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Introduction

Thisis Part 3 of a series of mini-books on “The Snare of the Devil.” It would be very
helpful if you hed Part 1 and Part 2 also. Thereisalot of informationin thefirst two partsthat isnat
in this part. Some of the informationin this part will be arepeda of what was aready in parts 1 and
2. Thisisdone smply becaise many who real this part will not have read the other parts.

In 2 Timothy the Apostle Paul is writing to Timothy, instructing him of things he shoud
avoid, and hav to minister to those who have been taken captive by the devil, “...that they may
recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at hiswill” (2
Tim. 2:26).

The Devil has asnare by which he takes many captive a hiswill . Christians need to have
wisdom and knavledge, that the Devil does nat take them cgptive with his siares.

In Matthew 4:1 it says, “Then was Jesusled up of the Spirit into the wildernessto be
tempted of the devil.” Jesus was tempted in al pointsjust aswe ae. Jesus defeaed the Devil by
the knowledge of the Word of God.

Jesus knew the Word of God, and we must also knaw the Word of God. The snare of the
devil i s used against thase who do nd know the Word of God themselves.

Many times in ou lives we do nd know or understand what is happening and why it is
happening. When these things take placein ou liveswemust “ Trust in the LORD with all thine
heart; and lean not untothineown understanding” (Prov. 35). Wemust “ walk by faith and not
by sight” (2 Cor. 5.7).

Y et, oneof the gredest helpswe haveisin understanding theWord of God.Many Christians
suffer for aladk of knowledge of the Word of God. We must “ Study to shew thyself approved
unto God, aworkman that nealeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing theword of truth” (2
Tim. 2:15). If wedo nd take thetimeto study the Word of God,we could be anong thasewho are
arealy taken captive by the snare of the Devil.

Itisimportant that Christianslean how to study the Word of God. Just reading the Word of
Godis not enough. We must study the Word of God and knav predsely what Godistelling usin
His Word.

Some information on“how to study the Scriptures’ is contained in amini-book,“ STUDY
THE SCRIPTURES’ by MerleE. Koepke. That mini-bookisavail able by downloading fredy from
our Web sites at:

www. handsforjesus.cc www.handsforjesus.org

The Snare of the Devil

The Devil knowsthe Scriptures. He knowswhat iswritten in the Scriptures. The Devil uses
the Scriptures to get Christiansin his iare, and take them captive & hiswill .

One of the greaest snares of the Devil is to get Christians into churches where he isin
control. The Devil knows that God is drawing people unto Jesus, that they can become born again
into the family of God. The Devil also knows he caana prevent a person from being born again,
oncethe Holy Spirit draws them to Jesus (John 644,55.

3



Therefore, the Devil triesto control what happens in the Churches that Christians join. He
comes as an angel of light (2 Cor. 11:13,14.

The Devil gets the Pastors of Churches to focus upon*“the desires of their heat,” to get
control of those who come to their church. Oncethe Pastors can get their churches to believe God
wants to give them “the desires of their heat,” the Devil | eads them right into his snare.

Therefore, oncethe Devil getsthe Pastor of the Church to fall into his siare, then he can get
al thememberstofall into his siarewith the Pastor. Jesus sid, “...if theblind lead theblind, both
shall fall intotheditch” (Matt. 1514). The Devil knowsif he can bindthe minds of the Pastors,
he can lead the whole dhurch into his iare.

Christians nead knowledge and undarstanding of the Word of God, dherwise they will be
open to the snare of the Devil themselves. One of the snares of the Devil used in many Churches
today istelling Christians, “ God wantsto gveyou thedesiresof your heart” (Psa. 37.4). When
Christians hea that, and kelieve what they hea, the Devil | eads them right into his share.

It isbecause of aladk of knowledge of the Word of God that many Christians are taken by
the snare of the Devil. If we study the Scriptures “corredly,” we will find that God DID NOT SAY,
Godwill giveyou“your” desires of “your” heat. If it istrue, that Godwill giveyou“your” desires
of “your” heat, then everything God was teading in the Scripturesis naot true.

First of al, thereason God sent Jesusinto thisworld isbecaise mankindwasfoll owing “the
desires of their heat.” The desires of man’s heat was wicked from the time Adam sinned in the
garden of Eden. Man’'s heat neeaded to be dhanged. Therefore, in Ezekiel 36:26 it says, “A new
heart alsowill | giveyou, and anew spirit will | put withinyou: and | will takeaway the stony
heart out of your flesh, and | will giveyou an heart of flesh.” First of al, God hesto first give
us anew heat.

Then God added something elsein Ezekiel 36:27,saying, “ And | will put my spirit within
you, and causeyou towalk in my statutes, and yeshall kegp my judgments, and dothem.” God
wants Christiansto be*led by theHoly Spirit,” nat by thewill of theflesh.In Romans8:14it says,
“For asmany asare led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.” This has always been
the will of Godfrom the foundation d the world, “that everyone would be led by the Holy Spirit.”

The desires of most Christianstoday isto dotheir own will , nat to submit to thewill of God
and“beled by theHoly Spirit.” If Christianswould read Psalm 37:3-5 corredly, they would seewhat
the LORD was saying in that Psalm. What is not good concerning what is written in Psalm 37:3-5
isthat Christians are using English Versions of the Bible, rather than the Hebrew Versions. What
they think it saysin the English Versionsis not adually what it saysin the Hebrew.

IntheKing JamesVersion d theBibleit says, “ Trust in theLORD, and do goal; so shalt
thou dwell in theland, and verily thou shalt befed...Delight thyself alsoin theLORD; and he
shall givetheethedesiresof thineheart...Commit thy way untothe LORD; trust alsoin him;
and heshall bring it to pass”

First it says, we must “ Trust in the LORD, and do godl...” Oncewe Trust in the LORD
(rather than in ou own ability), then God can cause us to prosper and live by His provisions.
Therefore, we must start by “trustingin theLORD” and“doing godd.” If Christiansdo nd start
first by “trusting in the LORD,” what they believe will not be what God said.

Also, God sideaof “doing goad,” and man’sideaof “doing goad,” are not the same. For
God, everything that He does is good. Anything that man daes “of his own ability” is nat good. It



must be “God working through man” to be good. Therefore, dang goodis “doing the will of God,
God sway.” Godisgood,andto dogoodman must “walk in Love & GodwalksinLove.” Towak
inlove andto dogood,a person must be “led by the Holy Spirit.”

Doing good is nat becoming religious like the Pharisees “condemning others to justify
themselves.” The Pharisees used the Law of Moses to control others, bu did na foll ow the Law
themselves.

Therefore, in Psalm 37:3,41t tell sus, first we must be “led by the Holy Spirit and dogood;
like God daesgood.Thenin versefour it says, “ Delight thyself alsoin theLORD...” The Hebrew
word for “Delight” is “anag,” meaning “to be soft or pliable.” To be soft or pliableisto bein a
pasition whereby God can pu Hisdesiresfor usin ou heat.

When God seesour heat is ©ft and diable, then * God will put Hisdesiresin our heart.”
(Godisnat going to give Christians whatsoever they desire. Godisfirst going to pu Hisdesiresin
their heat).

Godwill not put Hisdesiresin ou heats, if we aenat willi ng“to beled by theHoly Spirit.”
We must first be willi ng to be led by the Holy Spirit, then God will put Hisdesiresin ou heat.

Thisis very evident when we look at the New Covenant, where it says, “ This | say then,
Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil thelust of theflesh...For theflesh lusteth aganst the
Spirit, and the Spirit aganst theflesh: and these are contrary theoneto theother: sothat ye
cannot dothethingsthat yewould” (Gal. 5:16,17. God sdesireisthat we“Wallk in theSpirit...”
If God desires for usto walk in the Spirit then Godis nat interested in giving us the desires of our
flesh.” For tobe arnally minded isdeath; but tobespiritually minded islifeand peace’ (Rom.
8:6).

Once God hes put His desiresin ou heat, then verse five tell s us we must “ Commit thy
way unto the LORD; trust alsoin him; and he shall bringit to pass” We must “walk after the
Spirit, and nd after theflesh” (Rom. 8:5-7). Wemust bewilli ngto dothedesirethat God pusin ou
heat. Thisishow ministry work isto be dore. When we ae willi ng to dowhat God desires for us
to do,then God will bring to passthe desire He putsin ou heat.

God will not “decave” anyone, espedaly thase who are His own Children (born again of
the Word and the Spirit). Before God can give us the desires of our heat He must give us a new
heat, that He can work with. Then God must change our thinking, and ou ways.

InIsaiah 558,9it says, “ For my thoughtsare not your thoughts, neither are your ways
my ways, saith the LORD...For as the heavens are higher than the erth, so are my ways
higher than your ways, and my thoughtsthan your thoughts.”

Our “heatsdesires’ are establi shed by our thoughtsand ou ways. First, God reedsto change
our thoughts and ou ways before He can give us the desires of our heat.

Thesnare of the Devil i sto use Pastors of Churchesto tell their members, “ Godwill give you
the desires of your heart.” Then they will even pray with their members, that God will give them
whatsoever they desire. It looks 0 religious that the people believe the lie of the Devil.

Satan has a snare, by which he takes Christians captive & hiswill . He does this by helping
thePastorspray for their memberstoreceve “worldly richesandwedth,” which they cal “Blessngs
from God.” These blessngs of “riches and wedth” draw Christiansinto believing Godis blessng
them with thethingsof thisworld. Whereas, 1John 215-17 says, “ Lovenot theworld, neither the
things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in



him...For all that isin theworld, thelust of theflesh, and thelust of the g/es, and the pride of
life,isnot of theFather, but isof theworld...And theworld passth away, and thelust thereof:
but hethat doeth thewill of God abideth for ever.”

Why would God HessChristianswith “...thelust of theflesh, and thelust of the eyes, and
theprideof life...”? That would be mntrary to the will of God.

Satan is “the god of thisworld” (2 Cor. 4:4). Satan is able to cause people to recave
“worldly riches and wedth.” Thereby, the Devil gets Christiansin his siare, andthey take pridein
their gains of “worldly riches and wedth.”

When Christianslookfor “worldly richesandwedth,” they get their eyesupontheworld and
off the will of Godfor their lives. Money and riches beacome “their GOD,” and they think it is God
making them rich. The more they seek “worldly richesand wedth,” the degoer the Devil getsthem
into his sare.

What is sd, is that if they continue to seek “worldly riches and wedth,” they will find
themselves trusting in money, “rather than the Holy Spirit.” When they trust in money rather than
the Holy Spirit, God hes no choicebut to let them go their own way, and the Devil hasthem in his
trap, which could lead them right into the pits of hell.

When Christians are not led by the Holy Spirit, “they are being led by other spirits,” which
are nat from God. In Romans 6:16 it says, “Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves
servants to dbey, his frvants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of
obedienceunto righteousness?”

| love being led by the Holy Spirit. It isexciti ng to seehow the Holy Spirit |eads, and the way
Hecontrolsour liveswhenwe* Trust in theL ORD with all thineheart; and lean not unto thine
own understanding” (Prov. 35).

TheHoly Spirit does not lead acording to ou thinking, or the way we want Him to lead us.
Jesus said to Nicodemus in John 38, “ The wind bloweth whereit listeth, and thou hearest the
sound thereof, but canst not tell whenceit cometh, and whither it goeth: soisevery onethat
isborn of the Spirit.” When the Holy Spirit leals us, many times we have noideawhat is going
to happen urtil we seeit happen. We may think we ae going some placefor a cetain pupose, bu
when we find ou what happened, we know if it was the Holy Spirit leading us, or not?

Those who are deceved by the Devil think Godis leading them, when many timesit isnat
GOD, at al. If welet the Holy Spirit lead us, we will not get ourselves into situations where we do
nat have peace adjoy at al times.

Let me give an example of God giving usthe desires of our heat. | was born and raised on
a farm in nathern Wisconsin. After | graduated from High Schod | left the farm to work in
fadories. My desirewasto make alot of money, buy all thethings| desired, andlivefreeof working
seven days aweek onthe farm. (I wanted to have time for myself, to dowhat | wanted to do).

| wanted to havethethings*“| desired” and make my own dedsions. So | started working in
afadory (eight housaday, five daysaweek). | did the best | could, to dowhat they wanted me to
do. | gained favor with the bosses in the office Within ayea, they wanted me to go onsaary and
becmme aforeman in anew plant they were having built.

But, that was not “my desire,” and | left that job and went to another jobin adairy business
Therel drove amilk truck and pcked upmilk from the farmersin the mornings, and worked in the
plant in the dternoors.



| wasnot satisfied onthat job,so | |eft that job and went to work in apaper mill. In the paper
mill | gained favor with thebosses. Withintwelveyeas, | wasbeing considered for asalary job.Y et,
that was nat “the desire of my heat.”

That was nat the kind o Job | wanted. At that time | was gudying eledronics. | wanted to
work oneledronic equipment instead. | 1eft that jobandwent towork for amanufadureof eledronic
controls. Within lessthan ayea, they off ered me asalary jobworking in the lab with the enginees.
That was aday timejob,whichwould have taken upmy whole day. That was not “the desire of my
heat.”

| left that joband started my owntelevisionrepair business After | wasborn again, | saw the
LORD working inmy lifein many ways. | began thetelevision businessin 1970andwasborn again
in 1979.

Foll owing my new birth, the more | talked to my customers abou the LORD, the more my
businessprospered. After eleven yeasin thetelevisionrepair business | felt the LORD was cdling
me into the ministry.

| made an application to attend a Bible Schod, thinking it would help me get into the
ministry. Before | went to Bible Schod in 1982 jt was prophesied to me, that “ the ministry | would
be gaing into was not anything | thought it would be. But, when it happens | would know it was of
the LORD.”

Two days after that prophecy, | awoke dou 1:00am in the morning with “a desire in my
heat” to write abook. The title of the book was, The LORD said, “Tell Them | Love Them.” |
spent every hour | could find writing that first book. It took abou threeweeks to writeiit.

After writing that book,| had 15,000copies printed, and gave them away fred | never asked
anyone for money. | paid for the printing with my own money.

“The desire” to write books for the ministry was 2 gred in me, that | never stopped writing
booksto help peopleinthe ministry and help people get to knav the LORD andthewill of Godfor
their lives. | am still writing books today.

At thistime, we have two Internet Web sites with over ninety books on them. They are dl
freeby downloading all over theworld. Almost every courtry in the world has people going to the
Web sites (including Bible Coll eges, Bible Schods, Churches, Pastors, Ministries of al sorts, and
individuals). All of these ae getting the books free Many are sharing the information with cthers
al over theworld. It isajoy to serve the LORD, and do*the desire He put in my heat.”

Beforel started writing books, | did nd have any desireto write books. Theideanever came
into my mindthat | could write abook.It al happened within two days, following when the LORD
spoke to me through ancther brother in the ministry.

Today, just as it has been for the past twenty-five yeas, | would nad want to be doing
anything else, other than writing books and teading in the Body of Christ.

My heat isfill ed with peace adjoy as| continue to do“what the LORD put in my heat.”
When the LORD puts“Hisdesires’ inyour heat, youwill alwayshavepeace adjoy in dangwhat
you do.That peace adjoy comes from the Holy Spirit within you.

It isnot something we want to do.It is smething the LORD wantsusto do.It was never my
desire to write books all the yeas before that day when | awoke about 1:00am that morning, with
adesire to write abook,cdled, “The LORD said, Tell Them | Love Them.”

My own experience ®ncerning “the desires of my heat” confirms what Psalm 37:3-5is



talking about. | am aliving redity of what it truly saysin Psalm 37:3-5.

Youcanasolet God pu “Hisdesiresin your heat,” if youwill dowhat it tell susin Psalm
37:3-5,“Trust intheLORD, and do goal; so shalt thou dwell in theland, and verily thou shalt
be fed...Delight thyself also in the LORD; and he shall give thee the desires of thine
heart...Commit thy way unto the LORD; trust alsoin him; and he shall bring it to pass”

Oh, that Christians would orly know the truth concerning what our Bibles have to say. Do
not go by what men say. Go by what the Holy Spirit hasinspired to bewritten. The original writings
of the Scriptures were inspired by the Holy Spirit. If you set your heat right before the LORD, the
Holy Spirit will tead you what the Bible truly says. He will be your Helper, Guide, Comforter,
Leader, and Teader. By the Holy Spirit teating you the truth from the Scriptures, youwill know
the Truth and the Truth will set you FREE!

Thereisnojoy greder than being “taught by the Holy Spirit.” He knows everything. There
isnothing He does nat know. He will reved to you everything you need to know. The Holy Spirit
will not withhdd any goodthing from thase who walk uprightly.

Thisiswhat it saysin Psalm 84:11," For theLORD God isa sun and shield: theLORD
will givegraceand glory: no goal thing will hewithhold from them that walk uprightly.” In
Proverbs 2.7 it says, “ Helayeth up sound wisdom for the righteous: heisabuckler tothem that
walk uprightly.”

Do na wasteyour timehere oneath seeking “the desires of your natural mind.” Do na seek
“the desires of theflesh.” Do na seek “thethings of thisworld.” All of thiswill passaway, orly that
which comes from God will be of any value when we leave this eath.

Thesnareof theDevil i sto draw asmany Christiansaway from thewill of Godfor their lives
as he can. If he can get them seeking “the desires of their minds and their flesh” he has them right
where he wants them. They will be doing just what the Devil wants them to do.He will give them
everything “they desire in this world.” Then, he will take them along with hm to hell when they
leave thiseath. It isnot worth it! Do na even give it a seandthought. Cast down all thoughts of
the things of thisworld, and seek only that which comes from God. In Colosgans 3:1,2it says, “ I f
ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the
right hand of God...Set your affedion on things above, not on thingson the erth.”

Jesus warned us of the way the Devil worksto destroy Christiansin Mark 4:13-20.1n Mark
4:13it says, “ And hesaid unto them, Know ye not this parable? and how then will yeknow all
parables?” Thisis one of the most important parables that Jesus gave. This parable identifies the
works of the Devil anong thosewho become Christians. If wedo nd understandthisparable, it will
be unlikely that we will understand very many of the other parables. This parable istalking about
one of the most important subjedsintheBible. It tellsushow that the Devil comesto sted thetruth
of the Word of God from Christians today.

In this mini-bookwe will nat go completely through this parable, but it isimportant to see
what Jesus said abou those Christians who endure the first two temptations of the Devil. In Mark
4:18,19, Jesus sid, “And these are they which are sown among thorns; such as hear the
word...And the caresof thisworld, and thedecatfulnessof riches, and thelustsof other things
entering in, choketheword, and it becometh unfruitful.”

The gredest snare of the Devil isto tempt Christianswith “...the cares of thisworld, and
the decetfulnessof riches, and the lusts of other things...” The Devil does this by getting our



attention onthe things of thisworld that we desired before we becane born again into the family of
God. Therefore, it isimportant that we do nd seek thethingswe desired before wewereborn again.
We must understand Psalm 37:3-5, andfoll ow it step by step. Seekingfirstto“ Trust in theLORD,
and do godl...” (Psa. 37:3). When God sees our desire to doHiswill, then God will t ake usto the
next step, “ Delight thyself also in the LORD...” (Psa. 37:4). Once God pus His desiresin ou
heat, then we must * Commit thy way unto the LORD...” (Psa. 37.5).

The Devil will try to stop usevery step of theway. First hetriesto “steal theWord” out of
our heat (Mark 4:14). Then hewill send“affliction or perseautions’ our way (Mark 4:17). When
that doesnat stop, tshewill comewiththe“ decetfulnessof riches, and thelustsof other things”
(Mark 4:19).

Christiansneed to uncerstandPsalm 37:3-5. To overcomethe Devil , wemust know theWord
of God,and hav Godworksamongthosewhom Herecavesinto thefamily of God by the new birth
(John 36,7).

We must be avare of the Snare of the Devil. The Devil knowsthat if he can get Christians
to seek after the desires of their heat, he can lead them into histrap.

All throughout the Bibleyouwill see eidenceof theDevil tryingto get peopleinto his share.
Alrealy at the time of Job, Satan was working to get people in his share.

First Satan got Jobinto fea (Job 325). Fea only comeswhen apersonistrying to dotheir
own will of the flesh. When we “walk after the Spirit of God,” we have nofea. In 2 Timothy 1:7
it tells us, “For God hath not given usthe spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a
sound mind.” Other spirits (which are not of God), cause those whowalk after the flesh to get into
fea.

OnceJobwastaken captive by the Devil in fea, pride and self-righteousnesscontrolled his
life. These two, “pride and self-righteousness’ cost Job amost everything he had.

Joblost hispassesgons (Job 1:13-19). Jobevenlost his sven sonsandthreedaughters (Job
1:18.19. Jobwas a so stricken “...with sore boil sfrom the sole of hisfoat unto hiscrown” (Job
2:7). Only Job' swife remained.

Jobwas wingto hisflesh, and d the flesh Job suffered loss(Gal. 6:7,8). Many Christians
today are being taught “that they must suffer withou a caise,” like Job. These ae the teadings of
men, and nd of God. It isby the teadings of men that Satan can take many Christianscaptive & his
will .

Jesus warned us of this happening in these last days. Jesus said, “ For many shall comein
my name, saying, | am Christ {saying, | am anointed}; and shall deceve many” (Matt. 24.5).
These are walking after the flesh, and nd after the Spirit (Gal. 6:7,8). Those who say “they are
anointed” andtry to control others are not walking after the Holy Spirit. They are “walking after the
flesh.” Those who foll ow them could easily find themselves being led by the blind (Matt. 1514).

Christiansmust lean to be “led by the Holy Spirit,” and nd “walk after theflesh.” Only the
Holy Spirit can keep usfrom corruption,which comesto thasewhowalk after theflesh (Gal. 5:16,1;
6:7,8).

Fea, pride, and self-righteousnessare snares of the Devil to lead Christiansinto his control
of their lives. UnlessChristians do what Jesus said to do (deny ourselves and follow Him), they
could easlly be decaved.

Christians must walk in the Light as Godisin the Light (1 John 14-5:21). “God is L ove”



(2 John 48). In 1 Corinthians 13:4, it tell susthat loveis “not selfish.” The word “selfish” means,
“toomuch concerned with ore’ sown welfare or interestsand having littl e or noconcern for others.”
Thisisaso adescription d the Holy Spirit, Heis nat selfish or self-centered.

TheHoly Spirit will never forceHimself uponsomeone dse. The Holy Spirit will never do
things against your will. Love does not operate by force and is never rude or selfish. Love dso
“...sufferslong and iskind...” (1 Cor. 134, NKJV). Only by walkingin Love, can Christians have
fellowshipwith God (1 John 15-7). Walkinginlove means preferring others before oursel ves (Phil .
2:3,9).

Unlessthe desires of the flesh are brought under subjedionto the Holy Spirit, we wuld be
easily taken in the snare of the Devil.

For moreinformation onthis sibjed, get all the Partsof “ The SNARE of theDEVIL” Watch
for this srieson ou Web sites and davnload as many freebooks as you desire. Go to:
www.handsforjesus.cc
www.handsforjesus.org
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