The LIVING
HORD

Mini-Book
Part2

MERLE E. KOEFKE

Statement of Agreament, and condtions of use.

The information contained in this bookremains the property of Hands For Jesus, Inc. Y ou may
E-Mail thisfile to your friends, neighba's, or whosoever you desire. They also must agreewith
the foll owing condti ons concerning reproducing this bookin any other form than this original
form. No copy of thisbook isto be used for any type of profit, monetary or non-monetary,
exchange, or other.

No copy of this FreeBook may be reproduced " in any other form or any type of profit,
monetary or non-monetary, exchange, or other." It isonly to be used to tead, edify, buld up,
and encourage yourself and ahers. You may reproduceit " in thisform (asit is)" with the

foll owing agreement of Hands For Jesus, Inc. Any other useisin violation d this agreement.

This agreement al ows youto produce for your own leaning and teading, One (1) copy. You
may produce twenty-five (25) additiona copies for teading purposes where you are involved.

If for some reason you fed you reed more than twenty-five (25) additional copies of this Free
Book, you must contad us by mail at Hands For Jesus, Inc. P.O. BOX 18655,MILWAUKEE,
WI 532180655. Youwill receve areply by Mail.

Every copy you print out of this FreeBook must include, onthe first pages, this entire agreament
statement. Plus it must include your statement of intention d use and your full name. Any copies
of thisbookwithou this agreament onthe first pages, including your statement of intention o
use and your full name, will be cnsider aviolation d your rights.

Include below, your statement of intention d use. Also include your complete name (signature).
Thismust beincluded in every copy you davnload and grint out from Hands For Jesus, Inc.

Full Name:
Intention o use:

Thank you for helping usto share the gospel of our LORD Jesus Christ.



All Scripture quaations are from the Authorized King James Version d the Bible unless
otherwise indicaed.
August 23, 2009

ThelLivingWord
Mini Book
Part 2

Publi shed For:

HANDS FOR JESUS
P.O. BOX 18655
MILWAUKEE, WI 532180655

Visit our Web sites at:
www.handsforjesus.cc
www.handsforjesus.org

2009 ly Merle E. Koepke
All Rights Reserved



Introduction

Thisispart 2 of aseriesof Mini-Book on*“TheLivingWord.” Some partsof theintroduction
may be the same & Part 1. It is very important for Christians to understand “the Living Word of
God.”

In 1 John 11,2 it says, “ That which was from the beginning, which we have heard,
which we have seen with our eyes, which we havelooked upon, and our hands have handled,
of the Word of life...(For thelife was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness and
shew unto yau that eternal life, which waswith the Father, and was manifested untous;)” The
Apostle Johniswriting abou Jesus, whois*“the Word of Life.”

Jesus was with the Father from the beginning. In John 11-3 it says, “In the beginning was
the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God...The same was in the
beginning with God...All thingswere made by him; and without him was not any thing made
that was made.” Jesusis*“the Word of God.”

TheninJohn 14 it says, “In him waslife (zoe); and thelife (zoe) wasthelight of men.”
Noticethat in John 14 it usesthe Greek word “zoe” for life. Thisisnat the Greek word “psuche”
used for natural life (which isborn of the flesh). The Greek word “zoe,” is always used in the New
Testament pertaining to spiritua life.

Thisspiritual life canedown from heaven that we might have the very life of Godwithin us.
Thiseterna lifeisthe “spiritual life” that wasin the Father from the beginning. In John 526it says,
“For asthe Father hath life (zoe) in himself; so hath he given to the Son to havelife (zoe) in
himself.” Thisisthe same spiritual life that flowsfrom the Father, through the Son, into thase who
are born again of the Word and the Spirit.

Werecavethis giritual life when we receve Jesus Christ into ou livesasour LORD and
Savior. In John 112,it says, “But as many asreceved him, to them gave he power to beaome
thesonsof God, even tothem that believeon hisname.” At that timewe becomebornagain. John
1:13says, “W hich wereborn, not of blood, nor of thewill of the flesh, nor of the will of man,
but of God.” Thisisall awork of Godin ou lives. All wedoisrecave Jesus Christ into ou lives.
God daes everything else pertaining to the new birth.

Thereby, we ae born again into the body of Christ (Jesus being the Head of the Body of
Christ). Colossans 1:13 says, “W ho hath delivered us from the power of darkness and hath
trandated usinto the kingdom of hisdear Son.” Romans 8:9 says, “ But yeare not in theflesh,
but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the
Spirit of Christ, heisnone of his.”

In the beginning of our lifein thisworld, we were in the flesh of Adam, bu now we aein
the Spirit of Christ. In 2Corinthians5:17 it says, “ Therefore if any man bein Christ, heisanew
creature: old thingsare passed away; behold, al thingsare becomenew.” In John 1716, Jesus
said, “ They are not of theworld, even as | am not of theworld.”

Thisisanew beginning. Thisisanew lifein Christ Jesus. We ae born again of the Word
of God and the Spirit of God. We have the very life of God within us.

We are Children of God by a new birth into the family of God. We ae no longer of this
world, but born again from heaven above. We ae no longer in Adam, bu in Christ Jesus. In 1
Corinthians 15:22 it says, “For asin Adam all die, even soin Christ shall all be made alive.”

3



Now, we must lean haow to live in this new life which we have in Christ Jesus. We must
maintain our eternal life by living by theWord of God andthe working of the Holy Spirit within our
lives.



ThelLivingWord

In this Part 2 of “the Living Word” series, we will continue on from what was already
revededinPart 1.1f you havenat read Part 1, it would bevery helpful if youget a wpy of Part 1 and
read it aso. It will help youto understandthis part much better. Part 1 can be downloaded from our
Web sites,

www.handsforjesus.cc
www.handsforjesus.org

The LORD used the Apostle Johnto reved thingsto usin the spiritua redm that many who
have nat receved the baptism in the Holy Spirit with the evidence of spe&king in tongues may not
understand. The reason many will not understandis mentioned in 1 Corinthians 2:14whereit says,
“But the natural man recaveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are fodlishness
unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discermed.”

In John 44-28 it tell s us of when Jesus went through Samaria, and spoke to a woman at
Jamb' swell. In John 420 the woman said to Jesus, “ Our fatherswor shipped in thismountain;
and ye say, that in Jerusalem isthe placewhere men ought to wor ship.” Then Jesus began to
reved something to everyonewho desiresto know the truth, by saying, “Wo man, believe me, the
hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the
Father” (John 421). Thisis veryimportant for Christiansto uncerstand. Thereisamajor diff erence
between what was dore in the Old Covenant and what is being dore in the New Covenant.

Jesus explained, by saying, " But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true
wor shipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to
worship Him...God is Spirit, and those who wor ship Him must wor ship in spirit and truth”
(John 423,24NKJV).

Jesuswas gedking to thewoman of Samaria, andeveryonewhowill beli evethe Gospel, that
the new birth isthe beginning of awhade new life. It isthe beginning of awha e new way of living.
It is completely different than that of thase in the Old Covenant.

Today, multitudes of Christians are trying to worship God in the flesh. They do nd
understand what it means to worship God in the Spirit. They do nd understand the difference
between the flesh and the Spirit.

Yes, al Christians are born again of the Word and the Spirit. They are dildren of God, in
Christ Jesus. But they are still babesin Christ and do nd understand spiritual things. The Apostle
Paul spoke of thisin 1 Corinthians 3:1, saying, “And |, brethren, could not speak unto you as
unto spiritual, but asunto carnal, even as unto babesin Christ.” Spiritual things can orly be
understood by revelation from the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 2:14).

The natural manislimited to understanding natural things. Y et, the mind o the natural man
can operate in spiritual operations, but that redm of spiritual operationsis not from God. Witches
operatein that redm of spiritual operations. These ae cdled psychic operations. Many of these get
their information from spiritual mediums ometimes cal ed familiar spirits.

For Christianstomaintainthe wrred attitudewe must liveby “theWord of God.” Thewords
of men will | ead usin thewrong diredion. Therefore, it isimportant to knov and understand “the
living Word of God.”

InHebrews4:12it says, “ For theword of God isquick, and powerful, and sharper than



any twoedged sword, piercing even to thedividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of thejoints
and marr ow, and is adiscemer of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” By theliving Word
of Godwithin us, wewill know the diff erence between that which is of the Spirit andthat whichis
of the soul of man. Theliving Word of Godwill discern the thoughts and intents of the heat.

Therefore, it isimportant that we worship God*“in Spirit in and truth” (John 424), na in
the flesh as many reli gious people do. Jesus made mention d thisin Matthew 15:7-9, saying, “Ye
hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying... This people draweth nigh unto mewith
their mouth, and honoureth mewith their lips; but their heartisfar from me...Butinvainthey
do worship me, teaching for doctrinesthe mmmandments of men.”

UnlessChristians understand spiritual things, they will easily be decaved by the teadings
of men. What sounds goodto the eaisisnat always from God. We must understand spiritual things,
and our understanding must come by awork of theHoly Spirit within us, “... not in thewor dswhich
man'swisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual thingswith
spiritual” (1 Cor. 2213).

There are many Christians today who have gone the way of the teadings of men, andtheir
minds have become @rrupted. If youtry to help them, you will findit isamost impaossble to get
them to understand sound datrine. Y et, we know they are born again Christians, and many have
recaved the baptism inthe Holy Spirit. Sometimeswewonder, how canthey be so bindand nd see
the truth from the written Word of God?

There are many reasons why this happensto Christians. The New Testament explains very
clealy why this happens to Christians. In Romans 1:18-32 it gives one example why this happens
to Christians. Romans 1:18-20 says “ For thewrath of God isrevealed from heaven aganst all
ungodlinessand unrighteousnessof men, whohold thetruth in unrighteousness..Becausethat
which may be known of God ismanifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them...For the
invisiblethingsof him from the creation of theworld are clearly seen, beingunderstood by the
thingsthat are made, even hiseternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse.”

In Romans 1:21 it says, “ Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as
God, neither werethankful; but becamevain in their imaginations, and their fodlish heart was
darkened.” Only Christianstruly know God. Theworld knovs“abou God’ but doesnat truly know
God.

Therefore, Romans 1:18-32 tell s that the wrath of God comes uponChristianswho do nd
glorify God and are not thankful for what God hes dore in their lives. This brings them into
worthlessimaginations and they do things which are nat pleasing to God.

GodisLove (1 John 48). Towak with God Christians must walk in love. The true love of
Godisexplainedin 1Corinthians 13:4-8. When Christiansdo nd walk in thetruelove of God,they
get into all sorts of operationswhich are not of God. By their own dang, some have gone so far as
thosethings mentioned in Romans 1:21-27,which includes dishonaing their own bodes, menwith
men and women with women.

Thenin Romans 1:28-32it sumsupall thethingsthat some Christiansdothat areungeasing
to God. Because of those things, God gives them over to areprobate mind (whichisan urepproved
or reggeded mind). When God nolonger approves of their mind, and rejedstheir mind, Satan blinds
their minds that they may not be ale to repent and return to God. Hebrew 6:4-6 speéks of this
condtionamong Christians. If God dces nat give them a spirit of repentance, they will not be ale



to repent.

Thisiswhy it is so important that Christians truly know God, and ou LORD Jesus Christ,
whomade it al possblefor usto have dernd lifein Him.

When we truly know Jesus Christ for who He truly is, and walk in the light as He isin the
light, then we have fell owship with the Father and the Son, by aworking of the Holy Spirit within
us.

InJohn 14, spe&ing of Jesus, it says, “In him waslife; and thelifewasthelight of men.”
Theword “light” in this passage is ymbalic for “the Word.” Jesusis*®the Word” (John 11,2).
In John8:12it says, “ Then spake Jesus agan unto them, saying, | am thelight of theworld:
he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness but shall havethelight of life.” Jesusis*the
Light of life” In Psalm 119105it says, “ Thy word isalamp unto my fed, and alight unto my
path.”

Many timesin the Scripturestheword “light” is ge&king of theWord of Godandtheworks
of God.In 1John 15it says, “ Thisthen isthe message which wehaveheard of him, and dedare
unto you, that God islight, and in him isno darknessat all.” InJohn 15it says, “ And thelight
shineth in darkness and thedarknesscomprehended it not.” Theword “comprehended” means
“it could na seize, passess or overtakeit.” Darknesscanna stand against light. When li ght comes
the darknessmust leave. Light destroys darkness Darknesscanna destroy light.

The“Word o God’ destroys all the works of the Devil. The Devil canna stand against the
Word of God.All throughou the Scripturesit speeksof theWord of Godasthelight. In Genesis1:2
it says, “And the earth was without form, and void; and darknesswas upon the face of the
deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the faceof the waters.” Darknesswas over the eath.
Then Genesis1:3says, “And God said, L et therebelight: and therewaslight.” This®light” was
not the light of the sun a the moon,for the sun and the moonwere nat creaed urtil the fourth day.
Thiswas gill t hefirst day of thiscredion. The Light came and dvided between the evening andthe
morning (Gen. 1:4,5).

O, How important it isto understand the Word of God, nd acording to man’swisdom, but
acmrding to the wisdom of Godwhichisgivento us by the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 2:14). Godreveds
His wisdom and knowledge to those who love Him and okey Him. Not everyone knows and
understands God. But thase who are born again of the Word and the Spirit can recave wisdom,
knowledge, and understanding of God and His Word.

In Matthew 13:10,11it says, “ And thedisciples came, and said unto him, Why speakest
thou unto them in parables?.. He answered and said unto them, Becuseit is given unto you
toknow themysteriesof thekingdom of heaven, but tothem itisnot given.” A discipleof Jesus
is one who foll ows Jesus and is taught by God.

Thaose who follow Jesus will be taught by God, and they will know the mysteries of the
kingdom of heaven. But, those who do na follow Jesus will remain in darkness na knowing the
truth which isreveded in the Word of God.

Those whotry to understand the Word of God with their natural mind, will fall. What they
believewill not agreewith what the Word of Godteades. The natural man canna understand “the
living Word of God.”

In John 635, it says, “ And Jesus said unto them, | am thebread of life: he that cometh
to me shall never hunger; and hethat believeth on me shall never thirst.” Many of the Jews at



that time wuld na understand spiritual things. They could na understand haw that Jesus could be
“...thebread of life.” To them, bread was smething that people ed. How could anyone ea of the
flesh of Jesus?

Thenin John 651, Jesus sid, “| am theliving bread which came down from heaven: if
any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever: and the bread that | will giveis my flesh,
which | will givefor thelife of theworld.” Thenin John 652-57,it says, “ The Jewstherefore
strove among themselves, saying, How can thisman give ushisflesh to eat?... Then Jesus said
unto them, Verily, verily, | say unto you, Except ye et theflesh of the Son of man, and drink
hisblood, yehavenolifein you...Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal
life; and | will raisehim up at thelast day..For my flesh ismeat indeed, and my blood isdrink
indedal...Hethat eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and | in him...Asthe
living Father hath sent me, and | liveby the Father: so hethat eateth me, even heshall li ve by
me.”

Today, even among thosewhoclaim to be Christians, there ae many who do nounderstand
what Jesuswas saying. Even many of Jesus' disciples could na understand what Jesus was saying.
It tellsusin John 660, “ Many therefore of hisdisciples, when they had heard this, said, This
isan hard saying; who can hear it?” Spiritual things are not naturally discerned. Therefore, we
need the Holy Spirit to reved spiritual thingsto us (1 Cor. 2:14).

InJohn 661-63,it says, “W hen Jesusknew in himself that hisdisciplesmurmured at it,
he said unto them, Doth thisoffend you?...What and if ye shall seethe Son of man ascend up
wherehewasbefore?..It isthe spirit that quickeneth; theflesh profiteth nothing: the words
that | speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.”

Thisiswheremany Christiansget into error, na understanding what Jesus saidin John 663.
Jesus said, “It is the spirit that quickeneth...” The word “quickeneth” means “gives life.”
Therefore, Jesuswasnaot talking abou natural life, but rather spiritual li fe. Then Jesus explained this
by saying “..theflesh profiteth nothing...” Jesuswas nat talking about natural things. He was not
talking abou eaing Hisnatural flesh. Hewasnat talking abou drinking Hisnatural blood.Jesuswas
adually talking abou “the Living Word o God.”

Jesuswastaking abou “theWords’ Hewas geding. Jesus said, “...thewordsthat | speak
unto you, they are spirit, and they are life (zoe).” The Greek word “zoe” used in this verse
pertainsto the very life of God,which wasin the Father from the beginning, which the Father gave
to the Son, and the Son gives to thase who believe uponHim (John 526, 1010).

Therefore, what Jesus said has nothing to dowith His physicd body and His liquid blood.
It pertainsto “the Living Word of God’ that produces and sustains eternal life.

Many Christians have gone into error, na understanding spiritual things, and have believed
the teadings of men, saying that when they take of the bread and wine in communion, the bread
turnsinto the flesh of Jesus and the wine turns into the blood d Jesus. Thisis adoctrine of men.

This doctrine comes about by not understanding what is cdled “the LORD’s Supper, o
Communion.” Many Christians do nd understand what Jesus said to His disciples when He gave
them to drink of the aup, and ea of the bread the same night that He was betrayed.

InLuke22:19,it says, “ And hetook bread, and gavethanks, and brakeit, and gaveunto
them, saying, Thisis my body which is given for you: thisdo in remembrance of me.” Jesus
took breal (which was gymbalic of His flesh) and told them to “eat of this bread,” (which is



symbalic of His body) “in remembrance of Him.” Jesus was using natural bread (which is
naturally understoodas food), to symbadli ze aspiritual operation d edingthe Word of God, that it
can produce and sustain spiritual life. Jesus did na say the bread would turn into flesh, na did He
say the wine would turn into bood.

When Christiansunderstandthetrue significanceof “thelivingWord of God,” they can“live
by the Word of God’ in their lives, just as Jesuslived by the Word of Godin Hislife.

In Matthew 4:4, Jesus was tempted by the Devil to turn a stone into bread and ed. Jesus
answered the Devil’ stemptation by saying, “ It iswritten, Man shall not liveby bread alone, but
by every word that procealeth out of the mouth of God.” Jesus was quaing the Word of God
from Deuteronamy 8:3.

Jesuslived by “thewritten Word of God,” and defeaed the Devil . Christiansmust also lean
to live by the written Word of God and defea the Devil in every areaof their lives. Thisis done by
doing the same & Jesus did when He was tempted by the Devil.

We arenat told to ea physicd bread and dink liquid wine so that it can produceflesh and
bloodin ou bodes. No, we aetoldto take the bread andwine “in remembrance” of what Jesusdid
for uswhen He went to the Crossand gave Hislife “for the redemption o man” from the works of
the Devil.

We are told to remember “all that Jesus did for us’ in His deah and resurredion from the
deal. Jesustook ou sinsandiniquitiesuponHimself, that we @uld befreeof any sinsandiniquiti es
that we have committed in ou lives. Sin brings deah. Romans 5:12 tells what happened in the
beginning when Adam sinned and ate of the tree of knowledge of good and evil. It says,
“W herefore, asby oneman sin entered into theworld, and death by sin; and so death passed
upon all men, for that all havesinned.” Deah came into mankind by the sin of one man (Adam).
In the same manner, Romans 5:17,18explains, “ For if by one man's offencedeath reigned by
one; much more they which recave abundanceof graceand of the gift of righteousness $all
reignin lifeby one, Jesus Christ...Therefore as by the off ence of onejudgment came upon all
men to condemnation; even so by the righteousnessof onethefreegift cameupon all men unto
justification of life.”

The taking of the bread and the wine “in remembrance” is to remind ws of why Jesus gave
His body and Hisbloodfor us onthe Crossof Calvary. It isto remind us of our redemption, which
came by grace and nd by our works or our righteousness

Jesus gave His physicd body for the heding and redemption d our physicd bodes. Jesus
gave Hisliquid bloodfor the redemptionand forgivenessof our sins. The blood d Jesusisthe sed
of our everlasting covenant (the New Covenant). We ae redeaned by the blood d the everlasting
covenant (Heb. 1320).

This was a one-time event in the history of mankind. Jesus died orcein the flesh as our
substitute. Jesus sed His blood orcefor the redemption d mankind. It happened oy once and
every mention d it after that isonly “in remembrance” of what Jesus did for us.

Taking of the bread andthe wine oftenis*“in remembranceof that day,” when Jesus paid the
pricefor uswith His physicd deah and shedding of His bloodfor us.

Everything that happened that day concerning the body and dood d Jesusinthe natural was
symboli c of what happened in the spiritual redm. In the spiritual redm, Jesus defeaed the Devil,
took the keys of hell and deah from the Devil and arose ajain onthe third day.



When Jesus died onthe CrossHe was the Son of Man in the flesh. When He aose ayain
from the dead, He was Christ, the Head of the Body of Christ. Jesus died as the Son d Man and
arose gjain as Christ, the Head o the Spiritual body of Christ.

Now that Christ is arisen from the dead, whosoever will believe on Him can become born
of the Word andthe Spirit and become “Onewith God’ in Christ. Thisnew birthisaspiritual birth,
not anatura birth. It isanew lifein Christ, na the same athe old lifein Adam. Thasewhoarein
Christ are new credures, in the spirit.

Now that we ae born again, we do nd live by physicd foodaone, bu we dso live by the
Word of God. TheWord of Godisour sourceof everythingwenedl. It is“theLivingWord of God’
that supdies al our neeals. Therefore, we must lean to live by the Word of God. The words we
spedk shoud be “words of spirit and of life” (John 663).

One day, ealy in the morning, it came from my spirit, “ If you ae born o the spirit, you
shoud alsoliveinthe spirit. If you inthe spirit you shoud dso walkin the spirit. If youwalk in the
spirit you shoud aso pray in the spirit.” What does this mean? What is the Holy Spirit saying?

First of al, wenealto be cetainthat what came from my spirit wasfrom the Holy Spirit and
not some other spirit. To be cetain that it was from the Holy Spirit we must seach the Scriptures
and seeif what | receved agrees with the written Word of God?

First there cane* If you aeborn of the spirit...” InJohn 36 it says, “...that which isborn
of the Spirit is irit.” | know that | am born of the spirit, | do nd have any question abou that.

In Galatians 5:25it says, “ If welivein theSpirit, let usalsowalk in theSpirit.” That verse
agreeswithwhat camefrom my spirit, saying, “ ...youshoud adsoliveinthespirit. If youinthe spirit
you shoud adsowalk in the spirit...” It also tellsus that in Romans 8:1-5 plus many other places.

Then what abou “ If youwalk in the spirit youshoud aso pray inthe spirit.” In Ephesians
6:18it says, “ Praying alwayswith all prayer and supplicationintheSpirit...” Thenin Jude 1:20
it says, “But you, beloved, building your selvesup on your most holy faith, prayingin theHoly
Spirit” (NKJV). These two verses cetainly makeit clea that we shoud be praying in the Spirit.

In 1 Corinthians 14:18 the Apastle Paul wrote, “I thank my God, | speak with tongues
more than ye all.” If the Apaostle Paul prayed in the spirit more than anyone in the Church at
Corinth, we shoud find ou what the Scriptures are telli ng us abou praying in the Spirit?

In 1 Corinthians 14:14,15the Apastle Paul wrote, “For if | pray in an unknown tongue,
my spirit prayeth, but my understanding is unfruitful...What isit then? | will pray with the
spirit, and | will pray with the understanding aso: | will sing with the spirit, and I will sing
with the understanding aso.” According to this there is a difference between praying in our
understanding and praying in the Spirit.

In1Corinthians14:2 the Apostle Paul wrote, “ For hethat speaketh in an unknown tongue
speaketh not unto men, but unto God: for no man understandeth him; howbeit in the spirit
he speaketh mysteries.” Then in 1 Corinthians 14:4 it says, “Hethat speaketh in an unknown
tongue difieth himself...”

It seams like God wants us to edify ourselves, by building up ou faith “...praying in the
Spirit” (Jude 1:20). Why would God want us to edify ourselves by praying in the Spirit? Simply,
because the Scripturestell us, “...thejust shall live by faith” (Rom. 1:17, Gal. 3:11; Heb. 1038).

Faith comesfrom God. Faith isafruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:23). Therefore, Godis consistent
in everything He does.
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First we must be born again into the Spirit of Christ (John 35-7; 2 Cor. 5:17; Rom. 8.9).
Then we must live in the redm of the Spirit, rather than in the redm of the flesh (Rom. 8:1-5).

The gostle Paul wrote to the Galatians “ O fodlish Galatians, who hath bewitched you,
that yeshould not obey thetruth, before whose eyesJesusChrist hath been evidently set forth,
crucified among you?...Thisonly would | learn of you, Receved yethe Spirit by the works of
thelaw, or by thehearing of faith?.. Are ye so fodlish? having begun in the Spirit, are yenow
made perfed by theflesh?” (Gal. 3:1-3).

The samethingsthat the Apaostle Paul wroteto the Galatians shoud aso apply to Christians
today. We ae apart of the samebody of Christ that the Christiansin Galatiawere. Thereisonly one
Body of Christ, andwe ae dl members of that same body.

Let ustherefore lean from the Holy Spirit how to “ livein the Sprit, walk in the Sgrit, and
speakinthe Sgrit...,” dangthat whichispleasingto God. At al times, we shoud be “living by the
Word of God’ and spe&king “words of spirit and d life” (John 663).

Jesus Christ is, “theLiving Word of God.” Jesusis, “the Way, the Truth, and theLife’
(John 146). For more onthis subjed get Part 3 of The Living Word.
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