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TONGUES OF FIRE
by Merle E. Koepke

InMatthew 3:11,JohntheBaptistsaid," | indeed baptizeyou with water untorepentance
but hethat cometh after meismightier than I, whose shoes | am not worthy to bear: he shall
baptizeyou with the Holy Ghost, and with fire."

What is meant by " ...he shall baptizeyou with the Holy Ghost, and with fire?" Thisis
aprophegy; being it was geeking of afuture event agreang with the previous prophedes of the Old
Testament prophets. Johnthe Baptist was a prophet spoken of in Malachi (Mal. 3.1, 45).

In Matthew 11:13,14, Jesus sid, “For all the prophets and the law prophesied until
John..And if yewill receveit, thisisElias (Elijah), which wasfor to come. “

In Matthew 3:13-15it says, " Then cometh Jesus from Galil eeto Jordan unto John, to
be baptized of him...But John forbad him, saying, | have neal to be baptized of theg and
comest thou to me?.. And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now: for thusiit
beammeth usto fulfil all righteousness Then he suffered him."

Then in Matthew 5:17, Jesus said, " Think not that | am cometo destroy thelaw, or the
prophets: | am not cometodestroy, but tofulfil." Jesusconfirmed what Malacdhi wrote by saying
that this prophet is Johnthe Baptist. Jesus fulfill ed the Law, bringing an end to the Old Testament
Law, that " the blessing of Abraham™ might come uponthe Jews also, which is the promise of the
Spirit by faith (Gal. 3:13,14.

The Jews must come under the New Covenant along with the Gentil es, for there was afault
in the Covenant of the Law (Heb. 87-12).

(A) In 1st Corinthians 15:22it says, " For asin Adam all die, even soin Christ shall all

be madealive." What the Law could na do, Jesus did for them!

(B) By the Law, no onewas justified! Acts 13:39 says, " And by him all that believe are

justified from all things, from which ye could not bejustified by the law of M oses.”

Jesus brought in the New Covenant. John 117 says, " For thelaw wasgiven by M oses, but
grace and truth came by Jesus Christ." Therefore, the New Covenant includes the Children of
Israd and the Gentil es.

Justificaion comes by faith.

(A) Romans 3:21,22 says, "But now the righteousness of God without the law is

manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets, Even the righteousnessof

God which isby faith of Jesus Christ unto dl and upon all them that believe..."

(B) Romans 3:10says, " Asit iswritten, Thereis none righteous, no, not one."

(C) Romans 3:24 says, " Being justified freely by hisgracethrough the redemption that

isin Christ Jesus."

What the Law could na do, Johnthe Baptist and Jesus did for them. Johnwas the last Old
Covenant prophet and Jesus was the first New Covenant prophet. Together they fulfill ed the Old
Covenant for the Jewsand krought inthe New Covenant to all whoarein Christ (Jewsand Gentil es).

Johnthe Baptist was naot Elij ah himself, bu the same Spirit that was uponElij ah was aso
uponJohnthe Baptist. Luke 1:15says, " For heshall begreat in thesight of theL ord, and shall
drink neither winenor strong drink; and he shall befill ed with theHoly Ghost, even from his
mother'swomb." Jesussaid that Johnthe Baptist was aprophet, therefore hewas prophesying "the




baptism of the Holy Spirit" while he" baptized with water, for repentanceand the remisson of

There are two dfferent baptisms mentioned in Matthew 3:11; the " water baptism" of
repentancefor theremisson o sins, andthe " Holy Spirit baptism” for power and withessng of
Jesus. In Mark 1:4,8, it says, “John did baptizein the wilderness and preach the baptism of
repentance for the remisson of sins...| indead have baptized you with water: but he shall
baptizeyou with the Holy Ghost.”

In Acts 1:5,8 Jesus said, “For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized
with the Holy Ghost not many days hence..But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy
Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be withesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all
Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.”

These two baptisms are separate of eat ather. The baptism with water is by man, the
baptism with the Holy Spirit is by the LORD.

To understandthe Scriptures, it is smetimesnecessary to seach for thefirst time something
ismentioned andthen foll ow it through the Bibleto thelast time. Therefore, in adding certain things
that are mentioned together in the statements made by Jesus and John the Baptist we can get an
understanding of what is said. Kegoing in mind what we seein the Old Testament in the natural
sometimes represents a spiritual truth in the New Testament.

There is nothing new in the New Testament that is not spoken of in the Old Testament. So
we nedl to find in the Old Testament that which pertains to Elij ah in conredion with that which
Johnthe Baptist prophesied. The Prophecy of Johnthe Baptist is, " He (Jesus) shall baptizeyou
with the Holy Spirit and fire!" What does the Holy Spirit and fire have to dowith Elij ah?

In 1st Kings 18:38, Elij ah cal ed down fire from heaven, which consumed the saaifice, the
altar, eventhewater. In 2ndKings1:10,12 two ather timesElij ah cal ed dowvnfirefrom heaven, and
it destroyed a captain and his fifty men when they tried to take Elij ah captive.

This fire from heaven is a type axd shadow of spiritual fire in the New Covenant. It will
destroy the works of the spiritual forces oppased to Christians. Just as Elij ah cdled davn firefrom
heaven, we canrecevethe Baptism with the Holy Spirit which comesdown from heaven. Jesus said
inActs 1:8, " You shall recave power...." Thispower comes from the Holy Spirit....

In 1st Kings18:38,and 2ndKings1:10,12 thefire andthe power to destroy camedown from
heaven. Now, lookat what happened in Acts2:3,4,it says, “ And thereappeared untothem cloven
tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them...And they were all filled with the Holy
Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, asthe Spirit gave them utterance”

It says, " there appeared cloven tongueslikeasof fire..." Thisis dill t he beginning of the
fulfillm ent of the prophecy of Johnthe Baptist. The doventongueswerenat adual fire, bu likefire.
They wereliketongues, andlikefire." Just aswater baptism isan ouward sign of aninward change
in a person's life, the tongues and fire were bath ouward signs of something that was happening
inwardly in those who receved the Holy Spirit.

In Acts 2:4 it says, " they began to speak with other tongues as the Spirit gave them
utterance.." Thetongues that appeaed were symbalic of "speaking with a persons tongue.” The
spe&ing came by way of the Holy Spirit. It was the Holy Spirit that gave them the utterance The
fire which came in the form of tongues and sat uponead ore of them was symbalic of what
happened inwardly in ead of them. They ead receved power to destroy the works of the devil .




Therefore, we have two things: We have the power of the Sgrit coming down from heaven,
and we have the utterance from the tongues of those who recaved the Holy Spirit. So we have
people, fill ed with the power of the Holy Sgrit, releasing the power by speakingin ather tongues.

What istheresult? Jesus sidin Acts 1:8, " But yeshall receive power, after that theHoly
Ghost iscome upon you: and yeshall bewitnesseesuntome...." Here aetwo thingsthat we need
to pay attentionto, " power and witnesss." Theword "power” inthe Greek is"dunamis,” meaning
"inherent power, power residing in something by virtue of its nature; which aperson a thing exerts
and putsforth." "Dunamis,” isthe same Greek word that the Engli sh language cdl s "dynamite,” an
explosive force @le to destroy amost anything in its vicinity. However, it is inherent within a
container, such as"astick of dynamite." It must first beignited with fire beforeit releasesits power.
Therefore, the power we receve dter the Holy Spirit comes into us is inherent power, which is
released as we spedk in ather tongues.

To understandwhat Jesusis edking of in Acts 1:8, look at Revelation 113. It says, " And
| will givepower untomy two witnesses, and they shall prophesy athousand two hundred and
threescore days, clothed in sackcloth.” Hereit tell susthat Jesus witnesseswill have power. Also,
they will prophesy. To prophesy, they need to spedk out of their mouth words given to them by the
Holy Spirit. Prophecy must always come from the Spirit of God by way of man's irit (Job 328,17
20). Witnesses of Jesus will speak words by the power of the Holy Spirit within them.

Now lookat Revelation 125 which says, " And if any manwill hurtthem, fire proceeleth
out of their mouth, and devoureth their enemies..."” What kind d fire is this geging of? |
believe it is words which come by the anointing of the Holy Spirit resident within those who are
witnesses unto Jesus. These words come by utterances with their tongues....

Thefirewhich procealsout of our mouth devoursour enemies. Whoare our enemies? Inthe
New Covenant, our enemiesare nat " flesh and blood; but principalities, and powers, and rulers
of darknessin heavenly places' (2 Cor. 10.3,4,Eph. 612).

In Luke 9:54-56 it says, “ And when his disciples James and John saw this, they said,
Lord, wilt thou that we command fire to come down from heaven, and consumethem, even as
Eliasdid?..But heturned, and rebuked them, and said, Ye know not what manner of spirit
ye are of...For the Son of man isnot cometo destroy men'slives, but to savethem. And they
went to another village.”

Jesus discipleswereintheflesh (John 36) when they spoke of Elij ah cdli ng down firefrom
heaven. Jesus explained the diff erence between the Old Covenant (pertaining to thosewhowerein
the flesh) and the New Covenant (pertaining to those who are in the Spirit), concerning the cdli ng
down of fire from heaven to destroy those who oppae the will of God. This dhows us that in the
New Covenant we ae not out to destroy men's physicd lives, bu rather the works of the devil . For
1st John 38bsays, " ...For this purposethe Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy
theworks of the devil ."

We areto be witnesses unto Jesus. A witnessunto Jesusis one whowill dothe sameworks
that Jesus did the same way Jesus did. Jesus destroyed the works of the devil by the words He spoke
out of Hismouth. Peoplewereheded physicaly when Jesus poke words out of Hismouth. Demons
were cat out of people when Jesus goke words out of His mouth. Jesus work was not to destroy
men's lives, but save them whil e destroying the works of the devil .

It isaso important to understand that in the New Covenant, man is not able to destroy the




works of the devil by his own natural abiliti es. It must be dore by the power of the Holy Spirit
resident within him. In the same manner, it is not passble to worship God as He desires by the
natural abiliti es of man, bt thisalso must be dore by the power of the Spirit within man. Jesus sid,
"You worship what you do not know; we know what we worship, for salvation is of the
Jews...But the hour iscoming, and now is, when the true wor shiperswill wor ship the Father
in spirit and truth; for the Father is seking such to worship Him...God is Spirit, and those
who wor ship Him must wor ship in spirit and truth” (John 422-24,NKJV).

JesusalsosaidinJohn 1412," Verily, verily, | say unto you, Hethat believeth on me, the
worksthat | do shall hedo dso; and greater worksthan these shall he do; because | gounto
my Father." We aeto dothe same works Jesus did. Some of the works are dore by tongues of
fire; speaking against the spiritual powers of darknessof thisworld, by the anointing of the Spirit
of Godwithin us.

(1) "...speaking in unknown tongues..." (1 Cor. 142,4).

(2) " ... speaking with diversetongues..." (1 Cor. 1210).

(3) " ..prayingin thespirit!" (Jude 1:20).

There are many types of tongues that the Spirit of God can use when we yield over to Him.
Westart with our prayer language, sometimes cdl ed unknown tongues (1 Cor. 14:2), then at anytime
asthe Holy Spirit will s, He can switch usover to diverse kinds of tongues (1 Cor. 1210). When this
happens, al hell bregksloose and the demons tremble andflee

| would like to relay an experienceof afriend d mine, abrother in the LORD from Ghana,
West Africa When hewas gill younginthe LORD, he and afew other high schod studentswould
go out into thebush and pray intongues urtil | atein the evening, sometimes even beyondmidnight.
One night, ontheir way bad from praying, they were goproached by anumber of banditswith guns.

When my friendand h'scompanionsfirst saw the banditswith guns, standing onthe path in
front of them. They were startled, knaving that the intention d these bandits could beto kill t hem.
They said ore to anather, "what shall we do?' Immediately, the Spirit of God said within them,
"pray in the Sgrit." As onas they began spe&king in tongues, the bandits took df running into
thewoods. Oneman fell to hisfaceonthe path. When my friend andthe other studentscameto him,
they asked him. "Why did dl the others run?Andwhy did hefall ontheground? Hereplied, "When
you started speaking, fire was coming ou of your mouth! When we saw the fire mming ou of your
mouth, we were afraid!"

Now let merelay ancther experiencel had with speaking intongues. A goodChristian friend
of mine picked upancther friend d hisand myself to go to ameding. At the meding the power of
God was working mightily. Many people were going out in the Spirit as awoman laid her hands
uponthem. Doultless many things were happening in their lives becaise of the anainting.

When weleft themeding to go hame, | wasridinginthebadk sea and hsfriendwasinfront
of me. Hisfriendsaid, "l shoud havehadthat womanlay handsuponme.” My friendsaid to him,
"Merlecould pray for you." | said to hisfriend,"What'sthe problemthat you reed prayer for?" He
said, "l havea pan in the back of my neck” and he went on raming many other parts of his body
where he was experiencing pain or discomfort.

Aswerode badk to my house, | just continued to pray in the Spirit. While | was prayingin
the Spirit, in my mind (withou speaing aword in English out loud), | started saying to the LORD;
"LORD, heal hisneck takethe pain away, LORD, heal his sde, LORD heal his back, LORD, heal




thisandLORD heal that..." | just spoke to the LORD in my mind, rever saying aword ou loudin
English. Yet, | never stopped praying in the Spirit all the time | was talking to the LORD in my
mind.

| had learned something awhil e bad. Since God knavs every thought, then | shoud be ale
totalk to Godin my mind (1 Cor. 3:20). So, dl | did wastalk to the LORD in my mindwhile | was
praying in tongues.

My friend told me later that when | got out of his car by my house, his friend said to hm
something likethis, "I see yu lrough your armor bearer alongwith youtonight!" After my friend
answered him, he said, "that man can ride behind me anytime he wants to. All the time he was
prayingin the Sgrit back there, | could fed the LORD healing my body."

Spe&king intongues (diverse kinds of tongues) bregks down the spiritual powersover us, so
that the request we make of the LORD can be answered. The more we spedk in tongues, the more
the spiritual forces are broken down, so that the will of God can be dore on eath.

We must remember, Phili ppians 2:13 says, " For it is God which worketh in you both to
will and to do of hisgoad pleasure.” Being that the Holy Spirit isin youand His purposeisto do
the will of God; He is also concerned abou your personal life. Whil e you are praying in the Spirit,
the Holy Spirit looks at you the same & He looks at othersin the body of Christ. If you have neal
of anything, the Holy Spirit will work all things together for your good (Rom. 8:28).

Let merelate oneinstancein my life. There was atime when for abou two o threeweeks
| had naiced asmall growth onmy right index finger. It kept getting larger and it would hut when
| touched it. So | put a band-aid onit to proted it. Every few days | would pu on anew band-aid.
One day while driving from one dty to ancther "I was praying in the Spirit (unknown tongues),”
when the thought came to me; "why dorit you curse the roots onthat growth andcommandit to de
in Jesus Name."

| held my finger up in front of me and said, "In Jesus Name, | commandthe roct of this
growthto de, andleavemy body!" From that day on| didn't pay any attentionto the growth, except
that | still changed theband-aid every few days. | did ndicethat it did na get any larger after theday
| commanded it to de.

Abou amonth after the day | commanded it to de, | was changing the band-aid. As| took
the old band-aid off, the growth came off with theband-aid. Therewasnot even amark onmy finger
whereit had been. It was as though it was never there...

If it had na been for " praying in the Spirit" | may have never thought to curse it and
command it to de. It iswhile we ae praying in the Spirit (unknown tongues), that the Holy Spirit
can minister to us, dang what is necessary to bring deliverance or heding to us personaly.

We can start by praying in ou own prayer language (unknown tongues), and at any timethe
Holy Spirit can switch us over to the ministry gift (diverse kinds of tongues), whereby the works of
the enemy can be destroyed just as the captains and their fifty men were destroyed by fire from
heaven when they cameto cgpture Elij ah (2 Kings 1:10,12. Christians canna be taken captive by
the spiritual forces of Satan if they continue to pray in tongues!

Why was Johnthe Baptist cal ed the gredest of al Old Testament prophets by Jesus? One
reason could beit was Johnthe Baptist that prophesied the greaest wegponthe body of Christ has
today....praying in tongues....spe&king in tongues....tongues of firel

Jude explained thereasonthe ealy saints of the New Covenant had such gred faith. Starting



in Jude 1:3, he said, " Beloved, when | gawe all diligenceto write unto you of the common
salvation, it was nealful for me to write unto yau, and exhort you that ye should earnestly
contend for thefaith which wasoncedelivered untothesaints." Then after explaining why there
was D littl e faith within the body of Christ aready at his time, he wrote in Jude 1:20, " But ye,
beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost." It'sthe
praying in the Spirit that buil ds up ou most haly faith..the faith it takesto dothe things that Jesus
said we shoud doin John 1412.

| do nd believethat anyonetoday can walk in thefaith that Jesus walked in withou praying
intongues. Asl lookat the grea men andwomen of Godin the past century, pradicdly al of them
were Spirit-fill ed Christians who hed prayed for hous aday in the Spirit (in tongues).

Itisthewill of Godfor every Christianto beheded, and hedthy. That iswhy we seeso much
emphasisuponJesusheding every manner of sicknessand d seasethroughou the Gospels. Speing
in tongues is a wegoon d the New Covenant, which the Old Testament saints did not have. If
spe&king intonguesisused aswe aetold to in the New Testament, thewill of Godwill bedorein
eathasitisin heaven (Matt. 6:10). In Ephesians6:18it says, " Praying alwayswith all prayer and
supplication in the Spirit..."

Evenfor heding, prayinginthe Spirit isvery useful. Let merelate oneinstancefrom my own
experience A sister in the LORD got into an automobil e acedent and the | eft side of her facewas
al cut up by flying dass | met her in the hospital just after she cane down from the emergency
room. When the doctor came in with the x-rays he examined her facevery closely. He then said to
her, "There ae no lroken bores, bu thereisalot of damage. Part of your eye-lash is missng, and
part of your eye-brow ismisgng. Thereisno daceonyour body wherel can get eye-brows or eye-
lashesfrom at thistime. All | can dois saw you upand after it is heded somewhat we can sendyou
to another hospital abou 100miles away andthey will be @leto graft in some eye-lashes and eye-
brows."

After thedoctor left theroom she said to me, "We aenaot going to accept that arewe?" | said
"no,let'spray!" | began to pray inthe Spirit (unknown tongues). | must have prayed (in an unknown
tongue) at least five minutes or more when she said to me, "isthat all you are going to doispray in
the Spirit?" | said to her, "Let the Holy Spirit dowhat He wantsto do;" and | continued to pray in
the Spirit (unknown tongues).

After praying in the Spirit for quite some time, words began to come out of my mouth in
English. | began to say, "In the name of Jesus | command the g/e-lashesto be there. In the name of
Jesus | command the eye-brows to be there. In the name of Jesus | command the tea glandsto be
wholeandworking. In the name of Jesus| commandthe e/e musclesto beworking properly. Inthe
name of Jesus | command 20- 20 visionin her eyes." Then, unexpedantly these words came out
of my mouth " Andshewill beinchurch on Sundga" When | head myself say that my mind stopped
my spirit from praying. | could na believe in my mind that she would be in Church onSunday. It
was abou 6:00PM on Friday at that time.

Foll owing the prayer, they took her upto surgery. Abou 11:00PM thedoctor cameto me and
said, "Praise the LORD! The eye-brows and eye-lashes were dl there. The tea glands were fine.
Everything was there, al | had to dowas sw her up.”

When we pray " all supplicationsand prayer in the Spirit" we aithorize the Holy Spirit
to dothewill of Godin ead situationwe pray for. The Holy Spirit knowswhat to doand haw to do




it. All Heneadsisour cooperation. When we begin to pray in (unknown) tongues our spirit doesthe
praying, and the Holy Spirit helps us (Rom. 8:26,27). Sometimes, while praying in (unknown)
tongues the Holy Spirit can switch us over to aministry gift of (diverse kinds of) tongues, such as
intercesson, spiritual warfare, etc., whil e speaking in tongues. He will give us the words to spe&k
in tongues, or in English.

Let me relate one more example from my friend in Ghana, West Africa He said for five
yeas, he and anumber of hisfriends would spend all night on Fridays praying in the Spirit. Then
on Saturday mornings they would go to a cetain hospital and pray for the sick in that hospital.

He told me that for five yeas, na one person ded in that hospital. Every person in that
haspital went home heded, nd always the same day, bu by the next Saturday there were dl new
patients in that hospital. Can youimagine, na one person dying in ahospital for fiveyeas! That's
what praying in the Spirit can dofor thase whowill foll ow the prophecy of Johnthe Baptist, andthe
instructions of Jesus. Their faithisbuilt up,so that when they pray for othersor lay handsuponthem
for heding, the signs will follow.

JesussaidinMark 16:17,18,* And thesesigns dhall foll ow them that believe; | n my name
shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues...They shall takeup serpents; and
if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay handson thesick, and they
shall recover.”

Noticethat Jesus said, " they shall speak with new tongues.” Christiansdo nd spe& with
new tongues withou first being baptized with " ...the Holy Spirit and fire..." Some tead that the
Church began in Acts 2:4, when the saints first receved the baptism with the Holy Spirit with the
evidenceof spe&king in ather tongues.

| believe that every Christian who is sncere @ou doing the works that Jesus did (John
14:12), needsto be baptized with the Holy Spirit, with the evidenceof speging with tonguesof fire.
Then they ought to pray in the Spirit for hous and hous a day.

| know that anyonewhoisbaptized inthe Holy Spirit can pray inthe Spirit whil edoing other
things. | can pray inthe Spirit whil ereading my Bible. It ismy spirit that prayswhil e my mind (apart
of my soul) isrealing the Bible (1 Cor. 1414,15. My soul and my spirit are two dfferent parts of
my triune being (spirit, soul, and bod). In 1st Corinthians 14:14 151t says, “ For if | pray in an
unknown tongue, my spirit prayeth, but my understandingisunfruitful.. What isit then? | will
praywith thespirit, and | will praywith theunderstanding aso: | will singwith thespirit, and
I will sing with the understanding aso.”

Spirit-fill ed Christians can doeither; pray in the Spirit or pray in the understanding. Praying
or singing from our spirit isa spiritual operation d the new human spirit. Praying or singing from
our uncerstanding isan operationfrom our natural mind (soul). These two are diff erent parts of our
new triune nature. Therefore, we have a doice & to which we will do and when we will do either
one:

(1) pray in the Spirit or pray in the understanding.

(2) sing in the Spirit or sing in the understanding.
These are separate operations, therefore, when we pray in the Spirit our understanding is unfruitful
(our natural mind daesnot understandwhat we aesaying). Thisisnot important, for if wetruly trust
inthe LORD with al our heat, we must also trust the Holy Spirit to dothewill of Godin our lives.
Proverbs 3.5 says, " Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own



understanding.” We must lean to trust in the LORD in ou praying. Let God doHiswill in our
lives. Let Him have control of al that we say and do.We dont need to understanding what Godis
doing. We nedl to trust in the LORD, and dowhat it tells usin the Word, “ Praying always with
all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseveranceand
supplication for all saints’ (Eph. 618).

"Prayinginthe Spirit" and"spe&ing intongues' are some of the most powerful wegporsthe
body of Christ hastoday. They not only destroy the powers of the enemy, bu also buld up ou faith,
and at the same time open ou mind to understand the mysteries of the kingdom of God. In 1st
Corinthians 14:2 it says, " For hethat speaketh in an unknown tongue speaketh not unto men,
but unto God: for no man understandeth him; howbeit in the spirit he speaketh mysteries.”
Not only does the Holy Spirit reved the mysteries of God to us while speging in an unknown
tongue, bu 1st Corinthians 14:4a says, "He that speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth
himself..." Therefore, we ae dso edifying ourselveswhilewe ae speding in tongues. In Romans
8:26,27,it says, “Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we
should pray for aswe ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercesson for uswith groanings
which cannot be uttered...And hethat searcheth the hearts knoweth what isthe mind of the
Spirit, because he maketh intercesson for the saints according to the will of God.”

We know we shoud pray! Yet we do nd know just how to pray the perfed will of God.
Whilewe pray inthe Sgrit, the Holy Sgrit makes intercessonfor us accordingto the will of God.
What more could anyone ask than to have the mysteries of God reveded to them while edifying
themselves and bul ding uptheir most haly faith? In addition, destroying the enemy with " tongues
of fire" whenever the Holy Spirit takes over. What greaer wegon d warfare could God give to
Christians today?

Being that spe&king in tongues (unknown tongues or diverse kinds of tongues) is one of the
gredest wegpors the body of Christ has today, you will naticeit is also the one wegonthat is
spoken against the most. Satan, uses peoplein churchesall over theworld to speak against tongues.
He attadks tongues from every angle he can. If Satan can stop Christians from spe&king in tongues,
he can stop the Holy Spirit from working within the body of Christ.

Youwill noticethat those spegking against "tongues’ arethosewho do no spe&k intongues
themselves. Why isit? Tongues is a spiritual operation, empowered by the Holy Spirit. Unlessa
person has anew spirit, which resultsin anew birth (John 36,7), and are baptized in with the Holy
Spirit (Acts 1:4,5), they canna speek with new tongues. After apersonisborn again they must also
be baptized o fill ed with the Holy Spirit just as the disciples were in Acts 2:4. Ezekiel 36:26,27
states, “A new heart also will | give you, and a new spirit will I put within you...And (in
addition) | will put my spirit within you...” First wereceve anew spirit when we aeborn again
of the Spirit (John 36). After we aeborn again, the LORD baptizes uswith the Holy Spirit, puting
the Holy Spirit within us. Oncewe ae baptized with the Holy Spirit the power of Godiswithin us.
Withou the power of the Holy Spirit within uswe caina spegk with new tongues. Some who are
born again beli eve they have the power withou the evidence of speaking in tongues. The evidence
isthe"speakingin ather tonges' (Mark 16:17,Acts 2:4, 1044-46, 1115, etc.) Thosewhoare not
born again are still operating from their natural mind. The natural mind canna discern spiritual
things. In 1st Corinthians2:14it tellsus, " ...thenatur al man recaveth not thethingsof theSpirit
of God: for they are fodishnessunto him: neither can he know them, becuse they are
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spiritually discemed." To those who do nd spegk with tongues, it is foolishnessto them. Asa
result, they speak against others who d speék in tongues. After dl, they do nd and canna
understand tongues, therefore to them it is fodli shness Unknowingly, they open themselvesupto
the spirits of thisworld and spe&k against that which is of God.

TheHoly Spirit works from the Spirit redm, within ou new creaed spirit. Heis Spirit, and
spiritsoperatelike spirits. Therefore, from our spirit the Holy Spirit hel ps, guides, teades, comforts,
andleadsus. TheHoly Spirit dwellsin us, and ou of our belly He bringsforth rivers of living water
(John7:38,39. If Satan can stop us from praying in the Spirit, he can stop the flow of living water
from within us. When this river of living water flows out of our belly by the power of the Holy
Spirit, it can become like amighty rushing river that will wash away anything that is not solid and
firm in the Word of God.

In Ephesians 6:17, it mentions " the Word of God" as awegon.It also says " the sword
of the Spirit." The Word of Godis nat effedive withou the Holy Spirit. The aitting edge of the
Word of God (that which dces damage to the enemy), is empowered by the anainting of the Holy
Spirit. TheWord of Godwithou theHoly Spiritisonly awegpon.Similarly, arifleisawegpon wsed
in the military today. But that rifleis uselessuntil someonewho knavshow to useit takesit upand
firesit. That'stheway it iswith spe&king in tongues. There ae many Christianstoday who arefill ed
with the Spirit, just waiting aroundto be used. When al the time, the Holy Spirit iswanting to use
them, "and would" if only they would take time to pray in their (unknown) tongue. The gift of
tonguesis of no value to the church if the devil can stop Christians from praying in the Spirit.

Itisnot the Holy Spirit'sjobto get usto pray in our (unknown) tongue. It isupto usto start
praying in the (unknown) tongue. Jesus said in Matthew 11:12," And from the days of John the
Baptist until now thekingdom of heaven suffereth violence and the violent takeit by force."
" If you want to enter into thereign of God you must force yourself to pray in the Spirit and study
the Word of God." Y our natural mind daes not want to take the timeto pray, or study the Word of
God. You must take control of your natural mind and forceit to spend time in the Word and in
prayer. If youwant Godto work inyour life, youwill haveto forceyourself to be separated from the
things of thisworld in arder to enter into thereign of God.In oreof the parables Jesus sid, " Again,
thekingdom of heaven islikeunto treasure hid in afield; thewhich when a man hath found,
he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that field" (Matt.
13.44).

Thereisapriceto pay for the privilege of entering into the kingdom of God. That priceis
your life--everything you own. It starts with taking the kingdom of God by force, " prayingin the
Spirit."

In the spirit redm, when we spe&k in tongues, spiritual fire can come out of our mouth to
destroy the works of the enemy. These works of the enemy are caused by " the spiritual forces of
darkness, the spiritual powersof Satan in heavenly places." Thebattlewe aeinisnat fought with
wegpors of flesh and Hood, it isfought in the redm of the spirit. We fight this battle by using the
wegpors of God. The Word of God proceels out of our mouth by the anointing of the Holy Spirit
whichresideswithin us. The power isreleased aswe spedk intongues... Our spe&king iswhat ignites
the power within us... The power isin the anainting... Whenit is released, the powers of darkness
are broken andthe catives are set free

The more we pray in tongues, the greaer the victory wewill havein ou lives. The morewe
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spedk in tongues, the more damage we do to the powers of darknessruling over the lives of others.
When we sped in tongues, spiritual fire can come out of our mouth and destroy the powers of
darkness Demonic spirits tremble and flee & the words we spe&k go forth ou of our mouths.

Therefore, let us continue " Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the
Spirit...." (Eph. 6184). At the same time, we need to be " ...building up ourselves on our most
holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost" (Jude 1:20).

The apostle Paul said in 1st Corinthians 14:18," | thank my God, | speak with tongues
more than ye all." If it was necessary for the Apastle Paul to sped in tongues more than the
Corinthians, how much more necessary isit for us today!

Let ustea down the stronghalds, praying alwaysin the Spirit day and right...! The morewe
pray in tongues, the more the power of God will be released in ou lives. Aswe spek in tongues,
the demonic forces can be broken by the fire which comes out of our mouth as the Spirit of God
gives us utterance Fireis an enemy of the demonic forces, for it isfire that will t orment them day
and right in hell after the grea white throne judgement (Rev. 2011-15).

Remember that there ae two types of tongues for Christians. We have,

(1) our personal (unknown) tongues for edificaion, revelation,and bulding up ou faith (1

Cor. 142,4,Jude 20).

(2) (diverse kinds) of tongues for doing the work of the ministry (1 Cor. 1210, 29.

In  2nd Timothy 1:6 the Apostle Paul wrote to Timothy, “W herefore | put theein
remembrancethat thou stir up thegift of God, which isin theeby the putting on of my hands.”
It isupto ead individual Spirit-fill ed Christian to stir up the gift that isin them. If Godtellsusto
do something, that means He is not going to doit for us. We must doit ourselves.

How dowe stir upthe gift of the Holy Spirit that isin us? We doit by praying in (unknown)
tongues, whichisour personal prayer language. Then,the Holy Spirit can switch usover to speging
in tongues, which isaministry gift of divers kinds of tongues.

If you have been waiti ng for Godto move youinto thework of the ministry, youwill not get
there by waiting. Youwill get there by stirring up the gift of the Holy Spirit within you, by praying
in tongues. You doyour part, which is“ Study to shew thyself approved unto God, aworkman
that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (2nd Tim. 2:15), and
“Praying alwayswith all prayer and supplication in theSpirit...” andthe Holy Spirit will doHis
part which is supdy the anointing to dothe works of the ministry.

Godislove. Just as we must recave Jesusinto ou livesto beaome born again (John 112),
we must also recave the Holy Spirit to be " baptized with the Holy Ghost." The Apastle Paul
asked believing Christiansin Acts19:2," ... Have ye receved the Holy Ghost sinceye believed?"

If you are truly born again, and donot speak with tongues, the LORD wants you to be
baptized with the Holy Spirit "with the ewdence of speakingin tongtes."

Say aprayer like this, believing in your heat what God has promised you in His Word.

"Jesus, Yousaidin Mark 16:17,that in Your name | can cast out devls.

Saan,inthe name of Jesus, | cast you ou of my mind. You haveno authority over my mind.
My mindisclear of all demonic oppressonin Jesus name.

Father, according to Your Word in Luke 11:13, You promised me the Holy Sgrit if | ask.
Father, | am now asking You to gveme the Holy Sgrit with the evdence of speakingin tongues.
| recevethe Holy Sprit from You naw, in Jesus name."
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For more information onthe Baptism in the Holy Spirit and Spe&king in tongues, go to ou
Web sites and davnload as many free books as you wish. There ae many books that include
information on the Holy Spirit and praying in tongues. All books are free by downloading from
www.handsforjesus.cc & www.handsforjesus.org
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