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HIS
RIGHTEOUSNESS

In 1st John 38b it says, " ...For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he
might destroy the works of the devil." What is the WBTRS 0T e aevl that the Son o God came
to destroy? It is sn. In 1st John 38ait says, " Hethat committeth sin isof the devil; for the devil
sinneth from the beginning." There aetwo oppaingforces within thisuniverse, "the Son d God,"
andthe devil . Today there isabattle gaing onin the spirit redm, a battle between the forces of Satan
and "the sons of God." The "sons of God' arethose who arein Christ, born again of the Spirit (John
3:5-7) and led by the Spirit. Romans 8:14 tellsus, " For asmany asare led by the Spirit of God,
they are the sons of God."

The battle is nat in heaven where the Son d God sits on the throne with His Father (Rev.
2:21). Thedevil isnat in heaven (Luke 19:18). Those who are sons of God are here on eath, andthe
devil is here on eath, the battle istaking dacehere on eath. It is here on eath where the sons of
God facethe works of the devil daily. Romans 8:T7-231ls Us that " the whole world is waiting for
the manifestation of the sons of God." The whole world (that is, nature and all physica beings)
becane subjed to the devil when man sinned and permitted the devil to use him to do hsworks.

When sin manifests in the life of an individual, it is a work of the devil. The person
committing the sin has permitted himself to obkey the spirits of darkness(spirits of thisworld). We
see a example of thisin Matthew 16:21-24. It tell s us,

From that timeforth began Jesusto shew unto hisdisciples, how that he must gounto

Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the dders and chief priests and scribes, and be

killed, and be raised agan thethird day.

Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him, saying, Beit far from theg Lord: this

shall not beunto thee

But heturned, and said unto Peter, Get theebehind me, Satan: thou art an offenceunto

T IO S O e o e I Ngs that De of God, but those that be of men.

Then said Jesus unto hisdisciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself,

and take up hiscross and follow me.

Peter did the speking, therefore Peter permitted the devil to use him to do hisworks. The
cause of the problem was Satan, therefore, Jesus addressed bah Peter and Satan. Then Jesus goke
to Hisdisciples, instructing them on hav they can overcome the works of Satan. Jesus said, If any
man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross and follow me.

From the time of Adam and Evein the garden of Eden, men have foll owed the devil by the
thoughsin their minds. Y et, when those who are righteous s1bmit themselves to the Lordship of
Jesus Christ, the Son d God (by the power of the Holy Spirit) He will manifest in their life and



destroy the works of the devil. Man canna destroy the works of the devil by hisown ability, but,
"Yeare of God, little dildren, and have overcome them: because greater ishethat isin you,

than hethat isin theworld" (1 John 44). The power to deslTOy e WOIRS O e OV 1o gTven 10
MO Bo Go0 Dy ey (the Word o God), andthen bythe Holy Spirit “the anointing within

us.”

The first manifestation d the works of the devil is e in Genesis, Chapter threg when
Adam and Eve de of thefruit of the treeof knowledge of goodand evil. They submitted themselves
unto the temptation d the devil, and sinned against God. The next recorded incident of sinin the
Bibleisthat of Cain, the first born son & Adam and Eve. In 1st John 312it says, " Not as Cain,
who was of that wicked one, and slew his brother. And wherefore slew he him? Because his
own workswere evil, and hisbrother'srighteous.” Why was Cain said to be of the wicked ore?
Because he submitted himself to oley the thoughsthe devil put in his mind. Genesis 4:5-7 says,

But unto Cain and to his offering he had not resped. And Cain was very wroth, and

his countenancefell.

And the LORD said unto Cain, Why art thou wroth? and why is thy countenance

fallen?

If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the

door. And unto theeshall be hisdesire, and thou shalt rule over him.

The"doa™ the LORD was referring to was Cain's mind, the enteranceto his ©oul. Thoughs
of sin are mnstantly coming to the minds of people, the diildren of God as well asthe dildren of
the devil. We have a toice we can recave the thoughs or we can rgjed the thoughts that come to
our minds. The LORD said to Cain, " ...thou shalt rule over him." But Cain dd nd rule over the
thougtts, and he dew hisbrother Able. Romans 6:16tellsus, " Know ye not, that to whom yeyield
your selves ®rvantsto dbey, his ervantsye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death,
or of obedienceunto righteousness?" Cain becane aservant to the devil when he did na rejed
the thoughs that came to hismind.

Sin isthe manifestation d the works of the devil in the lives of individuals. Righteousness
isthe manifestation d Jesus Christ, the Son d Godinthelife of anindividua. Sin and righteousness
are oppasites of ead ather, righteousnessdestroys sn, Sin destroys people. " ...For this purposethe
Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil" (1st John 38b).
Romans 6:23 says, " For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through
Jesus Christ our Lord." John 316,17 says,

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever

believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world

through him might be saved.

How was God gangto save dl whowill come to Jesus Christ? Ephesians 2:8-9 says,
For by graceare ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it isthe gift of God:
Not of works, lest any man should boast.



How can God save people by gracethroughfaith? God imputes righteousnessuponall that
believe His Word. We see a example of thisin the life of Abraham. Genesis 15.6 says, " And he
believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for righteousness” Romans 4.3, referring to
Genesis 15:6 says, " For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted
unto him for righteousness”

Now, let us ssewhat Romans 3 tell s us about sin and righteousness Romans 3:10-26 says,

Asit iswritten, Thereisnone righteous, no, not one:

ThereisnonetHa unoeryanaan, ereis nonethat seeketh after God.

They are all gone out of theway, they are together beaome unpr ofitable; thereisnone

that doeth goad, no, not one.

Their throat isan open sepulchre; with their tonguesthey have used decet; t he poison

of aspsisunder their lips:

Whose mouth isfull of cursing and bitterness

Their fed are swift to shed blood:

Destruction and misery are in their ways:

And theway o peacehavethey not known:

Thereisno fear of God before their eyes.

Now we know that what things sever thelaw saith, it saith to them who are under the

law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may becme guilty before

God.

Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh bejustified in his sght: for by the

W

But now the righteousnessof God without the law is manifested, being withessed by the

law and the prophets;

Even the righteousnessof God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto dl and upon all
them fhaf belleve: Tor there1sno difference

med and come short of the glory of God;

' ' ‘ aermnption that isin Christ Jesus:
Whom God hath set forth to beapropltlatlon through faith in hisblood, to dedare his
righteousnessfor theremisson of sinsthat are past, through the for bearance of God;
Todedare, | say, at thistime hisrighteousness that he might bejust, and thejustifier
ormmwnien perevern moesus..

Christians nead to understand that it is becaise of the Cross and the blood d Jesus Christ
that we have peace with God. When we believe the Word of God concerning His Son and ou
relationship with Him we ae dedared righteous, becaise we aein Him whoisrighteous, and the
justifier of all who bkelieve.

Satan comes against our minds, constantly, just like he did to Cain (Gen. 4:7). Heis at the
doa of our soul, tryingto get usto obey him. We must rule over the thougtts of our minds that do
nat agreewith the Word of God concerning us, as children of God.



How can we overcome the works of the devil in ou minds, that we may have victory in this
life, andin the world to come?We must spend al thetimewe can in praying and studying the Word
of God. In Luke 18:1 it says, “ And he (Jesus) spake a par able unto them to thisend, that men
ought always to pray, and not to faint.” Today, the most effedive praying is “praying in the
Spirit;” also cdled “prayingin the Holy Ghost” (Eph. 6:18, Jude 1:20). Then in 2 Timothy 215t
says, “ Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed,
rightly dividing the word of truth.” Satan destroys us througha lad of knowledge anongthe
Christians. Just asit iswritten in Hosea4:6a, " My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge..."

Satan isamaster at deceotion. He dtadks Christians from al sides. When we think we have
him defeaed in ore aea he atadksin ancther. There aretwo mgjor areasin ou lives where Satan
attacks to render us ineffedive a ns of God. The first areais to get us to think more highly of
ourselves than we ought (Rom. 12:3). Too dten Christians forget that " in somuch as Jesus died
for one, Hedied for all..." One of the greaest sinsin the life of a Christian isto think themselves
better than the worst of all sinners. Sinis gn, andall sinisunrighteousness " Asit iswritten, There
isnone righteous, no, not one" (Rom. 3:10). When we look at another individual, whether STTer
or o, oMk We ae more righteous than they are, we ae decaved, and being dcestroyed for a
ladk of knowledge of the Word of God. No, of ourselves we ae not more righteous than the worst
of sinners... Righteousnessisimputed uponall who telieve, nat becaise of works, but becaise they
believe,

For by graceare ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it isthe gift of God:

Not of works, lest any man should boast (Eph. 2:8,9).

We seethe manifestation d the works of the devil in the lives of individuals, but if we do
our job, and minister graceto them, they can be asaint, forgiven, cleansed bythe blood d the Lamb.
It isour high-mindednessthat prevents the power of God from working in the lives of others.

The secondareawhere Christians are destroyed for alad of knowledgeisin the aeaof their
pasitionin Christ. Many timeswe need a better understanding d the Word o God, that we may walk
therein. Many Christians become acaisers of the brethren, hel ping Satan, unknowvingly, because of
alad of knowledge.

Let me explain something that can set Christians freg if they will accet the Word of God
astheir sourceof information. The Bible says, " thejust shall li ve by faith!" (Hab. 2:4, Rom. 1:17,
Gal. 3:11, Heb. 10:38), and 2ndCorinthians 5:7 says, " (For we walk by faith, not by sight:)" If
we aeto dothewill of God, andlive acordingto the Word of God we caana walk by sight (that
which we seg hea, fed, smell, or taste). The Word of God daes not agree with ou natural
understanding. Our natural mind dees not understand spiritual things. In 1st Corinthians 2:14 it says,
" But the natural man receveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are fodlishness
unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discermned.” It takesfaith to
walk with God. Hebrews 10:38 says, " Now thejust shall li ve by faith: but if any man draw back,
my soul shall have no pleasure in him." Faith is not based uponthe words of men, but uponthe
Word o God. Jesus Christ, the Son d Godis“the Word of God.”



If we aetowak with God, we must come into agreement with the Word of God "by faith
inthe Word of God," which is"faith in Jesus Christ." Jesus said in John 155, " | am thevine, ye
are the branches: Hethat abideth in me, and | in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for
without me ye can do nothing." Everythingin our life, every breath we take is dependent upan
Jesus Christ, the Word o God manifestingin our flesh. Without Jesus Christ, we can do ndhing....

John 11-4,10,14 says,

In the beginning wasthe Word, and the Word waswith God, and the Word was God.
Thesamewasin the B&gmming with Gogrmnmnererrm. -
All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.
T was e, ano e e was thefrgnt or men. ...
Fewasm tneworld, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not.

And the Word was made fTesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld hisglory, theglory
as of The only begotten of the. only begatien of the Father,) full of graceand truth.

Our natural mind canna understand haw that the Word of God could beaome flesh. It cannat
understand that the Word of Godis God, and was God from the beginning. Our natural mind canna
understand how that aman, Jesus, "the Son d Man," could also be God with the Father and the Holy
Spirit. Our natural mind canna understand hav that Jesus, aMan, who lived onthiseath just like
others, and then ded onthe Crossof Calvary, was buried, then rose again from the dead could be
God Himself in the flesh of mankind. Our mind canna understand hav God could become man,
then die and kecome the One who sits at the right hand d God the Father with all power and
authority, not only in thisworld, but also in the world to come.

Our natural mind canna understand spiritual things, pertaining to God and the power of the
Word of Godin ou lives. Yet, it is by His Word and His power that all things exist... It's by His
Word that we have dl things. The Son d God, “the Word of God,” isour conredionwith God. It's
by God's Son, and His Word that we have the confidenceto come to God for everything we have
neal df.

Y et, Satan tries to deceve us by circumstance, by the working d the natural mind, in which
he injedsthoughsto try to control our lives. Histhoughs are cntrary to the thougtis of the LORD.
Therefore, we must rejed histhoughs and live by the Word of Godin every areaof our lives.

Satan still triesto deceve us, even after we have receved the LORD and kecome born again
into the family of God; then even after we recave the Holy Spirit with the evidence of spe&ingin
tongues; thoughts of losing ou pasition is Christ come over and ower again. We neeal a better
understanding of the Word of God, in bah the litera written Word, and type and shadow from the
Old Testament; that we may stand in the day of temptation.

Ephesians 6:10-18 tell s us,
Finally, my brethren, be strongin the Lord, and in the power of his might.
Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be ableto stand aganst the wiles of the



devil.

For wewrestle not against flesh and blood, but aganst principalities, aganst powers,
aganst the rulers of the darknessof thisworld, aganst spiritual wickednessin high
places.

Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand
in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.

Stand therefore, having your loinsgirt about with truth, and having on the breastplate
of righteousness

And your fed shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace

Aboveall, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all thefiery
dartsof the wicked.

And takethe helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which isthe word of God:
Prayng s a e ppncauon e sprit, and watching thereunto

with all perseveranceand supplication for all saints.

To use our "sword of the Spirit,” which isthe Word o God, we must have some knowledge
of what the Word of God says concerning us. Jesus said in John 1415,16,

If yelove me, kegp my commandments.

And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide

with you for ever.

In Ephesians 4:301it says, " And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed
unto the day of redemption.” Oncewe recéve the Holy Spirit, with the SlGeNCE OF Speaking 1
fongLes, we ae seded urtil the day of redemption. The Holy Spirit will nat leave us, nor forsake us.
Heisin us, andwill remainin us until the day of redemption...

Some men ask, when isthe day of redemption? The day of redemption could be the last day
weare divein ou bodeson thiseath. Redemption, means“when that whichisin part isredeemed
for the full amourt of which the part payment was for.” When we were born again we were born of
incorruptible seed, which isthe Word of God (1 Peter 2:23). This seed, wasthe beginning d our new
life in Christ Jesus, which is eternal life. When ou redemption is complete, when we ae fully
redeemed we will bein heaven for eternity. Our day of redemption could be the day we receve our
immortal body, and ou incorruptible soul complete in heaven. The last day that is courted in ou
livesisthe day we leare this eath; the day our soul leaves this physicd bodyand daes nat return.
That day we will experiencethefirst deah, the deah o the natural body d flesh and dood There
are no cays, weeks, months, or yeasin eternity. Eternity is forever... Thereis no end to eternity.
When we |leave this eath we go to ore of two places, either we goto be with the LORD or we go
to be with the devil; thereisno aher placefor usto ga Those who goto be with the LORD will not
experience the seoond ceah. But, those who do nd go to be with the LORD will experiencethe
seanddeah. Revelation, Chapter twenty and twenty-one teates that there are two deahs andtwo
resurredions. Revelation 205 says, " But the rest of the dead lived not agan until the thousand
yearswerefinished. Thisisthefirst resurrection.” Insomuch asthereisafirst resurredion, there

must also be aseand T Reva aon 200 oy, " Blesed and holy ishethat hath part in the



first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God
and of Christ, and ST Telgn With T a oo ver o Thsomuch asthereis asecond ceah,
there must d'so be afirst deah. Revelation 2014 says, " And death and hell were @ast intothelake
of fire. Thisisthe seaond death.” By thiswe know that the second ceah isfor those who are cast
into theTeRe o1 TiTe. Reveranon 2015 says, " And whosoever was not found written in the book
of life was cast into the lake of fire." By thiswe know that all who are not in Christ Jesus wil |
experiencethe seoond ceah.

Y et we dso seeother information concerning eternad life and the second ceah in Revelation
21:3,4, which says,

And | heard a great voiceout of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God iswith

men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be histop &, ang Gog T onan

Bewith them, ano pear coa.

N0 GO0 onall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death,

neither sorr ow, nor crying, neither shall therebeany moPe paim: Tor qeTormer tnogs

are passd away.

For thase who will nat experiencethe seand deah, deah shall have no paver over them.
All thingswill be beautiful; in the presenceof the LORD.... Y et, there aethose whowill experience
the seond ceah, acordingto Revelation 218, which says, " But thefearful, and unbelieving, and
theabominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all li ars,
shall havetheir part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which isthe second
death."

We must remember all of those listed in verse 8, are those who are listening to the wrong
voice the voiceof the wicked ore; the same voicethat Cain listened to in Genesis 4:5-8. The LORD
saidto Cainin Genesis4:7," If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not
well, sin lieth at thedoor. And unto theeshall be hisdesire, and thou shalt rule over him." We
must not listen to any vacethat will | ead usto become anongthdE T oed 1 Revaanon 218.

The LORD has dore gred things for those who will come to Him, and receve Him as
LORD. The LORD Himsdlf, and God the Father come and make their abode within us (John 1423).
And if we ke His commandments, He sends us the Holy Spirit to be with us until the day of
redemption (John 1415-17, Eph. 4:30). By His Spirit dwellingin us, we ae aleto follow Him all
the days of our life. We have the power to resist the devil, and He will flee James 1:2-4 says,

My brethren, count it all joy when yefall into diverstemptations,

Knowing this, that thetrying of your faith worketh patience

But let patience have her perfed work, that ye may be perfed and entire, wanting

nothing.

Then verse 12 says, " Blessed isthe man that endureth temptation: for when heistried,
he shall receve the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him."
Temptations do come to everyone whois a Christian... Everyone is tempted bythe devil. Y et, we



do nat have to yield to the temptation like Cain, the brother of Abel did in Genesis Chapter four.
James 4.7, tellsuswhat to dowhen we aetempted. It says, " Submit your selvestherefore to God.
Resist the devil, and he will fleefrom you."

We must ke in mind certain Scriptures, such as when the LORD said,

| will not leave you comfortless | will cometo you.

Yet alittle while, and theworld seeh me no more; but ye seeme: beause| live, ye shall
live also.

At that day ye shall know that | am in my Father, and yein me, and | in you" (John
14:18-20).

When Jesus made this datement to His disciples, He was nat talking abou some day in the
way distant future; He was talking about threedays later, when He and God the Father came and
made their abode in them. On the same day that Jesus arose again from the deal, He breahed onHis
disciplesandsaid, " Recaveyethe Holy Ghost" (John 2022). That same day, they were born again
of the Spirit, and they became children of God, with the Father and the Son dwellingin them. This
isthe samein every Christianslife, when we ae born again of the Spirit, God the Father and the Son
take up their abode in us. And Jesus sid, " ...lo, | am with you alway, even unto the end of the
world. Amen." (Matt. 28:20).

Of the Holy Spirit, Jesus said,
If yelove me, kegp my commandments.
And | will pray the Father, and he shall giveyou another Comforter, that he may abide

with you for ever; (John 1415,16).

We must be caeful nat to grieve the Holy Spirit. Ephesians 4:30 says, " And grieve not the
holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.” Yet, dont let Satan
decaveyouinto thinking youhave committed the unpardorable sin of blasphemy of the Holy Spirit
mentioned by Jesus in Matthew 12:32, where He said, " And whosoever speaketh a word aganst
the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him: but whosoever speaketh aganst the Holy Ghost, it
shall not beforgiven him, neither in thisworld, neither in theworld to come." Satanisaliar,
and the father of lies (John 844). Remember what the gostle Johnsaid,

If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness welie, and do not the

truth:

But if wewalk in thelight, as heisin thelight, we have fellowship one with another,

and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth usfrom all sin.

If we say that we have no sin, we decave our selves, and thetruth isnot in us.

If we coonfessour sins, heis faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us

from all unrighteousness

If we say that we have not sinned, we make him aliar, and hisword isnot in us (1st

John 16-10).

Let uswalk inthelight, asHeisinthelight and maintain ou fell owship with the Father and

10



the Son, andthe Holy Spirit. Remember, " insomuch as Jesusdied for one, Hedied for all," that
includes every barn again Christian... His Bloodis for our sake, that we might be set freeof al the
works of the devil. The power of the Word of God is much greaer than the works of the devil .
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RIGHTEOUSNESS
EXPLAINED

When Jesus came to Johnthe Baptist to be baptized, " John forbad him, saying, | have
neel to be baptized of theg and comest thou to me?" (Matt. 3:14). John dd na understand the
righteousnessof God. Therefore, " Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus
it becometh usto fulfil all righteousness..." (Matt. 3:15).

John the Baptist did na understand the righteousness of God, but for us of the New
Covenant, Romans 3:21-26 says,

But now the righteousnessof God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the

law and the prophets;

Even the righteousnessof God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto al and upon all

them that believe: for thereisno difference

For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;

Being justified freely by his gracethrough the redemption that isin Christ Jesus:

Whom God hath set forth to bea propitiation through faith in hisblood, to dedare his

righteousnessfor theremisgon of sinsthat are past, through the forbearance of God;

Todedare, | say, at thistime hisrighteousness that he might be just, and thejustifier

of him which believeth in Jesus.

Our righteousnessis nat based uponanythingwedid o did na do. Itisonly based uponwhat
Jesus did for us; and that we believe the Word of God concerning what Jesus did for us. It is
important to ndicein Romans 3:22, it says, “ Even the righteousnessof God which isby faith of
JesusChrist...” Therighteousnessof Godis“ by faith of Jesus,” not by our faith. It isHET e, Now
Ot Taith that dedares His righteousnessin placeof our righteousness Jesus said to Johnthe Baptist,
“we must fulfill al righteousness” It is ksus righteousnessthat isimputed upon . When it comes
to righteousness God the Father looks at Jesus' righteousnessand dedares us righteousnesswhen
we believe the Word of God concerning what iswritten in Romans 3:21-26. Jesusis “thejustifier
of him which believeth in Jesus.” We arejustified bywhat Jesus did, nat by what we did or did na
do.

Righteous means “equa in charader or ad,” with God, just as ksusisequal in charader with
God the Father. Therefore, Jesus cdls us brethren. In Hebrews 2:11 it says, “For both he that
sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one: for which cause heisnot ashamed to call
them brethren.” Our righteousnessis of God, not of ourselves. Look at the foll owing verses:

Romans 1:17 For therein isthe righteousnessof God revealed from faith to faith: asit

iswritten, Thejust shall li ve by faith.

Romans 3:5,6 But if our unrighteousnesscommend the righteousnessof God, what shall

we say?Is God unrighteous who taketh vengeance? (I speak asa man)

God forbid: for then how shall God judge the world?
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Romans 3:21,22 But now therighteousnessof God without thelaw is manifested, being
witnessed by thelaw and the prophets;

Even the righteousnessof God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto dl and upon all
them that believe: for thereisno difference

Romans 10:3 For they being ignorant of God's righteousness and going about to
establish their own righteousness have not submitted themselves unto the
righteousnessof God.

2 Corinthians 5:21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we
might be made the righteousnessof God in him.

James 1:20 For thewrath of man worketh not the righteousnessof God.

2 Peter 1:1 Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that have
obtained like preciousfaith with usthrough the righteousnessof God and our Saviour
Jesus Christ:

It'sal God srighteousness not our righteousness It isimputed upon g who kelieve onthe
Lord Jesus Christ throughthe Word o God concerning “Hisrighteousness” Alwaysremember, it’s
nat our righteousnessbut His righteousnessthat makes us righteous before God the Father. Always
remember, “If we mnfessour sins, heisfaithful and just to forgive usour sins, and to cleanse
usfrom all unrighteousness” The blood d Jesus Christ cleansesusfrom all sin; ALL SIN, that
includes any sinswe have committed even up urtil the very last seaond d our life. All past and al
present sins, “...if wewalk in thelight, asheisin thelight, we have fell owship onewith another,
and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth usfrom all sin” (1 John 17).

Romans 8:34 says, “Who ishethat condemneth? It isChrist that died, yearather, that
isrisen agan, who iseven at the right hand of God, who dso maketh intercesson for us.” If
Jesus is making intercesgon for us, why would He condemn us? He will nat condemn us if we
overcome the world. 1 John 55 says, “Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that
believeth that Jesusisthe Son of God?” It isour believing onthe Son d God, that causes us to
receve the righteousnessof God which is*by Jesus Christ,” who makes intercessonfor us.

Righteousnessmakes us in right standing with God, just as much as it made Jesus in right
standing with God the Father. Beingin right standing with God, we have fell owship with the Father
andthe Son. The gostle Johnwrotein 1John 13, “ That which we have seen and heard dedare
we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship iswith the
Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.”

Fell owship with the Father and the Sonis very important. It is throughfell owship with the
Father and the Son that we can come baldly unto the throne of grace ad receve axswersto our
prayers. Hebrews 4:16 says, “ L et ustherefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may
obtain mercy, and find graceto help in time of neel.” Hebrews 13:6 says, “ So that we may
boldly say, The Lord ismy helper, and | will not fear what man shall do unto me.”

Christians need to come “baldly” before God and “baldly” before the devil; making ou
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request known urto God and demanding that Satan have no power in ou lives. We must bebadin
the things that the Word of God dedareswe aeto da Wimpy, self-pity Christians will not recave
answers to their prayers, neither will the devil fleewhen we do nd come baldly, and demand that
the devil flee Satan daes nat fleefrom those who do nd know their rights, or their righteousnessin
Christ Jesus.

When we stand firm on the Word of God, Satan will flee But thase who come with doult
or unbelief will not obtain that which they demand o the devil. The devil isa “devil,” he doesn’t
scare easily, but he knows he must obey those who know “they are the righteousnessof God in
Christ Jesus.” Being in right-standing with the Father, Satan must obey the words we spe&k with
authority, baldly stating ou paositionin Christ, and cemanding hs obedienceto ou commands.

When we sped bddly, “In the name of Jesus, Satan’s power isbroken,” his power is broken
and therefore, he has no pawver over the drcumstancefor which we bre& his power. It’ sthe name
of Jesus, andthe blood d Jesusthat bre&sthe power of Satan in ou livesandin the lives of others
to which we have to da Boldnessin righteousnessis what gets the job dore. Wimpy, begging
Christians never get results. It’ sthose who knaw their right-standing and authority that gets the job
dore.

If you are born again and beptized in the Holy Spirit, then youare made the righteousness
of Godin Christ Jesus. If you have sinned, all you have to dois confessyour sins before God, and
“...)heisfaithful and just to forgive usour sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness”
Being cleansed from all unrighteousness go bddly before the spirits of thisworld, bre&ing their
powers over you and you life. With their powers broken, receve that which is rightly yours
acordingto theWord o God. It will be granted to you by you Father, for whatsoever isthe Father’s
isthe LORD’ S, and whatsoever isthe LORD’ Sisyours, if youclaim it to be so “accordingto the
Word o God”
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OUR
INHERITANCE

Jesus, spe&king d the Holy Spirit, said in John 1615, “ All thingsthat the Father hath are
mine: therefore said I, that he shall take of mine, and shall shew it unto you.” Why would He
show it to youif He didn't want you to haveit? In James 1:17 it says, “L et no man say when he
istempted, | am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any
man.” If James 1:17 istrue, then when the Holy Spirit shows us those things that are Jesus' and the
Father’ sHe @mud na betempting ws. If showing wsthe things that belongto the Father and the Son
isnot temptation, why isit then, Jesus said the Holy Spirit would show us these things yet Hewould
naot be tempting s?

Why would He show us those things? Becaiuse they belongto us* by inheritance” The world
uses the same system. If your father and mother dies and youare the only child, youmay be cdled
into “probate curt” that they may read to youthe will of your late father and mother. In reading the
will, they will dedareto youall that your father and mother owned as yours. It al belongsto you
becaise you inherit all that was left when they died.

Now that’s goodas far aswhat your father and mother owned; it’sall yours. But what abou
your father’ spasitionin thisworld. What if your father was aking? What happens when aking des?
Let’stake for example, King David. Now, King David was nat dways king. He began as a shepherd
boy, tending hsfathersflocks (1 Sam. 16:11). He was anointed to be king by Samuel while still a
boy; while King Saul was dill alive. In 1 Samuel 16:12,13 it says,

And he sent, and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and withal of a beautiful

countenance, and goadly to look to. And the LORD said, Arise, anoint him: for thisis

he.

Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the midst of hisbrethren: and

the Spirit of the LORD came upon David from that day forward. So Samuel rose up,

and went to Ramah.

David receved the anaintingto be king at that time (1 Sam. 16:13). This anointing was not
of man, but it was of the LORD. At abou the age of fifteen, David becane King Saul’ s armorbeaer
(1 Sam. 16:21). When an evil spirit came uponKing Saul, David played the harp and the evil spirit
left Saul. At abou the age of seventeen, David slew Goliath (1 Sam. 17:50). For yeas, David was
pursued by King Saul and his men, but David always prevail ed and escgped. When David was abou
the age of thirty, King Saul died in bettle (1 Sam. 31:4). David was anainted King ower Judah; “And
the men of Judah came, and therethey anointed David king over the house of Judah. And they
told David, saying, That the men of Jabeshgilead were they that buried Saul” (2 Sam. 2:4).
Abou two yeas later, David was anointed King over Israd (the remainingten tribes); “ So dl the
elders of Israel came to the king to Hebron; and king David made a league with them in
Hebron before the LORD: and they anointed David king owver Israel” (2 Sam. 5:3). “ David was
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thirty yearsold when he began to reign, and he reigned forty years’ (2 Sam. 5:4). King David
fought many bettles with the enemies during hisreignasking. At abou 70 yeasold, King David
died; “ So David dept with hisfathers, and wasburied in the dty of David” (1 Kings 2:10).

Now, 1 Chronicles 29:20-22tell s us,

And David said to dl the congregation, Now blessthe LORD your God. And all the
congregation blessed the LORD God of their fathers, and bowed down their heads, and
wor shipped the LORD, and theking.

And they sacrificed sacrifices unto the LORD, and offered burnt offerings unto the
LORD, on themorr ow after that day, even athousand bullocks, a thousand rams, and
athousand lambs, with their drink offerings, and sacrificesin abundancefor all Israd:
And did eat and drink before the LORD on that day with great gladness And they
made Solomon the son of David king the semnd time, and anointed him unto the LORD
to be the chief governor, and Zadok to be priest.

Then sat Solomon upon the throne of David his father; and his kingdom was
established greatly (1 Kings 2:12).

What did Solomon have to doto inherit the throne of his father, King David? Nothing,
basicdly. He only had to bethe son d King David by krth. He was born into the family; David was
his father and Bethsheba was his mother. Becaise Solomonwas the son d King David, when David
died Solomoninherited David’ skingdam (hiskingship ower all twelvetribes of Israd). Not only did
Solomon inherit the kingship, but al the riches and hona. In 1 Chronicles 29:28, it says, “ And he
(King David) died in a goal old age, full of days, riches, and honour: and Solomon his n
reigned in his gead.”

When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judeaof Mary His mother (Luke 2:1-7), he becane
the step-Son d Joseph, of the kingship line of King David (Matt. 1:6-16). When Joseph, Jesus' step-
father died Jesus becane king d the thirteenth generation from the carying away into Babylon. At
abou the gge of thirty, Jesus was anointed with the Holy Spirit and paver to destroy the works of
the devil. Luke 4:17-19tell s us,

And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. And when he had

opened the book, he found the placewhereit waswritten,

The Spirit of the Lord isupon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel

to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliveranceto the

captives, and recovering o sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised,

To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.

Acts 10:38 says, “How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with
power: who went about doing goal, and healing al that were oppressd of the devil; for God

was with him.” Note: heding daes not offy oo PTyoca oA g oo Do, but it also

includes mental heding d our souls. Many times, people who hed evil spirits were bought to Jesus
for heding, and He cat out the devil s by the Spirit of God (Mark 9:14-28, Matt. 12:28).
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Why was the Spirit of the LORD uponJesus? Why dd God anaint Jesus with the Holy Spirit
and power? It was for the work of the ministry, to establi sh His kingdam. Jesus began to cdl His
twelve disciples, while He went aroundcasting ou devil s, heding the sick, raising the dea, etc. In
establishing His kingdan, Mark 1:14,15 says,

Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus cameinto Galil eg preaching the gospel

of the kingdom of God,

And saying, The timeisfulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and

believe the gospel.

Jesus was the Son d God, Who camein the flesh asthe Son d Man (John 11-3, 14). Asthe
Sonof Man, Jesus had authority oneath (dominion paver). Helived thirty-yeasasthe Son d Man,
and Son d God while His gep-father was alive. Then Jesus was anointed King and went about
establi shing His kingdan here on eath.

For three ad ore-haf yeas, Jesus, Who was anainted as king, establi shed His kingdam by
destroying the works of the devil, and receving urto Himsdlf disciples (foll owers). Then, asthe Son
of Man, Jesus went to the aoss There He defeaed Satan by deah; for sin and deah had no paver
over Him.

In 1 Peter 3:18, it says, “ For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the
unjust, that he might bring usto God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the
Spirit.” Colosgans 2:11-15 says,

In whom also ye are circumcised with the drcumcision made without hands, in putting

off the body of the sins of the flesh by the arcumcision of Christ:

Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through thefaith of the

operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead.

And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he

quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasss,

Blotting out the handwriting of ordinancesthat was aganst us, which was contrary to

us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to hiscross

And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly,

triumphing over them in it.

Hebrews 2:9-18 says,

But we seeJesus, who was made a little lower than the angelsfor the suffering o death,
crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death for
every man.

For it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in bringing
many sonsunto gory, to makethe aptain of their salvation perfed through sufferings.
For both hethat sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one: for which cause
heisnot ashamed to call them brethren,

Saying, | will dedare thy name unto my brethren, in the midst of the church will | sing
praise unto thee
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And agan, | will put my trust in him. And agan, Behold | and the dildren which God
hath given me.

Forasmuch then as the dildren are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself
likewisetook part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the
power of death, that is, the devil;

And deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subjed to bondage
For verily he took not on him the nature of angels; but he took on him the seal of
Abraham.

Wherefore in all thingsit behoved him to be made like unto hisbrethren, that he might
be a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make
reconciliation for the sins of the people.

For in that he himself hath suffered being tempted, heisable to succour them that are
tempted.

By thiswe can seg asking d the thirteenth generation from the carying away into Babylon,
Jesus defeaed the devil, put him to open shame, took away the keys of hell and ceah (Rev. 1:17,18),
and nav we ae heirsto Hiskingship here on eath.

Again, John 1613-15 says,

Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, hewill guideyou into al truth: for he
shall not speak of himsdlf; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he wil |
shew you thingsto come.

Heshall glorify me: for he shall recave of mine, and shall shew it unto you.

All thingsthat the Father hath are mine: therefore said I, that he shall take of mine,
and shall shew it unto you.

God does nat tempt us with evil, therefore whatsoever the Holy Spirit shows usthat belongs
to the Father or the Sonisfor our benefit, that we may have them.

It's our righteousnessin Christ Jesus that makes us able to be partakers of all that belongs
to Jesus. We have inherited all that Jesus had onthis eath, being children of God, and heirs
acording to the avenant. When Jesus died onthe Cross all that belonged to Jesus on this eath
becane our inheritance

Hebrews 9:15-17tells us,

And for thiscause heisthe mediator of the new testament, that by means of death, for
the redemption of the transgressons that were under the first testament, they which
are called might receve the promise of eternal inheritance

For where a testament is, there must also of necesgty be the death of the testator.
For atestament isof force after men are dead: otherwiseit isof no strength at all while
thetestator liveth.

Jesus is the One who ded and left us an inheritance because of His deah. It is an eternal
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inheritance. It includes al that belonged to Jesus while He was here on eath, as well as all that
belonged to Jesus as the Son of God. Therefore, beingwe dso are sons of God in Christ Jesus we
recave Hisinheritance We ae heirs of Jesus, being He is our brother, and He died, leasing ws all
He had.

Jesus was withou sin, at the time He died onthe Cross therefore, we inherited His position
of righteousness(being withou sin) before God the Father. Satan has nothing on s because of our
inheritance All that Jesus' Father has was His, therefore, whatsoever was Jksus' now belongsto us
by inheritance

Understanding righteousnessand undrstanding inheritance shoud set usfreeof al demonic
adivity in ou lives, andin thelives of othersto whom we haveto da The same power and authority
that Jesuswalked in duingHisthirty three ad ore-half yeasasthe Son d Man, belongsto us. We
inherited it when He died onthe Crossfor us. Everything Jesus had as the Son d Man, we have &
sons of God.

Sons of God are thase who are led by the Spirit of God, not those who are led bytheir own
will . Therefore, we must learn how the Holy Spirit leads and gudes us, just as He lead and guded
Jesus. Romans 8:16,17 says,

The Spirit itself beareth witnesswith our spirit, that we are the dildren of God:

And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirswith Christ; if so bethat we

suffer with him, that we may be also gorified together.

Children of God are heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ. Galatians 4:1,2 tell s us,
Now | say, That the heir, aslong as heis a child, differeth nothing from a servant,
though he belord of all;

But isunder tutors and governor s until thetime appointed of the father.

Even thoughall who are dildren of God are heirs, and joint-heirs with Christ, only those
who are sons of God (mature in Christ) will walk in the power and authority that Jesus walked in.
Why? Because the Father looks at His children to seeif they are mature before He gives them the
power that isrightfully theirsto use and nd abuse.

Maturity in Christ brings possesson d all that is ours by inheritance. Maturity includes
“doing His will, not our will.” Maturity means “being led by the Holy Spirit” not other spirits.
Maturity means “doing the will of God as Jsusdid the will of God.” Jesuswalked asa Son d God,
mature in the things that belonged to Him, given to Him by the Father.

Jesus said of Himself, “1 can of mine own self do nothing: as | hear, | judge: and my
judgment isjust; because | seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent
me” (John 5:30). That is maturity, knowing what we car doand what we caina do. There ae
certain thingswe canna do, andthere ae cetain thingswe can da Therefore, by na doing ou own
will , we can dothe will of God the Father. Our will getsin the way of the will of God the Father,
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therefore, we must set our will aside to dothe will of God the Father.

Many Christians understand Ephesians 2:8,9, which says,
For by graceare ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it isthe gift of God:
Not of works, lest any man should boast.

But, how many uncerstand why it isby graceWhy dces God save us by gracethroughfaith,
and nd of ourselves?

To begin with, being saved and kecoming ban again are two dfferent things, which many
tead asthe same. To be saved isto be delivered and/or proteded. People of the Old Testament times
were saved, they were delivered and proteded bythe LORD many timesthroughou the yeas before
Jesus camein the flesh. Noah and hishousehdd were saved at the time of the flood In 1 Peter 3:20
it says, “ Which sometime were disobedient, when oncethelongsuffering of God waited in the
days of Noah, whilethe ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by
water.” It says, “eight souls were saved.”

God has aways been saving souls. He did it in the Old Testament timesand Heis gill doing
it today. When asoul is saved, it isdelivered and proteded from whatsoever istryingto destroy it.
Take for example the dhildren of Israd at the time of Moses. A multitude of people were saved,
delivered and proteded asthey came out of Egypt. Y et, they would na mix faith with the Word of
the LORD that promised them they could enter into the land d Canaan (Heb. 3:19). Therefore, those
over twenty yeasold could nd enter in. They were saved from the Egyptians but later they died in
the wilderness To be saved, we must put faith in that which God has promised, or we could loose
our salvation.

But, being ban again is not the same thing. When a person is born again they become
children of God throughthe new birth. They are nat just saved, but they are born into the family of
God by anew birth. The new birth isnat a birth in the natural redm but a spiritua birth, born of the
Spirit of God (John 36) andthe Word of God (1 Peter 1:23). Thisnew birthisnat awork of men,
but awork of God (John 113). Whereby, God the Father adopts us unto Himself through Jesus
Christ, His Son (Eph. 1:4-6). We ae alopted ou of thisworld into the kingdam of God s Son (Cal.
1:13).

Therefore, we aenolonger of thisworld, but heavenis our home and God is our true Father.
Jesusisour Savior, but Heisaso ou Brother, for our Father and Jesus Father are the same person.
Throughthe new birth we become related to God, being that God the Father is our true Father.

The name “Jesus’ pertainsto the Son d Man, that came into thisworld ban of awoman and
of the Spirit of God. Therefore, Jesus becane aman, the Son d Man; having abody d flesh and
bores. Helived onthis eath asaman. Yet, He was gill the Son d God, while Helived as the Son
of Man, born of awoman.
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When Jesus died onthe Crossof Calvary, everythingthat was His asthe Son of Man was | ft
behind. Hetook ndhing d thisworld with Him. Just asany aher personwho desonthis eath; they
take nathing d thiseath with them. All their belongngs, al their possessons, al of their power as
kings or rulers, everything that belonged to them stays here on eath and they Teave tor their final
destination.

Just as aking, when he dies, histhrone is passed onto his on. All hispower asakingis|eft
to anather, one of his sns. That iswhat happened when Jesus died onthe Cross His power asaking
was pased onto His brothers and sisters. They recaved “by inheritance” dl that Jesus had, His
kingship, His power, His authority to reign here on eath.

Now, because of Jesus' deah, we become heirs of His. Becaise we ae cildren of God
throughthe new birth, we inherit all that was His. By inheritance, we receve power to dothe will
of God here on eath, the same power that Jesus had whil e He was here on eath.

That power comesto usin dfferent ways. It comesto us by the anainting o the Holy Spirit.
The same Holy Spirit that was uponJesusis aso upon s (if we will receve Him). Thisanainting
iswhat destroys the works of the devil . It wasn’t Jesus that cast out devil s by His own power. The
devilswere cat out by the Spirit of God, that Jesus was anointed with (Matt. 12:28). Now, as heirs
of Jesus, we can receve the same anointing d the same Holy Spirit that Jesus had. By this anainting
we can cast out devil s, hed the sick, raise the deal, and set aliberty all thase who are oppressed by
thedevil (Luke4:18,19, Acts 10:38). Thisanaintingis given to all who are heirsto the throne of the
King who ded. Jesus, as king ower all kingdans of this world ded, and we have inherited His
kingship in this world. Therefore, we have the same power Jesus had, for we ae kings and priest
unto Godin His geal. Revelation 16 says, “ And hath made uskingsand priests unto God and
his Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.”

We ae God's representatives here on eath in Jesus place We have receve dominion, and
power, and authority to ad for God onthis eath aslongas we live onthis eath. Our kingship wil |
remain aslongas we remain faithful to God.

By inheritance, we ae whowe ae. Not that we did anything d ourselvesto eanit, it was
not what we did, but what Jesus did as the Son d God and the Son d Man while He was here on
eath. Wereceved all that belonged to Him “by inheritance” Therefore, we can be delivered and
proteded by God, nat becaise of any goodworks that we did, and nd because of any bad works that
we did, but only because of our inheritance & children of God. Romans 8:16,17 tell s us,

The Spirit itself beareth witnesswith our spirit, that we are the dildren of God:

And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirswith Christ; if so bethat we

suffer with him, that we may be also gorified together.

We ae diildren of God, throughthe new birth, not just because we were saved like Noah,

but because we receved Jesus Christ as LORD and are born again of the Spirit and the Word. Then,
being children of God, we ae heirs of God, andjoint-heirs with Christ. Joint-heirs, means, we ae
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heirs aong with Christ and all the other children of God who are in Christ. We ae nat more
important than they, and they are not more important then we ae. We ae joint-heirs with them, to
dothewill of Godthe Father here oneath. We have the power, and we have the aithority, it isgiven
us, not because we eaned it, not because we ae greder than any ather onthis eath, but because of
our inheritance

We inherited al that Jesus purchased for us. AsaKing, and God s representative, whil e Jesus
was here on eath; He paid the pricefor our salvation from the works of the devil . By His obedience,
He suff ered the shame, the bedings, and was crucified, (put to deah onthe aos9. By His gripes
we are heded. “It' s by inheritance He paid the pricefor us.” Our hedingis by inheritance, and so
isour salvationfrom sins. For by Hisblood onthe aoss He paid the pricefor us. He did thiswhile
Hewas 4ill dlive, inthisworld, asthe Son d Man. AsaMan, Jesus paid the pricefor our salvation,
our deliverance from sicknessand dsease, our deli verance from sin and the works of the devil .

What isyours* by inheritance” isrightfully yours, for it isyour inheritance anongthe saints,
“thasewhoarein Christ.” Now, it’supto you will youtake what isyours andlive unto God as ksus
did? Will youreceve your inheritance and go onand dothe works that Jesus did? Jesus sid to His
disciplesin John 1412, “Verily, verily, | say unto you, He that believeth on me, the wor ks that
| do shall hedo dso; and greater worksthan these shall he do; because | gounto my Father.”
Why did Jesus sy, “becaise | go urto my Father"? Becaisewhen fe et O orane, reiorus
His power, His possesdons, everything that was His was left for us, as heirs and joint-heirs with
Christ. We can dothe works that Jesus did, becaise we inherited all that was His when He went to
be with His Father (by way of deah).

He died, that we might inherit al that He had, “eternal life, power and authority as ons of
God hereoneath.” As onsof God, we can dowhatsoever God sayswe can da It'supto us, for it
only works throughfaith, not of ourselves but by grace Graceis given to us as ons of God by
inheritance

When youinherit something from someonewho ded, it isrightfully yours and you tavefull
rightsto useit. You have the same rights as Jsus had when He was here on eath. Therefore, by
inheritancereceave from God that which isyours, hedth, power and authority over all the works of
the devil .

Lean theseimportant fads of truth, and speek them out of your mouth, that it gets down into
your heat, for faith comes by heaing and heaing bythe Word of God:

I’ m the righteousnessof Godin Christ,

I’m anew creaurein Him,

I’'m a partaker of His divine nature,

On me Hewill not impute sin.

AsHeis, soam| in thisworld,

| am seaed with Him in heavenly places,

| have authority, power, and victory,
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Greder isHethat isin me, than he that isin the world,
| am born of the Spirit, washed in His blood,
Satan has no paowver over me.

For those who are nat born again of the Spirit and the Word, these do nd apply. Y ou must
be born again to claim the righteousnessof Jesus Christ as your own. Y ou must be born again to
inherit the promises and passessons of Jesus Christ.

So, what must we do to beacome born again? We must receve Jesus Christ as LORD and
Savior of our lives. When we recave Him into ou lives we becme born again. If you are nat
pasitive you are born again of the Spirit, you can be today. If youwill receve Jesus Christ as your
LORD and Savior, He will receve youinto everlasting life.

From you heat, pray aprayer likethis:

"LORD Jesus, | know that You aethe Son & God. | know that You ded onthe aossfor me.
| know that God raised You from the dead.

Jesus, forgive me of all my sins, wash me dean in Your blood that | may be the
righteousnessof God in You. Thark You, Jesus!

Jesus, | ask Youto comeinto my life? Live Your lifein me! Let Your will be dorein me! Let
the will of God ke dorein my life asit wasin Your life. | surrender my life to You, Jesus!

Youlead me by Your Sgrit and| will foll ow to the best of my ahility. | will li vefor You dl
the days of my life, as Youlead me by Your Sgrit.

| receve You naw, asmy LORD, and RAVIOR for all eternity.

Towak inthe authority and paver that isyoursasa dild of God, you reed the power of the
Holy Spirit that is yours throughthe baptism with the Holy Spirit. Jesus said to Hisdisciplesin Acts
1:5, “For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not
many dayshence” Thenin Acts 1:8, Jesus said, “ But ye shall recave power, after that the Holy
Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be withesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all
Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.”

Y outoo, can be baptized with the Holy Spirit, walk in powver and spe& in ather tongues as
the Spirit givesyou uterance

Say aprayer likethis, believingin you heat what God has promised youin His Word.

"Jesus, You said in Mark 16:17, that in Your name | can cast out deuls.

Sédan, inthe name of Jesus, | cast you ou of my mind. You haveno auhority over my mind.
My mindisclear of all demonic oppressonin Jesus name.

Father, according to Your Word in Luke 11:13, You promised me the Holy Sprit if | ask.
Father, | am now asking Youto gve methe Holy Sprit with the ewdence of speakingin tongtes.
| recavethe Holy Sgrit from You naw, in Jesus name."
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INHERITANCE
OR
COVENANT

What is a mvenant? A covenant is a dedaration signed and seded between two o more
parties, stating the condtions of the mvenant. Some mvenants are cdl ed “blood covenants.” That
means, they are seded with blood The purpose being, that it demands the deah of anyone who
would bre& the covenant. Leviticus 17:11 says, “For thelife of the flesh isin the blood: and |
have given it to you upon the altar to make an atonement for your souls: for it isthe blood that
maketh an atonement for the soul.”

Now, we have such a mvenant with the LORD through Abraham. The LORD made a
covenant between Himself and the seed of Abraham. Genesis 17:1,2,7 says,

And when Abram was ninety yearsold and nine, the LORD appeared to Abram, and
said unto him, I am the Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou perfed.

And | will make my covenant between me and theg and will multiply thee exceadingly.
And | will establish my covenant between me and theeand thy seed after theein their
generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto theg and to thy seal after
thee

Then in Galatians 3:16 it says, “ Now to Abraham and his ®ed were the promises made.
He saith not, And to sedals, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ.”
Therefore, the blood covenant between Abraham and the LORD was gedficdly for thosewho are
in Christ. Galatians 3:29 says, “And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's sal, and heirs
acoording to the promise.” If anyoreisin Christ, then they are heirs of the blood covenant made
with Abraham. Abraham died, and his position with the LORD is apart or our inheritance

Y et, the blood covenant is dightly different than heirs and joint-heirs with Christ. For the
blood covenant included the protedion d God uponall who are in covenant. The greaer power
(God), made covenant with the lesser power (Abraham and hs ®el). By a blood covenant, the
greder power sweas by an cath to make available dl His power to the lesser power, “if it isneed.”
Thereby, also the lesser power sweas by an cath to make avail able dl he has to the greaer power
“if it isneeded.”

Under our blood covenant, we can come baldly before the throne of grace ad make our
request known. Hebrews 4:16 says, “ L et ustherefore come boldly unto the throne of grace that
we may adbtain mercy, and find graceto help in time of need.” Being in covenant with God
throughJesus Christ, Jesus said in John 141314,

And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will 1 do, that the Father may be glorified

in the Son.
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If ye shall ask any thingin my name, | will doit.

Whodowe ak? Jesusistalking abou the Father, which wasin Him doing the works (John
14:19). So, under our blood covenant, we ask the Father in Jesus name! Now, covenant relationship
with the Father gives ustheright to ask the Father for help in time of need. Even children of God,
not yet matured urto “sons of God,” can operate in covenant relationship.

But, our inheritance, as“sons of God’ placesusin apaosition d “authority and paver” over
the devil. We donit have to pray to the Father in Jesus name. We dready have the power and
authority over the devil. It is ours by inheritance We can demand the defeded foe (the devil) to
release unto us al that isrightfully ours by inheritance

Jesus, asthe Son d God, becane Man. Asthe Son d Man He had authority over the devil
“by the anainting,” which He receved o the Father at the age of thirty. By “this same anointing”
which we recave with the baptism in the Holy Spirit, we have authority over al the works of the
devil. We can bind hs powers with the keys of heaven (Matt. 16:19), and the keys of hell and ceah
(Rev. 1:18), which Jesus took from the devil when He defeaed Him. Matthew 16:19 says, “ And |
will giveunto theethe keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth
shall bebound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall beloosed in heaven.”
In Luke 10:19, Jesus said, “Behold, | give unto you power to tread on serpents and scor pions,
and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you.”

By covenant we pray to the Father in Jesus name and He will answer our prayer. Yet, dl the
power that Jesus had here on eath, weinherit it as ons of God. By inheritance & ns of God we
can demand of Satan al that belongs to us and he must give it to us. It is rightfully ours by
inheritance. Satan must obey ou demands when we demand in faith, believing it is ours by
inheritance
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TRUTH
AND
RIGHTEOUSNESS

There ae dl kinds of truth reveded in the Scriptures. Y et, most important isto uncerstand
what Jesus sid to Thomasin John 146, He said, “| am theway, thetruth, and thelife: no man
cometh unto the Father, but by me.” Until we know Jesus, we will nat know that truth, for Heis
the Truth. Theworld dces nat know the Truth, and they canna until they recave the Truth into their
heats and become born again of the Holy Spirit and the Word of God.

| love what God hes dore that we might know the Truth. When Jesus was here in the flesh
asthe Son d Man, the world crucified Him, becaise they did na know the Truth. When Jesus dood
before Pilate in John 1837, it says, “ Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king then? Jesus
answered, Thou sayest that | am aking. Tothisend was | born, and for thiscause amel into
theworld, that | should bear witnessunto thetruth. Every onethat isof thetruth heareth my
voice” Jesuswas syingto Pilate andto youand| at the sametime, “1 cameinto theworld that the
world should know the Truth; | am the Truth, | came that you may know Me.” What it isredly
sayingin John 1837, isthat God would na trust such an important message of “what istruth?”
to anyore dse except “the Truth Himself.” God could have sent an angel to bare witnessto the
Truth, like He sent Gabriel to Zadharias and Mary (Luke 1:11, 26). God could have sent aprophet,
like Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, or any o the others. But God dd nad leave such an important message
in the hands of ancther, He sent “ the Truth Himself” to bare witnessof Himself.

The Words that Jesus poke ae Truth, for Heisthe Truth Himself, doing the spesking. When
we know the Truth, we will befree..In John 831,32, it says,

Then said Jesusto those Jews which believed on him, If ye mntinuein my word, then

are yemy disciplesinded;

And ye shall know thetruth, and the truth shall make you free.

Continuingin HisWord includes two things. Dally, reading, studying, and meditatingin His
Word inthe Bible. Seandy, it meansletting the Word of God come divein you daily life, for the
Word of Godis* aliveand paverful, andit will divide between the soul andspirit” (Heb. 4:12), that
youwill know that which isfrom God and that which isfrom man. By the Word of God abidingin
us, we will know the Truth, and the Truth will set usfree..

How does Truth and righteousnesswork together? Righteousnesscomes by the faith of Jesus
Christ (Rom. 3:22). Heis our righteousness(to them that beli eve the Truth). Therefore, the Word
of Godsaysin 1John 37, “Little dhildren, let no man decave you: hethat doeth righteousness
isrighteous, even as heisrighteous.” “T hose who live righteous are righteous, thase who ae
righteous, liverighteous...”
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First we must become born again of the Word and the Holy Spirit (1 Peter 1:23, John
3:3,5,6), then we can enter into the kingdam of God. Jesus said in John 33, “Verily, verily, | say
unto thee Except a man be born agan, he @annot seethe kingdom of God.” That means we
need to become born again “before” we can understand the kingdam of God. Then in John 35, Jesus
said, “ Verily, verily, | say unto thee Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he annot
enter into thekingdom of God.” Here Jesus said, the new birth must come “before” you can enter
into the kingdam of God. That would indicate that the new birth isnot all there isto enteringinto
the kingdam of God. There is more to it then just being ban again, there is an entering into the
kingdan of God “after the new birth.” Many do na understand this, because of the teadings of
men. But the truth of God will be known to those who continue in the Words of Jesus. His Words
aways agreewith the whole Bible, espeaally the New Testament.

His righteousnessis unto and uponall them that beli eve the Truth. The truth will make us
free.. Now look at the kingdam of God, what isit? Romans 14:17 says, “ For the kingdom of God
isnot meat and drink; but righteousness and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.” To enter in
andliveinthekingdan of GO wWe iy nave “HiSTgteousness” Our righteousnessis of no avail .
If we have His righteousness then we will li ve righteously, that is, in right standing with God
acordingto HisWord. By livingrighteoudy acaordingto HisWord, we will have peace Thispea®
isnot the peacethe world gves, but His peace Jesus sid in John 1427, “ Peacel leave with you,
my peace | give unto you: not as the world giveth, give | unto you. Let not your heart be
troubled, neither let it be afraid.” Thereisapeacethat comeswithin, nat like the world gves, but
a peacethat comes from God.

| dwaystell others, don't do anything uriessyou have peacen you spirit. For the peaceof
Godwithin you spirit isaguide & to what the Holy Spirit isdaingin you life. If your mind wants
to do orething and the Holy Spirit wants youto dosomething else, youwill nat have peacein you
spirit. If your mindtriesto lead youin awrong dredion, youwill not have peacen you spirit. If
thereis smething ahead of youthat could cause you a situation that is not goodfor you, you will
not have peacen you spirit. You do no always know what the futureis, but the Holy Spirit within
you daes. Let me give you an example:

Yeasago, | had puchased a beautiful used van. Everything was working geda. We loved
that van, for it had been ou desire for many yeasto have avan likeit. We only had this van for less
then ayea. Then ore time, my wife wanted to goabou 350 miles away to be & a cetain pjaceon
acertain day. Inthe natural, it wasfine. There was nothingwrongin the natural in gdangto be there
at that time. But the Holy Spirit knows what isin the future, and the things that Satan has planned
to destroy in ou lives.

For abou aweek, aimost constantly | did na have peacein my spirit abou going. Many
times| said to my wife, | don't think we shoud gg there’s smethingin me that makes me uneasy
abou going. Yet, my wife kept saying, “there’ s nathingwrongabou going, there’ s noreason why
we canna go.” Yet, inside of me, there was no peace hou going.
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Even onthelast day, before we left, | said, “1 dorit think we shoud ga” Yet, | gaveinto my
wife, and we went anyway. Almost all theway | was prayingin the Spirit. | just couldn’'t stop praying
in the Spirit. | didn't know why | couldn't stop, but something was kegiing me prayingin the Spirit.
| recdl, my wife sayingto me & onetime, “can’t youtalk to me?”| had to tell her “I have to keg
prayingin the Spirit, | just can’t stop naw to talk to you” After traveling abou 300 miles, we were
onastraight road with the quse control set at 55 miles per hou. Coming from the oppasite diredion
(toward us) was a pickup truck. When this truck gat abou 50 yards from usit started to come right
toward us, crossngthe center line, heading straight at us. | quickly, turned the steaingwhed toward
theright side of the road, to try and et out of hisway. When | got off the pavement on the gravel
the pickuptruck hit my left side, just enoughto push the badk of my van df the gravel toward adee
ditch alongtheroad. | knew at that time, if | tried to turn badk toward the road, the van would roll
over in the ditch. So, | turned the steeing whed to gointo the ditch, thinking, oncel was at the
battom of theditch | could turn again and come out of the ditch badk ontheroad. But, | didn't know,
there was afarmers driveway aaossthe ditch just at that point. The van hit the driveway head-on,
jumped into the ar andlanded onthe other side of the driveway. The badk wheds onthe driveway
and the front whedsin the ditch onthe other side.

My wifewasinjured, by her ssomad pushing up unér her rib-cage from the sudden jumping
of thevain ower the driveway. The van was dedared “a total |oss” and there we were, abou 50 miles
from where we were going, with nocar, and my wife injured.

Why did this happen? Why could it not have been prevented? Two things; firgt, it would na
have happened if | had listened to the withessin my spirit and nd gore & that time. It could have
been prevented if | would have obeyed the witnessin my spirit. The Holy Spirit knowswhat isin
the future, and Heisworking al thingstogether for our good if we love God and are cdled for His
purpose (Rom. 8:28). Yet, the Holy Spirit will not force aayoreto oley the witnessHe givesusin
our spirit. His part isto lead us, guide us, tead us, and comfort us. From there on, it’supto usto
obey Him, acardingto the Word of God and the witnessin ou spirit. The Word and the Spirit must
agree(1 John 58).

Seoondy, when we enter the kingdam (reign) of Godin our lives, we enter acordingto “His
righteousness” not our righteousness We can say, “there’ s nothing wrongwith dang what we want
to do,” but that isnat all thereisto the kingdam of God, “just believing that somethingisright or
wrongacaording to ou thoughs’ according to what we think. In Isaiah 558,9 we aetold;

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the

LORD.

For asthe heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways,

and my thoughtsthan your thoughts.

In Proverbs 14:12 and 1625it tellsus, “ Thereisaway which seemeth right unto aman,
but the end thereof are the ways of death.” Twicethis exad statement is written in the Proverbs.
In the days of the law of Mosesit was dated that in the mouth of two or threewitnesses athing shall
be establi shed Thisfirst becane establi shed as a part of the law of Mosesin Deuteronamy 17:6. Yet,
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Jesus, understanding the true meaning d the law made mention d thisin John8:17, makingit clea
that it does nat only apply to spedfic situations such asin Deuteronamy 17:6; but also to awitness
between Himself and His Father. Thisaonetellsus, “ we must havea witnessbetween ourselves and
the Holy Sprit within us;” otherwise we ae not beingled bythe Holy Spirit, but rather are walking
after the flesh (Rom. 8:5-8). If we walk after the flesh we ae walking contrary to the Holy Spirit.
Galatians 5:17 says, “For the flesh lusteth aganst the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh:
and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye annot do the things that ye would.”
Even if the thingwe want to doseans like there is nathingwrongwith it, we ae still walking after
thefleshif we do nd take heed to the leading d the Spirit within us. Romans 8:1 tellsus, “thereis
condemnation to those who walk after the flesh.”

We dorit know what the Holy Spirit had planned for us that day we left. There could have
been avery important matter He wanted us involved in somewhere dse that day. There may have
been apersonin desperate neal of someone to talk to them “by the leading d the Holy Spirit” that
day. The Holy Spirit needs a vessl He can use many times in the lives of others. If we put our
desires before His desires, our will before Hiswill, we ae walking after the flesh and na after the

Spirit.

Jesus set the example for those who will become sons of God in these last days. Jesus said,
“ of Himself, He can do nohing’ (John 530), “ He ame, nat to doHis own will , but the will of God
the Father” (John 638), “ He does nathing lest it is hown Him of His Father” (John 519), “ He
speaks only that which is given to Him of His Father” (John 838, 12:49).

It doesn’t make any differenceif what we think is ok or nat; it’s not what we think that
courts, it’swhat the Holy Spirit thinks that counts. If we go by ou thoughs and nd His thoughs
we ae walking after the flesh and nd after the Holy Spirit. Thisis contrary to thereign d Godin
our lives.

If we do nd have peacein ou inward being, there is smething wrong The Holy Spirit
knowswhat iswrong but we dori't necessarily know. It is not important if we know what the Holy
Spirit knows or not. What is important is that we be led by the Holy Spirit and nd by ou natural
minds. Our natural mindis a part of the flesh, to walk after the flesh is contrary to the will of God
for Christians. God daes not awaysreved everythingto us, andit isnot for usto know everything
the Holy Spirit knows. It isfor usto obey the Holy Spirit by the witnessin ou inward being, and nd
grieve the Holy Spirit by disobeying Him (Eph. 4:30). Obedienceto the Holy Spirit from within us
is much more important than knonving why He isleading ws or guiding wsin adiredion dfferent
than our thoughts. (For more information onthe subjed of the leading d the Holy Spirit, order the
book*“This New Life” by Merle E. Koepke).

It'stheleading d the Holy Spirit, Whoisworkingin usto will andto doHisgood peasure
that isimportant. Phili ppians 2:13 says, “ For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to
do of hisgoad pleasure.” What was His good peasure concerning that trip with the van? We don't
know if there was something else the Holy Spirit would have had us do that day or not. But we do
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know, it was nat Hisgood peasure that we disobey Hisleading and let the devil destroy ou van and
causeinjury to my wife, that she had to goto a hospital.

Godisfor us, not against us (Rom. 8:30). The Holy Spirit did His part by warning me for
almost aweek in advance, yet | did na take the warning bythe unrest in my spirit. If thereis not
peacen ou spirit we shoud na dothat which we intended to da Never do anything withou pea@
inyour spirit. The Holy Spirit is cdled the Comforter, whowill giveyou peacen your spirit (John
14:26,27).

The peacewill come becaise of the righteousnesswe receve by believing on ou LORD
Jesus Christ, and the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives. By it, we have righteousness peace ad
joy. Where does the joy come from? It comes when you knav the Holy Spirit isworking in your life.
Y ou know you are doingwhat the LORD had panned for youto da The joy comes becaise Hiswil |
isbeing dore. It' snot our will Heisinterested in, it’s Hiswill , which isthe will of God the Father.

Jesus said in John 530, “I can of mine own self do nothing: as | hear, | judge: and my
judgment isjust; because | seek not mine own will, but thewill of the Father which hath sent
me.” Thejoy comes when we ae not doing ou will but Hiswill . When we enter the kingdam of
God, wewill enter by Hisrighteousness flowingin the peacethat He gives us, and we will havejoy
doing Hiswill and nd our will .

It isthe Truth, acarding to the Word of God, that will set usfreeof anything that is not of
God. When we wak in Truth, we will experiencethereign d Godin ou lives. Every day, we shoud
have peace adjoy in the Holy Spirit, for this “righteousness peace adjoy isin the Holy Spirit.”
Withou the leading, guiding, teading, and comforting d the Holy Spirit, we will not have peace
andjoy.

Jesus, Whoisthe Word o God, will set usfree Aswe ontinuein HisWord, we will know
the Truth and the Truth will set usfree..
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OUR
HIGH PRIEST

In Hebrews 6:20, it says “Jesus, made an high priest for ever after the order of
Melchisedec” Why was Frsus made ahigh priest after the order of Melchisedec? Who was
Melchisedec?Hebrew 7:1 tellsus, “ For thisMelchisedeg king of Salem, priest of the most high
God, who met Abraham returning from the slaughter of the kings, and blessed him.”
Melchisedecwas the king d Salem, he was also a priest of the most high God (Which is God the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit).

Here we need wisdom. For Melchisedecwas the king d Salem. If welook badk at Genesis
14, we will seethat there were anumber of kings over anumber of cities. For instance, there was
“Amraphe king o Shinar, Arioch king o Ellasar, Chedorlaomer king of Elam, and Tidal king
of nations.” These four kings made war with “Bera king of Sodom, and with Birsha king of
Gomorr ah, Shinab king o Admah, and Shemeber king o Zeboiim, and theking o Bela, which
isZoar.” Thereby, Melchisedecwas also aking over what is cdled Salem. Which most likely isa
city, commonly accepted aswhat was cdl ed Jerusalem later (Psa. 76:1,2). Many d the kings of cities
and surroundng areawere dso the priests of that areg that is, if they were the dhief spiritual leader
of the aty. This sansto bethe cae with Melchisedec Hewasliterally the king and priest of Sdlem
at the time when the wars broke out between the kings of these other citi es, which included Sodam
and Gomorrah, where Lot dwelt.

Hebrews 7:2 says, “To whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of all; first being by
interpretation King of righteousness and after that also King of Salem, whTen 1o, Ring o
Poce, Noncs it says “first being byinterpretation.” The meaning d names many timesidentified
theresult of their future. For instance, the name “Abraham” means “father of amultitude.” That was
not Abraham’s name in the beginning, his name was Abram, meaning “high father.” The LORD
changed Abram’s name to Abraham because of his obedience to the LORD. Anacther name that
identifies the future is the name “Joshua” which means, “Jehovah is his help, or Jehovah the
Saviour.” Thisaso was nat Joshua s name in the beginning. His name was “Osheg” he was the son
of “Nun, of the tribe of Ephraim.” Osheg means “help.” His name was changed from “help,” to
“Jehovah is his help, or Jehovah the Saviour.” Thisisthe same name given to Jesus by God, astold
to Mary and Joseph (Luke 1:31, Matt. 1:21). Now the name “Melchisedec” means “king o
righteousness” therefore Hebrews 7:2 starts off saying, “to whom... ” To whom means “to
Melchisedec Abraham gave atenth...” Names are very important, for when their meaning is
understood, they tell the future (or prophecy of future events). Therefore, names must be interpreted
asto their meaning before full revelation can come forth.

That means, when in saysin Hebrew 7:2, “first being by interpretation,” that whichis sid
isnot what it means, but it must be interpreted to be understood Take for instance, when a person
spedsintongues, it canna be spiritualy understoodunlessit isinterpreted. Therefore, M e chisedec
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was king d Salem, and he was a priest of God; but in the spiritual interpretation & Melchisedec,
heisa “forerunrer” of Jesus. He isthe one who came before Jesus as one to prepare the way for the
future coming d Jesus. Like Johnthe Baptist was also a forerunrer of Jesus, one who came to
prepare the way for the coming d Jesus.

Now, everything spoken abou Melchisedecfollowing Hebrews 7:1 is an interpretation o
Jesus, nat the literal Melchisedeg king d Salem who met Abraham. Melchisedechad parents, he
was aking, and he was a priest unto God. The interpretation, using Melchisedecas the forerunrer,
starts with “King d righteousness” Jesusis our King d righteousness not Melchisedec King o
Salemisinterpreted “King d peace’ Theword Salem in the Hebrew means “peace’ Melchisedec
was king d Salem (peace, by interpretation. “Jesus is our King d peace’ Hebrews 7:3 gces on
with the interpretation, saying, “ Without father, without mother, without descent, having neither
beginning of days, nor end of life; but made like unto the Son of God; abideth a priest
continually.” Jesus, before He cane into this world, was withou an eathly father, withou an
eathly mother, withou any eathly descent, neither having any beginning d days or end o life.
Jesus was made in the likenessof man, yet He was the Son d God, and abides before God as our
High Priest forever. Jesus priesthoodcontinuesforever, seen that He still lives, andwill li ve forever.
When a priest took dficehe becane priest aslongas helived. Aaronwas High Priest until he died.
Even thoughJesus died onthe aoss He dso rose again onthethird day, and He still li vesforever.
Therefore, His priesthoodcontinues forever.

Throughthe interpretation d Hebrews 7:1,2, using Melchisedec & the forerunrer of Jesus,
we seeJesus as High Priest forever before God on kehalf of al of God s children.

What isthe purpose of apriest? His purpose is to make saaifices for the sins of the people,
that they would be acceted by Godthe Father. Aaronwas the high piest at the time of Mosesin the
wilderness Aaron's duty was to make saaificefor the sins of the diildren of Israd. When Aaron,
andthe other priest” made saaificefor the sins of the people, their fell owship with God was restored.
Their sinswere overed bythe blood d the saaifice and God dd na look upontheir sins, instead
Helooked at the blood d the saaifice Thiswasatype axd shadow of the blood d Jesus, which was
to come.

Today, we have the blood d Jesus, which was shed orce “for al eternity,” an everlasting
bloodto take avay the sins of the world (1 John 22). Now that the true High Priest has come, and
shed His bloodfor an everlasting covenant with God the Father, we have aHigh Priest after the
interpretation d Melchisedeg king d Righteousness

Using the type and shadow of things to come, what happened when Aaron and the other
priest made @onement for the sins of the people?The word atonement comes from a Hebrew root
word “kaphar,” meaning, “to cover; figuratively, to expiate or condore, to placae or cancd.” To
make an atonement means, “to cleanse, disannd, forgive, be merciful, paafy, pardon, purge avay,
put off, make reconcili ation.” When the priest made aonement for the people their sins were no
longer looked upon byGod, even thoughthey were only covered bythe blood d the saaifices.
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In 1John 21,2, it says,

My little children, thesethingswritel unto yau, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we
have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous:

And heisthe propitiation for our sins: and not for oursonly, but also for the sinsof the
whole world.

Today, Jesusis our advocae, the One who stands before God the Father on ou behalf. He
isthe propitiation for our sins. The word “propitiation” and the word “atonement” mean the same.
Hisbloodcleansesusfrom al sin, nat just covers us but cleanses us. Becaise His bloodis eternal,
it cleanses us daily, not only the sins of our past before we were born again, but even the sinswe
commit after we ae born again. That isexplained in 1 John 17-10, saying,

But if wewalk in thelight, as heisin thelight, we have fellowship one with another,

and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth usfrom all sin.

If we say that we have no sin, we decave our selves, and thetruth isnot in us.

If we oonfessour sins, heis faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us

from all unrighteousness

If we say that we have not sinned, we make him aliar, and hisword isnot in us.

Why is Esus aHigh Priest after the order of Melchisedec?By interpretation, Heis aPriest
forever, by His saaifice and His blood we have forgiveness of sins past, present, and future.
Therefore, in Hebrews 8:6-12, it says,

(6) But now hath he obtained a more excdlent ministry, by how much also heisthe

mediator of a better covenant, which was established upon better promises.

(7) For if that first covenant had been faultless then should no place have been sought

for the second.

(8) For finding fault with them, he saith, Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, when

| will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah:

(9) Not acoording to the mvenant that | made with their fathersin the day when | took

them by the hand to lead them out of theland of Egypt; because they continued not in

my covenant, and | regarded them not, saith the Lord.

(10) For thisisthe cvenant that | will make with the house of Israel after those days,

saith theLord; | will put my lawsinto their mind, and writethem in their hearts. and

| will betothem a God, and they shall beto me a people:

(11 And they shall not teach every man his neighbour, and every man his brother,

saying, Know the Lord: for all shall know me, from the least to the greatest.

(22) For 1 will be merciful to their unrighteousness and their sinsand their iniquities

will I remember no more.

Noticethat “their sinsand their iniquitieswill | remember no more.” Y et, this foll ows
that which is gated in the verses before this. What comes before this last statement in verse 12?
Verse 10, tellsus, “ Hewill put Hislawsin ou minds, andwrite themin ou hearts.” Notice He
didn't say we had to dothis, He said He was goingto doit. What does that mean to us? That means
that religion, or religious people who think they can doit will fail. Thase who think they can make
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“themselves righteous’ will fall. Their righteousnessis as filthy rags, it is of no value to God. It
means that those who, of their ability try to live their lives acording to the law, or the letter of the
law will fail. For whatsoever isof Godis not of man, and whatsoever is of man isnat of God.

If the LORD doesnat put Hislawsin ou minds and write them in ou heats, it will only be
religion, man’sway of perfeding hmself. It will be man’s righteousness naot the righteousnessof
Godin Christ Jesus. By the law, no ore muld bejustified, it was only a schodmaster, to bring us
to Christ (Acts 13:38,39, Gal. 3:24).

The last part of verse 10, explains how the LORD was goingto pu Hislawsin ou minds
andwritethem in ou heats, it says, “I will beto them a God, and they shall beto me a people.”
How can the LORD be aGod urto us, and we be apeople unto Him? First, we must understand what
it meansto be aGod urto someone. Theword “God’ in the Greek is“theos,” meaning, “a deity; the
supreme Divinity.” The word “deity, or divinity” means “one of supreme supernatural powers’

If the LORD isto be aGod urto us, it must be “by His supreme supernatural powers.”
Therefore, it is nat by ou power, not by ou might, but by His Spirit (Zed. 4.6). How can the
LORD, by His supreme supernatural powers put Hislawsin ou minds? First, it all beginswith ou
recaving Jesus Christ as LORD, nat just as Savior. When we make Jesus LORD in ou lives, we
give Him the authority to change our thinking, our thoughs, our ways by His supernatural power.

Let'stake alook at thisfirst. Asan example, in my life; when | asked the LORD to come into
my life and take over for me, for | coud na continueto live a | wasliving (I becane born again of
the Spirit andthe Word). A true experienceof the new birth shoud produce some type of changein
apersonslife. For instance, if youtake avay a stony heat of man and gve him anew heat of flesh
(Ezek. 36:26), and take the old spirit of man ou of aman and pu a new spirit within hm (Ezek.
36:26, 2 Cor. 5:17), there shoud be a dange in that person.

Ancther example; if youwere to take abattle of dirty water, empty out the water and fill it
with pure dean water, that bottle shoud show some sort of change, espedally if anythingthat isin
the battle istaken out. Out of that bottle shoud come pure dean water, not old dirty water. Why is
it? Because what isin the bottle is what shoud come out of the battle.

When | receved Jesus as LORD, my thinking changed drasticdly. Before | wasborn again
| was trying to make enoughmoney to buyat least three gartment houses, and have them paid for
by the time | wasfifty-five yeasold. Then | though I could retire andlive off the income of those
apartment houses. At the age of forty-five, when | recaved Jesus as LORD (was born again), |
arealy owned two dugexes. | had at one time owned threg but | had to sell oneto pay bill s. Things
were arealy gang the wrong dredionasfar as| could see My plans were failing, and | needed
someone to help me, for | could na dowhat | wanted to do d my own ability. Other things were
gaingwrongin my life and | was unable to change them. That iswhy | cdled uponJesus to take over
my life, and be the LORD of my life. That night, the night | was born again, | prayed to the LORD
amost al night, crying ou to Him, LORD, | can't go onlikethis, | need Y outo take over my life,
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andbemy LORD. Youtake over for me, and | will li vefor You. | prayed like that over and ower that
night.

The next day, | naticed there was a change in my thinking. | could na kegp my mind an
making money to buy howes. All | could think o was, Jesus, | love You, | want to study Y our Word.
Every chancel gat, | wasrealingthe Bible. | could na concentrate uponmaking money, al | coud
think abou was “readingthe Bible.” | would take my Bible to work andread for hous, before | was
ableto forcemyself to get to work. (I owned my own businessat the time, therefore | did na have
anyoreto tell mel couldn't read my Bible when | was suppased to be working).

Usually, | read my Bible urtil noon then after lunch | would get to work. | tried many times
to concentrate on working to ear'n money to buymore property, but | could na kegp my mind an
those things. All | wanted to dowas read my Bible, andtalk to people éou Jesus.

Now, | was areligious personfor most of my life. | started reading my Bible religiously at
about the age of sixteen. | met with pastors of my denomination qute frequently from the age of
eighteen until forty-five. | was a Sunday Schod teader, a wurcil member, etc. from the aye of
eighteen urtil abou the age of forty-two. At the aye of forty-two things began to get so bad in my
self-righteous life that | changed churches and dd na join the dhurch courcil. Within threeyeasi|
had already sold ore house, and was going badkwards in everything (so it seemed). That’swhen |
cdled uponthe LORD to take over my life.

Now, that | asked the LORD to take over my life, there was such a dhange in my thinking |
could not understand myself. Why couldn't | think the way | use to think? Why couldn’t | continue
to dowhat | wanted to doall those yeas? It took sometime for me to find ou what happened to me
the night | prayed for the LORD to take over my life. Then | understoodthat, when a personisborn
again they become anew creaurein Christ, the old oreis passeed away andanew oneisputinit’s
place(2 Cor. 5:17) Then | began to redizethat my thinking would naturally change dso.

Many Christians have had simil ar experiences. Not always naticingthe dhange the very next
day, but they do ndice a @iange in their thinking. One person told me over and ower again duing
abou a six month period, “the LORD ischangingmy life, | dort dothethings| useto dg | don't
have any desire to dothem.” One time he said to me, “I use to drink bee and alcohd, but now |
dorit even like the taste of it.” Anather time he said to me, “one day, an dd friend d mine asked me
for a dgarette, | gave him a dgarette, and then | said to him, here, take the whde pad” then he said,
“l said, Jesus, | don't want to smoke aty more.” He said, from that day on ke never even had adesire
to smoke dgarettes any more. Later on, he said to me, “Merle, | don't understand it, | listen to
castte tapes of the Bible and pray in the Spirit in the morning and tear's come to my eyes. I’ m an
old man, | never cry.”

When the LORD puts Hislawsin ou minds our thinking changes. Our thoughis beginto line

up with Histhoughts, our ways begin to become Hisways. If we tried to doit of ourselves, it would
not last, but if the LORD makes the dhanges, they last.
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It'sthe desire to study His Word and pray that causes the dhangesin ou thinking. He puts
thedesirein ou heatsandin ou minds. Asweyield to Hislealing byHis Spirit, changes take place
in our lives, and He becomes our God and we bemme His people. He beawmes the supreme
supernatural authority in ou lives. It snot by ou power, and nd by ou might, but by His Spirit that
these dhangestake placein ou heatsandin our minds.

Now the spirits of this world are still around still trying to bring us badk under the law,
whereby they can get usto live by ou righteousness nat Hisrighteousness Therefore, we need the
help o the Holy Spirit to tead us from the Word of God, the truths contained therein. We need to
understand Jesus as our High Priest. We must live by His righteousness not our righteousness

Y et, most important of al i sthat we understand the Holy Spirit, for Heis our Helper, Guide,
Comforter, and Teader, sent by Jesus and the Father for us here on eath. He is the anainting that
we receve when we ae baptized with the Holy Spirit with the evidence of spe&ingin tongues. We
need to get to know the Holy Spirit so well, that we do nd follow any ather spirits, or people who
follow other spirits.

The ways of the Holy Spirit are nat the ways of man. They aretotally diff erent from the ways
of man. The ways of the Holy Spirit are hearenly minded, nat eathly minded. The ways of the Holy
Spirit are supernatural, not natural li ke the ways of the world. The Holy Spirit does not put money
before the Word of God. He does nat operate by money, He operates by His supernatural power.
Money isused, just like foodis used for our bodes. But it’s not the money that the Holy Spirit is
interested in, its the power of God. It’snat the foodthat the Holy Spirit isinterested in its the power
of God. The Holy Spirit’smain interest isin the manifestation d the power of God ac®rdingto the
Word of God. He never operates outside of the Word of God.

What abou sinin ou lives, what dowe do abou it? Sin must be overcome, but if wetry to
doit by ourselves withou the help of the Holy Spirit it will not last. Whatsoever we do o our ability
isonly temporal. It'slike aspring, you can stretch it into the position youwant it. But, if you ever
let go, it will go adk to where it was originaly. The dhange must take placewithin us by the power
of the Holy Spirit helping us overcome sin.

Romans 8:13 says“ For if yelive after theflesh, ye shall die: but if yethrough the Spirit
do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live.” The deeds of the flesh, which 15 g T e oo
must be mortified; that is, put to deah “throughthe Spirit.” The Holy Spirit must help us overcome
sin in the flesh. In Hebrew 4:6,8 it tells us, “For it is imposgble for those who were once
enlightened,..If they shall fall away, to renew them agan unto repentance..” What does that
mean? The Holy Spirit isthe One who will reprove the world because of sin (John 168). What does
it mean bythe world? All wholive acordingto theworld’s g/stem, that is, from their natural mind
of the flesh. The Holy Spirit is*“the Spirit of repentance” Unlessthe Holy Spirit leads ssmeone to
repent, they cannd repent. Repent, means “change.” Withou the Holy Spirit aperson canna change.
Withou the Holy Spirit no ore can come to Jesus, or to God. Jesus sid, “No man can cometo me,
except the Father which hath sent medraw him: and | will raise him up at thelast day” (John
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6:44). How does the Father draw a person? By the Holy Spirit! If the Holy Spirit isnot workingin
apersors life, whatsoever they dowill nat be of any avail. It isworthlessas far as Godis concerned.
Godis nat interested in what we do d our own ability, He isinterested in what He can do byHis
Holy Spirit working throughHis Word. Repentance can orly come by man cooperating with the
Holy Spirit acwordingto the Word of God.

We must mortify the deeds of the flesh, whichis, “sinin theflesh” (Rom. 7:23). But, it must
be dore throughthe Holy Spirit, by Him workingin us from within ou inward being. We ae anew
creaor in Christ, if we ae born of the Spirit and the Word. But, we still have sin in the flesh, and
it must be overcome by the Holy Spirit working with us, not by ou ability aone. Religion and
religious adswill not overcome sinin the flesh. Jesus aready overcome sin in the flesh for us, now
we must believe the Word of God concerningwhat Jesus did onthe aossfor us. Then, throughthe
Spirit, we overcome the devil, the author of sin bythe Word of God workingin us.

Withou the Word we caana overcome sin in the flesh. Withou the Holy Spirit we caana
overcome sin in the flesh. But, with the Word and the Holy Spirit we can pu to deah sinin the flesh.
Thanks be to Jesus who owercame sin for us. Romans 8:2-4 says,

For thelaw of the Spirit of lifein Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin

and death.

For what thelaw could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his

own Son in the likenessof sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh:

That the righteousnessof thelaw might be fulfill ed in us, who walk not after the flesh,

but after the Spirit.

Therefore, if we walk after the Spirit we will have peace adlife. But if we walk after the

flesh, andtry to overcome sinin the flesh ousalves, it will nat work. Life and peace ome by awork
of the Holy Spirit in ou lives. We must lean how the Holy Spirit worksin ou lives.
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