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Introduction

In 2 Timothy the Apastle Paul is writing to Timothy, instructing him of things he shoud
avoid, and hav to minister to those who have been taken captive by the devil. In 2 Timothy 2:26 it
says, “...that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive
by him at hiswill . “

The Devil has asnare by which he takes many captive a hiswill . Christians need to have
wisdom and knawledge, that the Devil does nat take them cgptive in his siares.

In Matthew 4:1, it says, “ Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wildernessto be
tempted of thedevil.” Jesus was tempted in all pointsjust aswe ae (Heb 4:15). When Jesus was
tempted by the Devil i n the wil derness He quaed the Scriptures, saying, “ It iswritten...” (Luke
4:4,8,10. Jesus defeded the Devil by His knowledge of the Word of God.

One of the gredest helps we have isin understanding the Word of God. Many Christians
suffer for aladk of knowledge of the Word of God. We must, “ Study to shew thyself approved
unto God, aworkman that nealeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing theword of truth” (2
Tim. 2:15). If wedo nd take the time to study the Word of God, we auld be anong thasewho are
taken by “the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at hiswill” (2 Tim. 2:26).

InLuke4:5-8it says, “ And thedevil, taking him up into an high mountain, shewed unto
him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time...And the devil said unto him, All this
power will | givetheg and theglory of them: for that isdelivered unto me; and to whomsoever
I will 1 giveit...If thou therefore wilt wor ship me, al shall bethine...And Jesus answered and
said unto him, Get theebehind me, Satan: for it iswritten, Thou shalt wor ship theLord thy
God, and him only shalt thou serve.”

Jesus knew theWord of God.Jesusknew “the Devil wasaliar” (John8:44). Jesusknew that
He aeaed all things (John 13; Eph. 39; Col. 1:16; Heb. 1:2; Rev. 4:11). Jesus knew all of the
kingdoms of this world were under His authority. Jesus knew what the Scriptures said in 2Kings
19:15; 2 Chronicles 20:6; Job 367-12; Psalms 10319; Daniel 2:37,38.

Today, there aemany Pastorsthat beli evethe Devil wastelli ng Jesusthetruthin Luke4:5-8.
Ignorance of the Word of God will open the doar for the snare of the Devil. God cannat bless
ignorance of the Word of God.

Christians siodd na be ignorant of what the Word of God says. It is important that
Christians learn haw to study the Word of God. Just reading the Word of God is nat enough. We
must study the Word of God and knaw predsely what God istelling usin His Word.

God does nat seethings the way people seethings. God sees things from His point of view
(whichisreveded in the written Word of God).



| dentify the Snare of the Devil
Part 4

The Devil comes to those in the ministry, tempting them with the things of thisworld. In 1
John2:15-17ittellsus, “ Lovenot theworld, neither thethingsthat are in theworld. I f any man
lovetheworld, thelove of the Fatherisnot in him...For all that isin theworld, thelust of the
flesh, and the lust of the gres, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the
world...And the world passth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God
abideth for ever.”

The Devil is“the god of thisworld” (2 Cor. 4:4). The Devil does have the power to give
Christians wedth and riches (Mark 4:18,19. The Devil aways had power over the riches of this
world (Ezek. 2812-14).

TheDevil isaliar (John 844) Just likethe Devil used the Serpent to lieto Evein the garden
of Eden, he uses other Christians in the ministry to spread his lies in the Churches today (Matt.
24:17).

There are many Christianstoday that beli eve that “gain isgodliness” Even when the Bible
tell sthem to beware*“...of men of corr upt minds, and destitute of thetruth, supposingthat gain
isgodliness from such withdraw thyself” (1 Tim. 6.5).

Seeking money could be dangerous for Christians. Money is nat our answer. Jesus is our
answer, and following Jesus is the way to get the answersto al our situationsin thislife.

As an example, in Matthew 19:16-24 we ae told abou a young man who hed wedth that
came to Jesus asking Him, “Good Master, what goad thing shall | do, that | may have eternal
life?” (Matt. 1916).

Christians today, shoud pay attention to the answer Jesus gave this young man. Jesus said
to the young man, “W hy call est thou me goad? thereis none goad but one, that is, God: but if
thou wilt enter into life, keep the @mmandments’ (Matt. 1917).

Notice the LORD has given ustwo new commandments, which includes “ And thou shalt
lovetheLord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with
all thy strength: thisisthefirst commandment... And thesemnd islike, namely this, Thou shalt
love thy neighbour asthyself. Thereis none other commandment greater than these” (Mark
12:30,3)). If we love the LORD our God with all our heat, soul, mind, and strength, it does nat
leare aything left to love money with.

When the yourng man said, he kept the ommandments from hisyouth up,“J esussaid unto
him, If thou wilt be perfed, go and sell that thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt
have treasure in heaven: and come and follow me” (Matt. 19.21).

The young man left Jesus after heaing what Jesus sid. Then Jesus said to His disciples,
“Verily | say unto you, That a rich man shall hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven...And
agan | say unto you, It iseasier for acamel to gothrough the g/e of a nedlle, than for arich
man to enter into the kingdom of God” (Matt. 1923,24.

Noticesomething that Jesus said abou money andriches. First Jesus sid, " That arich man
shall hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven.” Then in the next verse Jesus sid, “ It iseasier
for acamel to gothrough the g/e of anedlle, than for arich man to enter into the kingdom of
God.” If Jesus sid this, we shoud take caeful note of what He said.
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Woudn't it be better to foll ow Jesus, than to seek money and wedth? | would rather foll ow
Jesus, myself. | would rather trust in the LORD for all my needs, than to see&k money andwedth in
this life. What the world hasto dffer is nothing compared to eternity in heaven. We shoud take
naticeof al that Jesus sid abou money and wedth.

Inthisday andage (2008, 2009 inthe United Stateswe seemany Christianswho puchased
expensive automobil es (paying as much as $35,000 o more for an automobil€), and expensive
homes (paying as much as $150,000and upfor their homes). They were told that God will bless
them (in their ignorance).

Hereiswisdom, if “Godisin onwhat ishappening,” it will succeel. Godcanna fail (Titus
1:2). Neither can anything that Godisin onfail. “If it fail s, Godwas nat in onit.” One way you can
know if Godisin onwhat is happening, isby theresultsit brings. Just asyoucan know if aprophecy
istrue, “if it doesnot cometo pess it was nat from God’ (Deu. 1822, Num. 2319).

Asaresult of Christiansbeli eving what some have taught and said, many of these Christians
today arewithou money to pay their bill s. They arelooking to ather Christians andthe government
for ahandou. They lost their jobs, they lost their homes, and naw they arelooking for someone dse
to help them. It seems that God is no longer their source It seems money is their only source for
whatsoever they have neal of.

The same Christians who encouraged them to buy expensive aitomobil es and hames, are
now telli ng them to go to the government for asgstancein paying their bill s. When they do nd have
money for food,they are told to ask the government for welfare asgstanceto buy food.When they
do nat have ajob, they aretold to go to the government for unemployment benefits and all sorts of
hand-outs.

What happened to ou God? Is not our God able to supfdy al our needs? The Bible has
always taught that “with God, nothing isimpossble’ (Matt. 1926; Luke 1:37; Gen. 1814).

The Devil hasasnare, by which he takes Christians and causes them to bring shame on ou
LORD Jesus Christ. Theworld sees sme Christiansashypocrites, spegking prosperity, whileliving
off the government.

Some Christiansgo aroundsaying “ Godtold them to dowhat they aredoing.” God rever told
Christianstolie, sted, andchea others, inthe Body of Christ or intheworld. Jesustold usthat “ God
can take cae of thase whowill seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness’ (Matt. 6:25-
34).

It sure seamslikewe aelivingin thelast dayswhen the Devil i susing Christiansto destroy
the image of God in the g/es of the world. Christians are daiming bankruptcy, to get out of debt,
causing many in the world to lose their money. The world trusted in Christians to be horest and
truthful in their lives when they loaned them money. Thisisasnare of the Devil, taking Christians
into his control by ignorance of the Word of God.

Many in the world today do nd trust Christians. They have seen many Christians going to
court for not paying their bill s, lying, cheaing, steding, etc. becaise of money. Many Christians
have believed “the father of lies.” The Devil has taken them in his qare.

What is sad abou all of thisisthat Christians are dso taken in by some of the Pastors of
Churches, whotell them to dosuch things. It isall over the United States today. Some Pastors are
telling their people to “give, and God will give bad to them one-hunded fold.” Some of these
Pastorsare living like kings, whil e their members are out of work, looking for ahandou from other



Christians, and the government.

Whereis Godin al of this? What happened that God canna take cae of His Children? It
seansthe Devil hastaken many Christiansin his share, becaise Christiansareignorant of the Word
of God. Some Pastors have used the Word of God cecetfully, and have become & thieves and
robkbers of their own church members.

If you ask some of these Pastors today, who was Jesus geing of in John 1010, when He
said, “ Thethief cometh not, but for to steal, and tokill, and to destroy...” they will tell youthat
“Jesuswas Peaking of the Dewl.”

Yet, that is not who Jesus was ge&king of in John 1010. If anyone would rea the first
fifteen verses of Chapter Ten, they would know Jesus “was nat” spe&king of the Devil .

Look at what Jesus sid in John 101. It says, “Verily, verily, | say unto you, He that
entereth not by thedoor intothesheepfold, but climbeth up someother way,thesameisathief
and arobber.” The oneswhoentered ancther way, werethaosewho used “their version o the Law”
to come ajainst Jesus. Jesus came to dothe Fathers will, and they came against Jesus as he went
around feding the sick onthe Sabbath Day.

In John 107,8it says, “ Then said Jesus unto them agan, Verily, verily, | say unto yaou,
| am the door of the she.. All that ever came before me are thieves and robbers: but the
shee did not hear them.”

Whowasit that came before Jesus as*“the Shepherd of thesheepfold?” It wastheLevites(the
Scribes, Pharisees, and Sadducees). These where dhasen by the LORD at the time of Mosesin the
wilderness They wereto beteading the Children of Israd thetrue message of “thelove of Godand
how to keg themselves from the works of the Devil .”

When Jesus came with the true message of the Father, they came against Him. They were
teading “their idea of the Law,” which was nat what M oses instructed them. Neither was it what
came through Abraham, (thefather of faith). They even said, “ Abraham wastheir father, but they
did not do the works of Abraham” (John 839).

The thief that comes to sted, kill, and destroy today could be “the Pastors who are not
teaching what Jesus taught.” Jesus was teading, “Have faith in God” (Mark. 11:22). “Faith in
God’ was the main subjed of al of the teadings of Jesus. Wherever Jesus went He was teading
“faith in God.”

Whenthedisciplescould na cast out ademonfrom a child, they asked Jesus, “...W hy could
not we @ast him out?” (Matt. 17:19). Jesus said to them, “...Becuse of your unbelief...” (Matt.
17:20).

Acoording to John 1010, Pastors of Churchestoday whoare not focusing their teadingson
“faith in God,” could be the thieves and robbers today. They are nat setting the people freg but
rather helping the Devil to take them in his share.

Thewhode Bible, from Genesisthrough Revelationisteating usto “Havefaith in God.”
In the New Testament it says, “Now thejust shall li ve by faith: but if any man draw back, my
soul shall have no pleasure in him” (Heb. 1038). Pastors who are not teading their members to
“havefaith in God,” could arealy be taken in the snare of the Devil.

God canna answer the prayers of Christianswho do no “ have faith in God.” When God
does nat have awy pleasure in Christians, He is nat obligated to answer their prayers. When
Christians “put their faith in anything ather than God,” they are being deceved in what they



believe. Satan hastaken themin his sxare whil e they are being “...tossed to and fro, and carr ied
about with every wind of doctrine, by thesleight of men, and cunning craftiness whereby they
liein wait to decave’ (Eph. 414).

When Christiansdo nd beli evethat Godwill answer their prayer when they pray, Godisnot
obligated to answer their prayer. Godis “looking for faith,” when Christians pray.

Jesusisthe GoodShepherd. A goodShepherd will tead “ faith in God.” Theonly faith God
will hona is*Faith in God.” Jesus taught “ Faith in God.”

JesussaidinJohn 1413,14 And whatsoever yeshall ask in my name, that will 1 do,that
theFather maybeglorified in theSon...If yeshall ask any thingin my name, | will doit.” Jesus
was nat talking abou asking “other Christians, or other people.” Jesus was talking abou “asking
Himself or God the Father in His name.”

In John 1623,24 Jesus sid, “ And in that day ye shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily, |
say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will giveit you...Hitherto
have yeasked nothingin my name: ask, and yeshall receve, that your joy may befull.” Again,
Jesus was talking abou “asking the Father” in His name.

Who is our source for al that we have need of? Is it the government, the people, other
Christians, or isit GOD? Who dowe trust, God a men? In Proverbs 3:5,6 the Bible says, “ Trust
intheLORD with all thineheart; and lean not unto thineown understanding..In all thy ways
acknowledgehim, and heshall direct thy paths.” Notice it says, “ TrustintheLORD...” it does
not say to trust in anyone dse, or anything else.

If aPastor doesnat trust inthe LORD, how can heteat hismembersto trust in the LORD?
“If the blind lead the blind, theywill all fall into the ditch” (Matt. 15.14).

Jesuswas led by the Holy Spirit in everything He did. To beled by the Holy Spirit, we must
betaught by the Holy Spirit. Jesus said in John 645," It iswritten in the prophets, And they shall
beall taught of God...” Jesuscould nd teat on“being led by the Holy Spirit” Himself, while He
was here & “the Son d Man,” for the Holy Spirit was nat yet given (John 738,39. But Jesus did
say, “Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, iscome, hewill guideyou into al truth: for heshall
not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you
thingsto come...He shall glorify me: for he shall recave of mine, and shall shew it unto you.”

Oncethe Holy Spirit came, and manifest anong those in the upper room on Pentecost Day,
thosewho kelieved theWord of Godwere “led by the Holy Spirit.” Now, the Scripturesin the New
Testament tell us, “ For asmany asare led by the Spirit of God, they are thesonsof God” (Rom.
8:14). In Romans 8:1, it says, “ Thereistherefore now no condemnation to them which are in
Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” Notice if you real this verse
corredly, “thereis condemnation for those who donot walk after the Spirit.”

In Galatians 5:16,17it says, “ This| say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil
thelust of theflesh...For the flesh lusteth aganst the Spirit, and the Spirit aganst the flesh:
and these are contrary the oneto the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.”
Therefore, if we continueto dothethings“wewant to do;” we caina please God.We must be “led
by the Holy Spirit” if we aeto please God.

Thesetwo thingsarerequired of Christianstoday: “ walk by Faith” and“beled by theHoly
Spirit.” Thisis what the whole New Testament is all about. Pastors who are not teating their
members how to “walk by faith in God,” and “be led by the Holy Spirit” could be thieves and



robkbers.

Jesussaidin John 1011,“1 am the goad shepherd: thegoad shepherd giveth hislifefor
thesheg.” A goodPastor will | ay hislife down for hismembers, “not ask hismembersto lay their
lives down for the Pastor.” The snare of the Devil i swhen aPastor thinks of himself as greaer than
his members. “ God resists the proud and gves graceto the humble’ (1 Peter 5:5). “ Pride goeth
before destruction...” (Prov. 1618).

A Pastor whowalksin pride (preferring himself before hismembers), could bejudged by the
LORD (Heb.1030). Lookat Revelation, Chapterstwo andthreg and seewhat will happen when the
LORD judges the Pastors and Churches today?

What was happening in the seven Churches in Asia, is gill happening in some of the
Churchestoday. Will the LORD be “unjust,” and nd judge the Churches today? | would na want
to take a dianceonthat. | would rather be doing what the LORD said to do,than to be judged for
nat doing what we aetold to doin the Bible.

Lookat what the LORD said to the Church in Sardisin Revelation 34,5.“ Thou hast afew
names even in Sardiswhich have not defiled their garments; and they shall walk with mein
white: for they are worthy...He that overcometh, the same shall be dothed in white raiment;
and | will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but | will confesshis name before my
Father, and before hisangels.”

What abou the others in the Church of Sardis? If only afew “will not” have their names
taken out of the Book o Life, what will happen to the rest? Will their names be taken ou of the
Book of Life? If their names are taken ou of the Book o Life, where will t hey end upg? Revelation
20:15says, “whosoever wasnot found written in thebook of lifewascast intothelakeof fire.”

Totheseven Churchesin Asia, the LORD said to“ Repent, and dotheworksHe alledthem
todo.” Toead of the Churches, the LORD a so made the statement, “ To him that overcometh...”
It sure looks like Christians “ must overcome the works of the Dewl.”

If Pastors of Churchestoday are not teading their members “ Faith in God,” and“how to
overcome the works of the Devil,” then what are they teading?

If Christians are to “overcome,” then the Churches $houd be teading them “how to
overcome.” It doesnat seam that thisiswhat isbeing taught in some of the Churchestoday. Arethe
Churches helping Christiansto overcomethe works of the Devil ? It seems, the Devil i staking many
Christiansin his iare, and they are blinded by their ideaof what God expeds of His Children.

What Godisteadting usinthe Biblefrom Genesisthrough Revelation,isalot diff erent than
what it seans ome ae being taught in some Churches today.

God hes not changed (Mal. 3:6). Godis gill teading the same message a He taught from
Genesis through Revelation.

Look at what God was teading in the Book d Job. Job was awedthy man. He had seven
sons and threedaughters. But, Job was nat living acording to God sideaof how men shoud live.
Jobwas aself-righteous man, with alot of pridein hmself. Lookat what happened to Job,“because
of his pride and self-righteousness”

First, Satan got Jobinto fea (Job 325). Fea only comeswhen apersonistrying to dotheir
own will of the flesh. When we “walk after the Spirit of God,” we have nofea. In 2 Timothy 1:7
it tells us, “For God hath not given usthe spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a
sound mind.” Other spirits (which are not of God), cause thosewhowalk after the flesh to get into



fea.

Noticeancther thing abou “the spirit of fea.” This girit comesuponthosewho do nowalk
intheLoveof God.” Thetrue(aggpe) L oveof God castsout all fear...” Whenwewalk inthetrue
love of God,wehave“a sound mind.” Not amindthat takes advantage of others. But asoundmind
that loves others and desires to seethem “walk by faith and ke led by the Spirit of God.”

Noticeaso, in Romans 1:18-32, it tell sus that Christians who are nat thankful, and do nd
glorify God, bu turn from adknowledging Him in all their ways can be turned owver to areprobate
mind (unapproved, rejeded mind). Study espeaaly Romans 1:28-33, where it mentions, “Being
filled with all unrighteousness fornication, wickedness covetousness maliciousness; full of
envy, murder, debate, decat, malignity; whisperers...Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful,
proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents...Without understanding,
covenant breakers, without natur al aff ection, implacable, unmerciful.” These Christiansarethe
ones whom God turns their minds over to the Devil. When God nolonger approves of their mind,
andthen rgedsthem, Satan gets control of their minds. Thisisworsethan if they had never known
the way of righteousness(2 Peter 2:20,21).

Once Jobwas taken captive by the Devil infea, pride and self-righteousnesscontrolled his
life. These two, “pride and self-righteousness’ caused Jobto lose dmost everything he had.

Joblost hispossessons(Job 1:13-19). Jobeven lost his sven sonsandthreedaughters (Job
1:18.19. Jobwas a so stricken “...with sore boil sfrom the sole of hisfoat unto hiscrown” (Job
2:7). Only Job's wife remained. Job was “sowing to hisflesh,” and d the flesh Job suffered loss
(Gal. 6:7,8).

Many Christians today are being taught “that they must suffer without a cause like Job
suffered without a cause.” These ae the teadings of men, and nd of God. Jesus suffered for us,
so that we would na suffer.

When we repent and pu away all pride and self-righteousness Godwill deliver usfrom the
snare of the Devil. It is by the teadings of men that Satan can take many Christians captive & his
will .

Until Jobadknowledged his” pride andself-righteousness” and* repented,” the LORD could
not help Job. After Job“repented in dust and ashes,” then the LORD could turn hiscaptivity around
(Job 426).

(1) “After Job repented” the LORD was able to blessJob with ten times what he had before.
(2) “ After Job repented,” he lived ancther one-hunded and forty yeas.

Thosewhoarewalkinginthefootsteps of Jobinthe beginning of theBook o Job* must also
Repent,” before the LORD can turn them aroundand nd judge them for their unrighteousness
Christianstoday, needto “ Repent” of foll owing thasewhoarenat teading what Jesustaught. Those
who are nat teading “faith in God,” neel to repent, and dothe works that Jesus did.

Those who do ot “ deny themselves and follow Jesus,” could find themselvesin a “bad
pasition” when Jesusreturnsin His Seaondcoming. When Jesus comesbadk in His SeaondComing,
Hewill nat be oming as“thelLamb of God,” but rather as*the Lion of Judah.” Hewill cometo
judge al unrighteousness including Christianswholivein urrighteousness walking after theflesh
and nd after the Spirit.

TheBiblesays, Enoch prophesied, “... saying, Behold, theL ord cometh with ten thousands
of his saints...To exeautejudgment upon all, and to convinceall that are ungodly among them



of al their ungodly deadswhich they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard speedtes
which ungodly sinners have spoken against him” (Jude 1:14,15.

When the LORD returnsin His Seacond Coming, “which could be soon,” Hewill j udge dl
unrighteousness. There @muld be many in the Churches today like those in “the dwurch of the
Laodiceans’ (Rev. 3:14-22).

In the Church of the Laodiceans, the LORD said, “...becuse thou art lukewarm, and
neither cold nor hot, I will spue theeout of my mouth...Because thou sayest, | am rich, and
increased with goads, and have neal of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and
miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked” (Rev. 3:15,16.

Christians, usingtheir faithto oltain worldly wedth andrichescould findthemsel ves* spued
out of our LORD’smouth.” Faith for thethings of thisworld, isnot thekind d faith Godislooking
for.

Godislooking for thekind d faith that will dothe sameworksthat Jesusdid. Godislooking
for Christians to walk like Jesus walked. Jesus said, “Verily, verily, | say unto you, He that
believeth on me, theworksthat | do shall hedo dso; and greater worksthan these shall hedo;
because | gounto my Father” (John 1414).

If the Churches are not doing what Jesus said they shoud be doing, what will happen when
Jesusreturnsin His SeaondComing? It isnot good,what we seehappening in some of the Churches
today. Christians nedd to take heed to what they believe and what they are being taught.

The Devil knows histimeis $ort. He is doing everything he can to get Christians into his
snare. Many are taken in his siare, na knowing the truth from the Scriptures.

Many Christians are not studying their Bibles, bu letting those who say they are Pastorstell
them what to believe. They beli eve some Pastorswhom it seans could be dready takenin the snare
of the Devil, and are foll owing the wrong voice

We must not beignorant of the Devil sdevices. He hasasnareto take Christiansin, if wedo
nat study the Scripturesourselves, rather than beli eve what otherstead. Foll owing men, rather than
“foll owing Jesus’ and “being led by the Holy Spirit” could passbly cause usto lose our eternity in
heaven.

There are many freebooks written to help Christiansto know the truth andwalk in the truth
every day. Many of the subjeds covered in these freebooks include: “Faith in God,” “ Walking by
faith,” being “Led by the Holy Spirit,” being “ Taught by God’ and “How to study the Scriptures.”

All books on ou Web sites are freeby downloading at:

www.handsforjesus.cc
www.handsforjesus.org
For more information on“ The Snare of the Devil,” get all the parts of this sries of Mini-Books.
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