer to your prayer. When you pray, asking the LORD
for whatsoever you have nedl, the praying iseasy. It islike asking a dose friend, @ someone you
know very well to help youin aminor task. But, as you then wait for the answer, standing in faith,
thereisa"fight of faith” (2 Tim. 6:12); al hell bresksloosein your mind. The spiritual forces attack
your mind with all kinds of dould, thoughts that God will not give youwhat you asked for, al the
aternative ways you could go if you do nd get what you prayed for, etc. This battle in your mind
will continue for hours, even for days, even longer at times. Thisisthe battle of the breging paint.
The spiritual forces will try to bredk your faith, to get youto give up, to na continue to stand fast
andfight the goodfight of faith. Thisisthe time when you reed to tell the devil "heisaliar; Jesus
canna lie!" Don't givein to the devilslies, and decetful thoughts!

Oh how wonderful it isandthe eae and joy that comes after you kregk the barrier in your
mind, hddingfast towhat you prayed for. Thebattlewill beover after thetrying of your faith (James
1:3), and the victory will be won. Y ou will recave whatsoever you prayed for if you continue to
pressonfor the answer, refusing to accept anything lessthan what you asked for in faith. O how
wonderful it isafter the battleisover. But what abattle, when al theforces of darknesscome against
your mind to destroy your faith! Don't give up and lose the victory, the grea reward for your
confidence and faith!

Kegyinmindall that Jesustaught us by what He said and dd. Remember, in John 1412-14,
Hesaid,

Verily, verily, | say unto you, Hethat believeth on me, theworksthat | do shall hedo

also; and greater worksthan these shall he do; because | gounto my Father.
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And whatsoever yeshall ask in my name, that will 1 do,that theFather maybeglorified
in the Son.
If ye shall ask any thing in my name, | will doit.

First Jesus said that we, you and |, would dogreaer works than He did. Then He told us
"Why we would dogreaer works!" Then He went on to explain "How we would dothe greaer
works!"

Jesus said, " whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will 1 do!" Then He repeded it
again, saying, " If yeshall ask any thingin my name, | will doit." Therefore, when we pray and
ASK THE LORD, we must believe in what Jesus said.

Onething | naticed in studying the Scriptures, "Jesuscanna lie!" He said, " Whatsoever we
ask in Hisname Hewill doit." When we ak acaording to the Will of God (1 John 514), andthe
Words of Jesus; beli eving that we have whatsoever we desire (Mark 11:24), and doubing not (Mark
11:23), it shall be dore (John 1413,14!

The one thing we often missis the controlling of our thoughts after we ask. We must,
therefore, after we ask "take authority over our thoughts (2 Cor. 105)," dorit let the devil sted from
us (Mark 4:15) what we have drealy receved (Mark 11:24) (from God in the spirit (Rom. 4:17),
before we seeit inthe natural (Rom. 4:18)). Standtherefore (Eph. 614-17) with ou heat and mind
set, "Jesuscannd lie, thedeul isaliar;" therefore, | havewhat | asked for and | will not giveupmy
confidencewhich produces such agred reward (Heb. 1035-36)!

So be of goodcourage, strong in your faith, that you may dothe greaer works (John 1412)
for our LORD and Savior, Jesus Christ!

First, beforeyou pray, be sureyou have peacan your spirit, then find Scripturesthat tell you
what to ask for. Then ASK IN JESUS NAME!

Foll owing our asking, we must take antrol of all thoughts that cometo ou mind. Tell the
devil, "It is written," (quote the Scripture where it is written). We must rgled, cast down and kring into
captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ, "the Words of Jesus, and the Word of God."

This could be our procedure when we ASK!

LORD Jesus, Yousaidthat "with God dl thingsare possble, nahingisimpossblefor God."
You said, "All things are posgble to them that believe”

LORD Jesus, | amnow askingin Your name accordingto Your Word andthe Word of Godthat You

(quaethe ripturelreference). | now believeit isdoneaccordingto Mark 11:24, andi therefore
refuseto accept any thoughs that would cause doult or unbeli f.
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Saan,| comeaganst youinthenameof Jesus Christ. | comeaganst any thoughsthat do nd agree
with the prayer | just prayed. | standforeve, casting davn al thoughs that would bring doulb or
unbelief to my mind. Therefore, | commandyou in the name of Jesusto fleefrom ny mind.

LORD, | thark You, that You arethetruth, and Stanisaliar. Therefore | believeYou andrejea
all thoughs that come against my mind.

Father | will giveYoutheglory for all that isdorein my life. You arethe God o all creation,the
Father of my LORD Jesus Christ. To You lkethe glory foreve andeve!

After we have prayed and asked the LORD, we shoud at all times give God the glory.
Continue to thank and praise God for the answer is aready here. We have drealy recaved the
answer in theredm of the spirit; the manifestationin the natural isonitsway. Although we cannat
seeit with ou physicd eyes, we know by the Word of God, it's already here.

Hold fast to your confessonandyouwill seethe manifestation d what youasked for. Never
stop praising and thanking God for the manifestation; for God inhabits the praises of His people.
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