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Introduction

In 2 Timothy the Apastle Paul is writing to Timothy, instructing him of things he shoud
avoid, and hav to minister to those who have been taken captive by the devil. In 2 Timothy 2:26 it
says, “...that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive
by him at hiswill . “

The Devil has asnare by which he takes many captive a hiswill . Christians need to have
wisdom and knavledge, that the Devil does nat take them cgptive with his siares.

In Matthew 4:1-4 it tellsus, “ Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wildernessto
betempted of thedevil...And when hehad fasted forty daysand forty nights, hewasafterward
an hungred... And when thetempter cameto him, hesaid, I f thou bethe Son of God, command
that these stones be made bread... But he answered and said, It iswritten, Man shall not live
by bread alone, but by every word that procealeth out of the mouth of God.”

Jesuswastempted in al pointsjust aswe ae. Jesus defeaed the Devil by His knowledge of
the Word of God.

Jesus knew who He was, andwe must also knov whowe aein Christ. We must also know
the Word of Godfor the snare of the devil i s used against thase who do no know the Word of God
themselves.

Many times in ou lives we do nd know or understand what is happening and why it is
happening. When these things take placein ou liveswe must “ Trust in theLORD with all thine
heart; and lean not untothineown understanding” (Prov. 35). Wemust “ walk by faith and not
by sight” (2 Cor. 5.7).

Y et, oneof the gredest helpswe haveisin understanding theWord of God.Many Christians
suffer for aladk of knowledge of the Word of God. We must “ Study to shew thyself approved
unto God, aworkman that nealeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing theword of truth” (2
Tim. 2:15). If wedo nd take thetimeto study the Word of God, we could be anong those taken by
“the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at hiswill " (2 Tim. 2:26).

Itisvery important that Christians guard themsel ves against being taken cgptive by the Devil
at hiswill .

That iswhere we were in the beginning when we cane into thisworld. Ephesians 2:2 says,
“W herein in timepast yewalked accor ding tothe courseof thisworld, accordingtotheprince
of thepower of theair, the spirit that now worketh in the dildren of disobedience” Ephesians
2:12 says, “...at that time ye were without Christ, being diens from the commonwealth of
Israel, and strangersfrom the covenantsof promise, having no hope, and without God in the
world.”

Christians shoud never go bad to what they were before they were born again o the Spirit
andthe Word. Never desiretheworld over heaven. Never return to the works of the Devil onceyou
have been delivered.



Studying The WORD

Christians $houd uncerstand,if youwant to knov somethingin detail start inthe beginning
and continue until the end. In studying the Scriptures we must study everything it says abou any
subjed we ae studying, starting in Genesis and continuing on through Revelation.

When studying the Scriptures there ae many things to consider. Is God spe&king of our
eathly timeor Hisheavenly time? Godisawaysinthe NOW, therefore sometimes Godis ge&king
inthenow, acording to eternity time. (SeeExodus 3:14,John 858). Is God spe&king abou the past,
the present or the future? Is God wsing types and shadows or spe&king literaly? Is God speging
from His paint of view, or our point of view? Is God spe&ing the end from the beginning (cdli ng
things that be a though they were)? Is God lringing to passthat which He drealy dedared as
finished from the foundation d the world? (SeeJeremiah 1.5, Revelation 138).

The next thing to consider iswhat language did God use when the Scriptures were written? Most of
the Old Testament was written in Hebrew (by which the Hebrew dialed changed many times between
Genesis and Maladci). Some of the Old Testament is written in Chaldees. At the same time, the Hebrew
language is a unique language, in so much as “word for word translations will nat always work” Many of
thewords used in the Hebrew change their meaning acarding to their usagein that particular subjed. Many
Bible schdarsdo nd take thisinto consideration.Isaword aroot word, a nat? If it isnot, what isthe roct
word that it came from and what doesit mean? What isthe Stem (averb, anoun,etc.) andwhat isthe Mood
(infinitive, imperfed, etc.)?

When all thesethingsare mnsidered, then thegreaest chall engeis* How did the Holy Spirit usethat
word, bah in its context andin ather verses™?

In most cases the same gopliesto the New Testament Greek. The Greek is nat quite a compli cated
astheHebrew, but we caana overlook al thewaystheHoly Spirit used diff erent words. We caana overlook
the antext and the many other ways the Scriptures are written. We caana overlook the re-writi ngs of the
Scriptures by Scribes. Sometranscriptsdo nd agreewith ather transcripts. Therefore, thekey toall studying
of the Scripturesisin the witnessof the Holy Spirit Who inspired the writing of the original manuscripts.

After Genesis, throughou most of therest of the Old Testament from Exodusthrough Maladi, God
was correding error and explaining what He had aready establi shed in Genesis. In the New Testament the
gospels were for establi shing a truth which had already been made known, bu naot foll owed.

Through Jesus Chrigt, the true gospel was preadied. The bodk of Acts and the Epistles were for
explaining and correding error after the truth had already been made known in the Old Testament and the
Gospels.

Next, are they to establish dactrine or corred error? In Genesis Chapters One and Two, God was
establi shing Hiswill hereoneath. In Genesis Chapters Threethrough Six Godwas doing bath, establi shing
Hiswill and correding error. In most of the balance of Genesis, God was doing bath, establi shing His will
and correding error.

Lastly, and very important is, what language trandation are we using. Very few Christians can
understand the Hebrew and Greek. Are we using English trandations, and are they word for word,
paraphrased, or thought for thought? All threeof these ae the works of men, nad truly of the Holy Spirit.
Also, what isthe true meaning of the original Hebrew or Greek word (as an example the word “love” is it
agape or phileo, and“life,” isit psuche or zoe)?

How doweknow if what werealistruly of God? TheBibletellsusin 1John 58, And thereare
threethat bear witnessin earth, the Spirit, and thewater (Word), and theblood: and thesethreeagree
in one.” If anyone of these do nd agree what we may think istrueisnat true.



| dentify the Snare of the Devil

TheDevil knowsthe Scriptures. Heknowswhat iswrittenin the Scriptures. When the Devil
cameto Jesusin Matthew 4:3,4it says, “...hesaid, If thou bethe Son of God, command that these
stones be made bread...But he (Jesus) answered and said, It iswritten, Man shall not live by
bread alone, but by every word that procealeth out of the mouth of God.”

As soonas Jesus sid, “it iswritten,” the Devil knew he was defeaed and changed the
subjed. Jesus not only knew the Scriptures, bu Jesus knew what the Scriptures meant in
Deuteronamy 8:3.

Many times people will quae the Scriptures, bu not acording to what they mean, rather
acarding to what they beli eve they mean. Many Christians beli eve what they have head ather men
tead o pread withou first studying to seeif that iswhat it means?

Theteadings of menisone of the Devils sxaresto get Christiansto dowhat he wants them
to do.Many yeasago there cane aword from the LORD which said, “T hasewho haretaugh what
they have heard ather men teach and hae not recaved it from My Sqrit, if theywill repent My
gracewill cover them.”

Christianscanna alwaysbeli eve something, just becausethey head someone dseteadwhat
they head. It must be the truth from the Word of God hbefore the Holy Spirit will confirm the word
taught or spoken.

How dowe know if what we head came from the Holy Spirit or not? First, we must chedk
it out with the Scriptures ourselves, na acording to what someone dse said. Seondy, we must
have awitnessin ou spirit that it truly was of God, and nd some man’s doctrine or teading.

The Scripture says, “For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the
Word, and theHoly Ghost: and thesethreeare one...And thereare threethat bear witnessin
earth, the Spirit, and thewater (Word), and the blood: and thesethree agreein one” (1 John
5:7,8). Being in agreement with God, the Father, the Word and the Holy Spirit, we will know what
is of God andwhat isnat of God. “...God islove’ (1 John 48). Love is defined in 1 Corinthians
134-7, saying “ L ove sufferslong and iskind...does not behave rudely, does not seek its own,
isnot provoked, thinksno evil...bearsall things, believesall things, hopesall things, endures
all things’ (1 Cor. 134-7, NKJV).

If Christians are walking in this love of God, then the Holy Spirit will bea witnesswith
whatsoever isof God.When we have awitnessin ou spirit we know what isof Godandwhat isnat
of God.

How doweknow if we have awitnessin ou spirit? First of al, theHoly Spiritiscdled “ the
Spirit of truth” (John 1613). Where there is truth there is peace The Holy Spirit isin control of
the Kingdom of God here oneath. Romans 14:17 says, “ For thekingdom of God isnot meat and
drink; but righteousness and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.” When you receve something
from the Holy Spirit, in your spirit, there will be peace If, for some reason you do nd have tota
peacein your spirit, the Holy Spirit isnot in agreament with it.

Even when you are talking to another person (even another Christian), if they do nat agree
with what you are saying, chedk it out. Either you made amistake, or what is said is not witnessed
by the Holy Spirit. That iswhen you stop, and wait until you have awitnessof peacen your spirit.
Do nat go any further until you have peacean your spirit and the other individual you are talking to



isinterested and agrees with you.

Even the Devil knowsenough abou spiritual thingsthat when Jesus said, “it iswritten,” he
was nat going to get anyplacewith Jesus onthat subjed. Every time Jesus sid to the Devil “it is
written,” the Devil knew the Holy Spirit was not in agreament with what the Devil said to Jesus.
Christians shoud have more cmmon sense than the Devil .

Never argue with anyone over anything. If they do nd agree then the Holy Spirit isnat in
onit and reither shoud you kein onit. Just state the fads and let the Holy Spirit bring witnessto
the fads. If the Holy Spirit does not bring two people together in agreament, then the Holy Spirit
knows omething we may not know.

God is wisdom, and we ned al the wisdom from God that we can get. Walk in love and
peaceandthe LORD will beworking with you.TheHoly Spirit will | ead you by peacebetween you
and ahersaswell as peacen your spirit.

The Devil | oves to use Christians to qude Scripture verses and say they mean something
other than what the Holy Spirit meant when He inspired them to be written. A misquaed Scripture
verseisan indicaionthat Satan istrying to take someonein his iare.

The Devil tried it onJesusin Matthew 4:5,6 whereit says, “ Then the devil taketh him up
into theholy city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of thetemple...And saith unto him, If thou be
the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it iswritten, He shall give hisangelscharge mncerning
thee and in their handsthey shall bear theeup, lest at any timethou dash thy foot aganst a
stone.” The Devil wasquating fromPsam 91:11,12.In Matthew 4:7 it says, “J esussaid unto him,
It iswritten agan, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.” Jesus knew the temptation d the
Devil .

When Christians know the Scriptures and the true meaning of the Scriptures the Devil will
nat be aleto use people to get them into his are.

The way to know the Scriptures and the true meaning of the Scriptures is to study the
Scriptures and pray in the Spirit hoursaday. Most Christians today do nd want to take thetime to
study the Scriptures and pray in the Spirit.

Jesussaidin Mark 1230,“ And thou shalt lovethe L ord thy God with all thy heart, and
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first
commandment.” When welovethe LORD thy Godwith all our heat, soul, mind, and strength we
will spendall thetimewe can studyingtheWord and praying in the Spirit. It iswhen Christianslove
the world more than they love the LORD our God that the Devil getsthem in his iare.

Some Christians li sten to what others tead and believe everything they hea them say. If it
sounds goodto their easthey believeit. Then when things do nd work out they wonder why?

In Romans 8:28 it says, “And we know that all thingswork together for goad to them
that love God, to them who are the @lled according to hispurpose.” If things are nat working
out for our good,we ought to know thereis ssmething wrong with what we believe or what we ae
doing. Godcanna lie. It was God that said “ And weknow that all thingswork together for goad
tothemthat love God, tothem who are the @lled accordingto hispurpose.” Stop Haming God
for our own error.

GodisLove (1 John 48). If Godislove, andwe aeto bein Hisimage, then whereis our
love? Are we walking in love? In 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 it tells us, ““Love suffers long and is
kind...doesnot behave rudely, doesnot seek itsown, isnot provoked, thinksno evil....bearsall



things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things’ (NKJV). Is this our attitude
toward athers? Isthis our attitude toward God? If not, why not?

Godsent His Soninto thisworld, evenwhenwedid na love Him, Hestill | oved usandgave
Hislifefor us. Why are Christians not willi ng to give their lives for God? All God asks usto dois
to“...lovetheL ord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and
with all thy strength...Thou shalt love thy neighbour asthyself...” (Mark 1230,31).That is all
God asks of us. If we dothat, the Devil will never have anything on Ls.

Why doyouthink the Devil never had anything onJesus? (John 1430). Jesuswalkedinlove,
andloved His Father with all Hisheat, soul, mind, and strength. Seach the Gospelsand seeif that
isnat true.

Jesuswasamaninthefleshjust asyouand| are. Jesusfacel the same Devil weface Jesus
did what the Scriptures said to do,and if He asksusto dothe same, why not doit?

The snare to the Devil will not take usif wewalk inlove and ke the two commandments
Jesus gave us.

Jesus never did Hisown will . He only did the will of God the Father. When we do only the
will of God the Father, the Devil will never have awything on ws either.

Many say “that ishardto do” No oresaidit wasnot hard. No oresaid it waseasy. Jesus sid
“...In theworld ye shall have tribulation: but be of goad cheer; | have overcome the world”
(John 1633). Sometimes we must dedde, which is more important, thisworld or eternity? Which
oneisworth more, thisworld which is only temporal or heaven which is eternal.

When Jesusisyour LORD, and Godisyour Father, andthe Holy Spirit isyour helper, guide,
comforter, teader, and leader, how much more can God dofor you?

Godhasgiven usHisWord, and God canna lie. Weneed to get ahdd of GodandHisWord
andtell the Devil to leave us“in the Name of Jesus.” Put the blood d Jesus over ourselves and all
that we have. Tell theDevil “ 1t iswritten,” quaing the Word of Godin truth ac@rding to what the
Holy Spirit inspired na what some men say isthe Word of God. God and HisWord are One (John
1:1,2) Believethe Word of God, quae the Word to the Devil and he will fleefrom you.

Y ou canna be taken in the snare of the Devil whileyou are walking in the Word of God. It
iswhen you start listening to those who are not walking with God quding Scripture verses that do
not say what they say they say. That is when the Devil will get youin his are.

Be Not An Offence

In Matthew 18:2-5 it says, “And Jesus called a little child unto him, and set himin the
midst of them...And said, Verily | say unto you, Except ye be mnverted, and become aslittle
children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven...Whosoever therefore shall humble
himself asthislittle dild, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven...And whoso shall
receive one such little dhild in my name receveth me.” In these verses many believe Jesus was
speking only of littl e children.

We neeal to understandthe Scripturesfrom God spaint of view. Jesuswasusing alittl e child
as an example, “a type and shadow” of “children in Christ,” those who are not mature in the ways
of God.How doweknow Jesuswas eeking of “childrenin Christ” ?InMatthew 18:6, it says, Jesus
said, “ But whoso shall offend oneof theselittleoneswhich believein me...” Little dildren when



they arefirst born into thisworld do na believe in Jesus. Only those who are born again believein
Jesus.

If a mature Christian shoud dfend any new born child of God that they turn away from
following Jesus, Jesus said, “...it were better for him that a mill stone were hanged about his
ned, and that he were drowned in the depth of the sea.” (Matt. 186).

InMatthew 18:7, Jesusmadethis gatement, “Wo euntotheword because of off ences! for
it must needsbethat off ences come; but woeto that man by whom the offence mmeth!” Satan
isthe god d thisworld, and dfences come becaise of Satan the Devil. But, in the Body of Christ
we ae nat to be following the ways of the world. Love must be the motive for everything we do.

Spe&king to the Body of Christ, in Matthew 18:6 Jesus said “ But whoso shall offend one
of these little ones which believe in me, it were better for him that a mill stone were hanged
about his ned, and that he were drowned in the depth of the sea.” This needs to be taken
seriously among thase in the Body of Christ.

The Apastle Paul writing in 1 Corinthians 10:32wrote, “ Give none offence neither tothe
Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to the cdhurch of God.”

Why isit so important that we give no dfence*...to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to
the church of God?” GodisLove, andlove never off ends anyone.

The Devil i sthe cause of off ence anong people. The Devil uses peopleto dffend Christians
that they do nd follow the leading of the Holy Spirit and walk in love.

When Christians are nat walking in love they hinder God from working in their lives
acording to Hiswill .

Offences come because someone is trying to take alvantage of another for their benefit.
When they take advantage of anather for their benefit they establi sh themsel ves as having authority
over ancther. In this paosition they beame antroll ers of others. When they establi sh authority over
another they use them as davesto help buld their domain and increase their worldly wedth and
pasition.

Thisgoescontrary to theWord of Godand contrary to theways of God.Godislove and daes
nat usurp authority over anyone. In the kingdom of God all things must be done by God working
through peoplein love.

From the beginning the Devil has aways tried to control what people do to establish his
dominion over people. Thisiswhat happened in the garden of Eden with Eve. Satan comes with a
snare to take people avay from God to serve him, na only in thisworld bu alsoin hell.

A snareisusualy baited with sometype of bait that looksgood,to get the prey into the snare.
In most cases the bait is using the Word of God decetfully. Missquaing the Word of God for
someone’ s own benefit. (Adding something to or taking something away from theinspired Word of
God). Thereby making it say something other than what the Holy Spirit inspired in the beginning.

The serpent said to Eve, “... Ye shall not surely die...For God doth know that in the day
yeeat thereof, then your eyes hall be opened, and ye shall beasgods, knowing goal and evil”
(Gen. 34,5).

Just asit tell sus, when the Devil tempted Jesusin Luke 4:6,7.1t says, “ And the devil said
unto him, All thispower will | givetheg and theglory of them: for that isdelivered unto me;
and towhomsoever | will | giveit...If thou therefore wilt wor ship me, al shall bethine.” Jesus
knew the Devil wasaliar. Jesus sid in John 844,“ Ye are of your father thedevil, and thelusts



of your father yewill do. Hewasa murderer from the beginning, and abode not in thetruth,
becausethereisno truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of hisown: for heisa
liar, and the father of it.”

The Devil used a serpent to get Eve to disobey the LORD. The Devil tried to get Jesus to
serve him with alie. Jesus knew the Scriptures, and would na bow down to the Devil .

We must know the Scriptures and the snare of the Devil when he uses people to make them
slaves and servants of disobedienceto the Word of God. Otherwise we may also beaome servants
of the Devil and beaome an dffenceto those in the body of Christ who are still “babesin Christ.”

Controlli ng spiritsare not from God. Godislove andlove never takes advantage of another
for His own benefit. Our first commandment is Love the LORD thy God.... Our secmnd
commandment isto Lovethy neighbar...” On thesetwo commandmentshang dl thelaw and the
prophets’ (Matt. 2240). “ Thereisnoneother commandment greater thanthese” (Mark 1231).

What shoud Christians do if they have been caught in a snare of the Devil. First is to
remember, Godis Love. God will deliver anyone from the works of the Devil if they will walk in
love and cdl uponthe LORD. God is full of forgivenessand is long suffering that nore shoud
perish.

If Satan has used you as a snare to control others, repent and believe that God can set you
free Believethat the graceof Godisfor youalso, nd just for others. Beli eve that when you repent,
Godwill restore youto apasitionin Christ Jesus that He has prepared for those who love Him.

Nothing in thisworld isworth more than dang the will of God acording to HisWord, nd
acording to the words of others who have been taken captive by the Devil at hiswill .

In Amos 3:3it asks, “ Can twowalk together, except they beagreed?” Towalk with God,
we must walk in Love (agape). We must also agreewith what God says in His written Word.



