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Introduction

ThisisPart 2 of aseriesof Mini-bookson“God isLove.” This riesisnat the same asthe
larger booktitled “God isLove.” Thelarger bookfocuses upon“why God creaded manin Hisown
likenessandimage.”? The larger bookis avail able by downloading from our Web sites at:

www. handsforjesus.cc

www. handsforjesus.org
Thisseriesof Mini-bookswill focusupon“GodandHislovefor mankind.” If wedo nd know God
by Hislove, we do nd truly know God.“...For God isLove’ (1 John 48).

Therearetwo god sinthisworld. Thereisthe God d al creaion(mentioned all throughou
the Bible from Genesis through Revelation). Then thereis also the “god of thisworld” mentioned
spedficdly in 2 Corinthians 4:4, where it is ge&king of Satan, the Devil, whoisagod also.

Theword “god’ means “any of various beings conceved of as supernatural, immortal, and
having spedal powers over the lives and affairs of people and the curse of nature.” Man isnot a
“god’ inthetrueform of agod.Manismortal and deesnot have supernatural powersover the dfairs
of people. Only Godand Satan have power to operatein the spiritual redm beyondthat of the ability
of man.

Mankind is subjed to either GOD or Satan, depending uponwhich ore man submits to.
Romans 6:16 explains this the best by saying, “ Know ye not, that to whom ye yield your selves
servants to obey, his ®rvants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of
obedience unto righteousness?” It has always been man’s choice a to whom he will submit to,
GOD or the Devil ?

Christiansneedto know thetrue God d al creaion.Until Christiansknow thetrue God,they
will easily be deceved by the god d thisworld, andtakenin his share. Christians whotruly know
the God d thiscredion,can wak inlove andrecave from Godthe things needful in thislife. Jesus
was edking of Christians when He said in John 1413,14,“ And whatsoever ye shall ask in my
name, that will | do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son...If ye shall ask any thingin
my name, | will doit.” God lovesto answer the prayers of Christians whowalk in love and keep
His commandments.

Therefore, let us get to knav the God d al credion,andfollow Him, and serve Him all the
days of our lives. He is God and there is nore other like Him (Isa. 46.9,10).



GODISLOVE
Part 2

Christianswho do noknow God by Hislove, do nd truly know God,they only know about
Him. Thisis sad, becausethere ae so many people cdli ng themselves Christians, withou knowing
God by Hislove.

The ApostleJohnmadeit clea that “Godislove.” In 1John 48t says, “ Hethat loveth not
knoweth not God; for God is love (aggpe).” The English versions of the Bible do nd give us a
gooduncerstanding of thelove of God.Inthe Greek, theword used for lovein 1John 48is“agape.”
Thisword “agape” is only used when it pertains to the love of Godin aperson a the love of God
Himself. ThisGreek word “agape,” isnot speaking of human love. The Greek word used for human
loveis“phileo.” Agapeisuncondtiona love.

God s love is uncondtional love. It can ony operate when and where God is involved. It
canna operate independently without God keing invalved in some form or other. It isafruit of the
Spirit (Gal. 5:22,23.

To help identify this love of God we see adescription d it in 1 Corinthians 13:4-7. In the
New King James Versionit says, “Love sufferslong and iskind; love does not envy; love does
not parade itself, is not puffed up...does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not
provoked, thinksnoevil ...doesnot rejoicein iniquity, but rejoicesin thetruth...bearsall things,
believes all things, hopesall things, enduresall things.”

This is the way God's love manifests in God and in Christians who are walking in love.
When these dtributes are not manifesting in the lives of Christians, we shoud know there is
something wrong.

Thefirst thing mentioned in 1 Corinthians 134 is*“ L ove sufferslong and iskind...” God
does nat force awyone to recave Jesus and kecome born again. God loves everyone, bu draws
peopleto Jesus, waiti ng urtil they recave Him. Jesus sid in John 644,“ No man can cometo me,
except the Father which hath sent me draw him...” By this we know that God keeps drawing
people to Jesus urtil they respondand receve Jesus as their LORD and Savior.

In my life, | knew God was working in my life, proteding and delivering me from many
situations. | could have been killed, a at least injured in automobile accdents a number of times.
Yet, | never recdl of ever being injured in any one of the acedents | had been in. God loved me,
even before | receved Jesusinto my life a my LORD and Savior.

From the aye of six, | knew Godwas doing thingsin my life, bu | never knew why. | had
sicknessand diseases in my body. My parents took me to many doctors, bu they did na find ou
what the cause of my condtionwas. It wasn't until | was abou twenty-two yeas old that a Doctor
foundout what the caisewasfor my condtion.All of thaseyeas, the LORD was proteding me and
keeping me from mgjor problemsin my life.

Godislove andHeloves mankindwhom He aeaed in Hisown likenessandimage. “L ove
sufferslong and iskind...” When Adam and Eve sinned in the Garden of Eden and ate of the tree
of knowledge of goodandevil, the LORD did na come against them. The LORD still | oved Adam
and Eve, and promised them He would come into thisworld Himself, ban of awoman and defed
theDevil for us. In Genesis 3:15the LORD said, “ | will put enmity between theeand thewoman,
and between thy seed and her sedl; it shall bruisethy head, and thou shalt bruise hished.”
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The LORD Himself, Who creaed mankind and all that we seetoday loved Adam and Eve
and promised to comeinto thisworld Himself and pay the pricefor their sinswith Hisown predous
blood.The LORD did na dothat just for Adam and Eve, bu for al of mankindwhom He aeaed
inHisown likenessandimage. The LORD could have started over by destroying Adam and Eve and
creaing someone dseto taketheir place But, because of thelove of God, Jesus becane our Savior
from sin and deah.

Thereligious girits today still want to condemn and destroy thase whom they say sinned.
Godislove, and” Lovesuffersiong and iskind...,” whil e waiti ng for sinnersto repent andrecave
forgivenessof sins. Thereis nat one person alive today who has nat sinned against God.

God “is kind,” even to those who come ajainst Him. For everyone who repents, God
forgives them and cleanses them from al sin. In 1John 19 it says, “If we confessour sins, heis
faithful and just toforgiveusour sins, and to cleanseusfrom all unrighteousness” What God
doesfor us, Christians $roud also dofor others.

| have seen God hed peoplewhom | knew they wereliving in sin. If God can forgive thase
who have sinned, why canna Christians a so forgive those who have sinned? God desires for His
Children to walk in the li kenessand image of His Son, Jesus Christ. In 1 Corinthians 15:49it says,
“And aswe have bornetheimage of the earthy, we shall also bear theimage of the heavenly.”
We are to bea the image of Jesus Christ, in whom we live and have our being after we ae born
again into the family of God.

When Christianswalk inlove e Godislove, we can draw many to the LORD, and seeGod
manifest intheir livesalso. Godwantsto manifest Himself in theli ves of everyonewhowill receve
Him. It is by Hislove that He does manifest in the lives of those who love Him.

Even Christianswill nat truly know God, urtil they know Him by Hislove. Our natural mind
canna understand God and His love. Some people like to imagine things in their minds. Their
imagination gets them to think things that could seem to be out of thisworld, soto say. Try this, just
try toimagine aGodwhocreaed al things, including mankindin Hisown likenessandimage (Gen.
1:26-28). Heformed man’ s physicd body of the dust of the ground,and then said that man shoud
reproduce after his own likeness and image (thereby, multiplying mankind into unnumberable,
courtlessindividuals). Thisis awesome, aimost unimaginable in ou minds.

Now that goes beyond ou imagination. But did you ever consider in your imagination that
thissame LORD God,whocreaed mankindin Hisown li kenessandimagewould then become man
Himself (born of awoman and the Holy Spirit)?

God loved mankind so much that He becane man by being born into this world in the
likenessof man, whom He aeaed in the beginning. Asthe Son d Man, the LORD Godtook upon
Himself al our sins, iniquities, infirmities, sicknesses, and dseases and defeded the Devil for us.
Jesus Christ, who kecane man in the flesh dd thisfor us, because of His love for those whom He
creaed in His own likenessand image.

AstheSon d Man, after taking all our sins, iniquiti es, andinfirmitiesuponHimself, Hedied
for us. He defeaed the Devil and took from him the keys of hell and deah. Then He aose again
from the dead to giveto us eternd lifein Him.

Can your mind imagine such love? How that the One who Creaed all things, including
mankind, would become man Himself, and take uponHimself al that isnot pleasing to God. Not
just take awvay that which is not pleasing to God, but at the same time make it passble for us to



becme like Him, in His likeness and image. Not only that, but that through the new birth, we
beamme one with Godin Christ. God dvellsin us and we dwell in God.

Oh, what lovethat God hasfor man whom He aeaed in Hisown likenessandimage. Now,
can you image this? Through the new birth we ae one spirit with the LORD. The LORD Jesus
Christ has beacome one with us and we have become one with Him. That is awesome, too gred to
even concavein ou own uncerstanding.

Now stretch your imagination further, for when we receve the Baptism in the Holy Spirit,
the Holy Spirit comes into us, in ou spirit to become our Helper, Guide, Comforter, Lealer, and
Teader in al things. It is nat just God the Father and the Son that indwell us, bu aso the Holy
Spirit, giving us the power to be witnesses of Jesus. Jesus made it all possble for usto be united
with God, nd just in thislife, bu for al eternity.

God's love goes beyond ou imagination. When the Scriptures talk abou God's love, it
revedsthetrueloveof God.It saysin 1John 419,“W elovehim, because hefirst loved us.” God
loves mankind so much that He came down from heaven to live with us, in ou spirit.

When we truly love someone, we want to be with them, wherever they are. That is the way
it iswith truelove. Godlovesus 9 much Hewantsto bewith uswherever we ae. God rever wants
to leave us. God wantsto be with usforever.

Jesus, whois Godwith the Father andthe Holy Spirit said to Hisdisciplesjust before Hewas
taken up to be with the Father, “...10, | am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.
Amen” (Matt. 2820).

When Jesus prayed to the Father in John 1720-23, He said, “Neither pray | for these
alone, but for them also which shall believe on methrough their word...That they all may be
one; asthou, Father, art in me, and | in thee that they also may be onein us: that the world
may believethat thou hast sent me...And the glory which thou gavest me| have given them;
that they may be one, even aswe are one...I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made
perfed in one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as
thou hast loved me.”

Over and ower we aetold hov much Godwantsto bewith us. The Love of God desiresto
be with those who love God. Jesus sid in John 14:15,16, “If ye love me, keg my
commandments...And | will praytheFather, and heshall giveyou another Comforter, that he
may abide with you for ever.” Therefore, Jesus sid the Holy Spirit, which the Father will send
to thosewholove Him will abidewith usfor ever. That islove & the highest degree Godthe Father,
the Son, and the Holy Spirit never want to leave those who love them.

Even concerning those who love Jesus, He said, “...If a man love me, he will kegp my
words: and my Father will | ove him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with
him” (John 1423). Thisisnot talking abou sometimein the future. Jesuswastalking abou today,
Christians everywhere will experience God dwelli ng in them here oneath. Yes, God will be with
usin heaven, bu even beforewe go to bewith Godin hearen, God comesdown hereoneath where
we ae and makes His dwelli ng placein us.

In Colosgans 2:8-10 it reminds us, saying, “Beware lest any man spoil you through
philosophy and vain decet, after thetradition of men, after the rudiments of theworld, and
not after Christ...For in him dwelleth all the fulnessof the Godhead bodily...And ye are
completein him, which isthehead of all principality and power.” In God,we ae mmplete, the



fulnessof the Godhead dwellsin us. That isthe love of God, hav much He loves us.

Godloves us, and He wants us to love Him also. Whatsoever God wants usto do,He gives
usthe aility to doit. Therefore, the love of Godis given to us when we beame born again of the
Word and the Spirit. It isnot our love. It isthe love of Godin us. It is God s ahility to love us, that
He gives us to enable usto love Him.

Withou thelove of Godabidingin uswe caana love God the way He loves us. How dowe
know thelove of Godisin us? Weknow becaisewe dsolove Godwith the samelove Hefirst loved
us.

Those who love God love His Word, for God and His Word are one (John 11). Loveisa
relationship, which brings fell owship. By the love of Godwithin us we have relationship with God
and desire & al times to have fell owship with God. By daily studying the Scriptures, we have
fell owship with God. We love God so much we do nd want to stop studying the Scriptures.

Infell owship with theonewelove, wewant to praise andthank Godfor all that He hasdore,
andisdaingin ou livestoday. Weloveto pray to the Father and the Son, knaving how much they
love us. Welove prayinginthe Spirit (having communicaionwith the Holy Spirit). The Holy Spirit
dwellsin us, therefore, in the spirit we pray and continue our fell owship with God.

Itis sadto seeChristianswho nolonger expresstheir lovefor God. They goabou life dmost
asthough God daes nat exist. They dothings the way the world dces things. They believe in their
own ahility to acaomplish what they desire for themselves.

What they do nd understandis, that isawork of the Devil intheir lives. He is taking them
in his snare, a hiswill . They have negleded their time with Godin the Word andin prayer, andthe
Devil hasaplacein their minds.

Satanisthe Devil and heis“thegod of thisworld” (1 Cor. 4:4). The Devil doeshave power
over mankind, when people submit to hm and obey him. The world isunder hisauthority asagod,
controlli ng everyone who permits him to operate in their lives.

Satan beaomes “as aslave master” to those who do no understand hs power and authority
over them. Satan’s power “asagod’ controls everyone who daes nat resist him, and come against
his deception, whereby he takes them captive & hiswill (2 Tim. 2:25).

We were dl under his power at onetimein ou lives. Ephesians 2:2,3 says, “W herein in
timepast yewalked accordingtothe murseof thisworld, accordingtotheprinceof the power
of theair, the spirit that now worketh in the dildren of disobedience..Among whom also we
all had our conversation in timespast in thelustsof our flesh, fulfilli ng thedesiresof theflesh
and of the mind; and were by nature the dildren of wrath, even as others.”

When Christians no longer love God the way God loves them, the Devil starts workingin
their minds. He takes Christians in his siare, using his devices of pladng thoughts in the minds of
those who nolonger love God as they did when they were first born again into the family of God.

Satan gained control inthelives of peoplewhen sin entered into the human race Jesus came
to set usfreeof Satan’s control over us. To befree and stay freg we must dowhat Jesustold usto
do. Jesus gave us a ommandment of love. There ae two commandments in the commandment of
love. These aelistedin Mark 1230,31,which says, “ And thou shalt lovetheLord thy God with
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: thisisthe
first command-ment...And the secnd is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as
thyself. Thereis none other commandment greater than these.”



When Christians gop oleying these two commandments, they give aplacefor the Devil to
have control in their lives. In Romans 6:16 it says, “Know ye not, that to whom ye yield
your selves servantsto dbey, his ervantsye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death,
or of obedienceunto righteousness?”

Christians shoud reconsider their ways when they are nat flowing in the love of God. They
need to come to the understanding of what happened? How did they let themselves get into a
pasition where the love of God is not manifesting in their lives?

Too dten, Christians get caught up in*“... the ares of thisworld, and the decetfulness
of riches, and thelusts of other things...” (Mark 4:19). These ae the beginnings of the works of
the Devil. These things take our attention away from the plan and pupose of Godin our lives.

Godstill | ovesus, but what happened to thelovewehad for God? In ou first commandment,
Jesus said, “...thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and
with all thy mind, and with all thy strength...” If we aestill following thisfirst commandment,
then we shoud be walking in the love of God.

Satan uses the teadings of men to get Christians under his control. Many enter into the
Churchesandclaim they have spiritual power andauthority to control what other Christiansdo. They
tead from the Bible, things pertaining to the Law of Moses, and claim they areteading the will of
God for His people. These teadings put Christians badk under the Law of Moses, which Jesus
fulfill ed for al those who arein Christ.

The Law of Moseswas only aschodmaster given to the Children of Israd until Jesus came
andfulfill ed the Law for us (Gal. 3:24). When Jesustookthe aurse of the law uponHimself, He set
us freeof the law. The use of the law to control Christiansis not of God, it is awork of men, nd
knowing the love of God for those who are Christians.

For thase who have been li stening to the teadings of men, they need to repent, turn badk to
li stening to the Holy Spirit, whom God hes sent to be our Helper, Guide, Comforter, Leader, and
Teader in all things. The Holy Spirit will bring us bad to where we belong.

It was the love of Godthat sent Jesusinto thisworld to set us freeof the bondage of sin and
deah that came uponmankind in the garden of Eden. In Luke 4:17-19 it says, “And there was
delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. And when he had opened the book, he
found the placewhere it was written... The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath
anointed meto preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent meto heal the brokenhearted, to
preach deliveranceto the aptives, and recovering of sight to theblind, to set at liberty them
that are bruised...To preach the acceptable year of theLord.”

When Jesuswasteading onthekingdom of God,inJohn 831,32,it says, “ Then said Jesus
to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples
indedal...And ye shall know thetruth, and thetruth shall makeyou free.” Jesus knew the Jews
were na free They were under bondbge, trying to live by the Law of Moses rather than
understanding the love of God.

It wasthelove of Godthat sent Jesusinto thisworld. And Jesusread from thebook d Isaiah,
why He came. Christians $houd knaw that Jesus did what the Father sent Him to do.Christians
shoud befreeof al the doctrines and teadings of men that put them badk into bondige to the law.
In John 831,32 ,Jesus aso reveded to Christians how to befree ad stay free It isthe love of God
that will set usfree and kegp usfreeof al the works of the Devil.



Already at thetime of the Apostles, and the writing of the Scriptures of the New Testament,
men had entered into the dhurches, teading thingsthat shoud na have been taught. Jude wrote of
thesethings, on hav that men “having not the Holy Spirit,” cameinto the churchesandtaught things
which shoud na be anong Christians.

Christians ned to return to the teadings of the Holy Spirit, whereby He inspired men to
write the New Testament for our understanding. The Love of Godis gill im portant in the lives of
Christians. We shoud be caeful that we do nd let the love of Godwax cold as Jesus mentioned in
Matthew 24:12. We shoud nad so love the world, that the love of God the Father isnolonger in us
(1 John 215-17). We shoud na leave our first love asit was mentioned concerning the Church at
Ephesusin Revelation 24.

Eternity is gill ahead of us. Spending eternity in thewrong placeisnot goodfor anyone. We
shodd doaswe aetoldin Colossans 3:2, whereit says, “ Set your affedion on thingsabove, not
on thingson the earth.”

It iswhen Christians dart looking at, “... the aresof thisworld, and the decetfulnessof
riches, and thelusts of other things...,” that our focusis turned from the love of God to the love
of other things.

If Christians find themselves drifting away from the love of God, which has been given to
usinthenew birth, we shoud repent and ke deansed from all unrighteousness In 1John 19it tells
us, “ If we aonfessour sins, heisfaithful and just toforgiveusour sins, and to cleanse usfrom
all unrighteousness” Itisnot goodto lovetheworld andthethingsof thisworld morethan welove
God. Anything that is not of Godis not goodfor us. God s righteous, and God is love. When we
walk in the love of God which He has given us, we will also walk in righteousness

True righteousnessis of God. Righteousnessis obtained by believing al that God says
concerning His Children. As Children of God, we must be deansed from al unrighteousness

In 1 John 16,7 it says, “If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in
darkness welie, and do not thetruth...But if wewalk in thelight, asheisin thelight, wehave
fellowship onewith another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth usfrom all sin.”
Aswewalk in love and continue in fell owship with the Father and the Son, we ae deansed from
al sin by the bloodthat Jesus sed for us (1 John 17).

Godislove. God wants to be our God, and be the source of everything we have need of. In
Matthew 11:28,29 Jesus sid,“ Comeuntome, al yethat labour and are heavy laden, and | will
giveyourest...Takemy yokeupon you, and learn of me; for | am meek and lowly in heart: and
yeshall find rest unto your souls.” Becaisethat Godislove and Jesusisthe Son d God,He made
it all passblefor Godto dwell in usand ke our God.Now, morethan ever Godwantsto beour God.

Godwants to suppy al our needs. Whatsoever we have need of, He wants to supgy it. As
we enter into thereign of Godin ou lives, Godwill giveuspeace adjoy. For the kingdom of God
isthereign of Godin ou lives. Thekingdom of Godis“righteousness peaceand joyin theHoly
Spirit” (Rom. 1417). Wherever we go, andwhatever wedo, Godwantsusto have “peace adjoy.”
Jesussaid in Matthew 6:10,that we shoud pray, “ Thy kingdom come. Thy will bedonein earth,
asitisin heaven.” Intalking abou how thingsarein hearen, Revelation 214 says, “ And God shall
wipe away all tearsfrom their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorr ow, nor
crying,neither shall therebeany more pain: for theformer thingsare passed away.” Godloves
us $ much that He wants things to be dore here on eath asthey arein heaven.



Godiswell ableto dowhat He has promised to do.He aedaed all things, andiswell ableto
take care of al whowill cometo Him andlet Him betheir God. Weneeal to uncerstandthe love that
God hes for thase who recave Jesus Christ as their LORD and Savior.

Thereisn’t any love greaer than the love that God hasfor those whowill cometo Jesusand
recave Him astheir LORD and Savior. Oncewe receve Jesus as our LORD we shoud continueto
love Him and serve Him. We shoud turn away from anything that will draw us away from the love
of Godthat He has poured ou into ou heats by the Holy Spirit (Rom. 5:5).

Eternity isalong time. Let usmake surewe spendeternity in heavenwith God. Satan daesn’t
want us to serve God. But, we can resist the Devil and hdd orto eternal life in Christ Jesus. We
must, “ Fight the goad fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life...” (1 Tim. 6:12).

If you reed helpinyour walk with God, you can writeto Hands For Jesus, Inc. at the aldress
onthefirst page of this Mini-Book. We will dowhat we can to help you.

For moreinformation onthis subjed, get al the other Partsof “ GOD isLOVE.” Watch for
this serieson ou Web sitesand dovnload as many freebooks asyou cesire. All bookson ou Web
stesare free Go to:

www.handsforjesus.cc
www.handsforjesus.org
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