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BORN OF THE SPIRIT

In John 36, Jesus sid, “ That which isborn of theflesh isflesh; and that which isborn
of the Spirit is Pirit.” Christians need to uncerstand what this means. Many Christians are still
being destroyed for alad of knowledge. They still li veliketheworld lives, na knowing what Jesus
was talking abou when He said, “that which isborn of the Spirit is irit.”

In John 35, Jesus said, “Verily, verily, | say unto theg Except a man be born of water
and of the Spirit, he @nnot enter into the kingdom of God.” There ae two subjeds in this
statement, (1) “born of water and the Spirit.” (2) “ entering into the kingdam of God.”

When Jesus said “born of water,” He wastalking about being born of the flesh. Therefore,
an angel canna enter into the kingdom of God, they are not born of the flesh. Even though angels
can appea in human form, with abody of flesh and bores, they are nat “born o the flesh.” Satan
canna enter the kingdom of God, for heisnat “born of theflesh.” To enter the kingdom of Godwe
must be born dof the flesh first, then be* born agan” of the Spirit. Noticein John 35, Jesusdid na
say “born AGAIN of water.” We must be born orceof the water (the flesh) then we must be born
AGAIN of the Spirit. Y et, ou first birth must be born of theflesh, and ou seaond brth must be born
of the Spirit. Therefore, Jesus sid, “Marvel not that | said unto thee Ye must be born agan”
(John3:7). Thisis al necessary for usto enter into the kingdom of God. Withou first being born
of theflesh, we caxna become born again of the Spirit. Withou being “born agan” of the Spirit,
we caaind enter into the kingdom of God.

When we ae born o the flesh, we become human beings, with abody of flesh and bores.
We are“a living soul” inaphysicd body of flesh and bores. We dso have aspirit given to us by
God,whereby God can communicate with us. Job 328 says, “ But thereisaspirit in man: and the
inspiration of the Almighty giveth them understanding.” The natural man, ban o theflesh, is
not aspirit, but thereis“a spirit in man.” When the LORD God creaded man, he becane aliving
soul (Gen. 27). In 1 Corinthians 15:45-47 it says,

And soit iswritten, Thefirst man Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam was

made a quickening spirit.

Howbeit that wasnot first which is giritual, but that which isnatural; and afterward

that which is giritual.

Thefirst man isof the erth, earthy: the second man isthe Lord from heaven.

By thiswe can see “ Adam was not spiritual.” When we were born of the flesh, we were natural,
“not spiritual.”

Why did Jesus sy, “Marvel notthat | said untothee Yemust beborn agan” (John 37)?
Because, to enter into the kingdom of Godwe must “b ecme spiritual.” In 1 Corinthians 15:50, the
apostle Paul wrote, “Now this | say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit thekingdom
of God; neither doth corr uption inherit incorr uption.” Therefore, urlesswe ae born again of
the Spirit, we canna enter the Kingdom of God.

If we want to mature in the LORD and livein thislife the way God has planned for us, we
canna believe the teadings of men that do nd agreewith the Word of God, such aswhat it saysin
Genesis 2:7 and 1Corinthians 15:45-47. God s Word is Truth and it stands forever.

Asanatural human being, we ae aliving soul andwe have aspirit “within us.” It’slike a
battle of water. The water in the bottleisnot the battle, andthe battleis not the water. In Zedhariah



12:1it tellsus the LORD “formed the spirit within man.” If the spirit of man isin him, then he
isnat the spirit. Natural man isaliving soul, with abody and a spirit within him.

It isimportant to uncerstand what it saysin Proverbs 20:27. It says, “ The spirit of man is
the andle of the LORD, searching dl the inward parts of the belly.” God uses our spirit to
communicae with us. Godworksfrom our spirit, na our flesh. The flesh is one thing and the spirit
isanacther thing. They aretwo dfferent parts of the natural man.

Thaose of this world who are not born again are still in the flesh. They are still i n the first
Adam. They are not spiritual. They have aspirit within them, bu they are not spiritual.

“Christians,” who are “born again” are spiritual. In the spirit, we ae “one Spirit with the
LORD” (1 Cor. 6:17). Our lifeis hid with Christ in God (Col. 3:3). In 2 Corinthians 5:17, it says,
“Therefore if any man bein Christ, heisanew creature: old thingsare passd away; behold,
all thingsare becomenew.” We ae anew creaurein Christ. Wewerein theflesh, bu now, being
born again of the Spirit, “ Yeare not in theflesh, but in the Spirit, if sobethat the Spirit of God
dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, heisnone of his’ (Rom. 8.9).

Christians need to uncerstand “whothey arein Christ,” otherwise they will still be defeaed
in thislife by alad of knowledge. In Christ, Godis our Father. God the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit al dwell in ou spirit. We ae God scredion, creded in Christ Jesusfor all eternity. We
arenolongerin Adam, bu we aein Christ. In 1Corinthians 15:22it says, “ For asin Adam all die,
even soin Christ shall all bemadealive.” We have dernal life, in Christ Jesus (John 524). This
eterna lifeis onelife with the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. It isthe very life of God living
in us. The Apastle Paul wrote, “1 am crucified with Christ: neverthelessl live; yet not I, but
Christ liveth in me: and the life which | now livein theflesh I live by the faith of the Son of
God, who loved me, and gave himself for me” (Gal. 2:.20). Thelifewelivein the Spirit isnot our
life, it is Christ’slifeliving in us. It isnot by our power, bu by His Spirit that we live.

Once we ae born again o the Spirit, we ae no longer in the flesh, bu in the Spirit.
Therefore, we ae new creauresin Christ. We ae spiritual, just as Christ is iritual. Y et, we must
understand “spiritual things are spiritually discerned” (1 Cor. 2213,14.

To understand spiritual things, we need the help o the Holy Spirit, to give us iritual
discernment, to discern those things that pertain to ou position in Christ, and haw to live in the
spirit. Aswe lean, we must make changes in the way we live.

Romans 122 says, “be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the
renewing of your mind, that yemay provewhat isthat goad, and acceptable, and perfed, will
of God.” Aslong asChristianscontinueto be conformed to thisworld, they will be defeaed intheir
spiritual lives, therefore, we must be transformed by the Word of God and the Spirit of Godto live
as Godwants usto live.

Romans 8:14 says, “ For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of
God.” There ae many Children of Godinthisworld. They areborn again of the Spirit. They arein
Christ. But, they arestill children and nd sonsof God.Romans8:19says, “ theear nest expedation
of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God.” The world, and even the
credures of theworld are still waiti ng for the manifestation d the sons of God. The sonsof Godare
those who are led by the Spirit of God.

The children of God, are still under tutors or teaders, urtil they mature in the things of the
Spirit. Galatians 4:1,2 says,



Now | say, That the heir, aslong as he is a child, differeth nothing from a servant,

though hebelord of all;

But isunder tutors and governor s until the time appointed of the father.

Oncewe ae born again o the Spirit, we ae diildren of God. But, urtil we lean to be led by the
Spirit, we will not become sons of God. Aslong aswe ae conformed to thisworld, wewill only be
children of God, und tutors, leaning the ways of the Spirit.

Let’'s, grow upin Christ. Let’s beacome mature in the things of the Spirit that we can beled
by the Spirit and nd by themind o theflesh. We must understand, the Holy Spirit only leads by the
Word of God, nd by spiritual experiences. There ae many spiritsin thisworld, bu only one Holy
Spirit. The Holy Spirit never goes outside of the Word of God. The Holy Spirit never goes contrary
totheWord of God. TheWord of Godaways comesfirst, then the Holy Spirit movesand manifests
acwrding to the Word of God.



UNDERSTANDING
THE SPIRITUAL MAN

In the New Testament there ae two lives mentioned. There is the natura life, barn of the
flesh, cdled “psuche” in the Greek. Then there is the spiritual life, barn of the Spirit, cdled “Zoe”
in the Greek.

It is unfortunate that most Christians only read their English versions of the Bible. In the
English versions, the word “life” is used the same & if there was only “onelife.” Thisisnot true,
and Christians sroud know the diff erencebetween thetwo lives (spirit li fe and soul li fe) mentioned
in the Bible. Sometimes the Greek word “psuche” is translated “life,” other timesiit is trandated
“soul.” These two mean the same thing, by this many Christians are not understanding what the
Word of Godistryingtotell us. They think they aretwo dfferent things. Y et, that isnot alwaystrue.
“Psuche” is Ul life, thelife of the flesh. Many do nd understand, that when the word “ psuche” is
tranglated life, it is gedking of the living soul of man.

Besides that, the Greek word “zoe” is also trandated “life.” “ Zoe” is irit life. Withou
knowing the difference between “psuche and zoe,” when the word life is used in the English
tranglations, many Christiansdo nd know what the Word of Godistrying to tell them. Thisladk of
knowledge caises many Christians to get the wrong ideaof what the Word of God is teading.

If we aeto study theWord of God, it isimportant to know what it is saying, and many times
the English translations do nd give us the corred information. Therefore, it isimportant to use a
goodinterlinea Bibleto know whenitis gedingof “soul lifeor spirit life,” “ natural li feor spiritual
life.”

To mature in the LORD, we must understand “ spirit life (zoe).” Thereis abig dfference
between spirit life and retural life. In John 1010,11,Jesus sid,

| am comethat they might havelife(zoe), and that they might haveit more abundantly.

| am the goad shepherd: the goad shepherd giveth hislife (psuche) for the shee.
John10:10tell sus, Jesus came that we might have “spirit life,” the very life of God within us. John
10:11 tell s us, Jesus died in the flesh “psuche” (soul life) to make it possble for usto have “spirit
life.” In 1 Peter 3:18 it says, Jesus was “ put to death in theflesh.” Jesusdidn't die spiritually, as
some teadr. He gave his“soul life,” Hislife of theflesh, for us.

The name “Jesus’ pertainsto His humanity “psuche” (soul life). Thename “Christ” pertains
to His Deity, “zoe” (spirit life). Because that Jesus defeaed the devil in His ul life, “God also
hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name.” (Phil. 2.9-11).
Jesus, as a Man, through deah of the “psuche” defeded the devil for us. As Christ, He gives us
“gpiritual life” (zoe), in Him; that is “in Christ.” When the Bible talks about Jesus as “the Son o
God, itis ge&ing of WhoHewasbefore He caneinto thisworld, ban of Mary, andWhoHedtill
isin His Deity.

Being born again o the Spirit, we have “spirit life.” Have you ever naticed in the Bible, it
hardly ever talksabou Christiansbeingin Jesus? Only onceintheKing JamesVersion, deesit refer
to beingin Jesus. That isin 1 Thesslonians 4:4 where it says, “For if we believethat Jesusdied
and roseagain, even so them also which sleg in Jesuswill God bringwith him.” A number of
times it refersto being in Jesus Christ, this sgnifying that Jesus “as a man in the flesh” defeaed
Satan for us, andis now reigning in the Spirit as Christ.
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Most of the time the Bible talks abou Christians being “in Christ,” or in “His Son” Why?
In Jesus was “psuche,” soul life. In Christ is“zoe,” spirit life. Jesus had bah, “psuche” and*zoe.”
In Christ, we have “zoe” and are “One Spirit with the LORD” (1 Cor. 6:17). As Christians, still
having abody of flesh and bores, we have both “psuche” and “zoe.”

Now look at 2 Corinthians 5:17, which says, “ Therefore if any man bein Christ, heisa
new creature: old thingsare passed away; behold, al thingsare becomenew.” Thereasonmost
Christians canna understand this verse is because they try to understand it in their natural mind.
Spiritual things are not naturally understood, bu rather spiritualy discerned (1 Cor. 2:14). Godis
always NOW, and many times His Word is ge&ing acording to eternal time, na eathly time.
Therefore, we could say thisverseispartly literal and partly prophetic. That is, NOW we have anew
spirit, and kefore God is through with us, this corruptible will have put on incorruption, and this
mortal will haveput onimmortality, andwewill beTOTALLY changed into theimage of Jesus Christ.
Thisisall explained in 1 Corinthians 15:44-57.

Aswe study 1 Corinthians 15:44-57 we will naticesome very important things. Already in
1 Corinthians 15:35it says, “ But someman will say,How are thedead raised up? and with what
body do they come?” So to answer that question verses 44 through 57 explain:

(1) In verse44it tellsus, “ It is own anatural body; it israised a spiritual body. There

isanatural body, and thereis a spiritual body.” Christians have two bodes, a natura

body of flesh and bores and a spiritual body, which isin Christ.

(2) In verse45it says, “And soit iswritten, Thefirst man Adam wasmadealiving soul;

thelast Adam was madea quickening spirit.” We caneinto thisworld ban of theflesh,

aliving soul, in Adam. But, then came Jesus, who was iritual, giving us iritua lifein

Christ.

(3) In verse 461t tellsus, “Howbeit that was not first which is iritual, but that which

isnatural; and afterward that which is giritual.” Adam wasnot spiritual, but Jesuswas

spiritual.

(4) In verse 47 it explains“ Thefirst man is of the erth, earthy: the second man isthe

Lord from heaven.” In ou life dso, we ae first eathly, then we become heavenly, “in

Christ” Jesus.

(5) In verse 48it goesonto explain, “ Asisthe arthy, such are they alsothat are earthy:

and asistheheavenly, such are they also that are heavenly.” People ae ather eathly or

they are heavenly, depending uponwhether they are “in Adam” or “in Christ.”

(6) In verse49it is peeking aprocess from the new birthtolivingin heaven, saying, “ And

aswehavebornetheimageof the earthy, we shall also bear theimageof theheavenly.”

Our total image will not be complete until that which followsin verses 50through 54takes

place

(7) Verse 50 startsto explain the process saying, “ Now this | say, brethren, that flesh and
blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corr uption inherit incorr uption.” We
canna enter into the kingdom of God urtil we aefirst “born again of the Spirit” (John 37). Those
whoarenot born again canna enter the kingdom of God (John 36). Even though ou mindsare still
corrupted, and ou physicd bodesarestill mortal, being that our spiritisanew credure “in Christ,”
we can enter into the kingdom of God while still onthis eath.

(8) Now look at verse 51, it explains the cmpletion, saying, “Behold, | shew you a



mystery; Weshall not all sleg, but we shall all be changed.” Thetimewill come when we will
be completely changed.

(9) Verse 52 goes onto explain, saying, “In amoment, in thetwinkling o an eye, at the

last trump: for thetrumpet shall sound, and thedead shall be raised incorr uptible, and

we shall be dhanged.” This changeis explained in the following verses.

(10) Verse53," For thiscorr uptiblemust put on incorr uption, and thismortal must put

on immortality.”

(11) Verse54,” Sowhen thiscorr uptibleshall haveput onincorr uption, and thismortal

shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to passthe saying that iswritten,

Death is svallowed up in victory.”

(12) Verse 55,“ 0O death, whereisthy sting? O grave, whereisthy victory?”

(13) Then Vearse56tellsus, “ Thesting of death is sn; and thestrength of sinisthelaw.”

(14) Verse 57 isthe praise report that sumsupall theway from verse 35through 56.It says,
“But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” Our
victory over sinand ceahisnat inwhat wedid, bu inwhat God dd for usin Christ Jesus. Heisour
victory. Heisour Savior.

Y et, there is much more to ou new life in the Spirit. That is, when we were born again of
the Spirit, our new life began with the Word of God. We were divein the flesh of man. But, when
we becane born again, it al started with a sead, which isthe Word of God. In 1 Peter 1:23it says,
“Being born again, not of corr uptible sead, but of incorr uptible, by the word of God, which
liveth and abideth for ever.” In this body of flesh, God danted His Word, and it must grow and
mature to becomelike Jesus Christ, the Son d God. Thisall happened acwrding to the prophecy of
Ezekiel 36:26,which says, “ A new heart alsowill | giveyou, and anew spirit will | put within
you: and | will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and | will give you an heart of
flesh.”

Before we ae born again, we have aspirit given to us by the LORD. Jobtellsus, “thereis
a spirit in man: and the inspiration of the Almighty giveth them understanding” (Job 328).
God usesthat spirit to draw usto Jesus. Jesus sid in John 644,“ No man can cometo me, except
theFather which hath sent medraw him: and | will raisehim up at thelast day.” God usesour
spirit to give us understanding, while He draws us to Jesus, to receve Him as LORD and Savior.
God s Word enters our heat, and we beaome born again of the Word by an operation d the Holy
Spirit. Therefore, we aeborn again of the Spirit and the Word. When werecavethe Word of God,
our heat changes from knowing abou God, to knowing Jesus Christ as LORD and Savior. We
recave anew heat of flesh. That is, a heat that is nolonger called a stony heat, bu aheat that
loves the LORD.

At the same time, God gives us a new spirit. That Spirit is joined “ One Spirit with the
LORD.” The Spirit of Christ takesupHisresidencewithin us, andwe aetranslated from the flesh
to the Spirit (Rom. 89). God cHlivers us from the powers of darknessand translates us into the
kingdom of His Son (Col. 1:13). At that paint intime, ou first stage of “a complete new creaure”
has taken placein ou lives. In the spirit, we ae complete, bu in the flesh andin the soul there ae
still things that must take place “This corr uptible must put on incorr uption, and thismortal
must put on immortality” (1 Cor. 1553). That will happen asit iswrittenin 1 Corinthians 15:51-
57.



What many Christians do nd understandis that sometimes God spe&ks “those things that
benot asthough they were” (Rom. 4:17). Sometimes Godis pe&kingliterally, andsometimes God
is spe&king propheticdly. Prophetic spe&king is eding of a future happening. Wheress, literal
speaking is NOW. The Bible says, “ Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet
appear what we shall be: but weknow that, when heshall appear, weshall belikehim; for we
shall seehim asheis’ (1 John3:2). NOW we are the sons of God, bu we dor't understand all
things yet, bu when everything is complete we will understand, “when he shall appear, we shall
belike him; for we shall seehim asheis’

In spirit life, we have the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit in us. We ae one spirit with
the LORD in Christ. Thisisnat alife separate from the Father, the Son,and the Holy Spirit. We ae
joined together in ore spirit. The Father isin us (John 1420, 1721,Eph. 46, etc.). The Sonisin us
(John14:20, 1721, 2Cor. 5:17, 1John 512, etc.). TheHoly Spiritisin us(John 1417, 1John 413,
etc.). Therefore, the complete Godhead dwellsin us (Col. 2.9,10.

Jesus said, “They are not of the world, even as | am not of the world” (John 1716).
Christians are not of thisworld. Our new spirit came down from heasen when we were born of the
Spirit. When we leave thisworld, we will go bad to hearen where our new spirit came from. We
will be forever with the LORD (1 Thess 4:17).

We nedl to uncerstand what the gostle Paul is writing abou when he says, “For which
cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward man isrenewed day
by day” (2 Cor. 4:16). Westill have an“outward man,” theold man o theflesh. But, we ae anew
Credurein Christ, that is“theinward man,” which isrenewed day by day. In Romans 6:6, it says,
“Knowingthis, that our old maniscrucified with him, that thebody of sin might bedestroyed,
that henceforth we should not servesin.” The“old man” isthe man of theflesh that is crucified
with Christ. The old man, pertains to that which we were before we were born again of the Spirit.
This“old man” isthe man of the flesh that must die, that the new creaure in Christ can live. In
Ephesians 4:22; & Colosdans 3:9 the outward man is cdled the “old man.” In Romans 7:22 and
2 Corinthians4:16 Paul cdl sthe new creaurein Christ the* inward man.” In Ephesians 3:16, Paul
cdlsthe new creaurein Christ “theinner man.” In Ephesians 4:24 and Colossans 3:9 Paul cdls
the new credurein Christ“thenew man.” In 1Peter 3:4, Peter cdl sthenew creaurein Christ, “the
hidden man of the heart.”

There are many references in the New Testament of whowe aein Christ through the new
birth. Our “old man” of the flesh is mortal and corruptible. “ This corr uptible must put on
incorr uption, and this mortal must put on immortality” (1 Cor.15:53). This new credure in
Christ isborn again o incorruptible seed, which isthe Word of God (1 Peter 1:23).

We still have the old man o the flesh with us. But we ae nat in the flesh, bu in the Spirit
(Rom. 8:9). Being that the old man, ou outward man of the flesh is gill with us, we still have
problems with the flesh. In Romans 7:15-23 Paul wrote,

For that which | do | allow not: for what | would, that do | not; but what | hate, that

dol.

If then | dothat which | would not, | consent unto thelaw that it isgoad.

Now then it isno more | that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me.

For | know that in me(that is, in my flesh,) dwell eth no goal thing: for towill i spresent

with me; but how to perform that which isgoad | find not.



For thegoad that | would | do not: but the evil which | would not, that | do.

Now if | do that | would not, it isno more | that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me.

| find then alaw, that, when | would do godal, evil i s present with me.

For | delight in thelaw of God after the inward man:

But | see another law in my members, warring aganst the law of my mind, and

bringing meinto captivity to the law of sin which isin my members.

Then the gostle Paul, after mentioning his problem with sin in Chapter 7:15-23 wrote in
verses 24,25,

O wretched man that | am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?

| thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind | myself servethe

law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin.

There is an answer to sin in the flesh, that answer iswhat Jesus did for us onthe Cross

Concerning the answer, the gaostle Paul wrote somewhat the same thing that Johnwrotein
1John 18, “If wesay that we haveno sin, wedeceveour selves, and thetruthisnot in us.” We
must confessour sins and ke deansed by the blood d the Lamb. Look at verses 9 and 10,it says,

If we coonfessour sins, heisfaithful and just to forgive usour sins, and to cleanse us

from all unrighteousness

If we say that we have not sinned, we make him aliar, and hisword isnot in us.

The apostle Paul confessed that therewas snin theflesh. But the answer to this problem of
sininthefleshis given in Romans, Chapter 8, saying,

Thereistherefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk

not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

For thelaw of the Spirit of lifein Christ Jesus hath made me free from thelaw of sin

and death.

For what the law could not do, in that it wasweak through theflesh, God sending his

own Son in thelikenessof sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh:

That the righteousnessof thelaw might befulfill ed in us, who walk not after theflesh,

but after the Spirit.

Oncewe aeborn again of the Spirit, we ae anew creaurein Christ. Old things are passd
away and all things are new (propheticaly spe&ing). For we aein Christ, with anew spirit, but at
thistime our old body of flesh and ou corrupted mind are till with us. Yet, God hesdedared it as
complete, and we neeal to agree with the Word of God nd our reasoning or intelledua
understanding.

Jesus finished the work He cane to do onthe Crossof Calvary. Now, it’supto usto agree
with the Word of God and take our placein the body of Christ as sons and daughters of God in
Christ Jesus. In Christ, thereisnosin, sickness or disease. When we take our position“in Christ,”
that God hes dedared, we shoud walk in the Spirit and nd in the flesh. We shoud walk in the
newnessof life that has been given us by God in Christ Jesus. We shoud live righteous as He is
righteous. We shoud cast down al im aginations and everything that exaltsitself against the Word
of God.

If welive by the Word of God, and nd theworld’s g/stem, which we cane out of when we
were born again o the Spirit, we can overcome everything that is not pleasing to God in our lives.
Every sickness every disease erery sin must leave our livesin Christ Jesus. We have been set freg



but to maintain this freedom in Christ, we must walk after the Spirit and nd after the flesh. We
shoud live by the Word and walk after the Spirit and Satan will have no dacein ou lives. It is
posshble, God said it is, and we must take the Word of God, and live by it.

We drealy have derna lifein Christ Jesus. It's the same life we will have for all eternity
with God. We must lean how to livein thisnew lifein the Spirit. We lean by studying the Word
of God and keing taught by the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is our Helper, Guide, Comforter,
Teader, and He Leads us in the way of “righteousnesspeaceand joy” (Rom. 14:17).
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TRANSFORMED
BY RENEWING THE MIND

Transformed, means“to be changed from theinsideout.” In order to betransformed, we must
renew our mind onthe Word o God.

Weshoud start from the beginning andcontinueon urtil wematureintheknowledge of God
and who we ae in Christ. In the meantime, whil e here on eath, we must lean who we ae “in
Christ” and how to live in the spirit. It is important to understand that spiritual things are not
naturally discerned (1 Cor. 2:14). Therefore, the New Covenant tells us, “The just shall live by
faith” (Rom. 1:17,Gal. 3:11,Heb. 1038). Tolive by faith, we must believethe Word of Godin our
heat and spe& the Word of God ou of our mouth (Rom. 13:9,10. We caand let our natural mind,
(reasoning, thinking, circumstances, fea, or anything) cause us to doutt the Word o God.

Wemust lean haw to live by faith. We lean the same way we lean ather things, by doing
it over and over urtil it becomes normal for usto live by faith. The first thing we need to doisto
understandtheWord of God. The spiritual man lives by the Word of God, bu the natural man lives
by natural foods. Therefore Jesus, quding from Deuteronamy 8:3, said to the devil i n Matthew 4:4,
“Itiswritten, Man shall not liveby bread alone, but by every word that proceealeth out of the
mouth of God.”

It isimportant that we have faith in God and in His Word. That we totally and completely
trust in and rely uponHis Word. The Bible teates that God is faithful to al whowill believe His
Word. When we understand that God is our Father, and we ae His children, we must put all our
confidencein His Word.

To help buld ou faith we need to understand Isaiah 408, which says, “The grass
withereth, the flower fadeth: but theword of our God shall stand for ever.” God has given us
His Word, and it will not change. Numbers 23:19 says, “God is not a man, that he should lig
neither the son of man, that he should repent: hath he said, and shall henot doit? or hath he
spoken, and shall he not makeit goad?”

Hebrews 11:6 says, “ But without faith it isimposgbleto please him: for hethat cometh
to God must believe that heis, and that heis a rewarder of them that dili gently seek him.”
Jesus sidin Mark 11:22,“Havefaith in God.”

Itismucheasier toincrease our faith in Godwhen we seethroughou the Scripturesthat God
isfaithful, and He kegpsHis Word. We seethisin many areas of the Old Testament. In Isaiah 446-8
the LORD makesit clea, “Heis God and thereisnone other, Heisthe beginning (thefirst) and
the last.” There ae many other similar references throughou the Bible. In Isaiah 4424 it says,
“Thus saith the LORD, thy redeemer, and he that formed theefrom the womb, | am the
L ORD that maketh all things; that stretcheth forth the heavensalone; that spreadeth abroad
the earth by myself.” See &so Isaiah 414, 4812.In Revelation 18,17, 2213, the LORD aso
makes similar statements, “I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the
Lord, which is, and which was, and which isto come, the AlImighty” (Rev. 1.8). From one end
of the Bible to the other, Godisfaithful. He kegos His Word.

We seein the Old Testament “that” the LORD aways kept His Word. We dso see ‘how”
the LORD keegps His Word. He promised to Abraham, IsaaG and Jamb that He would kring the
children of Israd out of Egypt and into the promised land. Then in Exodus we seethe LORD
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spe&king to Moses concerning His promise. In Exodus 3:13 it says, “ And Moses said unto God,
Behold, when | come unto the dildren of Israel, and shall say unto them, The God of your
fathers hath sent me unto you; and they shall say to me, What is his name? what shall | say
unto them?” The LORD answered Moses, saying, “I| AM THAT | AM: and hesaid, Thus dalt
thou say unto the dildren of Israel, | AM hath sent meunto you” (Ex. 3:14). Godisaways*“|
AM.” Heisaways GOD. Heisaways present. He dways operatesin the NOW. Heiseternal, and
controls eternity. There is notime with God. Everything Godis and hes, is always NOW!

When we @me to God, we must believe that He is God, and that He is arewarder of them
that dili gently seek Him (Heb. 11:6). God always operatesin the NOW! What we need NOW, God
will supdy NOW. What M osesnealed, the LORD supgdi ed when heneealedit. When M osesnealed
a mirade before Pharaoh (ten times), the LORD suppied the supernatura mirades. When the
children of Israd were before the Red Sea ad Pharaoh and his army was behind them, the LORD
performed amirade and opened the Red Sea

It was a mirade that the LORD provided a doud oer the dhildren of Israd every day for
forty-yeas. He dso provided aflame of fire every night for forty-yeas. The LORD also provided
mannaand qail for forty-yeasin thewil derness None of thiswasdoreby natural means, but it was
al supernatural manifestations of the LORD.

The LORD is GOD! He operates in the supernatural redm of the spirit, bringing into
manifestationthat whichisnealed inthe natural. Why did the LORD feed the dhil dren of Israd with
mannafor forty-yeas?It tell susin Deuteronamy 8:3, saying, “ hehumbled theg and suffered thee
to hunger, and fed theewith manna, which thou knewest not, neither did thy fathers know;
that he might make theeknow that man doth not live by bread only, but by every word that
procealeth out of the mouth of the LORD doth man live.”

Aschildren of God, ban of the Spirit, we must lean “ to liveby evey Word that proceeded
out of the mouth of the LORD our God.” We ae not to be conformed to this world, bu to be
transformed by the renewing of our mind, to live by the Word of God.

We live by Words gpoken from our heat out of our mouth (Rom. 10:10). We spe& those
things which be nat as though they were (Rom. 4:17).

The things of God are fodli shnessto the natural man. He canna understand them, for they
arespiritually discerned (1 Cor. 2:14). Thereligiouspeoplewill condemnthosewhowalk with God.
They will acaisethem of lying, when they speek those thingswhich be nat asthough they were. The
world will | augh at us, but we will seethe manifestation d the Word of God when we do what the
Word o Godtellsusto do.

Even Christianswhowalk after the flesh will t hink we aelying when we spe those things
which be nat as thought they were. But, when we understand spiritual things, we know that, “ that
which we speak dready existsin thespirit.” All we aedoingiscausing it to appea inthe natural.
It'snot that it does not exist. It's only that we don't seeit in the natural at the time.

As Children of God, ban of the Spirit, we live and move in the redm of the spirit, dang
those things as God daes them. When the eaith was creded, it already existed in the spirit redm,
God only spoke it into existence into the natural redm. Look what it says in Hebrews 11:3,
“Through faith weunderstand that thewor ldswereframed by theword of God, sothat things
which are seen were not made of thingswhich do gppear.” Theword “Worlds’ is“aion” inthe
Greek, “meaning theworld that isnow!” Thisworld that isnow, istemporal, it will be destroyed by
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fireandthere will be anew hearensandanew eath (1 Peter 3:12,13,Rev. 21:1). When God spoke
HisWord, all things cameinto existencein the natural, yet they arealy existed in the spirit before
God spoke.

Everything we have neal of arealy existsin the spiritual redm, in God, in His Kingdom.
All weneead to dois Peek them into existenceinto the natural redm. Aswe spe&k the Word of God
out of our mouth from within ou heat, the Holy Spirit brings into manifestation that which we
spek.

Christians do nd belong operating in the natural redm the way the world operates. We
belong operating in the spiritua redm the way God oferates.

Lookat what iscdled“The LORD’S Rayer” in Matthew 6:9-13.1n verse 10it says, to pray,
“Thy kingdom come. Thy will bedonein earth, asit isin heaven.” Everything we have need of
oneathisalrealy in heaven. All we ae praying for isthat thosethingsin heaven manifest oneath.
The manifestation d thase things we have nead of comes by the reign of God.

When Jesus was asked by Pilate “Art thou the King of the Jews?” Jesus sid, “My
kingdom is not of thisworld...” His kingdom did na originate in this world. His kingdom isin
heaven, andit iscoming down to this eath. Everything in the kingdom of Godisalrealy in heaven.
Jesus said we shoud pray that it comes down from heaven to this eath. Whatsoever we have need
of isarealy in heaven, waiting for usto cdl it down to this eath.

Where did the manna come from in the wilderness? It came down from heaven. It was
drealy in heaven, waiting for the time gpanted, to come down and feed the dildren of Israd.
Where did the fishes and barley loves come from when Jesus prayed to feed four and five thousand
men, dus women and children? It came down from heaven after Jesus prayed.

What isit that Christians have neel of today? Pray, that it comes down from heaven, it’s
arealy thereinthespiritual redm, now pray that it manifest in the natural redm. Like God, “ we all
those things that be not as though theywere” (Rom. 4:17).

What abou cdli ng thasethingsthat be not asthough they were? Look at Joshua6:2. It says,
“And the LORD said unto Joshua, See | have given into thine hand Jericho, and the king
thereof, and themighty men of valour.” What wasthe LORD telli ng Joshua? Hewas saying, look
into the spirit redm and see He said, “ Seg | have given into thine hand Jericho, and the king
thereof, and the mighty men of valour.” Accordingto the LORD, it wasalready dorein the spirit
redm. In the spirit redm the battle was already over. Seang in the spirit redm, the LORD said, this
ishow it’s going to happen:

And ye shall compassthe city, al ye men of war, and go round about the aty once

Thus dalt thou do six days.

And seven priests dall bear before the ark seven trumpets of rams horns: and the

seventh day ye shall compassthe aty seven times, and the priests shall blow with the

trumpets.

And it shall cometo pass that when they make a long blast with the ram'shorn, and

when ye hear the sound of the trumpet, all the people shall shout with a great shout;

and thewall of the aty shall fall down flat, and the people shall ascend up every man

straight before him (Joshua 6:3-5).

The LORD was telli ng Joshuato lookinto the redm of the spirit and seg “it’s already done,” then
dowhat you seein the redm of the spirit, and it will cometo pass
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Lookalso a Joshua8:1. It says, “ And the LORD said unto Joshua, Fear not, neither be
thou dismayed: take all the people of war with thee and arise, goup to Ai: see | have given
into thy hand theking of Ai, and his people, and hiscity, and hisland.” The LORD said, look
into the spirit redm and*“ see” “it’salready done’! Then the LORD said, “ And thou shalt do to
Ai and her king asthou didst unto Jericho and her king: only the spoil thereof, and the attle
thereof, shall yetakefor a prey unto yaurselves: lay theean ambush for the aty behind it.”

When Christians look into the spirit redm and see“it’s already done,” then they can pu
their faith into adion and it will manifest in the natural redm. The important thing isto see“it’s
already done” in the spirit redm, then ad uponit and it will manifest.

Sometimes the LORD uses His Word to show us thingsin the spirit redm. In Isaiah 4325
the LORD said, “1, even |, am hethat blotteth out thy transgressonsfor mine own sake, and
will not remember thy sins.” How and when dd the LORD blot out the transgressons of the
children of Israd? Why did the LORD say, He will not remember their sins? It adually took dace
on the Cross But, in the spirit redm it was arealy dore from the foundition of the world.
Revelation 138 says, “...the Lamb dlain from the foundation of theworld.” It was already dore
when the LORD spoketo the dnildren of Israd inIsaiah 4325.1f they could seeit inthe spirit redm
they could doasthe LORD said in Isaiah 4326, that is, “Put mein remembrance let us plead
together: dedare thou, that thou mayest bejustified.” They could havebeen“justified,” by what
Jesus did onthe Cross bu not by the Law of Moses. No ore uld bejustified by the works of the
Law (Acts 13:38,39.

Theimportant thing is, when we can see”it’salready done’ in the spirit redm, we can have
faith to spe& it into the natural redm. Whenwelookat the Cross we shoud see d our sinswashed
away by theblood.Weshoud see @ our sicknesses and dseases nail ed to the aoss Weshoud see
ourselves made whale, by the work of Jesus Christ onthe Crossof Calvary.
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SPIRIT LIFE
A LIFE OF ABUNDANCE

GodisaGod d abundance In John 1010Jesus said, “| am comethat they might havelife
(Zoe), and that they might have it more abundantly.” Our spiritua life shoud be alife of
abundance Look at the mannain the wilderness The LORD supplied more than enowgh for the
children of Israd. They could take dl they neaded and there was plenty | eft. If they took too much,
and some remained urtil the next day it stank, and was full of worms (Ex. 1620).

Lookat thetimes Jesusfed thefive-thousand men pluswomen and chil dren with fiveloaves
and two fishes. After they had eaen, they took uptwelve baskets of foodremaining (Matt. 14:17-
21). Lookalso at thetime Jesus fed four-thousand men plus women and chil dren with seven loaves
and afew fishes. After they had eden, they took upseven baskets of foodremaining (Matt. 1534~
38). GodisaGod d abundance more than enowgh of whatsoever we need.

Lifeinthe spirit isan abundant life. When you can seeit in the spirit, you knav you havethe
things you are seeking. Jesus could seeinto the spirit redm, giving Him faith to believe that what
He said would come to pass Look at Luke 5:4-8;

Now when he had left speaking, he said unto Simon, Launch out into thedeep, and let

down your netsfor a draught.

And Simon answering said unto him, Master, we have toiled all the night, and have

taken nothing: neverthelessat thy word | will | et down the net.

And when they had thisdone, they inclosed a great multitude of fishes: and their net

brake.

And they bedkoned unto their partners, which werein theother ship, that they should

come and help them. And they came, and fill ed both the ships, so that they began to

sink.

When Simon Peter saw it, hefell down at Jesus' knees, saying, Depart from me; for |

am asinful man, O Lord.

Peter was a fisherman. Peter knew how to cach fish. But, operating in the natural, Peter fished all

night and caught nothing. Jesus could seein the spirit redm, and could seethe fishes waiting to be
taken in the net when His faith was applied to what He saw. Using His faith, Jesus sid “Launch
out into the dee, and let down your nets for a draught.” Peter, reasoning in his mind said,
“Master, we havetoiled all the night, and havetaken nothing.” Here we can seethe difference
between operating in the natural mind and operating in the spirit. The natural mind dces not agree
with the spiritual mind. But, then Peter deaded to trust in the LORD, he did what Jesus said to do.
“ And when they had thisdone, they inclosed a great multitude of fishes: and their net brake.”

In the redm of the spirit there is an abundance, na just enough to get along.

This same thing happened asecondtimein John 21.In verse 3 it says, “ Simon Peter saith
unto them, | go afishing. They say unto him, We also gowith thee They went forth, and
entered into aship immediately; and that night they caught nothing.” Peter was afishermanin
his days before he began to follow Jesus. He knew how to cach fish. But that night they caught
nothing. In the morning, Jesus ¢ood onthe shore and “ saith unto them, Children, have ye any
meat? They answered him, No” (John 215). Then Jesus “said unto them, Cast the net on the
right side of the ship, and ye shall find. They cast therefore, and now they were not able to
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draw it for themultitudeof fishes.” (John 216). In verse 11, it says, “ Simon Peter went up, and
drew thenet toland full of great fishes, an hundred and fifty and three: and for all therewere
SO many, yet was not the net broken.”

When you can seeinto the spirit redm, you knav what to doand haw to doit. Jesus knew
that if they would cast the net on the right side of the ship they would catch an abundant suppy of
fish. In the natural, we can toil al night and get nothing. In the spiritual, we can see”it’s already
done,” and we can have whatsoever we have nedd of.

Now lookat what the goostle Paul said to the dhurch at Ephesusin Chapter four. “ Thisl say
therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as other Gentileswalk, in the
vanity of their mind” (Eph. 417). No longer walk after the natural mind, bu after the spirit.

That ye put off conceming the former conversation the old man, which is corr upt

according to the decatful lusts;

And be renewed in the spirit of your mind;

And that ye put on the new man, which after God iscreated in righteousnessand true

holiness(Eph. 422-24).

Paul then said, “ Neither give placeto thedevil” (Eph. 427). When we walk after the old man, we
give placefor the devil. When we walk after the spirit, we give placefor Godto work in ou lives.

Now look at what Paul said to do.” L et him that stole steal no more: but rather let him
labour, working with his handsthe thing which isgoad, that he may haveto gveto him that
needeth” (Eph. 428). When we walk after the spirit, and work with ou hands, we will have an
abundance morethan enowgh for ourselves, but an abundancethat we haveto givetothasethat have
anedal. GodisaGod d abundance

Let’slook at how Jesus operated in the redm of the Spirit, cdli ng those things that be not
as though they were. Jesus said in John 519, The Son can do nothing of himself, but what he
seeh the Father do: for what things sever he doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise.” Jesus
saw thingsin the spirit before He did them. In John 828 Jesus sid, “1 do nothing of myself; but
asmy Father hath taught me, | speak thesethings.” Somethings Jesusdid acwrding to what the
Father taught Him. In John 1410Jesus said, “ | speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth
in me, he doeth the works.” When Jesus oke the Word, it was the Father that did the works.

All of this shows usthat Jesus did nahing until Hefirst had receved information from His
Father. Sometimes “He head” from His Father. Sometimes “He saw” in the spirit what He was to
do. Sometimes He did what “He was taught” to do ty His Father.

Lookat what happened when Jesuswastold that Lazaruswas sckinJohn 113.1nJohn 114,
Jesussaid,” Thissicknessisnot unto death, but for theglory of God, that the Son of God might
beglorified thereby.”

Jesus arealy knew what was going to happen in the future (four days later). Jesus did na
let the devil sted Hisrevelation from Him.

When Martha cane to Him, because Lazarus had arealy died, Jesus said to her “Thy
brother shall risesagan” (John 1123). Therewas no doulb in Jesus' mindthat Lazarus would be
raised again from the dead.

When Jesus prayed to the Father, there was no doul in Hisprayer. In John 1141,42it says,
“Jesuslifted up hiseyes, and said, Father, | thank theethat thou hast heard me... And | knew
that thou hearest me always: but because of the peoplewhich stand by | said it, that they may
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believethat thou hast sent me.” Therewasno doulbin Jesus' prayer. Heknew “in the spirit” what
was going to happen. He had knawvn it for four days. Y et, He still had to dowhat He knew to do.

Just like with Joshuain Joshua 6:2-5, Joshua knew the wall s would come down, but he had
to march aroundthe aty for six days, then onthe seventh day the wall s would come down. Jesus
knew Lazaruswould comeforth, bu He had to first wait until it wastime, then spe& the Word, and
Lazarus came forth!
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THE KINGDOM OF GOD

As we seach the Scriptures concerning “the Kingdom of God,” we find that it isthe reign
of God, or the government of God. If we understand “the Kingdom of God’ properly, it isnot a
democracy where the people have asay in what is done. But rather, it islike a ‘monarchy.” In a
monarchy, the king is the @solute authority and everyone dseis sibjed to the king. Yet, it isa
government, whereby there ae many others within the government to carry out the orders of the
King.

To better understandthekingdom of God,weneed to understand hav the Kingdom operates.
Jesusisthe King of the kingdom of God. Y et, in heaven thereisonewhois greaer than Jesus, that
isthe Father (John 1428). The Kingdom of God hesitsthronein heaven (John 1836). Everything
isdorein heaven exadly as the Word says.

Being that the Kingdom of Godisaspiritual kingdom, operating in the spirit redm by God,
Whois Spirit; we canna seethe Kingdom of Godwith ou natural eyes. We can orly know it exists
by arevelation d the Holy Spirit, for spiritual things are nat naturally discerned (1 Cor. 2:14).

Therefore, even though thewords of Jesus are true, when He said, “... behold, the kingdom
of God iswithin you.” it is dill i n heaven aso. The Kingdom of God was in Jesus Himself when
He ministered for three ad ore-half yeas on this eath. Yet, the kingdom of God is nat of this
world.

Once we understand, the Kingdom of God is a hearenly kingdom, which extends its
operationdown ortothiseath, thenwe can better understandthe Kingdom of God. First, understand
that the Kingdom of Godiswithin us, that is, Christ dwell sin usandwein Him. Then aso, in Christ
“dwellsthefulnessof the Godhead, and we are completein Him” (Col. 2.9,10.

Jesusis Christ. He becane Christ when He was anointed with the Holy Spirit foll owing His
baptism by Johnthe Baptist. Thename “Christ” means*”the anointed One.” Thename Jesus, pertains
to His humanity. The name Christ pertains to His deity.

InJesus humanity, Hewasthe King of the thirteenth generation after the carying away into
Babylon (Matt. 1:17). When Jesus becane Christ, He was anointed as King of the fourteenth
generationfrom the carying away into Babylon. He was anointed whil e still King of the thirteenth
generation, bu did na reign as King of thefourteenth generation until after He aose ayain from the
dedad.

When the thirteenth generation King (Jesus) died, the fourteenth generation King (Christ)
began to reign. He now reigns from heaven, where He sits uponHis throne dong with His Father
(Rev. 3:21). The Kingdom of God shall overtake dl other kingdoms, andit shall reign forever and
ever (Rev. 11.15).

What abou now? How is the Kingdom of reigning now? How did the Kingdom of God
come? When we understand that Jesus is “the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the
ending,” we can seethat all things where mmplete from the foundition o the world. What God
does now, He has been dang from the founcition d theworld. What God will doin the future He
has been dang from thefouncition d theworld. God hes never changed, andwill not change (Mal.
3:8).

TheKingdom of Godisaspiritual Kingdom, na anatural kingdom. Therefore, theKingdom
of God operatesin the spiritual redm and manifests that which exists now in the natural redm.
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Let us esome examplesto understand the Kingdom of God. In Matthew 14:17-21, when
Jesus fed the five-thousand men, dus women and children, it says, “...and looking up to heaven,
heblessed, and brake, and gavetheloavesto hisdisciples, and thedisciplesto the multitude”
(Matt. 14:19). Why was Jesus looking upto heaven when He blessed and lrake the loves? The
abunaance of fishes and loves that He needed “already existed in the spiritual realm” in heaven.
Jesus saw in the spiritual redm and krew where they were coming from. As He looked up,while
He blessed them, He was cdli ng them down from heaven to manifest in the natural redm.

TheKingdom of Godwasin Jesus. Thefulnessof the Godhead was completein Jesus at that
time. But the fishes and loves Jesus needed was alrealy in heaven, waiting for Jesus to cdl those
things which be nat as though they were (Rom. 4:17). As Jesus blessed them they multiplied and
there was an abundance of fishes and loves to feeal the people.

Becausethat all thingswerefinished from thefouncition o theworld, wedon' t need tolook
only at what Jesus did. This was happening aready in the Old Testament. In 1 Kings 17, we see
Elij ah operating in the same spiritual redm, the same way. Elij ah said to the widow woman, “For
thussaith theLORD God of Israel, The barrel of meal shall not waste, neither shall the cruse
of ail fail, until theday that the LORD sendeth rain upon the earth” (1 Kings17:14). How did
Elij ah know that the med and dl would nd run ou? He recaved His information from the LORD
in the spiritual redm. He spoke that which alrealy existed in heaven into existencein the natural
redm here on eath.

Now lookat Elishain 2Kings5. When Naaman, theleper cameto Eli sha, He was expeding
to see amirade & Elisha prayed over him. But, Elisha didn't even come out to med Naaman.
Instead, he sent Gehazi, his srvant to tell Naaman, “ Go and wash in Jordan seven times, and thy
flesh shall come agan to thee and thou shalt be dean” (2 Kings 5:10). Elisha receved hs
information from the LORD in the spiritual redm. Elisha knew that Naaman would be deansed
when he obeyed the Word of the LORD asit was goken.

When we understand the Kingdom of God, we dso understand that the words spoken by
Elisha, and Jesus were nat their words, or thelr idea, it was the Word o the LORD spoken ou of
their mouth. It was adually, God spe&ing, na man. Because Elisharecaved hisinformationfrom
the LORD, he spokethewordsthe LORD put in hismouth. When Naaman oleyed thewords gpoken
by Elisha, he was cleansed o his leprosy.

In 2 Kings 6, the king of Syira sent an army to capture Elisha. When his ®rvant looked and
saw the amy surroundng them, he caneto Elisha andsaid, “ Alas, my master! how shall wedo?”
(2 Kings 6:15). Elisha, seang in the spirit redm said to him “ Fear not: for they that be with us
are more than they that bewith them” (2 Kings 6:16). When his srvant still did na understand,
Elishasaid, “LORD, | pray thee open hiseyes, that he may se€’ (2 Kings 6:17).

Thesethings were happening all through the Old Testament. God hes not changed. We must
change! Wemust operatein the spiritual redm, seanginthe spirit thosethingsthat God hasplanned
for us from the foundation d the world.

We nedal to understand that they aready exist in the spiritual redm. They are drealy in
heaven waiting for us to cdl thaose things that be not as though they were (Rom. 4:17).

Jesus sid, “...behold, the kingdom of God iswithin you” (Luke 17:21). What Jesusis
saying, is“thereign of Godiswithinyou.” Godreignsin your life from within you. God' swill i s
dore in your life from within you. God s will for ead individual’s life is not the same, bu the
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operation d the Kingdom of God is the same in every individual. From within your spirit, God
reignsinyour life.

I’ simportant that weunderstandthat Godisnat arespeder of persons. TheKingdom of God
operates by the anointing of individual people for individual service Yet, for the Kingdom of God
to operateit needs all sorts of anointings operating in individuals. Therefore, there ae nine gifts of
the Spirit mentionedin 1Corinthians12:7-11.There ae dsofive anointingsof ministriesmentioned
in Ephesians4:11. These anointings operate & different timesin dfferent individuals. But, it isthe
same God who dstributes these anointings “as He will s.”

The Kingdom of God iswithin every individual that God cdls and equips. When a person
isequipped with an anainting, then they can operate in the anointing God hed planned for them. As
an example, God orly needed ore Moses to lea the Children of Israd out of Egypt. Today, God
anointsead individual to dothat which He cdl sthem to do.Thisanainting isthe Kingdom of God
in operation here on eath.

Thisanaointing only operates acmrding to the Word o God,empowered by the Holy Spirit.
Being that the Kingdom of Godislike amonarchy, the anointing comes from God. It'snat hereto
dothewill of man, bu thewill of God.It'sGodgiving the anointing and God manifesting acording
to the anointing He has given.

The anainting is a spiritual anointing, na a natural or physicd anointing. Therefore, the
anointing must have aspiritua beginning, coming from God, nd man. Y et, the anainting iswithin
you. The Kingdom of Godiswithin you. Along with the anointing comesthe aility to seeinto the
spiritual redm that which God desiresto do oneath.

We do nd always sein the spiritual redm with ou eyes, bu we receve the information
from the spiritual redm. It can come by “revelation,” that is, by God reveding to us what His
intentions are. We wuld recave a ‘word of knowledge,” a “word of wisdom,” or “discerning of
spirits.” We oould receve aknowing in ou spirit, a knowing that comes from our spirit, given to
us by God. All of these ae ways the Kingdom of God works within us.
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AMBASSADOR’S FOR CHRIST

In 2 Corinthians 5:20it says, “ Now then we are ambassadorsfor Christ, asthough God
did beseed you by us: we pray yau in Christ's gead, be ye remnciled to God.” What does it
mean by an “ambassador”? The word ambassador means, “a spedal representative; the highest-
ranking diplomatic representative gopanted by one murtry or government to represent it in another
country.” We can get abetter understanding of what an ambassador iswhen welookat Jesus Christ.
He was an ambassador, sent by the Father into this world to represent the Father in thisworld. He
was a sent One, He did na come of Himself, the Father sent Him (John 5:30,36,37,6830,39,40,
44,57 etc.).

In John 1718, Jesus said, “ Asthou hast sent meinto theworld, even so havel also sent
themintotheworld.” AgaininJohn 2021, Jesus sid, “asmy Father hath sent me, even so send
| you.” Thisidentifies usasan ambassador, sent by Jesus Christ into thisworld to represent God on
this eath. From the kingdom of heaven, we have been sent to the kingdoms of this world to
represent God onthis eath. The government that sent us is the kingdom of heaven, where Jesus
Christ isthe King of kingsandthe LORD of Lords. InJohn 1716, Jesus sid, “ They are not of the
world, even as | am not of theworld.” We aeborn again, from abowve, and are sent into thisworld
by Jesus.

We nedl to undcerstand ambassadors, and embasses. An embassy is a placein another
country that an ambassador lives. The property, and everything else uponit, isin the cntrol of the
country which set upitsembassy in that courtry. The anbassador ownsnathing, it all belongsto the
courtry that sent him. The anbassador does not supgy his own neels, the @urtry that sent him
suppiesall hisneals. The anbassador does nat purchase property, or own anything in the courtry
he is an ambassador to. He livesin that courtry, but all his needs are supgied by the courtry that
sent him.

An ambassador’ s positionis to gather information from the @urtry where his embasyy is,
andrelay it badk to the courtry herepresents. All dedsions, asto what to doin that courtry, areleft
up to the courtry he represents, “the courtry that sent him.”

Asambassdorsfor Christ, we aenat to lovetheworld, na the thingsthat arein theworld
(1 John 215,16. But, we aeto pray that the will of God ke dore oneath asitisin heaven (Matt.
6:10). We aeto hring to God's attention al that is happening that neals to be taken care of. All
demonic adivity that neadsto be destroyed. Remember, Psalm 11516 says, “ Theheaven, even the
heavens, are theLORD'S: but the erth hath hegiven tothe dildren of men.” Whatsoever the
devil hastried to take avay from the dhildren of men, needs to be made known to God in heaven.
When we hea from God, we need to ad uponit and destroy the works of the devil here on eath.

It's through prayer, spe&king to God, and commanding the devil that whatsoever he has
stolen is restored to the dnildren of men. The eath dces nat belong to the devil. It belongs to the
children of men (Psa. 1156). Thedevil i sanintruder, trespassng where he hasnorights. He mmes
to sted, kill, and destroy. But the kingdom of Godis come to take badk all that the devil has golen
from the dildren of men. When you undrstand this, you will understand why God will hed
everyone, even those who are nat his children by the new birth.

Weare anbassadorsfor Christ, to cdl down from heaven al thepower of Godthat isneeded
to destroy the works of the devil. We ae to cdl down from heaven the power to take bad all the

21



devil has golen from the children of men. We aeto be witnesses to Chrigt, to bring to God those
whodo nd know God.We ae*“ To opentheir eyes, and toturn them from darknesstolight, and
from the power of Satan unto God, that they may recavefor givenessof sins, and inheritance
among them which are sanctified by faith that isin me (Jesus Christ)” (Acts 26:18).
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DOING THE WORKS

In John 1412, Jesus said, “ Verily, verily, | say unto you, Hethat believeth on me, the
worksthat | do shall hedo aso; and greater worksthan these shall hedo; becausel gounto
my Father.” First Jesus sid, we shoud dothe works He did. But, thiswould oy happen becaise
He went to be with His Father. Why did Jesus sy, “becuse | go unto my Father™? Jesus had
arealy said, it wasnot Him doing theworks, but His Father in Him that did theworks (John 1410).
But, Jesusdid na stoptaking at verse 12.1n verse 16, Jesus said, “ And | will praytheFather, and
heshall giveyou another Comforter, that hemay abidewith you for ever.” After Jesuswent to
the Father, He prayed and the Father sent the same Holy Spirit that Jesus was anointed with to do
the sameworks Jesus did. In John 1417, Jesus explained, “ for he dwelleth with you, and shall be
in you.” When theHoly Spiritis“inyou’ the power of Godisinyouto dotheworksthat Jesusdid.
TheHoly Spirit will work in youthe sameway Heworked in Jesus, dang the sameworksthat Jesus
did.

So how dowe do the works that Jesus did? God haes away of doing things and God rever
changes. Therefore, we need to seein the Scriptures how to dothe works that Jesus did. Wherever
welookintheBible, wewill seethe same principle; God kegins, werespond,and Godfinishes. It's
aways God sideg na ours. Weleanto flow with what God wantsto do, na what we want to do.

In the beginning God creaed the heavens and the eath. Man had nahing to say abou the
credaionof thiseath. Inthe end Godwill destroy thiseathwith fire andtherewill be anew heavens
and a new eath. Man has nothing to say abou what God dd and what God is going to do.This
principlefoll owsall throughou the Bible. We aenow livinginthe New Covenant times. Inthe New
Covenant the LORD isbuil ding His Church. Hedidn't say wewereto buld HisChurch,Hesaid He
was going to buld His Church (Matt. 16:18). When God prophesied something in the Bible, it
reveded what God was going to do.The Covenant the LORD made with Abraham was a mvenant
where the LORD told Abraham what He was going to do.The Birth of Jesus Christ was prophesied
acording to what God was going to do.Everything prophesied pantsto what Godis going to do.

Lookat what Jesus said abou Himself, andtheworksHewasdoing. In John 530 Jesus said,
“I can of mineown self donothing: as | hear, | judge: and my judgment isjust; becausel seek
not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me.” First Jesus sid, “I can of
mine own self do nothing...” That already elimi natestheideathat we can of ourselvesdoanything.
Then Jesus sid, “as| hear, | judge.” Yet, we must understand what Jesus is talking about when
Hesays“asl hear, | judge.” He' snat talking abou what He hearsin the natural. He doesn’t judge
by what He heasin the natural. Look at John 815, what Jesus said abou Himself, how Hejudges.
Jesus said, “Yejudge after theflesh; | judge no man.” When it comes to judging after the flesh,
Jesus said “1 don’t judge after the flesh.” But Jesus then explained how He judges, saying, “ And
yetif | judge, my judgment istrue: for | am not alone, but | and the Father that sent me” (John
8:16). In John 530, Jesus sid, “ my judgment isjust; because | se&k not mine own will, but the
will of the Father which hath sent me.”

To dotheworksthat Jesusdid, heaingthevoiceof Godisoneimportant part of theministry.
Therearevery few timesthat aChristian will hea the audible voiceof God.But when you do,it can
change every circumstancethat the devil comes against youwith. Let’ stake one exampleinthelife
of Jesus. Inthe Gospels, it tell susof thebeginning of Jesus’ ministry, foll owing Hisbaptism by John
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the Baptist. In Matthew 3:16,17it says,

And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the

heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove,

and lighting upon him:

And lo avoicefrom heaven, saying, Thisismy beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased.
Jesus head the audible voice of God, saying, “This is my beloved Son, in whom | am well
pleased.”

If youwill natice, Chapter 4 foll ows that by saying,

Then was Jesusled up of the Spirit into the wildernessto be tempted of the devil.

And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was afterward an hungred.

And when thetempter cameto him, hesaid, If thou be the Son of God, command that

these stones be made bread (Matt. 4:1-3).

When the devil cameto Jesus, he caneto tempt Him. Thefirst thing hetried to tempt Jesus
with was to test Him “1f thou be the Son of God.” Along with everything else Jesus knew abou
Himself, He dso had head the audible voice of God just forty-days ealier, saying, “ Thisis my
beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased.” When you hea the voice of God, you know, beyond
al doult, what God said istruth. The audible voiceof Godwill help you maintain your walk with
God. It will give you asaurance that God will badk up His Word with whatsoever you redd to
overcome the devil.

Jesus had no doubthat He was the Son d God. Asthe Son d God, Jesus relied uponthe
Holy Spirit for everything He had need of. At the time, when the tempter came to Him, Jesus knew
He nealed the Word of Godto defea the devil. Therefore, He did na consider His hurger, after
fastingforty-days. But, He spokethe Word of God concerning Himself, considering both Hisnatural
life and His life in the spirit. Knowing His giritual life was more important than His natural life,
aso knowinginthe spiritual redm, He had power over the natural redm; Jesus said to thedevil , “ It
iswritten, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceealeth out of the
mouth of God” (Matt. 4:4).

To dothe works that Jesus did, we must understand, quaing the Word of God to the devil
will cause him to leave. The devil canna win when ason d God qudes the Word of God with
“revelation” knowledge. Jesushad head the audible voiceof Godforty-daysealier. Jesusknew He
wasthe Son d God.Jesusalso knew the Scripturesconcerninghow aSon o Godlivesinthisworld.
“Not by bread dong, but by evey Word that proceels out of the mouth of God.”

Even though Jesus head the audible voiceof God, Hedid nad let that voice caise ay pride
to arisein Him. He let that audible voice help Him to turn to the Word of God, as a Son d God,
doing the works of God the way God danned for His Son'sto dothe works.

To do the works that Jesus did, we must aso “do nothing of ourselves.” When we do
something, we shoud first “hear from our Father, then do anly the will of the Father.” Let us
foll ow that with another statement Jesus made in John 519. Jesus said, “ Verily, verily, | say unto
you, The Son can do nothing of himself, but what he seeh the Father do: for what things
soever he doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise.” Notice ajain Jesus sid, “The Son can do
nothing of himself.” Then Jesusadded, “ but what heseeth theFFather do...” When Jesus sid, “ he
sedh the Father do,” that implies that Jesus saw something. It does not say Jesus sw with His
natural eyes. It seamsto imply that Jesus had avision, a saw into the spirit redm. Either of these
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are nat things people do in the natural. They are spiritual operations of God. Jesus finished His
statement in John 519 by saying, “for what things ever he doeth, these also doeth the Son
likewise.” Whatsoever the Father doesisthe Father’ swill , therefore, whatsoever Jesusdid, wasthe
will of the Father.

In John 828, Jesus sid, “1 do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath taught me, |
speak thesethings.” Therefore, we can seethat Jesus did orly those things that His Father taught
Him. In ancther placeJesus sid, “ It iswritten in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of
God” (John 645). In John 1613 Jesus sid, “ Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, iscome, he
will guideyou into dl truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear,
that shall he speak: and hewill shew you thingsto come.” Jesusaso saidin John 1426, But
theComforter, which istheHoly Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, heshall teach
you all things, and bring dl thingsto your remembrance whatsoever | have said unto you.”
Theapaostle Johnwrotein 1John 227,“ But theanointingwhich yehave receved of him abideth
in you, and ye neead not that any man teach you: but asthe same anointing teacheth you of all
things, and istruth, and isnolie, and even asit hath taught you, ye shall abidein him.” If we
areto dothe works that Jesus did then we dso shoud be taught by God, haw to dothe works that
Jesus did.

Then in John 1410 Jesus explained abou the works that He was doing saying “ the Father
that dwelleth in me, he doeth theworks.” That isthe way it shoud be with usaso. It shoud be
Godin usdoing the works. We ae only vessls for Godto use onthiseath to doHiswill.

Lookat what Jesus said about our coming to Godin thefirst place In John 644, Jesus said,
“Noman can cometo me, except the Father which hath sent medraw him: and I will raisehim
up at thelast day.” Thefirst of importanceisthat it was not our ideato come to Jesus. It was the
Father’ sideathat we shoud beaomeborn again of the Spirit into Hisfamily. Praise God! That’ sthe
way all thingshappen for thosewho kelongto Jesus. Abrahamdidn’t cal God.Godcdl ed Abraham.
Moses didn't ask the LORD to make him the one to lead the Children of Israd out of Egypt. The
LORD chaose Moses. Joshua didn't ask for his position to lead the Children of Israd into the
promised land. The LORD chose him.

Wherever you look in the Bible, it’s aways, the LORD or God who chose us, we didn't
choaose Him. In Ephesians 1:4 it says, “According as he hath chosen us in him before the
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love.” He
chaose us before the foundation d the world. Isn’'t that wonderful ? But, now look at the last part of
John6:44,“and | will raise him up at the last day.” That’s even better, for we know when He
raises us up onthelast day, we will be forever with Him in heaven. It was all God sideg na ours.
To dotheworks Jesus did, it must be God sideg na ours. He startsit, we obey, and He finishesit.

Lookat what it saysin John 213abou our new birth.“W hich werebor n, not of blood, nor
of thewill of theflesh, nor of thewill of man, but of God.” It was God all theway, from the start
to thefinish. It had nahing to dowith the will of the flesh, the will of man or the blood.God chose
us, and when we responced God made us a new credure in Christ Jesus!

Lookat what it saysabout our worksin Ephesians 2:8." For by graceare ye saved through
faith; and that not of yourselves: it isthegift of God.” It wasall by grace na of our works. God
didn't look at our works, He looked at His grace ad chaose us, and saved us for Himself. Not that
we shoud na do anything, bu “we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto goal
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wor ks, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them” (Eph. 210). How arewe
going to dothose goodworks? The same way Jesus did the goodworks He did, nd by our power,
not by our might, but by His Spirit!

Lookat what it says abou our justificationin Romans 3:24,“ Being justified freely by his
gracethrough the redemption that isin Christ Jesus.” The Law of Moses could na justify us.
All our worksof theflesh could na justify us. Theonly way we muld bejustified isby faithinwhat
Jesus did for us.

Not only did Hejustify us, bu He dso sanctified us. Look at what it saysin Hebrews 10:10,
“By thewhich will weare sanctified through the offering of thebody of Jesus Christ oncefor
all.” Everyonewhois sanctified is sanctified by what Jesus Christ did for us. Then Hebrews 10:14
says, “ For by one offering he hath perfeded for ever them that are sanctified.”

It's nat what wedid. It'swhat God dd for us. It'snot what we do. It'swhat God daesthrough us.

Lookat what it saysabout thosewhoare Christians. In John 1516 Jesus sid, “ Yehavenot
chosen me, but | have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit,
and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he
may giveit you.” It'snat our ideato dothe works. It was Jesus' idea He diose usand adained us.
Theword “ordained,” means “set usin a pasition;” which implies arelaxed pasition. That means,
in daing what Jesus ordained usto dowe shoud na be aaxiousfor anything, waiti ng uponHim for
everything we have neal of. The important thing to understand is that we didn't choose Him, He
chose us. But look at the second fart, becaise He dhose us, and adained us, “ whatsoever ye shall
ask of theFather in my name, hemay gveit you.” Whatsoever coversalot of territory. Becaise
it is God that starts everything and we only respondto what God starts, then He finishes what He
started, that we can dothe works that Jesus did, the same way Jesus did them.
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FROM THE NATURAL
TO THE SPIRITUAL

When we were in the flesh, we were natural. But, if we ae born o the Spirit, we ae no
longer intheflesh, but inthe Spirit (Rom. 8:9). Thenatural man dcesnot understand spiritual things,
for they are spiritualy discerned (1 Cor. 2:14).

Romans 8.9 tellsus, “y e are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so bethat the Spirit of
God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, heisnone of his.” Being we
are nat in the flesh, bu in the Spirit, we ae new creaures in Christ. The word “Christ” means
“anointed.” Beinginthe anointed, we shoud mature and kecomeli ke Christ, the Anointed One. We
begin by recaving the Holy Spirit and the power. Jesus said, “y e shall recave power, after that
the Holy Ghost iscome upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and
in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto theuttermost part of the earth” (Acts1:8). Thispower
comes with the baptism in the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:4,5, 24).

Those who are baptized in the Holy Spirit shoud be experiencing the anointing. The
anointing isnat to destroy, bu to be witnesses unto Jesus. The works that Jesus did, we shoud do
also.

Many Christians, who have the baptism in the Holy Spirit, still do nd experiencethe power.
Mostly, becaise they do nd understand spiritual things the way they shoud. They seg hea, and
know abou spiritual things, bu they do nd experiencethem themselves.

Wemust lean haw to shift from the natural to the spiritual. Wemust learn haw towalk after
the Spirit and nd after the flesh. So let us seehow thisis dore.

TheBibletellsin Romans12:2, “ be not conformed to thisworld: but beyetransformed
by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that goad, and acceptable, and
perfed, will of God.” God wants His Chil dren walking after the Spirit and nat after the flesh. By
renewing our mind onthe Word of Godwe can go from “information” to “revelation.” The written
Word of Godis“information.” It is God' s Word written in the Bible for our “information.”

Informationiswonderful. The moreinformationwe have, the better off wewill be. Yet, the
information alone will not help us if we do nd have “revelation.” There ae many peoplein the
world today, cdli ng themselves Christians, bu not even ban again of the Spirit. They have Bibles,
and they have information, bu it is not revelation to them. They use the Word of Godto promote
their religious beliefs, but the power of Godis not working in their lives.

Then, there ae alot of Christians, whoreal their Biblesandget alot of information, bu they
gtill do nd have “revelation.” Therefore, the power of God daes not manifest in their lives.
Christians must go from “information” to “revelation.”

How dowego from“information” to“revelation” ? Wemust meditate uponthe Word of God
day and nght (Joshua 1:8, Psalm 1:2). Aswe ontinue to meditate uponthe Word it can turn from
“logos’ to “rhema.” From the written Word to the living Word. In Romans 10:17 it says, “ So then
faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by theword (rhema) of God.” Aswe cntinueto meditate,
day and right upon the written Word of God it will become dive (rhema) to us. It isthe “living
Word of Godthat makesalive.” InJohn 663 Jesus sid, “ It isthespirit that quickeneth; theflesh
profiteth nothing: the words (rhema) that | speak unto yau, they are spirit, and they are life
(zoe).” There ae two things we shoud ndice dou what Jesus sid, the Words He spe&ks are
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“rhema.” We shoud aso ndicethelife that Jesusistaking abou is “spiritua life” (zoe).

As we meditate uponthe written Word of God, it will become “rhema” (alive) and it will
produce“spiritual food,life (zoe).” This“rhema,” coming from the written Word of Godwill give
us “revelation” from “information.”

When we get “revelation” from “information” we go from the natural to the spiritual. The
eyes of our understanding are enli ghtened, andwe can seeinto the spiritual redm. When we seeinto
the spiritual redm, we will have faith to live by. “ For thejust shall li ve by faith” (Rom. 1:17).

Let usfirst take an examplefrom the Old Testament, then we can better understand how that
“revelation” and “sedang in the spirit” can help us. We ae spiritual, oncewe aeborn again o the
Spirit (John 36). Being that we ae in the Spirit and nd in the flesh, we need to lean how to live
in the Spirit and nd in the flesh.

In 2Kings6, it tell sus of Elisha, when the king of Syriasent “ horses, and chariots, and a
great host,” of soldiers to take Elisha captive, “they came by night, and compassd the dty
about” (2 Kings 6:14). “ And when the servant of the man of God wasrisen early, and gone
forth, behold, an host compassed the dty both with horsesand chariots. And his ®rvant said
unto him, Alas, my master! how shall wedo?” (2Kings6:15). Herewas Elisha's srvant. Hewas
still operating in the natural. He saw the horses and chariots, and the grea company of soldiers. In
the natural, he didn’'t know what to do.He caneto Elisha and said, “Alas, my master! how shall
wedo?”

Gehazi, had information bu he didn't have revelation. Elisha had revelation, as well as
sedng inthe spirit. Elishasaid to Gehazi, “ Fear not: for they that bewith usare more than they
that bewith them” (2 Kings 6:15). When you have revelationthereisnofea. Thereis nothing to
beconcerned abou inthenatural. Inthe spiritual redm everythingisunder control. Godisin control
andif God ke for us, who can be ayainst us?

Gehazi did na have the anainting that Elisha had. He was only a servant. Elisha was
anointed. Then “ Elisha prayed, and said, LORD, | pray thee open his eyes, that he may see
And theL ORD opened the gyesof theyoung man; and hesaw: and, behold, themountain was
full of horsesand chariotsof fire round about Elisha” (2 Kings6:16). Elishahad revelation,and
he prayed the LORD would give Gehazi spiritual sight to seewhat hesaw. “ And theL ORD opened
the eyes of the young man; and he saw: and, behold, the mountain was full of horses and
chariots of fire round about Elisha” (2 Kings 6:17).

Elishaalso had revelation d what the LORD wanted to dowith the Syrian army. Knowing
the plan of the LORD, Elisha prayed urto the LORD, and said, “ Smite this people, | pray theg
with blindness And he smote them with blindnessaccording to theword of Elisha” (2 Kings
6:18). Then Elisha led them to the king of Samaria. When the King of Samaria asked Elishaif he
shoud smite them, Elisha “answered, Thou shalt not smite them: wouldest thou smite those
whom thou hast taken captive with thy sword and with thy bow? set bread and water before
them, that they may eat and drink, and goto their master” (2 Kings 6:22). Thisisatype and
shadow of aNew Covenant prophet. The LORD said to James and John,when they wanted to cdl
downfireonthe Samaritans* Y eknow not what manner of spirit yeare of....For the Son of man
isnot cometo destroy men'slives, but to savethem” (Luke 9:55,5. When we get “revelation’
from“information” we seethingstheway the LORD seesthem. Informationcan cause usto becme
religious. But “revelation” will bring usto dang the will of God, nd our will .
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Westart with“information,” then we advanceto “revelation.” Thenthe LORD may open ou
“gpiritual eyesto seewhat He seesin the spirit redm.” When we have dl threg then we can dothe
works that Jesus did, the way Jesus did them. Not of our ability, bu by His Spirit!

Christianstoday seamn to beworking so hard to dowhat they say God cdl ed them to do.They
make all kinds of planson hav to dowhat God cdl ed them to do.Y et, Jesus said in Matthew 6:25,
“Takenothought for your life, what yeshall eat, or what yeshall drink; nor yet for your body,
what ye shall put on...” In verse 32, Jesus sid, “your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have
neal of all thesethings.” After explaining this, He said, “ But seek yefirst the kingdom of God,
and hisrighteousness and all these things $all be added unto you” (Matt. 6:33).

If God knavswhat we have need of, and Godis going to addto us, everything we have need
of; why so much planning and working to get what we think we need? Partly, it’s because most
Christians don't understand what it means by “seek yefirst the kingdom of God...” Many think
they have drealy entered into the kingdom of God when they were born again.

Either those who think they have drealy entered into the kingdom of God dorit understand
what the LORD istalking abou, or they have not adually entered in. But, there is an answer, and
theWord of Godistrue. We can enter into the kingdom of God, and Godwill addto usall we have
nedl o .

It seems, many Christians have alot of “information” from the Word of God, bu they are
lackking something that it takes to make it work for them. It could be that they are ladking
“revelation.”

Christiansnead revelationfrom information.Informationwithou revelationwill not produce
the manifestation d God. Let us sehow to get revelation, and what it will dofor us.

Oneday verses22and 23 ¢ 1 Samuel 15cameto me. It says,

And Samuel said, Hath the LORD asgreat delight in burnt off eringsand sacrifices, as

in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to adbey is better than sacrifice and to

hearken than thefat of rams.

For rebellion isasthe sin of witchcraft, and stubbornnessisasiniquity and idolatry.

Beause thou hast rejeded the word of the LORD, he hath also rejeded theefrom

being king.

Noticethat the subjed of these versesis“obeying thevoiceof the LORD.” To obey is better than
saaifice

Theimportant thing is obedience In Hebrews 5:8 it talks about Jesus, saying, “ Though he
werea Son, yet learned he obedienceby thethingswhich hesuffered.” Jesusleaned okedience
by the things He suffered. Suffered usually means “by painful experience” Jesus didn't lean by
what happened onthe aoss He leaned by what happened from His birth on.

Let'sjust refresh ouselves on what happened in the ealy yeas of Jesus' life. His mother
becane pregnant by the power of the Holy Spirit, and was told by the Angel, His name shall be
cdled JESUS (Luke1:31). Thename JESUSisfrom the Hebrew name JOSHUA , meaning “ Jehovah
isSalvation.” Before Jesuswasborn, anangel spoketo JosephconcerningMary’ spregnancy, saying,
“sheshall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call hisname JESUS: for he shall save hispeople
fromtheir sins’ (Matt. 1:21). Andit happened asIsaiah had prophesied, Jesuswasborn of avirgin
(Isa. 7:14). Hewasbornin Bethlehem of Judea(Micah 5:2). Before Hewastwo yeasold, wisemen
came to Him, worshiped Him, and gave gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh as prophesied in
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Isaiah 606 (Matt. 2:11).

Now, by the time Jesus was two yeasold, al this had happened, just as the Scriptures had
prophesied. Therefore, as Mary and Joseph told Jesus of these things, He would become aware of
how God hed panned things from the beginning. Not only would Jesus have head it from His
mother and stepfather, bu Mary was also related to Zadarias, who was a priest, having accessto
the scroll s of the Old Testament. Thereby, making it easy for Jesusto study the Scriptures, andfind
out what the Scriptures said abou Him. Y ouwill naticethat, alrealy at the age of twelve, Jesuswas
“in the temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and asking them
questions’ (Luke 2:46). And it says, “And al that heard him were astonished at his
understanding and answers’ (Luke 2:47).

So how did Jesuslean by obedience? He leaned from His mother, His gepfather, from the
doctors of the Law, andfrom the Scriptures. It takes obedience and suffering to lean what God says
abou someone. It takes a lot of time, which many people do nd want to spend seaching the
Scriptures, praying, and studying; instead of playing and enjoying the things of thisworld. Most of
the people ae more interested in the world and the things of the world then they are in what the
Word o God says concerning themselves.

As Jesus continued studying the Scriptures, He knew the Law, He knew the will of Godfor
Him aswell as everyone born into thisworld. He knew from the Scriptures that He would become
the Savior of theworld. Heknew Hewould haveto endurethe Cross andraise ajain from the dea.
Therefore, it saysin Hebrews 12:2, “ L ooking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith;
whofor thejoythat was st before him endured the cross despisingtheshame, and is st down
at the right hand of thethrone of God.” By, Jesusknowing and understanding God splan for His
life hereoneath, it wasajoy for Him to take uponHimself all our sinsandiniquiti es, our sicknesses
and dseasesand dein ou place

Why was it ajoy for Jesusto dothat? Because Jesus had more than “information” from the
Word of God,He dso had “revelation,” from the Word of God, given Him by the Holy Spirit. When
someone has “information” and “revelation,” they can endure anything in between. Revelation, is
knowing the end from the beginning.

Thesewordscameto meoneday, “ Comeup hither, and | will shew theethingswhich must
behereafter.” That's ecing of revelation! WhentheHoly Spirit showsyouthingsto come, that’'s
revelationthat will surpassall i nfformation. When you have “revelation” of the end,youcan endue
everything between nowv and the end. No matter what happens, you knav the end. When the Holy
Spirit shows you the end result, faith will t ake over and “faith overcomes the world” (1 John 54).

The Holy Spirit wants Christians to come up higher, to go from information to revelation;
whereby we can walk by faith and nd by sight! When we have revelation d the end result, we can
believe beyondthe drcumstances.

Getting revelation from information involves gaying with the Word of God urtil the
manifestation comes. It swaiting uponthe LORD for the endresults, na getting ahead of God. Not
trying to bring to passthat which God wants to bring to pass God daesn’t want youto doit. He
wants to doit through you. He gives you the information, and He wants to kring it to pass

Revelation produwcesfaith. Faith bringsthemanifestation.Informationwithou therevelation
fails. But information with revelation produces faith and faith brings the manifestation. Romans
10:17 says, “ So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” Revelation
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comes by heaiing and heaing. It'sa @ntinuows heaing of information urtil the revelation comes.
When the revel ation comesthe Word of God bkecomes ali ve. When the Word becomes alive within
your spirit, you knav that you knaw you have whatsoever the Word promised.

Thisworksin every areaof our lives. Whatsoever we have neal of, it comesoncewereceve
therevelationfrom theinformation. As an example, the Scripture says, “ by whose stripesyewere
healed” (1 Peter 2:24). If we continuowsly hea the Word of God concerning “ by whose stripesye
were healed,” it will get down into ou heat. Then, with the heat we believe we “are already
healed.” When we believe with ou heat that we “are already healed,” we mnfessit with ou
mouth and the manifestation comes. But, if al we haveisinformation from the Word o God, that
“by whose stripes ye were healed,” confessng it from our mouth dces nat produce immediate
results. We first must go from information to revelation, then, when we have it in ou heat, and
confessit with our mouth, we get immediate results. Romans 10:10says, “ For with theheart man
believeth unto righteousness and with the mouth confesson is made unto salvation.”

Meditating uponthe Word of God, reaing and heaing it urtil it getsinto ou heat, brings
“revelation.” Revelation kringsconfesson. Confesson kringsmanifestation. Thisdoesnot rule out
continually “confesgng.” Confesson krings heaing, and heaing bringsrevelation,andthen, when
it’sin ou heat, ou confesson lrings deliverance Therefore, Hebrews 10:23 says, “L et us hold
fast theprofesson of our faith without wavering; (for heisfaithful that promised.)” Theword
“professon,” and “confesson” mean the same thing.

How doweget “revelation” from “information” ? We @ntinueto hea theWord, o meditate
uponthe Word urtil it becomes alive in us. When it beaomes alive, revelation comes that gets the
Wordinto ou heat. Thenwiththe heat webelieve andwith the mouth we confessand Godrewards
usfor our faith.

Thisisnat just for heding. It isfor everything we have need of in our lives. Whatsoever we
ned, if wefirst get the “information” from the written Word of God, then meditate uponit, heaing
and heaing unit we get the “revelation.” When we get the revelation, faith arises, then when we
spedk those things that be not as though they were and they come to pass

We've arealy talked abou living in the Spirit and nd after the flesh. Spirit life is an
abunaant life, na just abarely get along life. God daesn’t think the way man thinks. Abundanceto
Godisjust aseasy asalittl e. God knavshow to supdy whatsoever we need, abundantly. Godisnot
limited as to what He can do.There ae nolimitsto God.

Let me give an example from a testimony of a pastor. This pastor knows how to get
information, and then revelation, then ad uponthe revelationin faith. Although he was gill i n the
learning stages, hetold of atime he and hswife neaded a ca. They wanted to buy agoodcar. Not
anew ca, bu agoodcar that would give them goodservice They went to adedership to look for
agood wsed car. At the dedership, the salesman said to them, if you can wait until Saturday, we're
going to have an auction here. Youwill be &leto get abetter ded at that auction.

They left and went home and kept in the Word and prayer. Seeking the LORD to help them
get agoodca. When Saturday came, they went to the auction at that dedership. The salesman told
them, “now go andfindthe ca youwant, andstand by it. Whenthe auctionee comesto you,tell him
what youwill givefor the ca.” They looked aroundand saw a ca, in goodcondtion. The priceon
thecar was$11,500.They stood by the ca, whil ewaiti ng for the auctionea to cometo them. While
waiting they kept in prayer, asking the LORD how much to dffer for the ca. While waiting and
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praying this pastor picked upin his girit $2,200.He did have astruggle in his mind abou the
amourt. The pricewas marked $11,500and he was heaing $2,200.

When the auctionee cameto the ca he asked “what will yougivefor thisca”? It was hard
for him to say, $2,200s0 hequickly said $3,000The auctionee said, “it’syours’! After he said that
this pastor said to himself, what afodl, | could have had it for $2,200.

GodisaGod d abundance God daesn’t look at things the way man looks at things. God's
Word says, “If thou canst believe, al things are possble to him that believeth” (Mark 9:23).
Oncewe get the answer from the LORD, thenit’supto usto believe. If wewill believe God, spirit
lifeisalife of dbundance na just enough to get along.

First, we neal information,then we neal revelation. Then we ask and kelieve, and God daes
therest. It'snot up to us to cause the manifestation. God causes the manifestation, after we have
dore ou part. When we live in the spirit, we shoud also walk in the spirit. Life in the spirit is an
abunaant life (John 1010).

Therewas atime when | needed anewer vehicle. | had abou 235,000miles onmy vehicle.
It didn’'t passemisson'stest. So, | dedded na totry to get it to pass bu instead get anewer vehicle.
| cdled aroundthat evening andfound ot that | could exped to pay abou $3,500for avehiclelike
| wanted.

The next day, | stopped at one dedership andthey didn't have the type of vehicle | wanted.
The next dedership | went to had just the vehicle | wanted. When | first talked to the salesman, he
showed methevehicle. He started upthe engine andit ran grea, almost so quet youcould na hea
it running from inside the vehicle. Everything onthe vehiclelooked gred. The priceonthewindow
was $6,900.

Thesalesmanlooked at my vehicle andsaid, “What if | could get youthat vehiclefor $5,000
andyoursin trade?’ | didn't try to get him to come down, | only said, “I’'m not in ahurry, | have a
lot of time before | need to buy avehicle, I'll just kegy looking.” Right away, he said, “What if |
could get it for youfor $4,500would youtakeit?” Again, | said,“I’'mnot inahurry, thisisthefirst
vehicle | saw that is what | want.” Right away, he said, “What abou if | could get it for you for
$4,000and your vehicle, then would you buy it?” Once again, | said, “I'll just kegp looking around,
| dorit haveto beinahurry to buy one.” Then hesaid, “What if | could get it for youfor $3,500and
your vehicle, thenwould you buy it?” | thensaid, “If youcan get it for mefor $3,500and my vehicle,
you'll twist my aam and I’'ll buy it.” He said, “let’ stry it. I'll make out the papers and take them to
the office If they agreg then the vehicleis yours.” He made out the papers and within ten minutes
he was back. He said, “ Y ou can have the vehicle for $3,500and your’sin trade, it’s your vehicle.”
| went and cleaned ou my vehicle and got the money and was badk within abou an hou or so. The
vehicleisgrea, and still going gred.

First we nead information, then we neeal revelation, then we have faith to believe and the
LORD worksout the detail sfor us. Wedon't haveto try to chisel and bargain for aded. When you
know how much you shoud pay, just let the LORD work out the ded. Godiswell ableto work all
things together for your good (Rom. 8:28).

Getting badk to “revelation.” Revelationis more important than “information.” When God
movesin our lives, it happens by revelation, nd just information. Many Christians have made the
mistake of operating by “information,” withou “revelation.” Let me giveyouan example: A pastor
was trying to get a diild delivered from ademonic spirit. The dild had a cndtionthe world cdls
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“epil eptic seizures.” Christians have “information,” knowing these ae caised by demonic adivity.
Knowing what others have taught, he started by trying to bind the spirits over the dild. For quite
sometime, he prayed andtried to bind the spirits withou results. Finely, for somereason d other,
the pastor sat onthe diildto hdd him down whil e binding the spirits. The dil d suff ocated and ded.
The pastor receved abou 2 and a half yeasin prisonfor the deah of the dild.

When Christians ad uponinformation orly, it doesn’t work. We must have “revelation”
aong with the information. God supgdies “information,” so that He can give us “revelation,” to do
what He desires to do.But, ading upon“information” only, many times learses us ading withou
God, on ou own.

There seeamsto be more Christians ading upon®information” only, than there ae ading on
“revelation.” Yet, being that Godis God, andwe canna control what God wants to do,when He
desiresto dosomething, sometimeswe canreceve “revelation” withou having prior “information.”

When Peter said to Jesusin Matthew 16:16,“Thou art the Christ, the Son of theliving
God,” he had “revelation,” withou first having “information.” Peter did na have any information
to go by, all He had was “revelation’”

Because that Peter had “revelation” withou “information” we seethat thisis the ultimate
plan of God for everyone. God gives us “information,” but God operates through people by
“revelation” The dwrch of Jesus Christ will be built by the LORD, by “revelation,” not
“information” only. Information is very important, bu “revelation” is more important than
information.

| like atestimony | head of aman who krew the voiceof God,when God spoketo him. God
told thisindividual to go to the arport and get aticket to go to India. He had “information,” and he
thought hehad “revelation,” also. Hewent to the arport withou any money to buy aticket, knoving
Godsent him. Whilein thelineto get aticket, hewaited urtil he was the next personto get aticket.
But, he had nomoney and no ore caneto give him aticket. He got upset with God, and got out of
line. He went into the men’s room, there he aied ou to God, “God, why did You dothisto me? |
don't have any money, and | dorit have aticket. What are Youtrying to doto me?’ God spoke to
him and said, “ Get out of this men’sroom”! When he stepped out of the men’sroom hewasin the
airport in New Delhi India.

Revelation is always more important than “information.” God moves in ou lives by
“revelation,” even if we don't have complete “information.” Many times we recave aword of
knowledge, withou previousinformation. A word of knowledgeis*“revelation,” first, whereby we
canreceve “information.” Like with Peter in Matthew 16:16, we muld say, Peter recaved aword
of knowledge, first, then Jesus gave him “information” later.

Always keegp in mind, God gives us “information,” but God operates by “revelation.” We
must nat be in ahurry when we receve “information,” but meditate uponthe information urtil we
recave “revelation.” Then, when we have “revelation,” we know we aein the perfea will of God,
at theright time.

33



WHY SOME HAV E INFORMATION
BUT NOT REVELATION

Therearemany Christianstoday, getting their informationfrom other sources, other than the
Word of God. Some rely uponwhat they hea from others cdli ng themselves pastors, teaders, etc.
Some get their information from tranglations of Bibles that are aresult of man’s ideas of what the
Bible shoud say, rather than what it acuall y said in the Hebrew, Chaldean, and Greek, “the original
manuscripts.” Others get their information from what they have head atherstead. Y et, the Bible
teades, we shoud be getting our information from the Word of God, nd the words of men. It a'so
teades that our information shoud be @nfirmed, o witnessed by the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 2:14,1
John 227).

The Biblerevedswhy some men fail and why some men succeel. Take the example of the
apostle Paul. Paul, (whowas Saul in the beginning) waswell educaed in the Scriptures. Heleaned
under Gamaliel, adoctor of thelaw, who had areputationamong all the people. Thereby, Paul knew
the Scriptures by intell edual knowledge, but not by revelation. Paul was doing the oppasite of what
the LORD wanted him to do.He was perseauting Christians.

On the way to Damascus, the LORD said, “ Saul, Saul, why perseautest thou me?” (Acts
9:4). Why did the LORD say that? Paul had alot of information, bu not revelation. Once Paul
understood he was going against the LORD, He changed his ways (was converted to believing the
LORD) andlater becane an apostle (sent one). Paul receved “revelation” ontheway to Damascus,
and “revelation” from the LORD gives us faith.

Paul had information from the written Word of God, bu not “revelation” from the Holy
Spirit. Once he got “revelation” from the LORD, he had faith to continue his course unto the end.
Youwill naticethat Paul seansto have receved more “revelation” from God than any of the other
writers of the New Testament.

Christians need “information” from the Word of God. Jesusfirst got “information,” then He
got “revelation.” Paul first got “information,” then he got “revelation.” Everyone who comesto the
LORD and serves Him, will first get “information,” and then it’s up to them to get “revelation.”
Revelation comes from the Holy Spirit as He bea's a witnessto the Word of God.

InRomans 1:17it tellsus, “thejust shall li ve by faith.” Thenin Romans 10:17it says, “ So
then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word (rhema) of God.” Did you ndice it
mentions heaing twice?! It doesn’t come by just heaing once It comeswhen we meditate day and
night onthe Word of God. Aswe ntinue to meditate on the Word of God, it becomes alive, a
living word. We get “revelation” by meditating day and nght on the written Word of God. When
we keep heaing and heaing the Word it will beaome “rhema” (aliving Word) to us.

The Word of Godthat Christians need the most is the “rhema.” Look at what Jesus said in
John6:63,“ It isthespirit that quickeneth (makesalive); theflesh profiteth nothing: thewords
(rhema) that | speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.” When we meditate on the
written Word, the Holy Spirit brings the living Word to us. It becomes “revelation,” not just
information. The flesh daes nat profit but the new creaure in Christ does profit.

Christians need “revelation” from the Holy Spirit. This revelation will give them faith to
believeandreceve. Faith comeswhenwehaverevelation d what theWord of Godsays. Thasewho
do nat have revelation do no ad upan the Word of God. By not ading uponthe Word o God,
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nothing happens. They can spe&k words, bu nathing happens. Their words are not empowered by
the Holy Spirit. They arelike “idle” words goken withou authority.

When Christianshave “revelation” from the Holy Spirit, they can speek wordswith authority
and the manifestation comes. It’s like someone trying to dred traffic onabusy stred corner. If a
bystander steps out into the intersedion andtriesto dred traffic, he auld get run dovn. But, if a
paliceman steps out in the intersedion and starts to dired traffic, the drivers of the cars obey him.
Why? Because the pdliceman knows he has authority, he has revelation d his position as a
paliceman.

When Christians get revelation d their pasition in the body of Christ, and knawv their
authority, then when they speak the demonslisten and oley. It’ slikethe seven sonsof Scevain Acts
19:14,16.They tried to cast out ademon in the name of Jesus as the gostle Paul did. They did na
have “revelation” from the Holy Spirit, and he did na come out, but overtook them instead.

When Christiansgo around dang things becaisethey saw othersdoit, they usuall y fail . But,
when they recave revelationfrom the Holy Spirit it works every time. God rever fail sus, when the
Holy Spirit gives revelation. We have aknowing within us that overcomes whatsoever is withou.
As it saysin 1John 44, “Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because
greaterishethat isinyou, than hethat isin theworld.” It’ simportant to have “information” that
“greaterishethat isin you, than hethat isin theworld.” But if it isgoing to do s any good,we
must also have “revelation’ that, “greater ishethat isin you, than hethat isin theworld.”
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HOW TO PREPARE
FOR THE WORK OF THE MINISTRY

We know that it is nat we who shoud be doing the works, bu God working in us and
through us. How, then dowe prepare for this work?

Thefirst thing to understand is that, it is not of the flesh, bu of the Spirit. It isnot to be a
natural operationfrom our mind, bu aspiritual operationfrom our spirit. It isnot something we can
understand in the natural, but we need spiritual understanding.

How can we get this giritual understanding? What shoud we do orcewe aeborn again of
the Spirit? In Psalm 37:3-5 it tellsus how Godworksin ou lives and what we must do. It starts by
saying, “ Trust intheLORD, and do goal; so shalt thou dwell in theland, and verily thou shalt
be fed” (Psa. 37.3). We must first lean to “trust in the LORD, and do goal.” These two go
together, trusting in the LORD and dang good.If we do that, we will seeGod supplying all our
needs acording to His working within us.

We nealto be spending asmuch time aspassble, studying the Bible, and praying. Themore
time we spend studying the Bible and praying the more God will reved to usfrom His Word.

Then Psalm 37:4 says, “ Delight thyself also in the LORD; and he shall give theethe
desiresof thineheart.” Hereiswhere many Christians havefailed, nd knowing what the Spirit of
Godis saying. The word “delight” in the Hebrew means, “make yourself soft and diable,” that is,
ready to dowhatsoever the Spirit of God leals youto do.But the biggest mistake most Christians
make, isin what they think the LORD is saying by “and he shall give theethe desires of thine
heart.” It doesn’t say, He will give you your desires. It says, “He will put His desires in your
heart.” It's not what you want to do. It'swhat He wants youto do.

Oncethe LORD puts Hisdesires in your heat, then verse 5 foll ows, saying, “ Commit thy
way untothe LORD; trust alsoin him; and heshall bringittopass” If youare soft and diable,
andyou knaw thedesiresthe LORD hasput inyour heat, then* Commit thy way untothelL ORD;
trust alsoin him; and heshall bringit to pass” By thisit will be God dang Hiswill i nyour life,
nat you dang what you think God wants you to do.

All of thislines up with what Jesus sid abou Himself. He didn't doHiswill, He did orly
the will of the Father. It wasn’t Him doing the works. It was the Father in Him doing the works.

We must lean hav God works, by His Spirit. We must lean to knov what is of God and
what isof theflesh. Welean thesethingsby trustingin the LORD and dang only that which pleases
the Father. Welean also that by praying in the Spirit. Wereceaverevelationfrom theWord, o the
mysteries of God (1 Cor. 14:2). Godrevedsthingsto uswhilewe ae praying in unknown tongues.
Our faith is built up while praying in the Holy Spirit (Jude 1:20).

Oncewehave prepared ouselvesfor thework of the ministry, then wemust continueto trust
in the LORD as we do the work of the ministry. In dang the will of the Father, we must do it the
way the Father saysto doit, na the way man dcesit.

Thereligionsof theworld gather together all they can convinceto join them to worship their
gods. They advertizein all sorts of ways. They raise money in al sorts of ways. Then they build for
themselves places of worship, using the same means that the world uses, setting up rules and
regulations.

Thisisnot theway the LORD buil dsHis Church. Weneed to foll ow the LORD’ Sway, dang
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the will of the Father as He has told usin His Word. We must kegp in mind, we ae nat told to do
things by our power, na by our might, but by His Spirit (Zedh. 4:6). The work of the ministry isto
be dore by thase who are in the Kingdom of God.

In the Kingdom of God, the Holy Spirit isthe Onethat direds all things here oneath. You
will naticein Acts 1:1,2it tells us the LORD put the Holy Spirit in charge of al things after He
ascended to be & theright hand d the Father. It was the Holy Spirit who chase Paul and Barnabas,
and sent them out in Acts 13:2. It was the Holy Spirit that forbid them pread in Asia (Acts 16:6).
It was the Holy Spirit that suffered them not to go to Bithynia (Acts 16.7).

You will naticethat it is the Holy Spirit that controls al the gifts of the Spirit listed in 1
Corinthians 127-11. The Holy Spirit also sets them in their pasitionin the body of Christ (1 Cor.
12:28).

We also will naticethat no ore cmes to Jesus, lest the Father draws them (John 644,695.
The new birth isawork of God, nd of man (John 113). The baptism in the Holy Spirit is by the
LORD, or by the Father (Matt. 3:11, Mark 1:8, Luke 3:16,John 133,1416). The anointing is the
Holy Spirit workingin us(1 John 227), just as Jesuswas anointed with the Holy Spirit (Acts10:38).
In Acts 2:47 we seeit isthe LORD that adds to the Church such that shoud be saved.

When we understand these things, then we can know how to dothework of the ministry. As
we look in the Old Testament, we seetypes and shadows of how to dothe work of the ministry.
Those who are cdled to the ministry are smilar to Abraham, who was cdled by the LORD.
Abraham didn’'t chocse the LORD, the LORD chase Abraham (Gen. 12:1-3, Acts 7:2,3). Thaose
cdled into the ministry in the New Covenant were dhosen by the LORD, they didn’'t choose Him,
He dhose them (John 1516).

Onething of importance mncerning Abraham is, Hetried to olbey the LORD. Hedidn't try
to dothings himself, even though he fail ed at times, he was quick to dothat which the LORD told
him to do.That isan important type and shadow for those in the ministry.

Ancther type and shadow from thelife of Abraham isthat in Genesis13:17,the LORD said
to Abraham, “ Arise, walk through theland in thelength of it and in the breadth of it; for | will
give it unto thee” In Deuteronamy 11:24 the LORD repeaed His promise to Moses, saying,
“Every placewhereon thesolesof your fed shall tread shall beyours: from thewildernessand
L ebanon, fromthe river, the river Euphrates, even unto theuttermost sea shall your coast be.”
Again, in Joshua 1:3, the LORD made the same promise to Joshua, saying “ Every placethat the
sole of your foat shall tread upon, that havel given unto yau, as | said unto Moses.” Thenin
Psalm 2:8, we have apromise of the LORD, when He said, “ Ask of me, and | shall givetheethe
heathen for thineinheritance, and the uttermost partsof the erth for thy possesson.”

It isthewill of Godthat none shoud belost. Therefore, we ae to inherit into the body of
Christ all theheahen, thosewhoarenot bornagain. They areour inheritance Asaninheritance, they
are not something we use, misuse, or abuse. They areto be our brothers and sistersin the LORD.

How dowe acomplish this? We walk throughou the land, claiming our inheritance, “the
heahen into the body of Christ.” We pray them in, nd trying to trick them into saying asinner’s
prayer, bu pray them in.

A pastor friend d minetold methat when he was pasturing a cetain church, helived abou
four blocks away. Many times he would walk bad and forth from his home to his church. As he
walked by the homes between the dhurch and hishouse hewould pray, “LORD, | claim thisfamily
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into the kingdom of God.” Then hewould say, “Holy Spirit, | release Y outo minister to thisfamily,
and draw them into the family of God.” Then hewould addto that, “Holy Spirit, bring them tojoin
my church, and kecome members of my church.” He would pray over ead howse erery time he
walked by.

Hetold me, it tookafew yeas, bu every family between hishouse andthe church ended up
coming to his church andjoining. He never went house to hotse to witnessto them, he just prayed
over eat hotse & he walked by. The Holy Spirit brought them into his church.

| recdl thetestimony of awoman whowas awitch for Satan. She worked her way upto ore
of the highest position Satan has to dffer. She even had a diild of her own that she saaificed to
Satan. She led in many Satanic adivities.

Then the LORD sent awoman from ancther State, who came and walked aroundthe block
where this witch lived for forty-days. Every day, praying in the Spirit and kinding the powers of
darkness She daimed this witch into the kingdom of God. She asked the Holy Spirit to bring her
in.

After forty-days, this witch said she was sck and thought she was going to de. She would
go into her prayer closet where she dways prayed and spoke to her spirit guides, bu she could na
contad the evil spirit redm. In fina desperation, the day she thought she would de, she cdled on
the LORD. Foll owing that she mntaded some Christiansthat were praying for her deli verance She
recaved the LORD, and after a few yeas of fellowship with ather Christians, she entered the
ministry, bringing many into the kingdom of God.

Through prayer and taking the authority we have a Christians, we can cdl uponthe Holy
Spirit to minister to thelost and kring them in. The Holy Spirit isawaysready to dothewill of God
in ou liveswhen we ak Him.

We pray acording to thewill of God, that the Holy Spirit will draw them to Jesus, andthey
recaveHim astheir LORD and Savior. Wepray, “ Thy kingdom come. Thy will bedonein earth,
asit isin heaven” (Matt. 6:10). We pray that the LORD will add to the Church, dally, such as
shoud besaved (Acts2:47). Wepray, “theL ord of theharvest, that hewill send forth labourers
into hisharvest” (Matt. 9:38).

TheBiblesays. “ Theeffedual fervent prayer of arighteousman avail eth much” (James
5:16). In 1John 514,15it says,

And thisisthe mnfidencethat we havein him, that, if we ask any thing according to

hiswill, he heareth us:

And if weknow that hehear us, whatsoever weask, weknow that we havethepetitions

that we desired of him.

When we pray according to the will of God, He will answer our prayer. We will seethe unsaved
come into the body of Christ. We will seethewill of God keing dorein ou lives.

Y et, we must remember, doit the way the Word tell sus, nat the way the world dces things.
Don't dowhat you seeothersdo, thinking it will work for you also, theway it worked for them. We
must first “hea from God,” “ seein the spirit” or have “revelation” from the Holy Spirit. When we
“hea from God,” “ seein the spirit” or have “revelation” from the Holy Spirit, we know within
ourselvesit will bedore! It’ sthat knowing within ouselvesthat “it will be dore” that gives usthe
faith to dothe works that Jesus did.

There are some who have tried to dowhat the pastor | mentioned did. They went abou
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spe&king over houses, cdling on the Holy Spirit to bring them into their church and ndhing ever
happened! Why, becausethey werelike aparrot, speaking what they head athers ek, dang what
they head athersdid. TheHoly Spirit isnot in onthat! We must first hea from the Holy Spirit, then
dowhat He says!

If wewill meditate uponthe Word of God,and ray in the Spirit, the Holy Spirit will “spe&k
to us,” let us“seeinto the spirit redm,” or give us “revelation,” asto what to doand haw to doit.
Then, when we follow the leading of the Holy Spirit, it will be dore. Yet, we know, that if we
meditate uponwhat the Bibleteadtes, with knowvledge of what the Spirit of God hasdoreinthelives
of others, it will help us to recave “revelation” on hav to do what the Spirit wants us to do,and
when to doit.

It's important that we first get the “information,” then wait, and meditate upon that
information urtil we get the “revelation.” Oncewe get the “revelation,” then we can apply our faith
and seethe manifestation.We must be caeful, na to dowhat Abraham did in Genesis16. Abraham
drealy had “information” in Genesis 15, that his heir would be his child, nd his srvant. But,
Abraham did na have “revelation” as to hov God was going to give Abraham a cild. Withou
“revelation” from God, Abraham harkened to the voice of Sarah and had a dhild with Hagar.

That is a good example of what can happen when Christians try to do the work of the
ministry withou first getting “revelation” from God on hev to dowhat God cdl ed them to do.They
may have “information” that God dd cdl them into the ministry. But, before they go to dothe work
of theministry, they also nead “revelation” from God concerning “how to dowhat God cdl ed them
to do”

Abraham listened to Sarah, and had a son with Hagar. The result of that operation d the
flesh, caused Abraham much dfficulty. It also wasthe caise of many problemsfor Christianstoday.
Not that the descendants of Ishmad are not good people. It is nat the descendants of Ishmad, it is
the spirit that tries to control the descendants of Ishmad. There ae many Christians today that are
descendants of Ishmael. They are loved by God just as much as any other Christians are. It’s the
spirits of thisworld that work through those descendants of Ishmad that do nd recevethe LORD,
and kecome born again of the Spirit.

Had Abraham waited urtil hegot the “revelation” that Sarah would bethe mother of his n,
the whole situation d the descendants of Ishmad would na have happened. Those who are cdled
into the ministry need first “information” then “revelation,” before they start doing the work of the
ministry that they have been cdled to.

Let’stake another example from the Bible. In 2Chronicles16:1it tellsus, “In thesix and
thirtieth year of the reign of Asa Baasha king o Israel came up aganst Judah, and built
Ramah, totheintent that hemight let nonego aut or comeinto Asaking of Judah.” King Asa
knew it was the will of God that the dhildren o Israd would go upto Jerusalem threetimes ayea
to worship. Asa had information concerning the will of God, bu he did na have revelation.
Therefore, Asa made aleague with Benhadad king of Syria (atype of the world system), to bregk
hisleague with Baasha, king of Israd, andjoin Asato fight against Baasha. With thisleague, King
Asa did stop King Baasha from buil ding the wall sto prevent the dhildren of Israd from coming to
Jerusalem to worship.

What King Asadid, washe ad¢ed upon‘information” but did nd seek “revelation” from the
LORD. Therefore, “at that timeHanani theseer ameto Asaking of Judah, and said unto him,
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Beausethou hast relied on theking of Syria, and not relied on the LORD thy God, therefore
is the host of the king of Syria escaped out of thine hand” (2 Chron. 167). Acting upon
“information” withou revel ationcan cause moreproblemsfor thoseintheministry. In verse9it tell s
us, “ For the gyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole erth, to shew himself
strong in the behalf of them whose heart is perfed toward him. Herein thou hast done
fodlishly: therefore from henceforth thou shalt have wars.”

Itiswisdom towait uponthe LORD for “revelation” before acingupon“information.” There
are many ways in which God can use to give you the “revelation” you reed. For more than ayea,
| knew the LORD cdl ed meinto the ministry. But | did na start in the work of the ministry until the
LORD used an evangelist to confirm, when | shoud start the work the LORD called meto. Even
then, | first went to Bible Schod for two yeas, before | started the work of the ministry.

When it was reveled me to start the ministry work, | was at a meding in ancther State. At
abou themidd e of the service, the evangeli st looked toward me andsaid, “ Thereis smebody right
in here (pointing toward me), you have aministry. Youre involved in a businessof some type
aroundalot of eledronics and tubes.” He then said, “But you have aministry also, and you have
been praying for God to open the doars for your ministry part of your life. | want to say ‘Merle.””
Pointing toward me, he said, “is there anybody right in here named Merle?’ | knew within myself
he was talking to me, so | stood up.Hethen said, “Brother Merle, | want youto walk up rere. God
isgoing to let you start your ministry by laying handsonthisman” (ancther personwho cameupto
recave heding from atumor on hs gomad).

Then he asked me, “Brother Merle, havel ever talked to you kefore?’ | answered, “No, you
haven't.” Then he asked, “Do you work arounda lot of eledronics and tubes and wires and so
forth?” | answered, “Yes, I’vebeen inthe Television bisinessfor 12yeas.” He asked, “Isthisyour
first time here?’ | answered, “Yesitis.”

Foll owing that, the evangelist said, “Brother Merle, God says aslong as you live, you are
going to spe&k the words of Spirit andlife. Your ministry isjust starting. The word of wisdom, gift
of knowledge, and dscerning of spirits.”

Asl walked bad to my sea (I wasabou thirty fed from the evangeli st and abou thirty fee
from my seat), | head the audible voice of God, saying, “ And out of your hands sall flow the
power of healing asyou lay them upon the sick.”

When you hea the audible voiceof God,and knaw it’s God and nd ancther voice you can
be sure He will bring it to pass Following that day, dmost every person| laid my hands uponand
prayed for them got heded. It didn’'t make ay diff erencewhat kind d sicknessor diseasethey had.
| head the voiceof God sped that to me. Not only did | hea it, but five other people with me head
it. When God spe&ks, He speaksinthe NOW, and Helivesin the NOW. Therefore, when the Spirit
of God leads, | know that when | lay my hands uponthose that believe they will recover.

To dothe work of the ministry, we must not be doing things just because we saw others do
it. It must come from our spirit, whereit isthe Holy Spirit within us, giving us the “revelation” or
whatever is nealed at the time to dothe works that Jesus did.

Inyour lifehere oneath youshoud always be conscienceof thefad that youarebornagain
of the Spirit. Godis your Father. Heaven isyour home. Y ou are an ambassador for Christ. Youare
not hereto doyour will of the flesh, bu the will of God operating in the redm of the Spirit. Y our
days onthis eath arelimited, but your lifein heasen isforever.
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THE JUST SHALL L IVE BY FAITH

As Christians, the new covenant is based uponfaith, nd works of the flesh. Therefore, we
must understand haw “true faith” works.

In Romans 4:18, it spe&ks of the faith of Abraham, whois cdled the father of all wholive
by faith. It says, “W ho aganst hope believed in hope, that hemight beacomethefather of many
nations, according to that which was goken, So shall thy seed be.”

Thereisalot taught abou faith. But the only true faith that will endure until the endisthe
faith it isin God. Jesus sid in Mark 11:22, “Have faith in God.” Only what God hes sid He
would do, nd what we want God to do.Whenever we put our faith in what we can do, it will fail.
When it’s what we want to do,there may seam to be some results for ashort time, bu in the fina
outcome it will fail.

As Christians, we must overcomethe caises of doult and unialief, and operatein the* God
kind of Faith,” the faith that comes from God and works through us. That isthe only kind d faith
that God honas. It is His faith operating through us.

Abraham did na put faithin anything he could do.Hebased al hisfaith uponthat which the
LORD said to him. First, Abraham had “information.” In Genesis 15:4, the LORD gave His Word
to Abraham, that his heir would be hisown son, nd his srvant. Aswefollow thelife of Abraham,
weseg hehad “information,” that hewould bethefather of a diild. Y et, walking in the natural, and
not in the Spirit, in Genesis 16, Abraham listened to Sarah, and hed a diild with Hagar. Abraham
did na wait until he got “revelation” from the LORD onthe “information” he had.

But, the LORD isfaithful. In Genesis 17, God spoke to Abraham and told him that Sarah
would have a tild, and he shall be the heir that the LORD promised Abraham already in Genesis
15. Now, Abraham was able to get some “revelation” from the “information” he recaved yeas
before. In Genesis 18,the LORD appeaed to Abraham and said to him, * At thetime appointed |
will return unto thee according to thetime of life, and Sarah shall havea son” (Gen. 1814).
Now, Abraham could apply hisfaith, withou doult. Romans 4:20,21says,

He staggered not at the promise of God through unbélief; but was grong in faith,

giving gory to God;

And being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able also to perform.

Noticethat therewasalong timebetween thetime Abraham first receved the “information”
(Gen. 15) and the time of the manifestation (Gen. 21). Even before the manifestation could come,
Abraham had to stand in faith “according to that which was promised” (Rom. 4:18).

Everything concerning the birth of Isaag was based upona work of God in the spiritual
redm, na awork of Abraham in the natural redm. It was not what Abraham could do Ly hisown
ability, but what God dd by His ability. All Abraham did was obey the LORD, acording to the
Word hereceved of the LORD.

If we study the Scriptures closely, the birth of Isaacwas already dedared dorein theredm
of the spirit from the foundation o the world. What God hed planned from the foundition o the
world came to passat the gopanted timein the life of Abraham and Sarah.

Therefore, when we look at faith, we must look at God's plan for our lives from the
foundation of theworld. Then lookaat the promisesthat we have been given, acording to HisWord
andHisWill. Thenwehave “information,” to meditate upon.Oncewerecave “revelation” from the
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“information” we can then get thefaithinto ou heat, believe, and*“ speak thosethingsthat be not
asthough they were” and God will bringit to pass

Always remember, everything that will happen onthis eath is acording to what God
planned from thefoundition d theworld. Thisis God scredion, nd ours. It isGod swill t hat will
be dore, na ours. If wefirst seek His Will, then follow His plan, like Jesus did; we will have the
victory which comes by faith.

That which isdorein the flesh canna take the placeof God swill, and God s plan for our
lives. Truefaith comesfrom God.God kegins, and Godfinishes. All wedoiswhat theWord of God
tellsusto do.

Christiansare born again of the Spirit. We ae new creguresin Christ. Now, it’supto usto
lean how to “walk after the Spirit and nd after the flesh” (Rom. 8:1).

To walk after the Spirit, we must walk by faith and dease God. How can we please God?
Hebrews 11:6 tellsus, “without faith it isimpossble to please him...” That being the cae, why
not find ou how to live by faith, for it saysin Hebrews 10:38, “ Now the just shall li ve by faith:
but if any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him.”

Christiansmust leanwhat it meansby living by faith and deasing God? Sometimeswe sean
to makethings o dfficult, when God has made them simple. Y et, the reason they seem so dfficult
to us, isthat we still want to walk after the flesh and nd after the Spirit.

Ancther reason it seams o hard to walk after the Spirit rather than after the flesh is, most
Christiansdorit understandwhat it meansby theflesh andthe spirit. Thefleshisthat whichwewere
borninto thisworld with when wefirst becane ahuman being. Jesus explained in John 36, “ That
which isborn of theflesh isflesh; and that which isborn of the Spirit is irit.” When wewere
born into thisworld, we were born of the flesh. That included, ou bodes, ou mind, ou intelled,
reasoning, will , emotions, andetc. Asahuman being, wewereflesh. Welived acording totheflesh,
for wedid nd know any other way to live. Everything we did, was acarding to the flesh.

But, when wewereborn again o the Spirit, we becane spirit in Christ Jesus. The diff erence
being, wewerein Adam and orcewewereborn again we aethenin Christ. In 1 Corinthians15:22
it makes the distinction, saying, “ For asin Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made
alive.”

Because of alot of bad teating within the body of Christ, many do not understand, they
wereintheflesh, bu now they arein the Spirit. Romans 8:9 says, “ But yeare not in theflesh, but
in the Spirit, if so bethat the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit
of Christ, heisnoneof his.” Doesthis mean that we ae“a spirit”? No, it does nat. It means we
were®in Adam,” and nav we ae“in Christ.” We aestill “a living soul,” just aswe werein the
beginning. But we aenolonger in theflesh, but inthe Spirit. Wewere“in Adam” and nov we ae
“in Christ.”

Beforewewereborn again, welived by the words of men. Wewere taught by people. In the
beginning we were taught by our parents. Then many of us went to some type of schod, and we
leaned the things of thisworld. We leaned to live like the people of the world live.

Now that we aeborn again of the Spirit, we shoud live by the Word of God. If we continue
to live by the words of men, we will continueto live by the flesh and walk after the flesh. But if we
live by the Word of God we will li ve by the Spirit, and nd by the flesh.

That is the main dfference between walking after the flesh or walking after the Spirit. To
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walk after the Spirit we must live by the Word of God. The Word of God always comes before the
words of men. The Spirit alwayscomesbeforetheflesh. The Spirit hascredive powers, bu theflesh
does nat. The Spirit causes the natural things to come into existence, bu the flesh only enjoys the
natural things.

Why did Jesus sy,

Laynot up for your selvestreasuresupon ear th, wheremoth and rust doth corr upt, and

wherethieves break through and steal:

But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth

corr upt, and wherethieves do not break through nor steal (Matt. 6:19,207?

Mainly, because treasures in heaven last for eternity, whereas the treasures on eath are only
temporal. When we leare this eath, we leave everything behind. But, when we go to heaven, we
enjoy those things in heaven that God hes prepared for us.

There are rewards in heaven for the things we did for God here on eath. Those ae the
treasures Jesus was eking of in Matthew 6:20. When we help someone turn from walking after
the flesh to walking after the Spirit, we lay up treasures in heaven. When we pray for someone and
God answers our prayer, we ae laying up treasures in heaven. When we tead the truth from the
Word of God and ahersrecevethat truth, we lay up tressuresin heaven.

Spiritual things operate by words gpoken. It’ sthe words we spe&k that addto our acourt in
heaven. When we command heding in someone’ s body and they get heded, that’s words goken,
that will | ay uptreasurersin heaven. When we praise Godfor all the goodthingsHe hasdore, that’s
words spoken, and they lay up treasures for us in heaven. When we repent and confessour sins,
that’ s words goken andthey lay up treasures for usin heaven.

Whenever wedothewill of the Father, that’ slaying uptreasuresfor usin heaven. Whenwe
live by faith, it pleases God and that’s laying up treasures for usin heaven. Whatever we do that
pleases the Father, lays up treasures for usin heaven.

On the other side, whatsoever we do after the flesh will naot profit usin heaven. Thefleshis
of thisworld, the Spirit isfrom heaven. The flesh must die that the spirit can live. When we do ou
will , we ae walking after the flesh. When we do the will of God, we ae walking after the Spirit.

When we sow to the flesh, we will regp corruption.When we sow to the Spirit, we will reg
life everlasting (Gal. 6:8). If we love the world and the things of thisworld, we canna please God
(1John 215,16. Weneed to focus our attention onthings above not onthethingsof thiseath (Col.
3:1,2.
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BELIEVE IN GOD

Many people say, “I believe God.” But, what they are truly saying is “1 believe thereis a
god.” Their concept of Godisvery much hunan related. That is, they know thereisagod, and they
adknowledge something or someone & god.

Then there ae many, who cdl themselves Christians, they have Bibles, and they go to
church. They say, “1 believe God,” but what they are saying is“1 believe God exists, and | believe
what | read in the Bible concerning God.” But, what they read is mostly history, they redly do nd
“believein God,” they only believe the history of God. Most of these cdl themselves Christians
becaise someone told them abou God, and they joined a religious order or denomination that
teades from the Bible their theology. Y et, they have na recaved Jesus Christ as their LORD and
Savior. They have accepted the teatings of some religious group that says, becaise they were
baptized in water in some way or other they are Christians.

Then there ae those who are truly born again. They have made the commitment to receve
Jesus Christ as LORD and Savior into their lives. They confess “1 believein God,” but in essence
they areredly saying, “1 believe God.” They do kelieve God, insomuch as they are born again into
the family of God and Godistheir Father. But from that part on, they still li velike the world lives,
waiti ng for the return of the LORD to make thingsright. That againisnat “believing in God,” that
isonly believing what God said ac®rding to what they believe He said.

We can even go further, to those who are truly born again, and fill ed with the Holy Spirit,
and have seen mirades. They have experienced the power of God in their lives, and God hes used
them to help athersalso. But, the bottom lineisthey do“believe God,” but they arelading in their
“believing in God.”

Believingin Godand kelieving Godare still t wo dff erent things. Many of thosewho believe
God, confessJesus as LORD and Savior, are baptized in the Holy Spirit, have been used of Godin
many supernatural ways, bu when it comesto thetrialsandtemptations of thislife they turn to man
for help. They have dl sorts of ways to look to people for help. They seem to have brought God
down to the level of man, rather than bringing man upto the level of God.

“Believing in God,” consists of believing God as our source and supgy of everything we
neel. Not that He caana use cetain natura meansto supdy our neeals, bu that He is the One that
will supgdy our needs, na us.

When we get into this caegory, we must understand God, and His Word, and the working
of the Holy Spirit in ou lives. God hes a plan for this world, and for ead ore of us who are His
children. His plan coincides with the life and teadings of Jesus. Whenever we deviate from what
Jesus taught by word and example, we go badk down to believing “Godis,” but not believing “in
God”

Everyone has fail ed to “believe in God,” at times when they shoud have. Jesusisthe only
onewho rever failed to “believein God.” Abraham believed God, and it was courted urto him for
righteousness(Rom. 4:3). But there were times when Abraham did nd “believe in God,” when it
would have been better if he had.

InGenesis12:10,it tellsus, “ And therewasafaminein theland: and Abram went down
into Egypt to sojourn there; for thefaminewasgrievousin theland.” Abraham was aman that
“believed God,” but when this famine cane, Abraham took it upon hmself to go into Egypt and
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sojourn there. Whilein Egypt, Abraham was afraid for hislife, therefore he told Sarah to tell them
shewas his sster. OncePharaohfound o, he sent Abraham, Sarah, andal he had away, ou of his
courtry.

Did you knaw that the famine was dill there? There was gill afaminein theland, bu now
Abraham had to “believein God,” to supgy all hisneeds during the remainder thefamine. Thereis
adifferencebetween believing God,and“believingin God.” Had Abraham been“ believingin God,
hewould na have had to go to Egypt, and hewould na have had to tell Pharaohthat Sarah was his
sister. Had Abraham “believed in God,” all his needswould have been met, even though there was
afamineintheland.

There was ancther time that Abraham lied abou Sarah being his gster, and ddn't “believe
in God.” In Genesis 20, Abraham went and dwvelt in Gerar. Hefeaed for hislife, andtold Sarah to
tell them shewashis sster. “But God cameto Abimeled in adream by night, and said to him,
Behold, thou art but a dead man, for the woman which thou hast taken; for sheisa man's
wife” (Gen. 203). The endresult wasfor Abraham’sgood, bu had Abraham “believed in God,” he
would na have had to tell them Sarah was his sster.

There are many other examples throughou the Bible of thase who * believed God,” but did
nat “believein God.” InMark 11:22,the King James Versiontellsusthat Jesus sid, “Havefaith
in God.” Having faith “in God,” is*believingin God.” Having faith in any other system, or way to
get our neads met isnot “believing in God,” but ancther system.

Thereisadifferencebetween believing Godand* believingin God.” If wewould believein
God,then Hewill hande dl our situations, andwork all thingstogether for our good.But when we
only believe God, and dothings our way, that isnot “believing in God.”

Let's take another example of some others who have “believed in God,” rather than just
believed God.InDaniel 3:15, king, Nebuchadnezzar, threaened to throw threeHebrew chil dreninto
a burning fiery furnace if they did na bow down and worship an image he had made. These three
Hebrew chil dren answered, saying,

O Nebuchadnezar, we are not careful to answer theein thismatter.

If it beso, aur God whom we serveisableto deliver usfrom theburningfiery furnace

and he will deliver usout of thine hand, O king.

But if not, beit known unto theg O king, that we will not servethy gods, nor wor ship

the gaden image which thou hast set up.

Their answer was very clea. “our God whom we serveis able to deliver us from the burning
fiery furnace and hewill deliver usout of thinehand, O king.” Therewasno questionin their
minds, their God“isable” and“ will deliver” them. In additionthey said, “b ut if you donot throw
usin, we still will not bow down and worship the galden image.” Thisis the difference between
believing God, and “believing in God.” They believed in God and would na change their
commitment to God regardlessof what anyone dse said o did. They “believed in God’ to deliver
them, and dd na rely uponany other means or system to remain alive and serve God.

There ae many other examples of people who have “believed in God,” when they needed
Him. They didn't try to find ancther way, or another system to help them in the time of need.

What abou Christianstoday, dowe beli eve God andfind aher waysto dowhat we say God
cdled us to da? Or do we truly “believe in God” when circumstances arise? Every day,
circumstances arisein ou lives, hov dowe hande them?
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The LORD islooking for thase who will “believein God,” and nd just believe God. Once
we believed God andrecaved Jesus Christ as LORD and Savior, we becane cildren of God.Now,
as children of God, dowe “believein God,” or only believe God?

If wefind ouselvesonly “believing God,” and nd aways“believing in God,” what shoud
we do? We must first get our minds renewed onthe Word of God that we can prove that whichis
that good, and acceptable, and perfed, will of God. Until we get our minds renewed on the Word
of God, we will fail to stand when we need to stand.

There ae anumber of things we must understand from the Word of God.

1. We must understand whowe aein Christ.

2. We must understand who God is, espedally as our Father.

3. Then we must understand what God can and will do.

4. Then we must understand what we can dothrough Christ who dvellsin us.

It's not a matter of what we want to do,it’s a matter of what God wants to dothrough us.

1.“InChrist” we ae anew creaure. Wewere natural peoplelivingintheflesh. But, now we
arespiritual children of Godlivinginthe Spirit of Christ. Weused to operateinthisworld acording
totheflesh. But we aenolonger to operate acordingto theflesh, bu acerding to the Spirit of God
which dwellsin us.

We aenat of thisworld. We ae born again from abowve. Thisis not our home. Our home
isin hearen, where Godisin control of everything. We aenat in control, bu Godisin control, and
we ae only hereto be used of Godto cary out His plans.

Keeuing inmind,we dready have dernal life, andthisisthe samelifewewill li vein heaven
onceweleavethiseath. We begin here oneath and continue onthroughou all eternity aschildren
of God, ban again of the Word and the Spirit. We must get our eyes off this world and the things
of thisworld and onGod and His desire for us while we ae still here on eath.

2.Asbornagain children of God,Godisour true Father. Godcdl sHimself our Father so that
we can understand ou positionin thisworld. Little diildren are not told to dothings ontheir own,
but lookto their Father for all they have nead of. Children of God must come to the understanding,
they areto lean how to livein thislife from their Father, na from the world. We donit have baby
sitters. We have aFather to tead us through His Word.

God the Father wants to be in control of everything we do, nd just the few things we think
we need Godfor. Jesus sid, “My Father is greater than 1” (John 1428). Jesus also said, “ The
Son can do nothing o himself, but what he seeh the Father do: for what things ever he
doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise” (John 519). We don't belong doing things which we
have nat receved a witness from our Father. Then, we dso do not belong dang anything of
ourselves. We aeto be ves=ls of hona for the Father’ s use.

3. We must come to the understanding, thisis God s credion, nd ours. Godisthe aedor
anditisGodiswho deadeswhat shoud bedore and haw it shoud bedonre. Kegoing in mind, there
isnathing too hard for God,and Heis never toolate. What the Bibletell susHe hasdorein the past
in nathing compared to what He can do nav, if we will “believe in God.” God works in the
“supernatural redm,” man works in the natura redm. We shoud be expeding God to work
supernaturally in ou lives, aswe keep ou attention onHiswill .

4. Keep in mind, we ae not of thisworld, therefore we walk after the Spirit, not after the
flesh. Heaven is our home and the supernatural redm of the Spirit is where we live and move and
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have our being. Godisin us, andwe aedeal to ouselves, and“our lifeishid with Christ in God”
(Col. 3:3). “GreaterisHethat isin us, than hethat isin theworld” (1 John 44).

Thereisno reeal to try to dothings of ourselves, for Godiswell ableto sustain usin every
circumstance His power is greder than any other. There is nore that can withstand God. Satan is
no match for God, he is subjed to everything God dces and can’t do anything unlessthe LORD
permits him (Job 16-12, 21-7).

If wekeep ou eyesuponthe LORD andHiswill for our lives, wewill not fail. We must not
let the devil get our eyes off the LORD. It is easy to get bald in the wrong way and say, “Nothing
isimpossble to them that believe,” and then try doing it ourselves withou the diredion d the
LORD. Thisis Satan’s deception, and many have fallen into that trap.

We must kegp a balancein everything we do. Kegoing in mind, God is the aeaor and He
isaso ou Father. We aenat of thisworld, bu we aeinthisworld for one thing, to dothe will of
God the Father.

The Bible is our wegpon against the enemy, it contains the Word of God, which is “the
sword of the Spirit” (Eph. 817). It sawegonwe use to battle “spiritual forces,” aswe standin
defenseastowhowe aein Christ. It’ snat to beused to gain worldly possessons, but to dothework
the LORD has cdled us to do.It's listed as a part of our defensive wegpons, more so than an
offensive wegpon.We do nd need an offensive wegponwhen God is our source and we ae only
doing God swill. There is nathing too herd for the LORD. The offenceis His part. When we ae
doing Hiswill thereis very little we will nead to do, omy that which helps us overcome our flesh.
It is not us doing the works, it is Godin us doing the works.

The best way to overcomeour fleshisto understandcompletely themainreasonswe aehere
on eath, is to dothe will of God, nd our will of the flesh. Then study the Word o God, the
Scripturesthat will help usto overcometheworld by faith. Not faith in what we can do, bafaithin
Godin what He said He would do.

Let’stake an examplefrom thebook d Joshua. We need to study theWord, and nd just read
it. The name “Joshua” was given to Osheathe son d Nunfor apurpose. It isthe same namethat was
given to Jesus, and means the same. Joshua is the Hebrew name for our English name Jesus. Asa
type and shadow of thingsin the natural, we have Jesus to lead us into the promises of God in the
spiritual.

Understanding, we ae nat of thisworld, bu in thisworld to dothewill of God.We operate
intheredm of the spirit, na intheredm of the natural. In dang so, we must understand, the LORD
told Joshuato operateintheredm of the spirit aso, so that what happened in the natural wasaresult
of what took dacein the Spiritual. It's gill t he same for us today, God rever changed.

Look at what the LORD said to Joshua dter telling him to go in and passessthe land!
“There shall not any man be able to stand before theeall the days of thy life: as | was with
Moses, so | will be with thee | will not fail theg nor forsake the€ (Joshua 1:5). The same
appliesto us, if wewill dili gently do all that the LORD instructed usto do.The LORD told usthe
same thing, saying, “observe all thingswhatsoever | have mmmanded you: and, lo, | am with
you alway, even unto the end of theworld. Amen” (Matt. 2820). Thenin Mark 16:15,16,Jesus
said,.

Go yeinto dl theworld, and preach the gospel to every creature.

He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be
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damned.

The word “saved” mean “delivered and poteded.” No matter where He sends us, and nomatter
what He tellsusto do,“Heiswith us,” andwe will be “delivered and poteded.” God will deliver
and proted us by His supernatural power. We do nd need to look for anather way. He will | ead us
and guide us by His Spirit, which noman can stand against.

In Joshua 1:6, the LORD said, “Be strong and of a goal courage: for unto this people
shalt thou dividefor an inheritancetheland, which | sware unto their fathersto gvethem.”
Wearenat tolookfor landinthisworld. That isnot our inheritance But, we aeto pread the gospel
to every nation, for they are our inheritance We ae nat in a battle of flesh and dood, bu a battle
for soulsinto the kingdom of God for all eternity. Our inheritanceis the heahen, those who do no
know the LORD. “Ask of me, and | shall givetheethe heathen for thineinheritance and the
uttermost parts of the erth for thy possesson” (Psalm 2:8).

How areweto acomplishthis? To Joshua, the LORD said, “ Thisbook of thelaw shall not
depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest
observe to do according to al that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way
prosperous, and then thou shalt have goad success' (Joshua1:8). We ae not under the law, but
under grace John 117 says, “For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by
JesusChrist.” TheWord of Godshoud na stopcoming out of our mouth, bu keep it before usday
and night, that we shoud olserveto doall that it tell susin the “New Covenant.” We shoud present
the truth of the Gospel to the whole world that they also can come into the kingdom of Godand ke
“delivered and poteded” in thisworld.

The Apostle Paul said in 1 Corinthians 2:2, “For | determined not to know any thing
among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.” It'snot what we did, o what we can do.It’s
what God dd for usin Christ Jesus onthe Crossof Calvary. What wedointheflesh,isnot pleasing
to God. It'swhat God can dothrough usin the Spirit that is pleasing to God.

It's nat how perfed we can make ourselves. It'show God can perfed us, by HisWord and
His Spirit. Perfedion daes not come by what we do. It comes by what we permit Godto doin us.

Lookat what it saysin Hebrews 13:20,21

Now the God of peace that brought agan from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great

shepherd of the shee, through the blood of the everlasting covenant,

Make you perfed in every goad work to do his will, working in you that which is

wellpleasing in his sght, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever.

Amen.

God wants to perfed us in Christ Jesus. Therefore, Phili ppians 2:13 says, “For it is God which
worketh in you both towill and to do o hisgoad pleasure.”

Kee in mind,“Godis for us, not against us.” Therefore, being born again o the Spirit, it
Says,

If yethen be risen with Christ, seek thosethingswhich are above, where Christ sitteth

on the right hand of God.

Set your affedion on things above, not on thingson the earth (Col. 3:1,2).

Remember, it isnot what we do, it’s what God can dothrough us. We dready have gernal lifein
Christ Jesus, now let us not forget whowe aein Christ, and why we ae still here onthis eath.
“Believein God,” nat just believe God! Believe what God can and will do, if we will put
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Him first in ou lives. It's not just believing Heis God, bu Heis also well able to work al things
together for our good.Hebrews 11:6 says, “ But without faith it isimpossble to please him: for
hethat cometh to God must believethat heis, and that heisarewarder of them that dili gently
seek him.” It'snat just believing Heis God, bu believing He will do whatsoever we ask.

It'snat just believing He will dowhatsoever we ask, bu that He will doit “supernaturally.”
Believe He will open the Red Seathat we can walk aaosson dy land. Believethat He will giveus
manna from heaven every morning, na that some baker will come with atruck and give us sme
bread.

Our believing shoud bein GOD, na just His abilit y to get someone dseto med our neels.
Godisa “supernatura” God. God can and will operatein the “supernatural” redm of the Spirit for
us, if wewill believe“that heisarewarder of them that dili gently seek him.” It isnot any more
difficult for Godto openthe Red Seathanit isfor Him to convincesomeone dseto bring somefood
and daceit at our doarstep.

What kind d aGod dowe have? Onethat hasto operate in the natural redm, or dowetruly
have a GOD that can doall things? The Bible says, “thereis nothing too hard for God!” (Jer.
32:17). That means, the supernatural isnot any harder for Godthan the natural. If youwant to please
God,thenyoumust get rid of all doult and unle&li ef and believe Godfor the “supernatural,” nat just
the natural.

We must be horest with ouselves. Satan isagod, and he does operate in the supernatural.
Satan isableto pu thoughts in the minds of people that they will do them. Satan can cause money
and other things to come to thase who ask “amiss’ (James 4:3), thereby, deceving them to think
it’sGodandlead them infalse operations of the spirit. Therefore, dorit believe every manifestation
of the spirits, bu try the spiritsif they be of God (1 John 41).

Someone told me onetimethat God caused someoneto crash their car into the front of their
house, and as a result they recaved enough money from the insurance to repair the house plus
enough to pay off the mortgage. | think we shoud try the spiritsif they be of God. Godis not out
causing damage to benefit His Children. We have aNew Covenant. The Old Covenant is passd
away (Heb. 813). God daes not have to cause destruction to help someone gain materia things.

As Christians, let’s believe God is agood God, nd one that goes around aestroying others
property to blessHis children. Try the spirits, if they be of God. God is LOVE. Love does not
destroy for personal gain. Real the Thirteenth Chapter of 1 Corinthians and seewhat Love is.
Remember, Godis Love, and God honas faith, and faith works by love (Gal. 5:6).

God is a “supernatura” God, and there is nathing too herd for God. Therefore, when we
cometo God, kelievethat Hewill operateinthe “supernatural” redm to cause whatsoever you have
neeal of to appea. If you have nead of something, it’s arealy in heaven waiting for youto ask in
faith. Believe Godwith your heat, na your head. With all your heat, believethat Godis GOD, and
He will reward you “supernaturally” when you ask.

Most Christians today have gotten to the point that they do nd believe God operatesin the
“supernatural,” anymore, only in the natural. Thisisnat pleasing to God. God is pleased when we
believe HeisGOD, andHewill dowhatsoever we ask infaith. Whowill “believein God,” nat just
believe God?

We have many Christians today, thinking because they are Christians, others sioud send
them money to live onwhil e they dowhat they say God cdl ed them to do.They don't go to Godfor
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what they have need of. Instead, they go to athersin the body of Christ, asking them to help them.
That’ snat what the Bibleteades. They haveturned the Scripturesaroundto benefit themselves. The
Scripture does sy, “ Give, and it shall be given unto you...” (Luke 6:38). What that Scriptureis
talking abou is, if yougive, “God’ will cause othersto give unto you...It doesnot say, “ask others
to giveto you'!

Whatsoever we have need df, “ask God,” and He will supgy all we have nead of acoording
to His ahility. If He wants to use someone dseto give to us, that’s up to God. We aeto ask God,
and let Him deade how He is going to med our neals. Men, trying to use the Scriptures for their
advantage, taketheWord of Godandimply it says smething el serather than what it adually meant.
That isawork of the devil in the minds of people.

Christians must lean to dways, lookto Godfor their needs, na take Scripture and make it
say what they want it to say. That’s not God, that’ s the devil working through the minds of people.
They use Scripture to get othersto dowhat they want them to doto their advantage. It would befar
better to ask Godinsteal. Godiswell ableto take cae of His Children, if they will cometo Him and
believe He “isarewarder of them that dili gently seek him.

For more help in your walk with the LORD, there ae many Free Books avail able by
downloading from our Web sites. These Books will help youin every areaof your life. Go to:
www.handsforjesus.org
www.handsforjesus.cc
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