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FAITH
&
THE CROSS

In 1 Corinthians 1:18 it says, “For the preaching of the crossis to them that perish
fodlishness but unto uswhich are saved it isthe power of God.” Let us never let the preating
of the adossbeamme fodlishnessto us neither let it become astumblingkdock, as it was to the
religious Jews. In verse 23, it says, “But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a
stumblingblock, and unto the Greeksfodishness” At the time of Paul’ s writings, “the Jews, the
religious leaders,” taught the letter of the law, and nd the spirit of the law. In 2 Corinthians 3:6 it
says, “theletter kill eth, but the spirit giveth life.” The Greeks were those who dd na know God.
They worshiped many gods. To them the preating d the Crosswas fodli shness

But what about us, who are Christians, born again of the Word and the Spirit, living unaer
anew and better covenant? Are we still being deceved, not reagnzing the Cross? Are we being
destroyed for aladk of knowledge?

Let us come to the knowledge of the aoss what it is, and what it means. Let ustake aquick
look badk in the Old Testament at some of the types and shadows of the aoss The LORD spoke
to Abraham in Genesis 15.5 saying, “L ook now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able
to number them: and he said unto him, So shall thy seed be.” The seed the LORD is ge&ing
of are those who are in Christ (Gal. 3:16,17). In Genesis 22:17 the LORD again mentioned the
covenant to Abraham referring to the stars of heaven. The starsin heaven are atype and shadow of
those who are “born again from abowve,” born of the Spirit (John 36). In Genesis 15:13, the LORD
promised Abraham that He would deliver the dhildren of Israd from bondage in Egypt after about
four-hunded yeas.

Let usremind ousaves, that the LORD isnat dad in His promises. He kegos His Word and
performs that which He promises. So now, let uslookto that deliverance from bondage in Egypt.
Egypt, being atype and shadow of the world. Pharaoh being atype and shadow of Satan who held
“God s people”’ in bondge. Notice it was the LORD’S chasen people, “the children of Israd in
Goshen” that were davesto Pharaoh, nat the Egyptians. Today, Chrigtians are being held in bonagge
of sin, sickness and dsease. The Crossisfor Christiansto be set free..

The beginning d the deliveranceof God s chil dren started in the book d Exodus. The LORD
had appeaed to Moses asking him to go kefore Pharaoh (Ex. 3:10). When Moses and Aaron went
before Pharaoh, they said urto Pharaoh, “ Thus sith the LORD God of Israel, Let my people
go..” (Ex.5:1).

In Exodus 4:2-4 the LORD had spoken to Moses telling him to take the rod that was in his
hand and cast it onthe ground As Moses did, hisrod turned into a serpent (atype axd shadow of
Satan--also atype and shadow of the end o Satan’s power).
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Then in Exodus, when Moses and Aaron were before Pharaoh, the LORD instructed Moses
to have Aaron “takethy rod, and cast it before Pharaoh, and it shall become a serpent” (Ex.
7:9). When Aaron cast Moses' rod kefore Pharaoh it turned into a serpent.

Then Pharaoh also called the wise men and the sorcerers: now the magicians of Egypt,

they also did in like manner with their enchantments.

For they cast down every man his rod, and they became serpents. but Aaron's rod

swallowed up their r ods (Ex. 7:11,12).

Thisisatype and shadow of what happened onthe Crossof Calvary. On the Cross &sus
swallowed upall our sinsandiniquities, al our sicknessand dseases.

Now let us goto Exodus, Chapter 12. In Exodus 12:1,2 it says,

And the LORD spake unto Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying,
Thismonth shall be unto you the beginning o months: it shall bethefirst month of the
year to yau.

Thiswasto bethe day of anew life for the Children of Israd. It isatype and shadow of a
new freedom for Christians who look to the Cross For the Children of Israd, alamb was to be
chosen. On the evening d the Pasover the lamb was to be dain. Exodus 12:7 says, “ And they shall
take of the blood, and strike it on the two side posts and on the upper door post of the
houses...” Thebody d thelambwasto be eden (Ex. 12.8,9). Verse 11 says, “ And thus $all ye et
it; with your loins girded, your shoeson your fed, and your staff in your hand; and ye shall
eat it in haste: it isthe LORD'S pasover.” Verse 13 says, “ And the blood shall beto you for
atoken upon the houseswhereye are: and when | seethe blood, | will passover you, and the
plague shall not be upon you to destroy you, when | smitethe land of Egypt.”

Thisisall atype and shadow of what God was abou to dofor us onthe Crossof Calvary.
The bloodwas for our deliverance and protedion. We ae delivered from sin by the blood d our
LORD Jesus Christ. The bodywas for the heding d our physicd bodes. (1 Peter 2:24).

When the Children of Israd obeyed the words of the LORD, they were delivered and
proteded (saved), by the bloodand the body d the lamb. The King James Bible tell s usin Exodus
12:37, that there were six hunded thousand men besides chil dren. Psalms 10537 says, “ there was
not one feeble person among their tribes.” The body d the lamb was for the heding d their
bodes. Becaise they obeyed the LORD, not one person left EQypt with sicknessor diseasein their
bodes.

They were delivered from the bondage of Egypt foll owing “the Pasover,” which was the
night the body d the lamb was eaen and the bloodwas placel onthe doa posts.

Now, consider this: If the type and shadow of the bodyandthe blood d the lamb could save
(deliver and protea) the dhildren of Israd, how much more can the bodyand Hood d our LORD
Jesus Christ save (deliver and proted) ustoday? Do na we have “a better covenant, which was
established upon better promises’ (Heb. 8:6)? Christianstoday, if they apply the bodyand Hood



of Jesus to their lives, they will be delivered from all the works of the devil.

Let usgoalittl e further into the wil derness In Numbers 21:5,6 the diildren of Israd spoke
against GodandMoses. . . Verse 6 says, “ And the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people,
and they bit the people; and much people of Israel died.” When the people mme to Moses to
pray for them, verse 8 says, “the LORD said unto Moses, Make theea fiery serpent, and set it
upon apole: and it shall cometo pass that every onethat isbitten, when helooketh upon it,
shall live.” Again, thisisatype and shadow of the Crossof Cavary. When the dildren of Israd
looked uponthe fiery serpent onthe pale, they lived. The arse was broken, andthey did na die.

In John 314,15, Jesus said,

And asMoseslifted up the serpent in the wilderness even so must the Son of man be
lifted up:

That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have gernal life.

When Christians look to the Cross for what it stands for which is deli verance from the works
of the devil, they will li ve and nd die. Their sinswill be taken away, their sicknessand diseases wil|
disappea. The powers of Satan will be broken bythe power of the bodyand Hood d Jesus Christ.
The type and shadow of the serpent onthe pole in Numbers 21:6 came into fulfill ment when Jesus
went to the Crossfor us. When Jesus was nail ed to the Crossand raised up onCavary (where He
died for our sins and took uponHimself al our sicknessand dsease), we were set free Satan’'s
powers were broken, andthe cativesto sin, sickness and dsease were set free

Y et, we must not forget, those in the wil dernesswho dd na “look upan the serpent onthe
pae” did na live. Only thase wholooked onthe serpent onthe paelived. Therefore, it isnecessary
for Christians to study the New Covenant and dowhat it says.

Thetypes and shadows of the Cross andthe Crossof Calvary arereferred to in Romans 10:9,
saying, “ That if thou shalt confesswith thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believein thine
heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.” The word “saved” means
delivered and/or proteded.

We confesswith our mouth, the LORD Jesus, Who went to the aossfor us. In dang so, we
must kego in mind why He went to the adossfor us. What He did for us when He went to the aoss

In John 1430, Jesus said to Hisdisciples, “... the prince of thisworld cometh, and hath
nothing in me.” Satan had nahing on Jesus. He was withou sin o iniquity. Therefore, 2
Corinthians 5:21 tell s us, “For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we
might be made the righteousnessof God in him.” God laid al our sins and iniquities, al our
sicknesses and diseases uponJesus when He went to the aoss Jesus bore them for us, that we could
befree

This Jesus did before He died onthe Cross Therefore, when we @mnfessthat God heth raised



Him from the dead (Rom. 10:9), we ae dso confesang what Jesus did for us on the Crossbefore
He died. Hebrews 13:20 spe&ks of when God raised Jesus from the dead. It says, “ Now the God of
peace that brought agan from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the shee,
through theblood of the everlasting covenant.” God lrough Jesus badk from the dead “ through
the blood of the everlasting covenant.” All our sins andiniquities were paid for by the blood d
the everlasting covenant. The same bloodthat Jesus shed, cleansed Him and Usfrom al OUR sins.
Hetook ou sins uponHimself, and He was cleansed from OUR sins by His OWN BLOOD!

When we believe in ou heat that God raised upJesus from the dead, we must also believe
that all our sinsandiniquities, all our sicknessand dseases were laid uponHim before He died.
When Hewas raised upfrom the dead, He was free By Hisresurredion from the deal “we dso are
FREE.” He bore our sinsfor us, and took uponHimself all our sicknesses and dseases.

Romans 10:8-13isfor CHRISTIANS, just like the type and shadow of the Children of Israd,
who were God's chosen people. As a type and shadow, the LORD chaose the dhildren o Israd
arealy in Abraham. It wasfirst to Abraham that the LORD said,

That in blessng | will blesstheg and in multiplying | will multiply thy seed asthe stars

of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess

the gate of his enemies;

And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed

my voice(Gen. 22:17,18).

The children of Israd werefirst chosen bythe LORD in Abraham, then confirmed in Isaag
and Jamb. By thiswe seeit was “the LORD” that chaose the dnildren of Israd, “in Abraham.”

Because the LORD chose the dhildren of Israd to be His own, Hewould na, and dd na,
forsake them. The LORD kept His Word and delivered them from under the power of Pharaoh (a
type of the devil, who kept them in bondge). When the LORD deli vered the dhildren of Israd from
the power of Pharaoh, He dso set them freeof the powers of Satan by kringing them forth withou
one feeble one anongthem.

Consider this, the type and shadow of the bodyand Hood d the Lamb at Pasover did set the
children of Israd freeof bondage to Pharaoh and freeof sicknessan dsease. Then, when Jesus came
and ministered to the dhildren of Israd before His deah and resurredion, He heded them of every
manner of sicknessand dsease. He heded al that came to Him for heding. Not one person who
cameto Jesus for heding went away withou being heded.

Jesus was operating unckr the Old Covenant, therefore we @uld say Jesus was heding by
the type and shadow of His own deah and resurredion, before He died. If the “type and shadow”
of Jesus deah and resurredion could produce heding for them, how much more can the adual
deah andresurredion d Jesus produce heding for ustoday? They were under a mvenant that was
looking forward to the aoss We ae under a mvenant that is after the Cross We ae under a “new
and better covenant” than they were. Canna our covenant, “seded with the blood d the everlasting



covenant” do as much for us asit did for them? Surely, God dces not have more resped for those
before the Crossthan He has for us today!

At the time of the Passver, The LORD receved them under His protedion, by a doudin
theday and pll ar of fire & nigh. By thisthey were saved (delivered and poteded) from Pharaoh and
the dements of thisworld all throughou the yeasin the desert.

Now, the LORD chaose the dhildren of Israd in Abraham. Ephesians 1:4 tell s us that God
“chose usin Christ Jesus,” from before the foundiation d the world. God chocsing wsin Christ isnat
atype and shadow, but the red thing. We ae “true dhildren” of Godin Christ Jesus.

Would not God, do more aundantly for us, who are His “true cildren,” than what the
LORD did for those He chasein Abraham? Surely, Godis not arespeder of persons. What He did
for the dnildren of Israd at the Passover, He will surely do“more édundantly” for us, who are His
true children. We have anew and ketter covenant than the dhildren of Israd, based upon letter
promises, seded with the predous blood d the ererlasting covenant (Heb. 8:6, 13:20).

When we remember the blood d the New Covenant we must be mindful of why the blood
was dhed. It wasfor our sin and iniquities. The bloodisto cleanse us from al unrighteousness To
benefit from the shedding d the blood, we shoud look at atype and shadow of the ways of God.

GodisNow, that is, Godis eternal and operates withou atime dement, such as hous, days,
week, etc. God looks at the condtions NOw, and responds to the “present condtions.”

Badk inthe book d Judges, Samsonwas cdled of Godto deliver the diildren of Israd from
the bondage of the Phili stines (Judges 13-16). When Samsonwas nat in sin, the power of God was
there to deliver him andthe dhildren of Israd. But when Samsonwas in sin, there was no paver to
deliver him.

In Judges 16:3, Samsonwas in sin with a harlot until midnight. 1t says, “ And Samson lay
till midnight, and arose at midnight, and took the doors of the gate of the dty, and the two
posts, and went away with them, bar and all, and put them upon his soulders, and carr ied
them up to thetop of an hill that isbefore Hebron.” It was after Samson left the bed of sin that
the power of God came upon hm and ke caried away the gate of the aty.

The power of Godiswith His Children to bre&k all the powers of the enemy. But, we shoud
nat belivingin sin and expedingthe power of Godto set us free Repentance and confesson d sins,
setsusfreeof al unrighteousness(1 John 19). When we ae deansed bythe blood andwalkingin
righteousness the power of God is hereto save us.

Therefore, we must remember the bloodin ou confessonthat God hes raised upJesus from
the dead (Rom. 10:9). It s the bloodthat was $hed before Jesus died, that is the @onement for our
sins. In 1John 21,2 it says,



My little children, thesethingswritel unto yau, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we
have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous:

And heisthe propitiation (atonement) for our sins: and not for oursonly, but also for
the sins of the whole world.

When we understand that Jesusis at theright hand d the Father making intercessonfor us
(Heb. 7:25), and He is adso the @aonement for our sins, we shoud go kadk to 1John 17-9 and o
what it tellsusthere. It says,

But if wewalk in thelight, as heisin thelight, we have fellowship one with another,

and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth usfrom all sin.

If we say that we have no sin, we decave our selves, and thetruth isnot in us.

If we oonfessour sins, heis faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us

from all unrighteousness

The blood d the everlasting covenant, which isthe blood d Jesus Christ, can set us freeof
sin and ceah. The body d Jesus Christ on the aossof Calvary can set us free of sicknessand
disease. All of Satan’s powers were broken onthe Crossof Calvary. We must believe the Word of
God concerning the Cross of Calvary. Do na let it become fodlishness to you neither a
stumblingldock, asit isto some.

Believe the gospel of the Cross “If thou canst believe, all things are possbleto him that
believeth.” (Mark 9:23). Romans 4:18, spe&king d Abraham says, “Who aganst hope believed
in hope, that he might beaomethefather of many nations, accor ding to that which was goken,
So shall thy seed be.” Then in Romans4:21it says of Abraham, “ And being fully persuaded that,
what he had promised, he was able also to perform.” Are we fully persuaded that what God dd
for usonthe Crossof Cavary, appliesto ustoday? Do we believe?Then let uswalk by faith and nd
by sight (2 Cor. 5:7).

At thistime, let me suggest a sample prayer which Christians could pray every day. A prayer
where we first praise and worship the Father for Who He is and what He has dore and is doing
today. Once we have praised and worshiped ou Father, then we @nfessour sins and recave
forgivenessfor al unrighteousness Once d our sins are forgiven we continue to praise and worship
Jesus Christ. Next we ad&nowledge the Holy Spirit for Who He is and ask His help in everything.
Then we continue to pray in the Spirit that God may doin ou lives acording to His perfed will .

Sample Prayer:

Thank Y ou, heavenly Father;

Father, | thank Youthat You are my Father.

| thank Youfor Your plans from before the founcation d thisworld.

You chose mein Christ Jesus to be one with Youfor eternity.

Y our Word has gore forth into thisworld, and it shall not return urto You vad.



Y ouve dhosen me, heavenly Father, to be Y our very own.

You dwell within me, and | am Y our child.

Your Word istrue, heavenly Father, You have spoken it into this world

Asitisrecordedin Your preaous book

You havetold mein Your Word, that if | would confessmy sins

Youwould betruthful and just; Youwould forgive me of my sinsand Y ouwould cleanse me from
al unrighteousness

Father, | confessthat | have sinned,

(Confessall known sins, as sns aganst God).

Father, | have said things | shoud na have said,

| have dore things | shoud na have dore.

| have not dore dl things ac®rdingto Y our Word.

| thank Youfor Your forgiveness because of Christ Who dwvellsin me,

His righteousnessis my righteousness

| thank Y ou, heavenly Father, that Y ou have forgiven me,
and cleansed me from all unrighteousness

| praise Y ou, heavenly Father, that Y our Word is true.

| thank Y ou for the Lord Jesus Christ
Who Y ou sent into thisworld To be my Lord, and Saviour.
He dwellsin me and| am onein Him.

Lord, | thank Y ou, that Y ou came into this world.

Y oufulfilled al righteousnessfor me.

You dd al things acwording to the will of Your Father.

Youshed Your blood onthe aossfor the forgivenessof the sins of al souls.

You gave Your bodyfor the heding and resurredion d my body.

You gave Your lifethat Youcould live Your lifein me.

| anonein You, Your Father is my Father.

| thank You, Lord Jesus, that You sit at the right hand d the Father making intercesson for me.
Your prayers are answered that our Father's will i sdore

Because Youintercede for me.

| thank Y outhat Your Spirit dwellsin me, making me onein You.
| thank Y oufor the Holy Spirit, Whom Y ou have sent from the Father
To be my Helper, Guide, Comforter, and Teader.

Holy Spirit, | thank Y ou for helping me and guding me, comforting and teating me.
Holy Spirit, help me today, in everything | do.
Help meto pray in the perfea will of our Father.



Help meto pray for those in authority and all those over me.

Help meto pray for kings and leaders of the world,

That they come to the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ and receve Him as their Saviour.
Help me to pray for those who do nd know Jesus

that they recave Him astheir Saviour.

Help meto pray for those in the body d Christ

Who are under attack by Satan,

That they be delivered, and set free aad move in the glorious wonders,

By the power of the Spirit.

Help mein everything, Holy Spirit.

Help meto pray in the Spirit, in the perfea will of my Father.
Guide mein every thing| do.

Spe&k to me from my spirit.

Show me thingsto come.

Give me wisdom, knowledge, and dscerning d spiritsthat | know the things that are of God,
That | can dothe things that my Father would have me do.

Help me to walk in the Spirit, that my Father is glorified,

That Jesusisraised up

That all things be acomplished acording to the will of my Father.
| thank Y ou today, Holy Spirit.

For Your help in everything | do.

Help me now, Holy Spirit, To pray in the spirit to my heavenly Father in His heavenly language:
That Hiswill bedoreoneath asit isin heaven.

Give me the words to say,

Help me to pray whatever isthe mind o the Spirit of Christ in me

That the body d Christ can perform whatever is the desire of the Lord Jesus Christ,

Whoisour head over His body here on eath.

Holy Spirit, | yield over to You, to gve me the words to say
In that heavenly language of my Father.

Thank Youfor Your help,

In Jesus name.

Continue to pray in the Spirit until you have peace adjoy in you spirit; for the kingdam of
Godis*“righteousness peace and joy in the Holy Spirit” (Rom. 14:17).
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FAITH FOR HEALING

“Now faith isthe substance of things hoped for, the evidenceof things not seen” (Heb.
11:1).Youcan't seefaith, therefore, faith isthe evidence of things nat seen.

Faith does nat work acarding to what you see Y ou seesickness You seedisease. You see
manifestations of sickness or disease. You see infirmities. But faith removes what you see It
disappeas when faith ads.

Faith is adion. Faith causes thase things that be not to come into existence Faith causes
those things that are seen to dsappea. They must leave when faith ads uponthem. When you pu
your faith to work, they must leave. They have no choicefor faith takes over and they must go.

Livingfaith alwaysworks. Dead faith daes nat work. Dead faith daesnat ad like livingfaith.
Ded faith waits for something to happen, looking to seeif something heppened. Living faith
happens. It’ s there, its working, its completing that which faith is applied to.

Faith isnat always an instant manifestation. But faith works, and continues to work aslong
aswe do nd waver. Doult and unlelief can cause faith to de. Dead faith will not work. It has no
power to accomplish that which faith is needed for. The power isin living faith.

Faith is believing we drealy have that which we caana see We have it. It's ours, even
thoughwe canot seeit. We may nat fed like we haveit. But, we do haveit, by faith. By faith, it
will manifest init’s own time. Not always acordingto ou time, but acordingto God stime.

Faith comes from God. Therefore, God determines the time the manifestation comes. Our
faith brings the manifestation, and God determines the time when it will manifest in the natural.

Believe you are heded, even though youarein pain. Faith does not say there will beno pain
before hedingis complete. Faith removes pain in God stime. Pain o no pain, faith still works and
isworking. Faith works before pain, faith works during pain, faith works after the painis gore. Pain
does nat stop faith, faith stops pain.

Faith is from God. God is light. Pain is from this world. Pain is darkness Light puts out
darkness Darknesscanna put out light. Faith overcomes, andis never overcome by anything else.
Aslongaswelive by faith, nothing can overcome us. We overcome by ou faith.

It takes faith to overcome. “ For whatsoever isborn of God overcometh theworld: and
thisisthevictory that overcometh theworld, even our faith” (1 John 54). We ae born of God,
we overcome the world and everything in the world by ou faith.

Believe, even though youarein pain. Kegp on kelieving, kegp onading on you faith. It's
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the believing that drives out the pain and krings forth the manifestation o hedth.

Unbelievers say, let me fed the pain leave. God says, believe and | will remove the pain.
Believe first, then God will remove the pain. Believe and do nd doult the Word of God. God' s
Word says, “by His gripesyou are drealy heded.” Believe andthen youwill receve. Believewhile
the painis dill there, kegp on kElieving even if thereis gill pain and God will t ake the pain away.

The LORD said, “I am the LORD that hedeth thee” (Ex. 15:26). The LORD gave us His
Word, and HisWord will nat fail. When ever we spe& acording to the Word of Godit will nat fail.
Fedings canna change the Word of God. The Word of God works regardlessof how we fed.

Livingfaith isbelievingwithou being ableto fed. Wereceve acordingto ou faith, nat our
fedings. Don't look for fedings, look for the manifestation d faith. Faith is believing in spite of
fedings. We simply believe we have receved before there is any change in hov we fed. We
continue to believe even thoughthere isno change in how we fed.

The gostle Johnwrote,

And thisisthe mnfidencethat we havein him, that, if we ask any thing according to
hiswill, he heareth us:

And if weknow that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions
that we desired of him (1 John 514,15).

We know we drealy have whatsoever we ak of Him. We know it, it’snot aquestionif we
have it or not. We know we have it. Because we asked acaording to His Word.

Mark 11:24 says, “ Therefore | say unto you, What things sever ye desire, when ye pray,
believethat ye recevethem, and ye shall havethem.” Believe you have them first, then youshal
have them. “And being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able also to
perform” (Rom. 4:21).

Faith aways works acording to the Word o God. The Word of God and God are the same.
We know God throughHis Word. His Word never changes, therefore when we believe His Word
we ae believing God. When we believe God, His Word kbrings into being that which we believe.

God canna change. His Word canna change. Therefore, when we believe His Word, that
which isnat of God must change. What God hes said in His Word will come to pass Nothing can
stop the Word of God for nothing can stop God.

Never stop believingthe Word o God for it canna change. But, when we beli eve the Word
of Godwhatsoever isnot of Godwill change. No matter what the drcumstance, the Word of God
will bringall thingsinto agreement with the Word. When we agreewith God, we beame what God
has planned for us. God s plan for usisthat we overcome whatsoever is nat of God. We do this by
faith in the Word o God.
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Heding comes acwrding to the Word of God. God rever promised instant heding, even
thoudh there ae many instant manifestations of heding. In Mark 16:17 it says, “ And these signs
shall follow them that believe...” Thenin Mark 1618 it says, “...they shall lay handson the sick,
and they shall recover.” Theword “shall” alwaysindicates “future tense,” that is, sometimein the

future. It could beinstant and it could be yeas later. Thereis notime dement attached to the word
“shall .

In Genesis 15:4 the LORD promised Abraham a son. It was many yeas later that Abraham
finaly had Isaac Abraham waited alongtime before the Word of the LORD cameto pass Yet, he
believed the LORD and it was cournted urto him for righteousness(Gen. 15.6).
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FAITH WORKS

In my own life, there was atimethat | had agrowth onmy finger. It was there and gowing
for abou two weeks. One day, | was prayingin the Spirit, while driving davn the road, and ot of
my spirit came these words, “ why dori't you curse the roats on that growth andcommandit to die
andfall off” ? | immediately cursed the roats in Jesus' name and commanded them to de and the
growth to fall off.

It seamed asthough nehing heppened when | prayed. The growth was dill there. | couldn’t
seeany change. For weeks | continued to change the band-aid | had been puiting onit to proted it.
Onethingl naticed after aweek or so, wasthat it didn't get any larger. It stayed abou the same size

Abou amonth later, as | was changing the band-aid, the growth fell off. It come off with
the band-aid when | removed it to pu onanew one. Thewords | spoke that day while driving dowvn
the road caused the growth to de. It did fall off after about a month. There was not even a mark
whereit had been.

There was a time when | broke my toe on a Saturday afternoonin a downtown apartment
building. | drove home, took df my shoe and saw the swelling, the bladk and Hue wloring of my
foat. | felt the pain. When this happened my mind began to receve thoughs from the devil . | knew
it was broken. | had experienced a broken bore in my body yeasago. The pain of abroken boreis
different than that of a sprain or torn ligament.

The though came to me, “I had better go to the hospital and get it x-rayed, to be sure the
borewasin theright place” The seandthough that went throughmy head was, “when | do that
the doctor will cut out the front of my shoe and pu a bandage onmy toe, and | will go aroundlike
that for abou six weeks.” Then the Spirit of God rose up within me and said, “you dorit haveto do
that, by His dripes you ae healed, He bore your sicknessandinfirmities, tell the devil to take a
jump.” Immediately | said, “Devil get out, | dont need this and youcan't put this on me, by His
stripes| am heded.” “Jesus Himself took my infirmities and bare my sickness so youcan gotake
ajump. Thank youJesus.”

All thistime | was alonein the house. | spoke words out-loudto the devil and | confessed
before God my heding. Then | took ashower, dressed up andwent out for lunch. The thougt again
came to me to go to the hospital and have an x-ray, but then | said within myself, “why shoud |
spend God's money for something | didn't need. Gods Word istrue and | am heded.”

That day my foat was very sore but | kept on gang. The person| went to lunch with said to
me, “Merle, you shoud have stayed hane, and nd be walking around onthat foot.” | just said,
“Don't worry abou it, it's Ok.”

The next day the sorenessleft. It was Sunday and | went to Church. On Monday evening |
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showed my foat to those & my house who were there for a share groupmeding. All we could see
was onre red spat and a blue stripe mark where the bregk had been. Praise the Lord for His Word! By
Tuesday all was badck to namal, nored spot, no Hue stripe.

On Friday, | showed my foot to a nurse friend o mine. | told her what had happened the
Saturday before and haw the foat came badk to namal in threedays. She said, “ It had to be God, for
in the natural it would take ten days to two weeks before the black and due would be gore.”

Anather time, my sonwas helping me move aheavy pieceof equipment from the third floor
of abuilding to the basement. He was on the upper end and | was onthe lower end. He felt he had
to try to dothe heaviest part because he was alot younger than | was.

Aswe were going dovn the steps, he tried to hdd badk onthe weight so it would be eaier
for me. In dang so, he pulled hisbadk and the pain becane dmost unbeaable. We did finish taking
the unit to the basement.

As soonas we finished, | said to him, “Jim let me pray for your badk.” When | prayed, |
commanded every bore, muscle, and ligament to be whole in Jesus' name. After praying for him,
| told him, “every timeyoufed like thereis pain, tell the devil to get out, for by Jesus’ stripesyou
areheded.” | told him, “every time any though comesto you mind concerning you heding, always
say, “by Jesus’ stripesyou are heded.”

| didn't say anythingto him any more concerningthe pain he had or the heding hereceved.
Abou aweek later | asked him, “Jim, how isyour badk”? He said, “Dad, it isheded, | don't have
any pain a any aher symptoms. It’sjust as goodas new.”

That happened many yeasagoand ke still does not have ay problem with hisbadk. | know
the devil tried to get Jim to admit that there was pain right after we prayed. In most cases, that is
when the devil tries his best to sted a persons heding. That isthe most important time to resist the
devil, the pain, and al symptomsin the name of Jesus. Just becaise their still seemsto remain some
pain, that doesn’t mean a personisnat heded. But, if you do noresist the devil, he will keep trying
to sted your heding.

There are many times when we pray for others. They may bein grea pain. Just becaise the
pain doesn't leave immediately, that doesn’t mean God s Word daes not work. Satan will doall he
can to stop a person from receving reding. He works throughthe minds and the bodes of people
to keep them in pain and torment. Sicknessand dseease ae Satan’s toadls to stop Christians from
flowing with God, to sted and destroy the lives of many Christians.

Patience strengthens faith. James said,

Knowing this, that thetrying of your faith worketh patience

But let patience have her perfed work, that ye may be perfed and entire, wanting
nothing (James 1:3,4).
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Y our reward always comes after you have dore your part. When youresist the devil, using
the Word of God, youwill receve the full manifestation o your heding.

Many times, | have prayed for others who were in pain. After praying, | usualy tell them,
“every timeyouthink youfed pan, aways sy, ‘by Jesus stripes| am heded.”” Thosewho dothis
usually cdl badc in aday or so and tell me of the goodreport, “all pain is gore, everything is
heded.”

We nedal petienceto continue to buld up ou faith. Eac time the devil triesto infled us with
sicknessor disease, or even injury, resist the devil, using the Word of God. The more we resist the
devil, using the Word of God the stronger our faith will be.

Many yeas ago, my son gd into an automohile acedent. Ancther vehicle pulled out in front
of him while he was traveling abou 40 miles per hou. The car he was drivingwas asmall car, with
no frame. The ca wastotaled ou by the insurance mmpany, beyondrepair.

When his car hit the other car, the impad caused the steeringwhed to pwsh into his chest,
pinning him between the steaing whed and the sea. He was driving my vehicle & the time, and
didn't know if he shoud goto the haospital or stay with the vehicle until they gat in contad with me.
So, he stayed with the vehicle, even though e wasin pain.

The other pasenger was taken to the hospital for a chedkout. When he finely gat in touch
with me, he asked me?“Dad, shoud | goto the hospital?” | asked him, what for? Then he told me
that his chest was in pain, and it was bladk and Hdue. Now, just for those who think they have
“bulldozer faith,” | knew in my spirit that Jim could believe for hisheding. So, | said, “Jim, did you
pray after you gd hit?” Hesaid, “Yes, Dad.” | them told him, “if you prayed then tell the devil to
take ajump, for by Jesus’ stripesyou are heded.”

Abou two weeks later | asked Jim, how isyour chest? He said, “Dad, all the black and Hue
isgore, and | have nat had any pain for over aweek.” It wasn't instant heding, with no @in, no
bladk and Hue. But, God s Word does work, if we will believe andresist the devil when he cmmes
to sted our heding.

Time has nathingto dowith faith. Faith works acrding to God stiming, whichis eternal.
Thereisno beginningand noendngto God stime. Hewas, Heis, and He adways will be. Therefore,
faith shoud never be subjed to time. Faith works regardlessof how much time it takes.

Oncewe ad upon ou faith, by believing and confessng acrding to the Word o God, it
will accomplish that which we say, aslongas we do nd waver or doult. Wavering and doulh can
stop faith. But knowing that faith does nat operate acording to time, we can standin faith urtil the
manifestation comes. It doesn’t make any dfference how long it takes. God' s Word canna fail . It
will acaompli sh that which we spe&k in faith, if we do nd doult, waver, or draw badk.
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Never stop confessng “By Jesus dripes| am heded’! Make this confesson every time the
though comesto you mind concerning heding for your body. Don't let religious people stop yau
from hadingfast to you confesson. Hebrews 10:23 says, “ L et ushold fast the professon of our
faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised.)” The word “professon” means
confesson. You must continue to confessthat by Jesus gripes you are heded. You may have to
confessthis one-hunded times aday. That’s ok, don't stop confessng, for God is faithful and will
set youfree

Satan stops our faith from working by puting thoughs in ou minds contrary to what we
have faith for. We must rgjed all thougtis that do nd agreewith ou faith. We must hald fast to our
confidence, and rever waver (Heb. 10:35).
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HEALING BY HISWORD

What Jesus did for us on the Crosswas arealy dedared dore from the foundition d the
world (Rev. 138, Isa. 46:9,10). Therefore, alrealy in Proverbs 4:20-22 it says,

My son, attend to my words; incline thine ear unto my sayings.

Let them not depart from thine gyes; keg them in the midst of thine heart.

For they are life unto those that find them, and health (healing, medicine) to all their

flesh.

The Word of Godis heding and medicineto al our flesh. Those who will believeit, will
benefit from doing what the word of Godtellsusto dg espeaally herein Proverbs 4:20-22. Do na
let the Word of God depart from our eyes, and kegp the Word of God in the midst of our heat. When
we dothat, the Word of God will be heding medicine and hedth to all our flesh.

We nedl to consider what it is saying here. Thisimplies continuows ge&ing d the Word
of God, just as a person take medicine. Many times aday, even in the night hous. Keep taking the
same medicine over and ower again, day and nght. If we dothat, it will be hedth to all those who
doit.

Praise God, it worksfor those whowill doit. When all the symptoms of arthritis came upan
me, | kept speking the Word against it. | kept saying, over and over, day after day, “by Jesus’ strips
| anheded.” This| would dofor weeks onend. Then for yeasthe symptomswould be gore. Yeas
later, they would come badk again and again | would keep saying, “by Jesus' strips| am heded.”
this started already before | was born again. That is over twenty some yeas ago. | still do nd have
any arthritis, for the Word of God is heding and medicine to my flesh and bores.

The Word works for anyorewhowill useit acordingtowhat is sys. “L et them not depart
from thine eyes; keep them in the midst of thine heart” (Prov. 4:21).

If you keegp you eyes onthe Word of God and keep the Word of Godin you heat, it will
work for you. You do no necessarily have to spegk the Word in English. It works by speging in
unknown tonges also.

In May of 2002 | was driving my ca, taking two ather people home. All the way to their
house | was prayingin the Spirit. | had another person with me whil e driving bad to where | lived.

| had just gotten onthe freeway, traveling 65miles per hour, when sharp pains garted to
come from my heat. It waslike lightening, sharp and repeaed. It continued to get worse and worse.

The person who was with me was a so fill ed with the Holy Spirit, and krew what the Spirit
revededto her. | said to her, “I think | am getting aheat-attadk.” She said to me, | know. She was
already praying in the Spirit. Both of us kept praying in unknown tongwes. We did nd pray in
English, only in unknown tongues. Although in our minds, we spoke heding and commanded the
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painto leave.

For abou five minutes, the sharp pain continued to increase. Then it started dowvn my left
am. My left arm started to get numb and | pulled dff the freeway. | asked the person with me to do
the driving, while we both kept praying in tongLes.

Abou five minutes later, the pain al | eft and | felt fine. That happened between six and seven
in the morning. All day | wasfine, no pain, no nunbnessin my arm. Then abou midnight, the pain
started again, just like thefirst time. | just started praying in tongues again and went to bed praying
intongues. Within abou fifteen minutes al the pain was gore and | went to dee. | did na have ay
sharp pain in my heat sincethat day. Although for about threeor four days, | could fed aspat in
my upper left chest that felt li ke someone had hit me there. That wasin May of 2002 | have never
had any symptoms like that sincethat time.

The Word of Godworks, even when you pay in unknown tongLes. It’ sthe speging o the
Word that causes the power of Godto kring hedingto ou flesh. When a person spe&ks in unknown
tongues, they are spe&kingthe Word of God. That is the important part, speeing the Word of God
out of our mouth.

Don't let those whotead that if you claim your heding more than orceyou are not speking
infaith! That isignaancegoreto seal. The Word of Godteates usto kegp spesing the Word of
Godday and right. To Joshua, the LORD said, “ Thisbook of the law shall not depart out of thy
mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do
acoordingto dl that iswritten therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then
thou shalt have goad success' (Josh. 1:8). To prosper and have goodsuccesswould include that
you bein good redth. The Word of Godis hedth to all our flesh.

Instant hedingisfine, andit iswonderful to seeGod hed instantly when we pray. But, God
never promised usinstant heding. But He did promise us heding bycortinuotsly spe&ingthe Word
of God from our mouth out of our heat.

We get the Word of God into ou heat by spesing and heaing, then when we spek the
Word of God it becomes hedth to all our flesh.

| likewhat | head of ancther Christian, who was an evangelist. He said, asa dnild his parents
alwaystaugh him that, whenever he gat hurt or felt pain, to say, “by Jesus stripes| am heded.” One
time he was getting ready to fly his snall airplane to ameding. Hiswife was up in the tower making
the final arrangement for talk-off. He was by the arplane making the final chedk out. In dang so,
he turned the engine over by puli ng onthe propell er. But, he forgat to take the wire off the magneto,
and the engine fired and started to run.

The propeller hit him onthe side of his head, over hiseye, cutting ceep into hisface Hisnose
was cut almost totally off, just hanging bya small amourt of skin. Hisleft shouder, arm, and leg

19



were aso hit. He was knocked to the ground bleeding, andin gred pain. He tried to say, “Oh, it
hurts’! But, the only words that would come out of his mouth were “by Jesus' stripes| am heded”!
Every time hetried to say, “Oh, it hurts’! The only words that would come out of his mouth were
“by Jesus' stripes| am heded’!

Heleaned from a dhild to spe&k the Word of God ower any sickness disease, or injury. What
he leaned ga into his heat, and ou of his girit he spoke heding, by Jesus' stripes.

To make alongstory short, they took hm to ahospital and at first the X-rays $howed that
there were broken bores and h's nose was completely removed from it proper locaion. Alongwith
hiswife and aher Christians, they keep spe&kingthe Word of God ower his condtion. A secondset
of X-rays showed no kroken bores, and al that was necessary was to sew his nose badk in pace
Within six hous after it happened, him and hiswife werein their airplane flying to their meding.

Spe&ing the Word of God, over and over is medicine and produces hedth to all our flesh.
Never stop speeking the Word o God concerning hedingfor your body. It ismedicineto you flesh
and hedth to you physicd body.

Heding was complete on the Cross There on the Cross Jesus bore dl our sickness and
diseases, alongwith al our infirmities. This includes anything that is not hedthy in ou physicd
bodes, they were dl paid for and kelongto us as our inheritance

A sister in the LORD was walking dovn a sidewalk one winter day. There was iceon the
sidewalk and she slipped and fell. As aresult, she ended upwith a hairline fracure in ore of her
bores. SheisaChristian, and kelievesin heding bythe Word of God. She did na goto adoctor
at the time, just believed in her heding.

Abou two weeks later she was dill i n pain, her leg was turning dadk and Hue and getting
stiff. So she went to a hospital and it chedked. The X-rays showed a hairline fradure. The doctor
gave her some medicine for pain andtold her to stay off the leg as much as possble. By the end o
that week she aould hardly stand the pain. She went badk to the doctor, and this time she was given
another prescription for pain. Then she was told that she needed to see atherapist and get some
therapy to keep her leg from getting stiff. She was told that if she didn't get therapy on ter leg it
could be stiff therest of her life.

The next week she was at my howse. She had allittl e dog she was raising and hotse training.
That day her legwas 9 painful and stiff she had to sit onafoam rubber pad abou four inches thick,
with her leg straight out. She could na bend fer leg.

Earlier inthe day | talked with her and told her abou aman | new who was bed-ridden for
over ayea. When heread Mark 11:23, 24, and dedded in himself he would believe what it says,
regardlessof how hefelt: he told the LORD, he believed he was heded regardlessof how things
looked, or how hefelt. Then hetooka-hdd of the bed past and started to pul himself up, out of bed.
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Hislegswere like ropes, they just dangled off the side of the bed. He kept pulling hmself up. When
hisfed hit the floor, strength came into hislegs. He stood upfor thefirst time in many months and
was heded.

He had beenin bed for many months, becaise he did na believe he was heded before he saw
the evidence | told this sster in the LORD that andthen | left the room to dosome work.

Later that day | came badk into the room where she was and she asked me to get into the
Word of Godwith her. | didn't know what she wanted to read o study, so | said to her, why dorit
youreal ou-loud one of the new books | am writingand | will li sten for any mistakes | may have
made in typingit.

Shereal the whale bookthrough sitting ona dair with the four inch foam pad onthe sed,
and her tiff leg straight out in front of her. When shefinished reading the book | said, | haveto go
and dosome work and | |eft the room.

| came badk abou an hou and ore-haf later and there she was bending dovn namally,
putting dogfoodin adish. | looked at her, andin excitement said, “hey you bending you leg.” She
said to me, “yes, it’s heded, no pain, no stiffness’!

When she dedded to ad uponthe Word of God and kelieve she was already heded, the
LORD took away al the pain and stiff ness It tookaweek or two for al the bladk and Hueto leare
her leg. But, al that pain and stiff nesswas gore in amatter of seands. Once she believed the Word
of God and aded uponit, believing that which was not heded, asthough it was heded, all the pain
and stiff nessleft. When she gat up df the chair and began to walk narmal, the LORD took away all
pain and stiff ness

Many Christians arein bed, in wheel chairs, using crutches, etc. not believingin the Cross
for their heding. It' s because they dorit believe before they receve they are till i n their condtion.
The heding comes after they believe “withou any evidencein the natural, that they are heded.” But,
if they would dolike the man at the pod of Bethesdain John 58,9 a the man sick with the palsy
in Matthew 9:6,7, and get up and walk, they would experiencethe power of God, and heding will
take placein their bodes. The Word of God is true. “By Jesus' stripes we are healed” (1 Peter
2:24). It sowr mindthat recaves thougtis that are not in agreament with the Word of God that keeps
us from walkingin hedth.
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