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Introduction

In Matthew 7:21, Jesus said, “ Not every onethat saith untome, Lord, Lord, shall enter
into the kingdom of heaven; but hethat doeth thewill of my Father which isin heaven.” Are
Christians doing the will of God the Father? If nat, why not?

Let usget abetter understanding of what Jesusistalking abou when Hementioned “... enter
into the kingdom of heaven...” Jesus had been teating on “the kingdom of heaven” all theway
from Matthew 5:1 through Matthew 7:29. To understand what Jesus is talking about, we need to
consider much morethan just afew verses. It isimportant to understand what it meansto enter into
the kingdom of heaven, andwhy it is © important that we do enter into the kingdom of heaven.

To begin with, the words “kingdom of heaven” and “kingdom of God’ are spe&ing of the
same thing. Theword “kingdom” in bah dof these statements shoud have been trandated “reign.”
In these verses, the kingdom of hearen and the kingdom of God means “the reign of God”

Therefore, if Godisnot reigning in ou lives, we have not entered into the kingdom of God.
Knowing this, we can better understand what Jesus was sying in Matthew 7:22,23.Jesus sid,
“Many will saytomeinthat day,Lord, Lord, havewenot prophesied in thy name? and in thy
name have @ast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works?.. And then will |
professunto them, | never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.”

How many Christians want to go through life here on eath thinking they are doing the will
of God andthen find ou on the day of judgment that they were not doing the will of God? Who
wants to spend eternity in hell? Whowantsto betold by the LORD, “...1 never knew you: depart
from me, yethat work iniquity?” It is sad that many think, becausethey “... prophesied...cast out
devils...and done many wonderful works...” they shoud be entitled to enter into heaven. Yet,
Jesus said, many who dothaose things, could still be cast out.

Christians need a better understanding of what Jesusistalking abou in Matthew, Chapters
fivethrough seven. Jesus said in Matthew 7:13,14," Enter yein at the strait gate: for wideisthe
gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in
thereat.. Because strait isthe gate, and narr ow isthe way, which leadeth unto life, and few
there be that find it.” Why is it that so many are entering in at the wide gate, and so few are
entering in the narrow gate?

It isimportant, that we understand what Jesusis talking about, and knaow if we ae entering
inthe“...strait...gae, and narr ow...way, which leadeth untolife...” Onceweleavethiseath, we
shoud be entering into heaven, and nd be cast out into ouer darkness For our names can betaken
out of thebook d life (Rev. 3:.4,5).



DOING HISWILL

How can we do the will of God the Father? What does it mean to dothe will of God the
Father?

There are cetain thingswe need to uncerstand concerning doing the will of Godthe Father.
First of al, the will of God the Father is made known to us from Genesis 1:1 through Revelation
22:21.The complete Bible containsthewill of Godthe Father, written in such away that only thase
who cesireto doHiswill, will understand what His will i s?

In the beginning of the Book d Genesisit tells us that the LORD God creaed man in His
own image (Gen. 127). Thenthe LORD God dacel man in the garden of Eden, wherein there was
“thetree of life” (Gen. 29). There was aso in the garden “the tree of knowledge of goad and
evil.” In Genesis 2:17 the LORD God commanded man, nd to ed of “the tree of knowledge of
goad and evil.”

Aswe lookthroughou the Bible we will seemany verses that tell us how to dothe will of
God the Father, as well as what not to do.In Proverbs 3:5 it says, “ Trust in the LORD with all
thineheart; and lean not untothineown understanding.” Whenwereal verses sich asProverbs
3:5 we shoud consider the oppasite of what it says also. If we aeto “...lean not unto thine own
understanding,” how then are we to dothe will of God?

Let uslookat Romans8:14which says, “ For asmany asare led by the Spirit of God, they
are thesonsof God.” What would bethe oppdasite of being “...led by the Spirit of God?” Simply,
it would be, leaning “...unto thine own understanding.”

In Isaiah 558,9it says, “ For my thoughtsare not your thoughts, neither are your ways
my ways, saith the LORD...For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways
higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.” There seems to be something
wrong with ou thouwghts and ou ways that God knawvs about, and we may not totally understand.
Proverbs 14:12 says, “ Thereisaway which seaneth right unto aman, but the end thereof are
the ways of death.” Something is wrong abou the way we think, and we need to find ou what is
wrong?

| believeit all concerns the diff erence between being led by our mind, a led by the Holy
Spirit? Can a Christian dothe will of God from his mind? Or, must a Christian foll ow the leading
of the Holy Spirit from his sirit? This| believe isthe axswer to the question, “ Who will enter into
the kingdam of heaven?”

There seans to be many examples in the Bible of people who dd the will of God, na
acardingtotheir own understanding, but obeyed the LORD andwererewarded for their obedience
It seems, obedienceto the Word of God, withou our understanding is more important than trying
to uncerstand everything with our mindfirst, before we do what we believe we shoud do.

Take Abraham for one example. When the LORD spoke to Abraham already in Ur of the
Chaldees, Abraham obeyed the LORD, na knowing where hewas going. Do Christianstoday, obey
the LORD, na knowing where they are going?

Abraham was not operating from hisown uncerstanding when he obeyed the LORD and |l eft
Ur of the Chaldees. Abraham was not going acording to his own understanding when he beli eved
Sarah would have a tild in her old age and kecome the mother of Isaac Speaking of Abraham,
Romans 4:18 says, “W ho aganst hope believed in hope, that he might becme the father of



many nations, according to that which was goken, So shall thy seed be.”

Take the example of Mary, the mother of Jesus. Did Mary understand everything the angel
said to her? Did Mary know what was going to be the end results of her dedsionto let God doHis
will in her life? Mary was obedient to the instructions of the angel, and through her obedience she
becane the mother of Jesus. Look a what the angel said to Mary in Luke 1:35,37,“...The Holy
Ghost shall come upon theg and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee therefore
also that holy thing which shall be born of theeshall be alled the Son of God...For with God
nothing shall be impossble.” If Mary was nat willi ng to let God work in her life withou her
complete understanding in her mind, God could na have used Mary to beacome the mother of Jesus.
Mary had to bewilli ng to permit Godto doHiswill i n her life, even when it involved her becoming
pregnant withou a man.

If Mary would na have agreed with theword o the angel, she wuld na have dore the will
of God in her life. If Christians are nat willing to do things that do nd agree with ther
understanding, can God wse them?

Doing things acording to ou own understanding sometimes keeos us from doing the will
of Godthe Father. Godislooking for thase who are willi ng to doHiswill , withou leaning to their
own uncerstanding. The things of God are not always acording to man’s understanding. The Holy
Spirit doesnat alwaysoperate acordingto ou understanding. God swaysare higher than ou ways.
God's thoughts are higher than our thoughts. If we dways want to do things ac®rding to ou
understanding, God canna use us.

Christians are born again “in the spirit,” not in the flesh. The flesh operates from the mind,
the Holy Spirit operates from our spirit. In Job 328 it says, “ But thereisa spirit in man: and the
ingpiration of the Almighty giveth them understanding.” If we ae to understand what God
desiresto doin ou lives, we must get our understanding from our spirit, na our mind o the flesh.

If we aeto dothewill of God the Father, we must lean to operate from our spirit, na our
mind of the flesh. Multitudes of Christians are trying to please God by operating from their mind,
doing what they seeothers do. Doing things the way others do things.

Godisnat looking for those who operate from their mind, bu those who are willi ng to let
Him doHiswill from their spirit. God swaysand ou waysarenot the same. Godsaid in HisWord,
“Now thejust shall li ve by faith: but if any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in
him” (Heb. 1038).

When Christians operate acording to their own understanding they could miss God and
foll ow the ways of theworld. Godislooking for faith, nd acording to ou own understanding, but
acording to His written Word. Christians have been given faith to live by. Faith is a fruit of the
Spirit, nat of the mind (Gal. 5:22,23. Thisisthe faith we aeto use to please God, nd our natural
human undcerstanding.

We are told to “build up ou faith.” Jude 1:20 says, “But ye, beloved, building up
your selves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost.” In 1 Corinthians 14:2 it says,
“For hethat speaketh in an unknown tongue speaketh not unto men, but unto God: for no
man understandeth him; howbeit in the spirit he speaketh mysteries.” Who undbrstands what
they are saying when they are praying in the Spirit? We ae not speging in English, we ae not
spe&king to man, “...but unto God: for no man understandeth him; howbeit in the spirit he
speaketh mysteries.”



The natural man dces nat understand the mysteries of Godfor they are spiritually discerned.
In 1 Corinthians2:12-14it says, “ Now wehave receved, not thespirit of theworld, but thespirit
which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God...Which
things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy
Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual thingswith spiritual...But the natural man receveth not
thethings of the Spirit of God: for they are fodlishnessunto him: neither can he know them,
becausethey are spiritually discerned.”

Godcanna teat us iritual thingsif we ae dwaysgoing by our own understanding. Isaiah
28:9-11 says, “W hom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make to understand
doctrine? them that are weaned from themilk, and drawn from thebreasts...For precept must
be upon precept, precept upon precept; lineupon ling, lineupon line; herealittle, and there
alittle...For with stammeringlipsand another tonguewill hespeak tothispeople.” If Christians
do na spe&k in tongues, how can God teat them knowledge and make them understand dactrine?

Jesussaid,“ Itiswrittenintheprophets, And they shall beall taught of God. Every man
therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto me.” (John 645).In 1
John2:27it says, “ But theanointing which ye have receved of him abideth in you, and yeneed
not that any man teach you: but asthe same anointing teacheth you of all things, and istruth,
and isnolie, and even asit hath taught you, ye shall abidein him.”

InPsalm 127:1it says, “ Except theL ORD build thehouse, they labour in vain that build
it: except the LORD kee the dty, the watchman waketh but in vain.”

It seams that God wants us to trust Him one-hunded percent, and nd go by our own
understanding. Godwantsto be GODin every areaof our lives, dang for uswhat He knowsis best
for us.

Thethoughtsof our mindcould prevent usfrom doing thewill of Godin ou lives. Therefore,
thereisaproblem in our mindsthat nealsto be crreded. Thereby, theWord of Godtellsus, “...be
not conformed tothisworld: but beyetransformed by the renewing o your mind, that yemay
prove what isthat goad, and acceptable, and perfed, will of God” (Rom. 122).

Wewill never dothewill of Godaslongaswe ae conformed to thisworld. Unlessour mind
istransformed by being renewed acarding to the Word of God, we will still be conformed to this
world. The way
God does things and the way the world dces things are oppdasite of eat ather. God daes not do
things the way the world daes things.

Even among those who claim to be in the ministry, and claim to be doing the will of God,
there are still many who are cnformed to this world. They do things the same way the world dces
things.

When | attended Bible Schod, | wastaught that we must write out an outline of what we ae
going to spe&k. Then we must memorize that outline, so that we do nd missany points we want to
get aaoss That isthe way the world deesthings. That isall an operation d the mind d man. The
Holy Spirit isnat in onany of that. That is man, nd God.

When we ae doing thewill of God,Godisin control, na man. When Godisin control we
do nat know what God is going to do next. We only know what God wants to doas we ae doing
what Godislealing usto do.We do nd make plans, and then try to foll ow those plans word for
word.



Oh, how many Christianshavebeen decaved by the Devil,, inthinking they aredoing thewill
of Godwhen infad, they are doing what the Devil wants them to do.When Godisworkingin ou
lives, God pusthewordsin ou mouth, that we speek what He wants usto spe&k, na what we want
to say.

| leaned this by experience Even before | was cdled to the ministry by the LORD, many
people knew me. Many people caneto me rather than going to their pastors when they werefaang
stuationsin their lives and reeded answers.

One day, awoman, whowas asingle parent with ateenage daughter cdl ed me. Her daughter
was getting involved in sex with dder men. She tried to get her daughter to change, bu she @uld
not. So, she cdled me to seewhat the Bible said to do.

The day she cdled | had my own television repair shopand was at work. First she told me
the situationwith her daughter, then she asked to come and seeme @ou it. | told her to come over
to the shopand| would talk to her abou it. It tookamost an hour for her to get to the shopfrom her
house. In the meantime, | spent all that time going through my Bible, marking down all the Bible
verses| could find,to show her when she cane. Asyoucanimagine, being from adenominationthat
didn't tead the born again experience or the baptism in the Holy Spirit, | went to the Law.

When she got to the shop, | already had anumber of verses marked davn. But, thefirst thing
| did was, | asked her to explain to me the situation orce more. When she finished explaining
everything, the Holy Spirit took ower. | did na use a single Bible verse that | had marked down. |
said,“L et meask you a question,isyour daugher born agan” ? Shesaid, ” Yes.” Withou thinking
what | was abou to say, | said, “T hen sheis not your daughter, she’'s God s daugher, she’'s your
sister inthe LORD! So, pt her in God s hands, love her, pray for her, ask the Holy Sprit to take
over in her lifeandset her free” | told her, “shedid na haveto let her daughter get involved with
men in her house, bu to love her and ray for her every day.”

In all of this, | did na go acording to my own understanding. The words just came out of
my mouth as| spoke. | had total peace Bou what | was saying, and dd na try to add any of my own
thoughts to what | said.

Evidently, shedid what | told her to do.Thewords| spoke did na comefrom my mind, they
camefrom my spirit. It wasthe Holy Spirit using my mouth to spe&k to thiswoman, so He muld do
thewill of Godfor her and her daughter. In Phili ppians 2:13it says, “ For it is God which worketh
in you both towill and to do o hisgoad pleasure.” It was Godworking in me and through meto
do Hiswill in the lives of bath, this mother and her daughter. It isimportant that Christians lean
how to beled by the Holy Spirit andlet God doHiswill i ntheir livesandthelivesof othersto whom
we ome into contad with.

Abou six months later this woman cdled me and told me her daughter met a young man
(abou her age) in church, whowas born again, and they were going to get married. About another
six months later, her daughter sent me an invitation to the wedding. | went to the wedding.

Godknowshow towork thingsout alot better then wethink. Too dten weget our ownideas
onhow Godshoud dosomething, andwewant Godto doit our way. After thishappened, | recdl ed
what Jesus sid to the Pharisees in John 8,and also what He said to the woman taken in the ad of
adultery. We can lean from the Holy Spirit, if we will | et Him have antrol when situations come
up.

Godwantsto doHiswill i n ou lives. God daes not want us going abou life doing our own



will of theflesh. Jesus, Himself said, “1 can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, | judge: and
my judgment isjust; because | see&k not mine own will, but thewill of the Father which hath
sent me” (John 530). Jesus did the will of God the Father. Jesus knew He could na dothe will of
God the Father and His own will both at the same time. Therefore, Jesus purposealy did na do His
own will, He only did the will of God the Father.

Jesus shoud be our example of how to dothe will of God the Father. Everything Jesus did
agreed with the written Word of God. Jesus never did anything that did na agreewith the written
Word of God. Jesus lived by the written Word of God. That isthe way Christians shoud also live.

This can orly be dore by renewing our mind onthe Word of God. If we do nd control our
mind,the Devil will . It isour choice, will we believethewritten Word of God,even whenwedo nd
understand it completely? Or, will we continue to do ou will acrding to ou understanding and
say we ae doing the will of God?

| believe the Scripture is clea, the only way to dothe will of God the Father isto pu the
Holy Spirit in control of everything we do.What we do d our own ability is not acceptable to God
the Father.

In the Bible, the only ones who are cdled “ sons of God” are thase who are led by “the
Spirit of God.” Thosewhoareled by their own mind,and operate acordingto themind o theflesh
most likely are not doing the will of God. If we ae to dothe will of God the Father, we must
understand, it canna be dore without being transformed by the renewing of our mind. Our natural
mind gets in the way for the Holy Spirit to operate.

Every thought must bebrought into subjediontotheWord of Godacardingto 2Corinthians
10:5, which says, “ Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself aganst
theknowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedienceof Christ.”
The“knowledge of God,” iswritten in the Bible, and reveded by the Holy Spirit from within ou
spirit.

The Bibletellsusthat Godis Love (1 John 38). Godwill never do anything that is not for
our own good.Godisfor us, na against us (Rom. 8:31). God wantsto work all things together for
our good(Rom. 8:28).

God wants to tead us all things (1 John 227). God will never lieto us, or decave usin
anyway (Num. 2319). God knavsthingswedo nd know (James 1:5). God knavsthe endfrom the
beginning (Isa. 44:8). God s plans for us are for eternity, na just for this eath (Col. 3.1,2).

Theworld, andthethings of thisworld will kegp usfrom the greder things God has planned
for thase who love Him (1 John 215-17). Who wants to give up eternity in heaven for just afew
yeas of worldly things? | have not seen ore person who, when they died took the things of this
world with them. It seams, all these eathly things are only temporal, and we will lose them when
we leave this eath.

| recdl threedays after | wasborn again, as| sat onthe davenpart, all of asudden | found
myself standing in the douds abowve the eath. | looked dowvn onthe eath below and saw all the
property | owned. | saw peoplein the Olympics, diving from ahigh tower into apod below, smply
toreceve ametal for their acomplishments. Asl looked upfrom the doudl was ganding on, | saw
abright light shining down from abowe. | head a voice say to me, “ All of thiswill passaway, the
only thing that will matter is your relationship to Me.” That voicel head, | was sure it was the
LORD spe&ing to me.



The LORD loved me so much that He made me awvare of how important it isto love Him and
keep my relationship and fell owship with Him until the end (Matt. 24:12,13.

Becaise GodisLove, “and dasnot force anyoneto doanything,” we must be willi ngto do
what God hes reveded to usin the Bible. That is, we must “recave Jesus Christ into our lives
personally.” Eadh person, themselves, must become born again before God can save them from
eternity in hell.

In John 111,12it says, “He came unto hisown, and his own received him not...But as
many as recaved him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that
believe on hisname.” Many people have beentold by somewhosaid they were Christians, andsaid
they are cdled of God as a Pastor, that when they were baptized as an infant, they were born again.
That is not what the Bible says. Do na beli eve thase who tead things that do nd agreewith the
Bible from Genesis 1:1 through Revelation 2221.

Godisapersonal GOD. God cesiresto dwell ineadindividual personHimself. God wants
to bein control of everythingwedointhislife andin eternity to come. Godisfor us, na against us.

Just as God was in Jesus, reconcili ng the world unto Himself, He wants to be in every
individual personwhowill receve Jesus astheir LORD and Savior. Becaise that GodisLove and
does nat force anyoneto doanything, ead personindividualy must recevethe LORD themselves.

TheBiblesays, “ But asmany asreceved him, tothem gavehepower tobecmethesons
of God...” Do na bedeceved and lelieve alie. Thasewho kelieve alie auld spendeternity in hell,
simply, becaisethey did na believethetruth. It is sSmple, just dowhat it says, andask Jesusto come
into your life persondly, and kecome your LORD and Savior. Do it today, if you have not dore it
drealy. Do na listen to anyone who says ssmeone dse did it for you. Do what the Bible says.
“Believein your heat” and pray:

"LORD Jesus, | know that You arethe Son ¢ God.| know that You ded onthe aossfor me.
| know that God raised You from the dead.

Jesus, forgive me of all my sins, wash me dean in Your blood that | may be the
righteousnessof God in You. Thark You, Jesus!

Jesus, | ask Youto comeinto my life? LiveYour lifein me! Let Your will bedorein me! Let
thewill of God bedorein my lifeasit wasin Your life. | surrender my life to You, Jesus!

You lead me by Your Sgrit and! will foll ow to the best of my ahility. I will li vefor You dl
the days of my life, as Youlead me by Your Sgrit.

| receve You naw, as my LORD, and VIOR for all eternity. | will be with You here on
earth, andl will bewith Youin heaven, foreve andeve . | will giveYou dl the Glory. It isfor You
that | will li veforeve. Amen.”

Fromthisday forward, study the Bibledail y, and beaome adoer of theWord of God, nd just
aheaer only.

In Mark 16:16,17,Jesus said, “Hethat believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he
that believeth not shall bedamned...And thesesigns shall follow them that believe; In my name
shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues...” If you have not been baptized
with the Holy Ghost with the eridenceof speaking intongues, pray aprayer whil e believing in your
heat onwhat God has promised you in His Word.

"LORD Jesus, Yousaid in Mark 16:17,that in Your name | can cast out deuls.

Saan,inthename of Jesus | cast you ou of my mind. You haveno authority over my mind.



My mindis clear of all demonic oppressonin Jesus name.

Father, according to Your Word in Luke11:13, You promised me the Holy Sgrit if | ask.
Father, | am now asking You to gve me the Holy Sgrit with the ewdence of speaking in Your
heavenly languagp. | recave Him from You naw, in Jesus name."

Continue to pray in the Spirit every day. Place God first in your life and live for God
everyday. Alwaysremember what it saysin Colossans3:1,2,“ If yethen be risen with Christ, seek
thosethingswhich are above, whereChrist sitteth on the right hand of God...Set your aff edion
on things above, not on thingson the erth.”

Oncewe dowhat it saysin Colossans 3:1,2,then Colossans 3:3,4will apply to us. It says,
“For yeare dead, and your lifeishid with Christ in God...When Christ, whoisour life, shall
appear, then shall ye also gppear with himin glory.” It isour desire to seeGod manifest in
your life by Hislove working in you and through you. We love the LORD our God for Heislove
and He will manifest Hislovein the lives of those who love Him.

Thisisthefirst of aseries of Mini-books on“Doing HISWILL .” These Mini-books will
help you to receve from God all that God has promised usin His Word.

For moreinformation onthis sibjed, get all the other Partsof “Doing HISWILL .” Watch
for this ®rieson ou Web sites and davnload as many freebooks as you desire. All books on ou
Web sites are free Go to:

www.handsforjesus.cc
www.handsforjesus.org



