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What is righteousness? Accordingto the Greek word “ dikaiosune,” it is“equity (of charader
or ad).” The Greek word “dikaiosune,” comes from another Greek word “dikaios,” which means,
“equitable (in charader or ad); by implication, innacent, holy.” When we go bad to the English,
we find that the word “righteous” means “acting in ajust, upright manner; doing what isright, or
morally right; fair andjust.” Inthe English, “equity” means*“fairness impartiality; justice anything
that isfair or equitable.”

TheBibleteadhesusthat Godisrighteous. Everything that God daesisrighteous. Therefore,
Godisright andjust in everything He does.

What abou man, o people in general, are they righteous? Romans 3:10 says, “As it is
written, Thereis none righteous, no, not one.” “Asit iswritten” means that God hes arealy
reveded this in His Word. Therefore we know what it says is truth. It seams that the writer of
Romansis referring to what King David wrote in Psalm 14:1-3,

The fod hath said in his heart, Thereis no God. They are corr upt, they have done

abominable works, thereis none that doeth goad.

TheLORD looked down from heaven upon the dhildren of men, to seeif therewereany

that did understand, and seek God.

They are all gone aside, they are all together become filthy: there is none that doeth

goad, no, not one.

It seams that King David reveded something here that many religious people have not
understood.It says, “ The LORD looked down from heaven upon the diildren of men, to seeif
therewereany that did understand, and seek God.” How can anyone become righteous? Those
whosay thereisno God are cdled “a fod.” The way to become righteous acrding to King David
isto“understand, and seek God.” If wedo nd understand God,and do ndseek God,we will li ve
our liveslike the rest of the world and may never walk in the righteousnessof God in Christ Jesus
that is ours. When we understand God and seek God we find that to become righteous we must
becme born again into the family of God.

To beaome born again we must receve Jesus Christ as LORD and Savior. John 112 says,
“asmany asreceaved him, tothem gavehepower to becomethesonsof God, even to them that
believe on hisname.” If you have nat recaved Jesus Christ as LORD and Savior, then you are not
righteous, and this booKet will nat help youin any way, “You Must BeBorn Again” (John 37).
Jesus said, “ask and it shall be given”! Be sincere and from your heat, say aprayer smilar to this:
“L ord Jesus, forgivemefor my sins, andcomeinto my lifeand lemy LORD and Saior. Thark You,
Jesus! | now receve You as my LORD and Saior. Amen.”

In 2 Corinthians 5:21, talking abou what God has done for those who are born again in
Christ Jesus, it says, “For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might
be made the righteousnessof God in him.” What God dd through Jesus, was for the purpose,
“that we might be madethe righteousnessof God in him.” Therefore, withou Jesus, we @uld
not beacome righteous. Man, o his own ability canna becme righteous. It takes the aility of God
working in man to bring a person urto righteousness

Lookat theworld, andthe world's g/stem. Wherever youlook, youwill find people taking
advantage of othersto gain for themselveswedth, hona, andworldly things. The world seeks after
the things of thisworld, and they do nd care what they doto athersto gain what they want. Is that
righteousness?



Yet, God is righteous in everything He does. For people to become righteous, they must
bemme like God. Sin and all it s likenesses must be dorne avay within their lives. They must live a
righteous life before God and man. How can they acaompli sh that?

Of our own ahility, that isnot possble. For true righteousnessis “right standing with God.”
In resped to the way God sees us, we must be like Him. We must be righteousin everything we do.
How can we obtain urto that kind d righteousness? For that to happen, we must be delivered from
al unrighteousness

InMatthew 19:16it says, “ And, behold, one ameand said untohim, Good M aster, what
godd thing shall | do, that | may have dernal life?” What is eterna life? Eternd lifeisthevery
life of God dwelling in us eternally, forever and ever.

Thisyoung man, who had many richescame asking Jesus, “ what goad thing shall | do, that
| may have dernal life?” Somehow thisman thought that he could oltain eternal life by his*good
works,” by doing some goodthing! That isreligion,the worlds way of obtaining a position d good
standing. However, Jesus' answer was not what that young man expeded.

First, Jesus said to theman, “W hy call est thou megoad? thereisnonegoad but one, that
is, God: but if thou wilt enterintolife, keg the mmmandments’ (Matt. 19.17). Until we get our
eyes off people and onGod,wewill never understand eternal life or righteousness Many Pharisees
and Sadduceescameto Jesus, andwal ked away discouraged. Their own self-righteousnesskept them
from recaving the true riches of heaven.

Thered answer to the young man’ s question came when Jesus sid to him, “If thou wilt be
perfed, go and sdll that thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in
heaven: and come and follow me’ (Matt. 1921).

Even Jesus' disciplescould na understand what Jesus meant by what He said to that young
man. Jesus tried to explain to them that riches canna get aman into heaven. All the wedth of this
world canna get a personinto heaven. The more wedth we have the lesslikely we will enter into
heaven. Therefore, Jesus said to His disciples, “Verily | say unto you, That a rich man shall
hardly enter into thekingdom of heaven” (Matt. 1923). Jesuswent onto say, “ And agan | say
untoyou, It iseasier for acamel to gothrough the e/e of anealle, than for arich mantoenter
into thekingdom of God” (Matt. 19.24).

Jesustried to make it as clea as possble that richeswill not get apersoninto heaven, they
may even prevent people from entering into heaven. Not that riches are the problem, bu they can
bemme the cause of the problem.

Man has tried many waysto beaome worthy of eternal life. Man hastried dang many good
things that would make him acceptable by God to receve dernd life. There ae many religious
groups today, even cdli ng themselves Christians that do nd understand “righteousness” and hav
to obtain righteousness The final question d Jesus disciples was, “W ho then can be saved?”
(Matt. 1925). If aperson could kegp al the mmmandments, and still not enter into heaven, “how
then can they be saved?’ Jesus’ answer to His disciples was, “W ith men thisisimpossble; but
with God all things are possble” (Matt. 19.26).

Godisthe only one that can save aperson and give to them eternal life. With men, thisis
imposgble, “but with God nothingisimpossble.” True righteousnessnever comes by what man
does. True righteousnessonly comes by what Jesus did for us.

Romans 3:22says, “ Even the righteousnessof God whichisby faith of JesusChrist unto



all and upon all them that believe. . . ” We must beli eve the gospel of the kingdom of Godif we
areto oktain urtotruerighteousness Truerighteousnessisimputed urto thosewho kelievel Romans
4:3 says, “ For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him
for righteousness” Romans5:17says, “ For if by oneman'soff encedeath reigned by one; much
more they which recave abundanceof graceand of thegift of righteousness $all reigninlife
by one, Jesus Christ.)” Righteousnessis“a gift of God.” It beaomes ours by grace aagift, urto
al that believe. . .

Righteousnessislikefaith,if wedo nd believe, nahing happens. Every Christian hasfaith.
It was imputed to them along with the other fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22). Faith is dedt to every
Christian (Rom. 12 3). Therefore, every Christian hasfaith. It's not aquestion d, if we have faith
or nat? It samatter of, will we use our faith? Faith withou worksisdead. It's dill faith, bt it isof
no valueif wedont useit.

Righteousness is the same. Christians have righteousness They have been made the
righteousnessof Godin Christ Jesus (2 Cor. 5:21). It'snat aquestion o, dowe haverighteousness?
It's, will webelievewe aetherighteousnessof Godin Christ Jesus? Romans10:10tell suswe must
believein ou heat unto righteousness. . .

Godisonly pleased when webeli eveunto righteousness When we beli eve that Jesusbecane
our righteousnesson the Crossof Calvary, then God s pleased.

In John 13it tell s us of the night that Jesus was betrayed. It says,

Hethen having recaved the sop went immediately out: and it was night.

Therefore, when hewasgoneout, Jesus said, Now isthe Son of man glorified, and God

isglorified in him.

If God beglorified in him, God shall also gorify him in himself, and shall straightway

glorify him. (John 1330-32).

Jesus said, “Now is the Son of man glorified.” What was Jesus talking abou, being
glorified by His betrayal ? Jesus came into the world to destroy the works of the devil (1 John 38b).
Through His deah and resurredion, He defeaed Satan. His victory over Satan isour gain. We ae
freebecaise of Jesus' victory over sin and ceah. Hisrighteousnesspurchased ou freedom from the
works of the devil .

Jesusthen said, “and God isglorified in him.” How was God glorified in Jesus' deah and
resurredion? It wasthe Will of God that Jesus bare the sins of His people. In Hebrews 10:7, it says,
“Thensaid |, Lo, | come(inthevolumeof thebook it iswritten of me,) todothy will, O God.”
Jesus came acording to what was written, to dothe will of God.In Hebrew 10:6 it says, “In burnt
offeringsand sacrificesfor sin thou hast had no pleasure.” God haed no pgeasurein the saaifices
of animals andfowl, for they could na take avay sin forever. Hebrews 10:9 says, “ Then said he,
Lo, | cometodothy will, O God. Hetaketh away thefirst, that he may establish the second.”

In Hisdeah, Jesus was glorified. By Hisdeah, God was glorified. For sin was defeaed, all
the works of the devil were destroyed.

Through the deah of Jesus, He brought many sons and daughtersto God.Heisthefirstborn
from the dead. Romans 8:29 says, “ For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinateto be
conformed to theimage of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.”

God' s will i s that He may have many sons and caughters with Him for all eternity. But,
Romans5:12says, “W herefore, asby oneman sin entered intotheworld, and death by sin; and



so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.” Unrighteousnessreigned throughou
mankind. Godisrighteousness andfor peopleto beaome dildren of Godand havefell owship with
God, they needed also to berighteous. In Christ Jesuswe aerighteous. We ae the righteousnessof
Godin Christ.

Jesus was glorified when He took uponHimself al our sins, iniquities, our sicknessand
diseases. He bore them for us in His own bady on the Crossof Calvary. By this, He becane the
author and finisher of our faith (Heb. 122).

When we walk by faith and nd by sight, God is glorified. God is glorified every time we
destroy the works of the devil. Not by our ability, bu by the power of the Holy Spirit, working in
us and through us.

For the Holy Spirit to manifest the power of God through us we must walk by faith. Faith
works by righteousnessand righteousnessworks by faith, they work together. It is not because of
what we did, bu what God dd in Jesus Christ onthe Crossof Calvary.

Because of righteousnesswe can come baldly before the throne of God and make our
requests known (Heb. 416). By gracewe have recaved righteousnessthat we may cometo Godin
time of need. When we cme to God, we must believe that Heis God, and that He is arewarder of
those who seek Him (Heb. 116).

It is a disgraceto God, when His children do na believe His Word. God made us the
righteousnessof Godin Christ Jesus, and when we do nd live & righteous people, it isadisgrace
to God.

In 1 John 37 it says, “Little dildren, let no man deceve you: he that doeth
righteousnessisrighteous, even asheisrighteous.” Righteousnessandfell owship work together.
In 1John 17 it says, “if wewalk in thelight, asheisin thelight, we have fellowship one with
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth usfrom all sin.” Thenin 1John 19it
says, “ If we confessour sins, heisfaithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness”

What would happenif Christiansunderstoodtruerighteousness? In James5:16,it says, “ The
effedual fervent prayer of arighteousman avail eth much.” What doesthat mean? It meansthat
when righteous people pray, believing in their heat their prayers aways get answered.

James went onto explain what he meant by example. It says, “ Eliaswasa man subjed to
likepassonsasweare, and heprayed earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not on the
earth by the spaceof threeyearsand six months.” (James 5:17). When Elij ah prayed, his prayer
was answered. It did nd rain for three and ore-haf yeas.

Threeand ore-half yeaslater, Elij ah prayed again andthen what happened? It rained! Why,
because Elij ah was aman, just likeyouand . It wasn’t that Elij ah was more righteous then you a
I. It was that Jesus took upa Himself al our sins and iniquities and Jesus’ righteousnesswas
imputed urto Elij ah when he believed God.

Now, to some that doesn’t soundright, after al, Elij ah wasn't born again! But, dorit forget
what it saysinlsaiah 4325.1tsays, “ 1, even |, am hethat blotteth out thy transgressonsfor mine
own sake, and will not remember thy sins.” The works that Elijah did are no dfferent than the
worksthat we can do.It’ sall doneonJesus' righteousness na our righteousness It’ sthe same God
that answers prayer! It's the same Spirit that brings the Word of God into manifestation!

Elij ahwasnomorerighteousthan any Christian. Every Christianisjust asrighteousasElij ah



was. It's not whowe ae, it’swho will believe God and pray, effecually! “ The effecual fervent
prayer of arighteous man availeth much.”

When you pray, believe you have whatsoever you pray for and you shal have it (Mark
11:14). When Christians pray, believing in their heat and confessng with their mouth they shall
have whatsoever they say . . . Satan was defeded when Jesus went to the Crossfor us. He is
defeaed when Christians pray, knowing they are the righteousnessof Godin Christ. Knowing their
prayer will be answered, becaiseit is God swill that we pray in faith! Every prayer of faith will be
answered. It' supto Christiansto pray, andit’s up to God to answer. But, God said He will answer
if wewill pray infaith, believing in ou heat.

Righteousnesscomes by beli eving. Faith comes by believing. Everything we receve from
God comes by believing . . . Therefore, believe the gospel and recave acording to what God hes
aready promised in HisWord.

TheBiblesaysin Romans 8:28,“weknow that all thingswork together for goad to them
that love God, to them who are the alled according to hispurpose.” If it seemsthat al things
are not working together for your good,then, maybe you do nd understand righteousnessthe way
youshoud. Jesus sidin John 1010,“1 am comethat they might havelife, and that they might
haveit more abundantly.” Areyouliving that abundant life? Are dl things working together for
your good? If nat, then get to understand righteousness



