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Introduction

TheBibletellsusweshoud* Study to shew thyself approved unto God, awor kman that
neadeth not tobeashamed, rightly dividingtheword of truth” (2 Tim. 215). Why are Christians
told to study the Scriptures? There ae many things reveded in the Scriptures that will help us to
overcomethe enemy in ou lives. We must overcomethe enemy if we aeto continue our fell owship
and relationship with God.

In John 645, Jesus said, “It iswritten in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of
God...” How can Godtead usif we do nd study the Scriptures? God haes given usthreewitnesses
here oneath to knowv what is of Godandwhat isnot of God.In 1John 57,8it says, “ For thereare
threethat bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and thesethree
are one...And thereare threethat bear witnessin earth, the Spirit, and thewater (Word), and
theblood: and thesethree agreein one.”

In Amos 3:3 it asks the question, “ Can two walk together, except they be agreed?” Can
anyonewalk with God uriessthey agreewith God? How can we know if we aein agreement with
Godif wedo nd study the Scriptures? If we aeto be”taught by God” as Jesus said, then we must
find out how Godteades us? In 1John 227 it says, “ But the anointing which ye have receved
of him abideth in you, and ye neal not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing
teacheth you of all things, and istruth, and isno lie, and even asit hath taught you, ye shall
abidein him.”

Theanainting that is oken o in 1 John 227 isthe Holy Spirit Himself. Heis our teader
sent from Godto tead us all things. O how important it isto be taught by the Holy Spirit.



STUDY The Scriptures

TheHoly Spirit wantsto tead us. But, how can Hetead usif we aenat in agreament with
Him. If we disagreewith the Holy Spirit, He will nat be &leto teat us anything. Only when we
walk in agreement with the Holy Spirit, the Word of God, and the Blood d Jesus can we have
fellowship with God. There is no aher way to have fellowship with God withou walking in
agreament with these three In 1 John 58 it tells us, “ And there are three that bear witnessin
earth, the Spirit, and the water, and the blood: and these three agree in one.”

SomeBiblesdo nd have 1 John 58inthem theway it isrevededinthe King JamesVersion.
Thisisnot goodto say theleast. We need Biblesthat have dl thetruth in them, nat just some of the
truth.

One day it came from my spirit concerning 1 John 58, saying, “T here are only three
witnesses onearth, nd moreor less” The New Covenant has only threewitnesses, being we ae
not uncer the law, bu under “Graceand Truth” InJohn 117t says, “For thelaw was given by
Moses, but graceand truth came by Jesus Christ.”

When | chedked 1 John 58 ou in my Bible my attentionwas drawn to 1 John 59, where it
says, “ If we receve the witnessof men, the witnessof God isgreater...” In the Old Testament,
they went by two or threewitnesses of men (Deut. 17:6; 19:15). Jesus also made mention d thisin
John 8:17,18,when He was ge&king to the Jews who were there when the Pharisees had brought
awoman to Jesusto bejudged for adultery. Jesuswas referring to the law of Moses when He made
that statement in John 817,18.

Thereisan enemy in the world. He works through the minds of thase whowill permit him.
All who are nat truly born again of the Word and the Spirit are under his control and do no know
it. In Ephesians 2:2 it tell sus, “W herein in time past ye walked accor ding to the curse of this
world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the
children of disobedience” The minds of people have been subjed to the wntrol of the Devil ever
since Adam and Eve sinned in the garden of Eden. Only God can set us free of this control of the
Devil in our mind.

Itis sad that even among thosewho say they are Christians, many are still walking acoording
to their mind (their natural understanding), which they have learned from the worlds s/stem. We
need the Holy Spirit to tead us spiritual thingsfor in 1 Corinthians 2:24 it tellsus “...the natural
man receaveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are fodishnessunto him: neither
can he know them, because they are spiritually discemed.”

Very few Christians understand the importance of heaing from the Holy Spirit, as He tries
to help, guide, comfort, lead, andtead us iritual things, that we will not be taken by the snare of
the Devil.

In studying the Scriptureswe must be very careful to be sure what we read and study istruly
from God. One day | was working on ajob, pying attention to what | was doing, when al of a
sudden there cane from my spirit thesewords, “L ook up 1John 57 in acertain Bible.” Thiscame
to me twice, before | stopped dang what | was doing. In my mind, | thoudht, why lookit upina
cetain Bible, | always use the King James Version? Y et, knowing that came from my spirit, and |
must prove dl things (1 Thess 5:21), and try the spiritsif they be of God (1 John 41), | stopped
working and went and got that certain Bibleto look upthat verse. Would you kelieve, that verseis



nat in that certain Bible? Then | foundthat there ae many verses left out of some of these newer
Bibles; besides 1 John 57, thereis Matthew 18:11,John 53,4,Acts 8:37, helf of Romans 8:1, just
to mention afew of the important ones.

Itisvery important that we know what isin ou Biblesandif it shoud beinthem or not. One
important way of knowing what shoud be in ou Bibles and what shoud na bein ou Biblesis
cdled “the canonof the Scriptures.” If any part of the Scripture does not agreewith the complete
Bible from Genesis through Revelation, it could be that it does not belong in the Bible. If it does
agreewith all the other books of the Bible it shoud bein the Bible.

Many of the newer Biblestoday have many thingswritteninthem that do nd agreewith“the
Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one’ (1 John 57). Neither do they
agreewith“the Spirit, and thewater, and theblood: and thesethreeagreein one’ (1 John 58).
How can Christians walk with God if the Bibles they are using do nd agreewith what the Holy
Spirit inspired to be written?

Christians need to know “how to study the Scriptures.” Christians snoud understand, if you
want to knav something in detail start in the beginning and continue until the end. In studying the
Scriptures we must study everything it says abou any subjed we are studying, starting in Genesis
and continuing on through Revelation. This is very important for much of the Scriptures can be
easily misunderstood by taking one part withou considering the remaining parts.

For example, the Four Gospels were dl written for one purpose. But, in ead of the Four
Gospelsthere ae diff erences that could cause one to think God was nat in onwhat was written, o
someone made amistake in what they wrote.

God used peopleto write the Scripturesfrom the beginning. All Scriptureis® God kreahed”
(inspired by the Holy Spirit), yet man did thewriting (2 Tim. 3:16). Thisdoes nat mean that becaise
we can seesome discrepancy in certain parts of the Bible, that the Bible is not reveding the Truth.
It means, “thase who try to study their Bibles withou the help of the Holy Spirit will not come to
the knowledge and uncerstanding that God hes planned for thase who love God.”

In 1John 227it says, “ But theanointing which ye have receved of him abideth in you,
and ye nedl not that any man teach you: but asthe same anointing teacheth you of all things,
and istruth, andisnolie, and even asit hath taught you, yeshall abidein him.” Whenwelean
how to “ betaught by God,” then we will understand God and HisWord. God already told usin 1
Corinthians 2:10-14, that man’swisdom (using his natural mind) will not know the things of God,
“becusethey are spiritually discemed” (1 Cor. 2:14).

When studying the Scriptures there ae many things to consider. Is God spe&king of our
eathly timeor Hisheavenly time? Godisawaysinthe NOW, therefore sometimes Godis geeking
in the now, acarding to eternity time. (Seelsaiah 469,10,a so seeExodus 3:14, John 858).

Is God spe&king abou the past, the present or the future? Is God wsing types and shadows
or spe&ing literally?1s God spe&king from His paint of view, or our paint of view?Is God spegking
the end from the beginning (cdli ng things that be nat as though they were) (Rom. 4:17)? Is God
bringing to passthat which He drealy dedared asfinished from the founcition d the world (Rev.
13:8).

Istheword inthesingular, or inthe plura form? Many have made grea errorsinthis. Asan
example, in 1 Timothy 2:11-14 everything isin the singular form. Y et, many have use this to say
“women canna beame Pastors.” 1t doesnot say that. Neither doesit imply that. 1 Timothy 2:11-14



is geaking of one woman and ore man.

The next thing to consider is, what language did God use when the Scriptures were written?
Most of the Old Testament waswrittenin Hebrew (by which theHebrew dialed changed many times
betwean GenesisandMaladi). Some of the Old Testament iswrittenin Chaldees. At the sametime,
the Hebrew language is a unique language, in so much as “word for word” translations will not
awayswork Many of the words used in the Hebrew change their meaning acwrding to their usage
in that particular subjed. Many Bible schaars do nd take thisinto consideration.

Isaword a “root word,” or not? If it isnat, what istheroot word that it came from and what
doesit mean? What is the Stem (averb, anoun,etc.) and what is the Mood (infinitive, imperfed,
etc.)?

When all thesethingsare mnsidered, then the greaest challengeis*How did the Holy Spirit
use that word, bah in its context and in ather verses’? In most cases the same gplies to the New
Testament Greek. The Greek isnot quite a compli cated asthe Hebrew, but we caana overlookall
the ways the Holy Spirit used diff erent words. We caana overlook the mntext and the many other
ways the Scriptures are written.

We canna overlook the re-writi ngs of the Scriptures by Scribesin bah the Old Testament
and the New Testament. Some transcripts do nd agreewith ather transcripts. Therefore, the key to
all studying of the Scripturesis in the witnessof the Holy Spirit Who inspired the writing of the
original manuscripts.

After Genesis, throughou most of the rest of the Old Testament from Exodus through
Maladi, God was prophesying (spe&king His foreknowledge of things to come, getting His Word
written to set the standard for al understanding of God and His Word).

Through the prophets, Godwas establi shing thefuture acording to Hisknowledge of things
establi shed from the foundition d the world, and was correding error and explaining what He had
drealy established in Genesis.

In bath the Old Testament andthe New Testament, most of it isnot writtenin chrondogicd
order. This aso appliesto the individual books, they are nat always in chrondogicd order. Asan
example, it seans the book d 2 Samuel was written after Samuel was aready dead. In the New
Testament, see &so the Book d Romansasone example, it wasnot written by the Apaostle Paul. See
Romans 16:22.

We must understand who wrote the Books of the Bible? They were not normally written by
the person spoken of asthewriter in these books. In the Old Testament they were mostly written by
Scribes, who recrded what was given to them as they wrote.

The Scribes were first used in the writings of the first five books of the Bible, after Moses
was cdled of Godto leal the Children of Israd out of Egypt. The Scribes in the beginning were
Levites, of thetribe of Levi, chosen by the LORD to write andrecord that whichwasincludedin our
Bibles.

The Scribes also, re-wrote or made wpies of the original manuscripts, thereby sometimes
creding error by adding to o taking away parts of what was in the first writing. Thisis the doings
of men, nd of God. Yet, the true Gospel is gill made known in the original manuscripts.

How can we know if apart of abook, o certain versesin certain bools of the Bible shoud
be in the Bible or not? Only the Holy Spirit can reved the truth to thase who are “taught by God"’
and sengiti ve to the teading of the Holy Spirit.



Yet, thereis a common consideration wsed already badk in the ealy yeas of the Church,
which is cdled “the canonof the Scriptures.” If any part of the Scripture does not agreewith the
complete Bible from Genesis through Revelation, it could be that it does not belong in the Bible. If
it does agreewith all the other books of the Bible it shoud bein the Bible.

Many Christians have made gred error in this smple system of knowing what shoud bein
our Biblesand what shoud na bein ou Bibles. Taking anything away from what the Holy Spirit
inspired or adding anything to what the Holy Spirit inspired is smething no oreshoud get involved
in acording to Deuteronamy 4:2; 12:32; Proverbs 30:6; Revelation 2218,19.

It isnot goodthat so many new Bibles have comeinto print leaving out verses that shoud
be in every Bible. Some have used Engli sh words that do nd mean what the original manuscripts
said. Others have taken what was written and added to it their ideaof what God shoud have said.
Thereis alot of evidence of thiswork of the enemy (using the minds of people) to write in their
Bibles what can cause confusion and error in the churches that use these Bibles.

Many Christianswant to usetheir favoritetrandation. They say they can understandtheBible
(intheir mind) better with their translation. God rever said man wasto understandthe Biblein their
natural mind. In 1 Corinthians 2:14 it says, “ But the natural man recaveth not thethings of the
Spirit of God: for they are fodlishnessunto him: neither can heknow them, becausethey are
spiritually discemed.” But, what God dd say abou understanding the Scripturesisin Job 328,
where it says, “But thereisa spirit in man: and the inspiration of the Almighty giveth them
understanding.” Jesus said in John 645, “It iswritten in the prophets, And they shall be all
taught of God...”

Also in Isaiah 289-13 it says, “W hom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he
make to understand doctrine? them that are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the
breasts...For precet must be upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon
ling; herealittle, and therealittle...For with stammeringlipsand another tonguewill hespeak
to this people...To whom he said, Thisisthe rest wherewith ye may cause the weary to rest;
and thisisthe refreshing: yet they would not hear...But theword of theL ORD wasunto them
precept upon precept, precept upon precept; lineupon ling, lineupon line; herealittle, and
therealittle; that they might go, and fall backward, and be broken, and snared, and taken.”

Today there ae many in the Churches that do nd spe&k in tongues. Yet, arealy in Isaiah
28:11, it was reveded that by spe&ing in tongues, God would teat us things which noman can
tead, revedingto usthe mysteriesof God.In 1Corinthians 14:2 it says, “ For hethat speaketh in
an unknown tongue speaketh not unto men, but unto God: for no man understandeth him;
howbeit in the spirit he speaketh mysteries.”

Inthe New Testament the gospelswerefor establi shing atruth which had already been made
known, but not followed. Through Jesus Christ, the true gospel was preadied. The Epistlesin the
New Testament were for explaining and correding error after the truth had aready been made
known in the Old Testament and in the Gospels.

Many Christians (using their natural mind to uncerstand the Scriptures), have taken the
Epistlesand wsed them to establi sh their doctrines (the doctrines of men) (Col. 2218-22). Most of the
Epistles were written to corred error after the Gospel had already been preaded.

The Apostle Paul went about establi shing churches. In these dhurches Paul preadied the
Gospel (the same Gospel that Jesus preadied). Then later, asthese Churchesbegan to get into error,



sometimes the Apostle Paul wrote letters (cdl ed Epistles), to these Churches, to corred error that
had comein.Youwill seethisvery clealy in Gaatians 1:6-8, which says, “| marvel that yeare so
soon removed from him that called you into the graceof Christ unto another gospel...Which
is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of
Christ... But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that
which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed.”

TheApostlePaul had already preaded thetrue Gospel tothe Church at Galatia. In hisEpistle
to the Galatians, Paul was correding error that had come into the Church at Galatia. Again in
Galatians 3:1-3 it says, “ O fodlish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey
the truth, before whose gres Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified among
you?.. Thisonly would | learn of you, Recaved yethe Spirit by theworksof thelaw, or by the
hearing o faith?.. Are ye so fodlish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfed by
the flesh?”

The Epistle to the Galatians was written to corred error that had come into the Church at
Galatia. In correding error, many truths are made known concerning the mmplete Scriptures. This
was amost awaysthe caein the Epistles. They doreved things which were establi shed from the
foundition of the world. They doreved things which were reveded arealy in the Old Testament,
but not understood o applied to the lives of those who hed read the Scriptures.

This is the same with almost al of the Epistles. The Epistle of 1 Johnwas not written to
establish a new doctrine. It was written to corred error that had come into the churches after the
Gospel had already been made known to the Churches. Therefore, these Epistles are not for
establishing doctrine, but for correding error that came in after the Gospel had already been
preatied. In 1Corinthians15:1it says, “ M oreover, brethren, | dedare unto you thegospel which
| preached unto you, which also ye have receved, and wherein ye stand.”

Foll owing that statement in 1 Corinthians 15:1, the Apastle Paul reveded to the Church at
Corinth, the Gospel which he had already preaded to the Church at Corinth. Thisrevelation d the
Gospel that Paul preadied, hedid na recaveit from men. In 1 Corinthians 15:3, Paul wrote, “ For
| delivered unto you first of all that which | also received, how that Christ died for our sins
acoording to thescriptures.” Thiswas nat Paul’ sintelledua knowledge that he preadied. It was
given to Paul by the LORD, and then verified by the Scriptures. In Galatians 1:12, Paul wrote on
how herecaved hisrevelation d the Gospel, saying, “For | neither recaved it of man, neither
was | taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ.”

Churchesthat establi sh dactrinesuponwhat iswritten inthe Epistles, get intogrea error. All
doctrineisestablished by God, nd by man. Doctrines are establi shed by God from the beginning of
Genesis, and then made known to man throughou the Scriptures. The Apastle Paul made mention
of some of these doctrinesin Hebrews 6:1,2. These ae nat all the doctrines of God, bu these few
are onsidered to be some of “...the principles of the doctrine of Christ...”

Thereforethething to consider is, arethewritingsin the Bibleto establi sh dactrineor corred
error? In Genesis Chapters One and Two, God was establi shing Hiswill here oneath. In Genesis
Chapters Threethrough Six God was doing both, establi shing His will and correding error.

God was establi shing Hiswill whenit saysin Genesis 2:9, “ And out of theground made
the LORD God to grow every treethat ispleasant to the sight, and goad for food; thetree of
lifealsoin themidst of thegarden, and thetree of knowledgeof goad and evil.” Thewill of God



isthat everyone would ea of thetreeof life.

In Genesis2:16,17,God made hiswill knownto mankind by saying, “... Of every treeof the
garden thou mayest freely eat...But of the tree of the knowledge of goad and evil, thou shalt
not eat of it: for in theday that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.” Man has afreewill,
and God will nat prevent man from making his own choice & to who he will serve, God a the
Devil?

God was establishing His will when it saysin Genesis 4:3,4,“ And in processof time it
cameto pass that Cain brought of thefruit of the ground an offering unto the LORD...And
Abel, he also brought of thefirstlingsof hisflock and of the fat thereof. And the LORD had
resped unto Abel and to hisoffering.” Offerings to the LORD were established in these verses.
An acceptable offering to the LORD must be dore by faith, nd by obligation (seeHebrews 11:4).
Off erings must be made with a willi ng heat, in thase whaose heat is made willing by their spirit
(Exodus 35.5,21,29.

God was also establishing “His principle of faith.” That principle still remains throughou
the Bible. Abraham is cdl ed the father of faith. The New Testament says, “ Thejust shall live by
faith” (Rom. 1:17, Gal. 3:11; Heb. 1038).

God was aso correding error in Genesis 4:6,7 where it says, “ And the LORD said unto
Cain, Why art thou wroth? and why isthy countenancefallen?..f thou doest well, shalt thou
not be accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door. And unto theeshall be his
desire, and thou shalt ruleover him.” Cain had been li stening to the wrong voice(the voiceof the
Devil). The LORD tried to help Cain by exposing the works of the Devil in his mind. Cain dd na
listen to the LORD’ slove, grace and mercy as He spoke to Cain.

In most of the balance of Genesis, Godwas doing bath, establi shing Hiswill and correding
error. Thefounditionfor thewhoeBiblewaslaid ou inthebook d Genesis. From Genesison,God
was explaining and reveding the results of Genesis 2:16,17.The Law of Moses was only a
schodmaster, explaining the Law of sin and deah that came @ou in Genesis 3:6, when Adam and
Eve ae of the treeof knowledge of goodand evil.

The Gospel wasalready proclaimed in Genesis 2:9,16,when it was made known to mankind
that God sdesirewasfor mankindto ed of thetreeof life. Then the Gospel wasagain brought forth
in Genesis3:15whereit said, “ And | will put enmity between theeand thewoman, and between
thy seed and her sedl; it shall bruisethy head, and thou shalt bruise hished.”

From Genesis 3:15 on,Godwas howing forth Hisplan of redemptionthrough Christ Jesus.
Redemptionwould comeby thepriesthood d Jesus Christ, whowould come dter the priesthoodthat
God establish with “...Melchizedek king of Salem...” (Gen. 1418). The priesthood d Aaronwas
only atype and shadow of the priesthood d Jesus Christ. In Psalm 1104 it was reveded, “ The
LORD hath sworn, and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of
Melchizedek.” It isnot goodthat so many Spirit-fill ed Christians are preadting ancther gospel, na
the Gospel that God hed proclaimed from the foundation d theworld andfirst reveded in the book
of Genesis.

Lastly, and very important in studying the Scriptures is, what language translation are we
using? Very few Christians can understand the Hebrew and Greek. Are we using English
tranglations, and are they word for word, paraphrased, o thouwght for thought? All threeof these ae
theworks of men, nd truly of theHoly Spirit. Also, what isthetrue meaning of the original Hebrew



or Greek word? Asan examplethe Greek word translated “love,” isit agape or phil eo, andthe Greek
word trandlated “life,” isit psuche or zoe?

How dowe know if what we read istruly of God? The Bibletellsusin 1John 58, “And
thereare threethat bear witnessin earth, the Spirit, and thewater (Word), and theblood: and
thesethree agreein one.” If anyone of these do nd agree what we may think istrueis not true.

TheHoly Spirit has been sent by Godto teat usall things. The beginning of understanding
the Scripturesisinrecaving therevelation d theWord of God (from our spirit, na from our mind).

There are many books written by Merle E. Koepke on hav to be taught by God, and haw to
receve from our spirit.

There was a Word from the LORD yeas ago, which said, " Those who have taught what
they heard other men teach and have not received it from My Spirit, if they will repent, My grace
will cover them!™

For more detail ed information on“ STUDY The Scriptures,” get Part 2, andall succeealing
partsto this sries. Go to ou Web sites at:

www.handsforjesus.cc
www.handsforjesus.org
Download al the books youwish. They are dl freeby downloading from our Web sites.



