
Statement of Agreement, and conditions of use.

The information contained in this book remains the property of Hands For Jesus, Inc. You may
E-Mail this file to your friends, neighbors, or whosoever you desire. They also must agree with
the following conditions concerning reproducing this book in any other form than this original
form. No copy of this book is to be used for any type of profit, monetary or non-monetary,
exchange, or other.

No copy of this Free Book may be reproduced " in any other form or any type of profit,
monetary or non-monetary, exchange, or other."  It is only to be used to teach, edify, build up,
and encourage yourself and others. You may reproduce it " in this form (as it is)"  with the
following agreement of Hands For Jesus, Inc.  Any other use is in violation of this agreement.

This agreement allows you to produce, for your own learning and teaching, One (1) copy. You
may produce twenty-five (25) additional copies for teaching purposes where you are involved.  
If for some reason you feel you need more than twenty-five (25) additional copies of this Free
Book, you must contact us by mail at Hands For Jesus, Inc.  P.O. BOX 18655, MILWAUKEE,
WI 53218-0655.  You will receive a reply by Mail .

Every copy you print out of this Free Book must include, on the first pages, this entire agreement
statement. Plus it must include your statement of intention of use and your full name. Any copies
of this book without this agreement on the first pages, including your statement of intention of
use and your full name, will be consider a violation of your rights.

Include below, your statement of intention of use. Also include your complete name (signature).
This must be included in every copy you download and print out from Hands For Jesus, Inc. 

Full Name:                                                                 

Intention of use:                                                                                                                         

Thank you for helping us to share the gospel of our LORD Jesus Christ.



2

All Scripture quotations are from the Authorized King James Version of the Bible unless
otherwise indicated.
August 15, 2009

CALLE D BY GOD
Mini Book

Part 1

Checked with Grammatik
Published by:

HANDS FOR JESUS
P.O. BOX 18655

MILWAUKEE, WI  53218-0655

Visit us at:
www.handsforjesus.cc
www.handsforjesus.org

2009 by Merle E. Koepke
All rights reserved



3

Introduction

This series of Mini-books are written to bring attention to those whom God has called to the
ministry, and have been hindered or deceived by others. In Matthew 22:1-14 Jesus told a parable of
a king who invited many to the marriage supper of his son. Time and time again the king sent out
to invite people to the wedding supper. Many who were invited did not come. One who did come,
did not have on a wedding garment, and he was cast out.

This parable could be speaking of Christians who should be attending the marriage supper
of the Lamb, after they have completed the work of the ministry that the LORD called them to here
on earth. The Bible speaks of the marriage supper of the Lamb in Revelation, Chapter Nineteen.

If  this is the true meaning of the parable in Matthew 22, it would be best if Christians
understood it correctly. For in Matthew 22:11-14 it says, “ And when the king came in to see the
guests, he saw there a man which had not on a wedding garment...And he saith unto him,
Fr iend, how camest thou in hither not having a wedding garment? And he was
speechless...Then said the king to the servants, Bind him hand and foot, and take him away,
and cast him into outer darkness; there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth...For many are
called, but few are chosen.”

It is important that we study the Scriptures closely, and not just read them or believe what
others tell us. For those who have studied verse fourteen closely, they will find that the word “are”
is in italics. That means, “ that word is not in the original manuscripts.” That word was added by the
translators.

In understanding the complete parable we will notice in each group that was called, many had
chosen not to come to the wedding supper. The king called many but only a few of those he called
came. That indicates that the words “ are chosen,”  are incorrectly translated. It really should have
been translated “ have chosen.”  It was the ones who were called that chose not to come.

The one that was cast out did not have on a wedding garment. This could mean that coming
to the wedding was not very important to him, not important enough to have a garment appropriate
for such an occasion.

Many Christians today have been called into some type of ministry work, but never entered
into that call . Have they not counted it as important in their li ves? Have they decided to ignore that
call? Or, have they “been hindered or deceived” by others, that they did not answer the call?

I believe there are many Christians that the LORD has called into the ministry, but “have
been hindered or deceived by others,” and did not answer the call . As I look at my own li fe, I see
many times the enemy tried to stop me, hinder me, and come against me in the ministry work.

We must understand that the work of the ministry is “a high calli ng” from the LORD
Himself. The greatest opposition to the call i nto the ministry comes from Satan, and his spirits. Yet,
even though it is demonic spirits that come against us, “ they work through people.” People yield over
to the temptations of spirits, and these spirits use them to deceive others. That has been the way
Satan has worked from the beginning.

In Genesis Chapter Three, Satan did not tempt Eve himself, but he sent a serpent to tempt
Eve instead. When Satan came to get Adam he did not tempt Adam himself, he sent Eve to tempt
Adam. This is how Satan works to tempt people to disobey the LORD.

Satan cannot force anyone to disobey the LORD. But, he uses other people to tempt people
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to disobey the LORD.
Hopefully, this mini-book series will help Christians in a number of ways. First, they must

recognize the call of God on their li ves. Secondly, recognize those that Satan sends to keep them
from fulfilli ng that call . Thirdly, they must repent for not doing the work they have been called to
and fulfill t he call of the LORD upon their li ves.

Called by God

In John 15:16 Jesus said, “ Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained
you, that ye should go and br ing for th fruit, and that your fruit should remain...”  In John
20:21, Jesus said to His disciples, “...Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so send
I  you.”  In John 17:18, Jesus said to the Father, “ As thou hast sent me into the wor ld, even so have
I also sent them into the wor ld.”

The first thing we need to understand is that we do not call ourselves to the ministry. The
LORD calls us, and ordains us to do the work of the ministry.

This is important to understand, for it is known that there are many in the ministry that did
not come through the Door. Jesus said, “ These are nothing by thieves and robbers”  (John 10:1,7).
Some of them are “ hirelings”  (John 10:13,14).

How do we know if we are called to the ministry? We could look at John 15:1-8, and see
what it says there. Jesus said, “ I  am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman...Every
branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he
purgeth it, that it may br ing for th more fruit...Now ye are clean through the word which I have
spoken unto you...Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except
it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me... I am the vine, ye are the branches:
He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same br ingeth for th much fruit: for without me ye can
do nothing...I f a man abide not in me, he is cast for th as a branch, and is withered; and men
gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned...I f ye abide in me, and my words
abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will , and it shall be done unto you...Herein is my Father
glor ified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.”

Now we need to ask ourselves these questions, does John 15:1-8 apply to us? Are we among
the branches that Jesus is speaking of? If we are, then we should pay attention to what Jesus said
about the branches.

If we are among the branches, then we must bear fruit into the body of Christ. For if we do
not bear fruit, we will be cast forth and burned (which is not a good position to be in).

If we study the Scriptures closely, we will know that everyone who is born again is a part of
the vine that Jesus was speaking of. For the vine that Jesus was speaking of gets it’ s li fe from the
roots. The li fe of the vine flows up from the roots, through the vine, into the branches. That means,
the very li fe of God abides in us. If the li fe of God abides in us, then we are among the branches that
Jesus is speaking of.

If the very li fe of God does not abide in us, then we are not truly born again into the family
of God. Therefore, if we are born again, then we are among the branches that Jesus was speaking of.

Being that we are among the branches that Jesus was speaking of, then without question, we
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must bear fruit, for the fruit of the vine is produced upon the branches.
It is very interesting how God works when we understand it. First of all , in order to be a

living branch on the vine, we must get our li fe from the vine. 
Being born again of the Word and the Spirit, we become new creatures in Christ. Being in

Christ, our new li fe in the spirit is dependant upon Christ. Being dependant upon Christ for our new
li fe in Christ we must receive from Christ everything we need to continue to live in the spirit.

Summing it all up, we see that Jesus Christ is the source of our spiritual li fe. Jesus is also our
“ righteousness, redemption, sanctification, justification, etc.” All that we are and all that we have
is not of ourselves, but of Jesus Christ, Who purchased us with His own precious blood on the Cross
of Calvary. We are in Him, and He is in us. We are not our own, but we belong to Him. Everything
we are and everything we will ever be is all because of what Jesus did for us, and what God is doing
in us. None of it is of ourselves.

Being that Jesus redeemed us, we belong to Him. Being we belong to Him, He has the right
to call us into a work of the ministry, and to expect us to fulfill t hat calli ng. If we do not fulfill t hat
call , it is only to our own loss. If we are cast forth as a branch and burned it is only because we did
not do what He called us to do.

Even though we know it is Satan that comes against us to deceive us and keep us from
fulfilli ng the call of the LORD upon our li ves, we have no one to blame except ourselves. We cannot
pass the blame on Satan. We cannot pass the blame upon our wife or husband or son or daughter.
We cannot pass the blame upon our Pastor, or anyone whom Satan uses to keep us from fulfilli ng
the call upon our li ves.

Even if Satan does use someone else like he used the serpent to get Eve. Even if Satan does
use our wife, li ke he used Eve to get Adam. Even if Satan does use a blind pastor to lead us into the
ditch (Matt. 15:14), we cannot pass the blame upon someone else. The LORD will hold us
responsible for not fulfilli ng the call on our li fe, not someone else.

Therefore, it is very important to understand the call of God upon our li ves. We must learn
to recognize the call , and then fulfill t hat call . To do that, we must also recognize how Satan comes
to deceive us, into following the directions of someone else rather than the directions the LORD
gives us to follow.

Another thing we must recognize is that not everyone is called to be a Pastor, or any other
of the fivefold ministries. Many are called to be intercessors, praise and worship leaders, prayer
warriors, healing ministry, witnesses to the unsaved, etc. There are many other types of ministries
in the body of Christ besides the fivefold ministries.

When I knew the LORD had called me into the ministry, I had no idea of what type of
ministry work I would be doing. I knew I was called, but did not know what type of ministry.

Once I knew it was to write books and tracts, I began to write, and write, and write. (With
every calli ng there is an anointing). The anointing to write would come upon me and sometimes I
would write for hours at a time. I continued to write for years, year after year.

Then, years later I began to teach Bible School. It did not take long after I began to teach
Bible School that Satan sent others who claimed to be in the ministry against me. It wasn’ t the
people that Satan used that were the problem, but the spirits that were working through the people
Satan used.

Keep in mind, if Satan had not sent spirits to work through those who came against me, they
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would not have come against me. They came against me because there were spirits controlli ng what
they did.

When Satan uses another Christian to come against you in the ministry, do not come against
the person, but come against the spirit that is working through that person. If you can talk to the
person whom Satan is using, then walk in love and do what you can to help them get free of the spirit
that is working through them. But, if they will not talk with you, you do need to separate yourself
from them. This is important to understand.

Do not remain under the influence of someone whom other spirits are working through. If
you remain with them long enough (which could be only a few months after you know there is
another spirit working in them), you could also come under the control of that same spirit. This
happens more often than many Christians understand.

The Apostle Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 5:11 “ But now I have wr itten unto you not to
keep company, if any man that is called a brother be a fornicator , or covetous, or an idolater,
or  a railer, or a drunkard, or an extor tioner; with such an one no not to eat.”  Keeping company
with Christians who do these things will put yourself in a position where that same spirit will t ransfer
onto you, and you will become like them.

I have seen this happen time and time again especially among Christians who continue to
have fellowship with those who are “ covetous, idolaters, and extor tioners.”  These do not belong
in the ministry of our LORD Jesus Christ.

Many who became that way, were not that way when they entered into the call of God on
their li ves.  They became that way after having fellowship with others in the ministry who were that
way.

The reason most Christians do not recognize the spirits that are working through these
Christians is because they do not know what it truly means to be “ covetous, an idolater, or an
extor tioner.”   There is so much of this in the Churches today that they think it is normal in the
ministry. Christians should look up these words in the Dictionary, and find out what they mean?

Christians cannot fulfill t he call of the LORD on their li ves while being controlled by a spirit
of covetous, or idolater, or extortioner. In the eyes of man, it may not mean much, but to the LORD,
it is forbidden among all Christians.

If Christians are doing such things and say they are not, they are liars. In Revelation 21:8 it
says, all “... idolaters, and all li ars, shall have their par t in the lake which burneth with fire and
br imstone: which is the second death.”

Everyone who is called into the ministry has an anointing to do that work of the ministry. If
Christians get involved with others who are “ covetous, idolaters, and extor tioners,”  the true
anointing could leave them, and a false anointing will come to take it’s place.

Many times, only the person who lost the true anointing will know that the anointing has
changed. Those around them will not always know the anointing is no longer the true anointing. But,
when they stand before the LORD on that last day, they will know where they left the true and
received the false.

You cannot hide anything from the LORD. If they do not repent of their  “ covetous, idolatry,
or extor tion,”  they will give an account for it.

Never let the spirits of “ covetous, idolatry, or extor tion,”   have any place in your li fe. The
main way to keep those spirits from getting a place in your li fe is always walk in love (agape),
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always preferring others before yourself in everything you do (Phil . 2:4).
Trust in the LORD for everything you have need of. Do not follow others who trust in the

worlds system to supply their needs. The LORD is faithful to take care of those who love Him and
trust Him. “Have faith in God, not in man.”

Do not be a partaker of the deeds of those who are “ covetous, idolaters, and extor tioners.”
Eternity is too long to spend in the wrong place, just for a few years of glorying in the rewards for
“ coveting, idolatry, or extor tion.”

There are some in the ministry today that wear the best clothes, drive the best cars, li ve in
mansions, travel all over the world, and may end up in the wrong place. The LORD does not reward
Christians for “ coveting, idolatry, or extor tion.”

I am not accusing anyone of these things. But if you are walking in the Spirit and led by the
Holy Spirit, you will know when the wrong spirit is in operation in the Churches today. You can
have the largest ministry in the world, and end up in the wrong place for all eternity. 

Some who say they have seen hell , mentioned ministers in hell , who have deceived their
congregation by not teaching the truth. Some have said there are ministers in hell for stealing money
from their churches.

The LORD does not reward those who think they are great, for their works of the flesh. The
LORD rewards Christians for following the leading of the Holy Spirit and doing only that which the
Holy Spirit leads them to do.

We must learn to know that which is of God and that which in not of God. Do only that
which is of God, and turn away from that which is not of God. This is the only way you can fulfill
the call of the LORD on your li fe. Any other way, is not the way of the LORD.
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Understanding
the Call to Ministry

There are certain things mentioned in the Scriptures that should not be overlooked. One of
these is in Matthew 28:19,20 where Jesus said, “ Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost...Teaching them to
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto
the end of the wor ld. Amen.”  Everyone who is called into the ministry is commissioned to do what
Jesus said to His disciples in Matthew 28:19,20.

We are to reach out into every nation and teach them all things that Jesus commanded us to
teach. Now we understand that every born again Christian cannot go into every nation and teach.
Yet, there is a way in which we can reach into all the world with the Gospel, and teach those things
Jesus said we should teach to all nations.

As an example, when I knew I was called into the ministry, I had no idea that I would be
doing what I am doing today. In 1981, I knew nothing about the Internet (the World Wide Web). I
simply started doing what the LORD called me to do. I started writing books and giving them away
free.

If we are obedient in the littl e things, the LORD will i ncrease what we do. The LORD will
bless the works of our hands, if we are doing what He called us to do.

I did not have anyone to help me. I did not have anyone giving me money to pay for the
material and equipment to write and give away books. I worked alone, and did what I could to do
(what I knew the LORD called me to do).

Even before I began to write books, I knew the LORD called me into the ministry. I had no
idea of what type of ministry I would be doing. I only knew the LORD called me into the ministry.

The first thing I did was start talking to people about the LORD. I started telli ng others about
how the LORD helped me in my everyday li fe. I got excited about what the LORD was doing in my
li fe, and I told others what I knew. I didn’ t know much compared to what I know now, but I told
others what I did know.

The first step in the ministry is to tell others about the LORD, by being a witness of what the
LORD has done for you, personally. If you are not faithful to tell others of what the LORD did for
you, you will never be a good witness for Jesus.

The next thing I did was look for some place where I could learn more about doing ministry
work. I started to look for a Bible School, where I could learn from others what to do in the ministry?

Not everyone needs to go to a Bible School. Some who have gone to a Bible School came
out following the teachings of men, rather than following the leading of the Holy Spirit from within
themselves.

We need to learn how to follow the leading of the Holy Spirit from within ourselves. We
need to mature in the Body of Christ and become known as sons of God, not just children of God.
Romans 8:14 says, “ For as many as are led by the Spir it of God, they are the sons of God.”

Being led by the Holy Spirit should be the most important goal in our li ves as Christians. The
one thing we do not want is to be led by the wrong spirits. Many have gone into error and followed
the wrong spirits. Evil spirits will come as angels of light, but they will l ead us into the pits of hell
without our knowing until it i s too late.
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There are many Christians who have been deceived by the enemy. Jesus said in Matthew
7:13,14, “ Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth
to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat...Because strait is the gate, and narr ow
is the way, which leadeth unto li fe, and few there be that find it.”  Jesus would not lie to us, He
is telli ng the truth. There are few that find the strait and narrow way. The strait and narrow way is
the way the Holy Spirit will l ed us.

Be careful who you follow. Be sure  they are being led by the Holy Spirit and not some other
spirit. I have tried to join a number of Churches, but it didn’ t take long for the Holy Spirit to let me
know I could not stay in those Churches. We cannot serve two masters. If we are to serve the LORD,
we cannot follow those who are not following the LORD.

We cannot become pleasers of men, and pleasers of God at the same time. We must make
certain we are pleasing God in what we do. There are great rewards for following the leading of the
Holy Spirit in what we do. If we continue to follow the leading of the Holy Spirit, we will be amazed
at what the LORD will do in our li ves.

Within a year after I received the Baptism in the Holy Spirit, the anointing to write books
came upon me (For more information on receiving this anointing, get the book “The Call to
Ministry” ).

The first book I wrote was in 1982, titled, “The LORD said, Tell Them I Love Them.” It took
only about one month to write that book. I had 15,000 copies printed. I paid for them all with my
own money. I did not ask anyone to help me pay for them. Then I gave them away FREE. I never
asked anyone for money to help me.

I received many good reports from people who read that book. Some told of how they
received the LORD into their li ves because of reading that book. That book seemed to go all over
without me knowing where it was going, or how it got to where it went.

I continued to write books, and I started to mail them out to people I knew. I paid the
printing, the postage, and all the expenses myself. I did not ask anyone for money. Yet, somehow
I always had my bill s paid when they were due. The more I wrote books and mailed them out freely,
the more the anointing increased. 

Through the books, I met a lot of people who read them, and was able to pray with them and
teach them things that helped them in their li ves. Many received the baptism in the Holy Spirit, and
many were healed of all sorts of sicknesses and diseases.

This seems to be some of the first things we should be doing in the ministry, witnessing to
others, teaching, praying, and helping others to know the LORD and His Word. The more we help
others, the more the LORD works in our li ves. The more we give, the more we receive.

The more we bless others with the Word of God, teaching those things we have been taught
by God, and sharing what we have learned, the more the LORD blesses us with spiritual blessings.

The more we learn from the Holy Spirit, the better things get in our li ves. When we share
what we know, the LORD gives us more. The more we trust in the LORD and lean not unto our own
understanding, the more we receive from the LORD.

Over and over I am amazed at what the LORD does in my li fe, things that we know is the
LORD and is not man. The testimonies of things the LORD has done in my li fe have helped others
receive from the LORD also.

When we share with others what the LORD has given to us, the LORD blesses us and those
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whom we share them with. Over and over, others have told me of how much they appreciate the
books I have been sending out.

I do not send books to everyone who wants them. That would be walking after the flesh. I
only send books to those whom I feel in my spirit to send them to. It is when we know in our spirit
what to do and what not to do,  we see and experience the joy of being in the ministry.

It is a privilege and a joy to be in the ministry. But the greatest joy is in being led and taught
by the Holy Spirit. Men teach things that pertain to the flesh, but the Holy Spirit teaches how to live
and walk in the Spirit. There is always a joy in being led by the Holy Spirit rather than being
controlled by men who think they are someone great.

We need to know those who labor among us, if they are working for the kingdom of God or
for themselves. There are many in the ministry today who are working for themselves, that they can
reap the benefits that are for those who are led by the Holy Spirit. These are blind leaders of the blind
and don’ t know that they are on the wrong road (the one that leads to destruction of the body and the
soul) (Matt. 7:13,14).

Jesus said to His disciples in John  15:10,11, “ I f ye keep my commandments, ye shall
abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his love...These
things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be
full .”

There is a joy in keeping the commandments that Jesus gave us. One of those commandments
is “ Go ye therefore, and teach all nations...”  (Matt. 28:19,20). It is amazing how much one person
can do.

I began writing books in 1982. In 2002, I went on the Internet. I started with one web site,
www.handsforjesus.org. When I started on the Internet, on my Web site, I had an E-mail address
where Christians could contact me for more information. Satan used many people, calli ng
themselves Christians, belonging to Denominations, to try to destroy what I was doing. I removed
the E-mail address, and replaced it with a response return E-mail from those who downloaded free
books.

From this response form, I received information from Christians all over the world. Some
were Pastors of churches. Some heads of Bible schools. Some were students in Bible Schools. Some
working as Evangelists, and some had ministries of all sorts, such as prison ministries, ministries to
the orphans, ministries to youth, etc. Many were just Christians looking for more information to help
them in their li ves.

Within a few years I had over one-thousand responses from Christians in almost every
country in the world. I was unable to take the time to reply to all the responses, so I left only my Post
Off ice Box address on the Web sites. The world is waiting for Christians to help them.

Be sure to get all the parts to this series of Mini-books on “Called by God.” In each of the
following Mini-books in this series there will be ways revealed to help you fulfill t he Call of God
on your li fe.

You can fulfill the call of God on your li fe by learning some things from those who have
obeyed the call on their li ves. There are many ways that individuals can do the will of God that have
not been revealed in the past centuries. As you see some of the ways mentioned, the Holy Spirit will
quicken within your spirit, what to do and how to do it.
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We must be careful not to follow those who want to control what we do for their own benefit.
God does not control others. God walks in love and does not use people to control other people. God
wants to be the one in control “ through love, not by any means of force.” Be sure that those you
listen to are not trying to control what you do.

For more information on “ Called by God,”  get “ Par t 2"  of this series of Mini-books. As
time permits, these will be added to all the other Free Books already on our Web sites at:

www.handsforjesus.cc
www.handsforjesus.org


