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Introduction

In Luke 181 it says, “And he spake a parable unto them to this end, that men ought
alwaysto pray, and not to faint.” Jesus taught “...that men ought alwaysto pray, and not to
faint.”

What is prayer? Prayer istalking, speaking to someone. Therefore, Jesus taught that people
shoud aways “talk to God.” Everyday, all day long we shoud be talking to God. If we ae born
again Children of God, we shoud be talking to God all the time.

In Luke 6:12, speking of Jesus, it says, “ And it cameto passin those days, that he went
out into amountain to pray, and continued all night in prayer to God.” Jesusis our example.
Whatever Jesus did we shoud do.Jesus went up into amountain to talk to God all night long.

Why wasit that Jesus lived here oneath for thirty-three ad ore-half yeasand hed nosin?
Satan had nahingonHim (John 1430). Jesus never did Hisownwill . Jesusonly did thewill of God
the Father. Of Himself, Jesus ssid He could do nathing. Why nat? Because Jesus always talked to
His Father about everything in Hislife here on eath.

In Matthew 18:3,4, Jesus sid, "Verily | say unto you, Except ye be monverted, and
becmme aslittle children, yeshall not enter into thekingdom of heaven...Whosoever therefore
shall humble himself asthislittle dild, the sameisgreatest in the kingdom of heaven.” Little
children trust totally and completely in their parents. Little children do na try to dothings by
themselves. Little dnildren go to their parents when they need something.

Thisisthe way to enter into the kingdom of heaven. It is by trusting totally and completely
in God, and nd leaning on ou own understanding. In Proverbs 3:5,6, it says,

“Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding...In all
thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.” Why have Christians gone dou
trusting in their own understanding instead of talking to God about everything in their lives?



Talk to God

Prayer is “talking to God.” God wants us to talk to Him. In Jeremiah 333, it says, “ Call
untome, and | will answer theg and shew theegreat and mighty things, which thou knowest
not.” Callinguponthe LORD isprayer. Whenwe cdl uponthe LORD God,Hewill answer. Weget
answers when we talk to God. When we &k in prayer, He said, “...1 will answer theg and shew
theegreat and mighty things, which thou knowest not.”

Godiswaiting for usto cdl uponHim, that He can dogrea and mighty thingsin ou lives.
Godwantsusto talk to Him. Godwantsto bein control of whatsoever we do.GodisLove andlove
does nat intervene in what people do withou them asking first.

Godiswaiting for usto ask Him, andHewill answer. In 1Thesslonians5:17,it says, “ Pray
without ceasing.” Prayer is talking to God. We shoud be talking to God without ceaing. In
everything, we shoud betalking to God.

In Jeremiah 2911-13,it says, “For | know the thoughtsthat | think toward you, saith
the LORD, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to gveyou an expeded end...Then shall ye all
upon me, and ye shall go and pray unto me, and | will hearken unto you...And ye shall seek
me, and find me, when yeshall search for mewith all your heart.” Whenwe seach for Godwith
al our heat, we will find God. Then we neal to cdl uponthe LORD by talking to God. If we will
talk to God and ask, He will answer.

In James 4:2,3, it says, “...ye have not, because ye ask not...Ye ask, and receve not,
becuse yeask amiss that ye may consumeit upon your lusts.” Thereisno valuein asking God
for something that is not acrding to His Word. If we ask acarding to His Word we will recave.

Somewhere in late July or August of 2003,a brother in the LORD cdled me. We went out
to lunch after Church ore Sunday. While & lunch, he said to me, “ Merle, | don't know what I'm
goingto do.l don't have exoughmoney mminginto pay my bill s. I' vebeen in businessfor thirty-
years. | ke upmy advertising, I’ m doing eveything the way | always did, bu the work andthe
money are nat comingin.” | said to im, “Why donrt you go wer to John 1413,14, and & the
LORD to bring in work for you, that you hare enxoughto pay your bill s?” Helooked at me, and |
said, “ Just ask the LORD to bringin the work you real, andthen thark and praise Himfor doing
it.” | said,“ Do thiseveay morning. Thark Himand paise Him, andHe will bringin the work you
need” !

Abou two weeks later, he cdled me andtold me, he had al the work he muld do,and was
making alot of money to pay hishbill s. A number of times hetold me, thework iscomingin andthe
money is coming and he would say, “ Andyou andl know it’s nat my advertising.”

OnJanuary 15th, 2004 He cdled me andsaid,” Merle, | just wanted totell you, | haveto pay
over $3.000 addiond taxestoday.” He made more money in the last six months than he made dl
yea the yea before (2002).

Godknowswhat we have neel o, andthe LORD told us, ”...whatsoever ye shall ask in my
name, that will | do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son...If ye shall ask any thingin
my name, | will doit” (John 1413,14.

The LORD is God, and thereis nothing too hard for the LORD (Gen. 1814). Our problem
isthat the god d thisworld has blinded ou minds to the Gospel of Christ. In 2 Corinthians 4:4 it
says, “But if our gospel be hid, it ishid to them that are lost...In whom the god of thisworld



hath blinded themindsof them which believenot, lest thelight of thegloriousgospel of Christ,
who istheimage of God, should shine unto them.”

How doesthegod d thisworld bind ou mind? Satan gets our minds programed to believe
that we must do everything ourselves. We ae taught in many churches, we must do whatsoever the
personin chargetells us.

Webelievethey areright, being that they say they are serving God. They say Godcdl ed them
to that paosition. The more they tell us abou how we must do what they say, the more we get into
bonaage to walking after the flesh, just as many of them are walking after the flesh. Many of them
love the world and the things of thisworld, and they tell uswe aeto dowhat they are doing.

Praise the LORD! Jesusdid nd say that. In Luke 11:1, it says, “And it cameto pass that,
ashewasprayingin acertain place when he ceased, one of hisdisciples said unto him, Lord,
teach usto pray, as John also taught hisdisciples.” The discipleswere with Jesus when He was
praying (talking to God the Father). These disciples knew that Jesus was having gred successin
everything He did. They may have thowght that Jesus surely knows how to pray. Therefore, they
asked Jesus to tead them how to pray.

In Luke 11:2-4, it says, “ And he said unto them, When ye pray, say, Our Father which
art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, asin heaven, so
in earth...Give us day by day our daily bread...And forgive usour sins; for we also forgive
every onethat isindebted to us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.”
We can dl lean alot from what Jesus taught His disciples. Thefirst thing Jesus said to dowasto
pray to “Our Father which art in heaven...” Jesus did nad say to pray to anyone dse, bu “Our
Father in heaven.” If we want to recave something worth having, we may as well talk to the One
who can give us whatsoever we have need df.

Theworld canna give uswhatsoever weneed. The Devil canna give useverythingweneed.
The Devil is subed to God. The Devil isaready defeaed by our LORD Jesus Christ. The Devil is
limited to what he can do ky what we do.If wedo nd permit the Devil to doanything, he caana do
anything.

If we let the Devil blind ou minds to the Gospel of Christ, we ae the oneswhowill suffer
and lad the things that we need. If we neal something, we shoud “talk to God’ abou what we
neel. Jesus told us we shoud pray to “Our Father in heaven.”

Then Jesus said we shoud glorify God, by hall owing His name. Now that Jesusis ®aed at
theright hand d the Father, we can aso glorify the name of Jesus. Therefore, we shoud praise and
magnify the name of the Father andthe Sonabowe dl other names, in hearen, oneath, and keneah
the eath. Thereis no aher name aowe the name of Jesus.

InPhili pplans2:9-11,it tell sus, “W herefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given
him anamewhich isabove every name...That at the name of Jesus every kneeshould bow, of
things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the arth...And that every tongue
should confessthat Jesus Christ isLord, totheglory of God the Father.” God the Father gets
glorified every time we spe&k the truth in the name of Jesus.

After addressng our Father in heaven, and glorify Godin everything, we can ask the Father
to“ Giveusday by day aur daily bread” (Luke 11:3). Godwantsto bethe sourceof all our neals.
Godwantsto be GODin ou lives. God daces not want us to have any other god' s before Him.

Jesus did na stopin Luke 11:3. Jesus continued by saying, “ And forgive usour sins; for



we also forgive every onethat isindebted to us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver
usfrom evil” (Luke 11:4).

If we want God to give us whatsoever we ask, we must be willi ng to forgive everyone that
isindebted to us. If wedo nd forgive & our Father hasforgiven us, Satan has blinded ou mindsto
the Gospel of Christ.

Godthe Father sent His only begotten Soninto theworld, to take avay the sins of thewhade
world for us. Jesus will ingly went to the Crossfor us. Jesus took all our sins and iniquities upon
Himself that we could be freeof all sin. Jesus did all of that for us. Therefore, we shoud also be
willi ng toforgiveothers. If wewant Godto giveto us, we must also bewilli ngto forgive others, just
as God hesforgiven us.

Oncewe haveforgiven anyonewho hasdonre anything against us, we can ask Godthe Father
to“...lead usnot into temptation; but deliver usfrom evil” (Luke 11:4).

What awonderful plan andway to get whatsoever we haveneal of. It isnot whowe ae, bu
who God is that courts. It is not what we can do, bi what God can dofor thase who obey the
LORD. Our obediencebringsblessngs. Godwantsusto recevefrom Him, “all spiritual blessngs
in heavenly places’ (Eph. 13). God hes aready blessed uswith all spiritual blessngsin heavenly
placesin Christ Jesus. Now it isupto ustorecevethe spiritual blessngsthat are drealy ours. If we
do whatsoever Jesus and God the Father tell us, we will recave dl that we ask of God.

TheninLuke 11:5-8, Jesus gave hisdisciplesan example, saying, “W hich of you shall have
a friend, and shall go unto him at midnight, and say unto him, Friend, lend me three
loaves...For afriend of minein hisjourney is come to me, and | have nothing to set before
him?.. And he from within shall answer and say, Trouble me not: the door isnow shut, and
my children are with mein bed; | cannot rise and give thee..l say unto you, Though he will
not riseand give him, because heishisfriend, yet because of hisimportunity hewill riseand
give him asmany as he nealeth”

That is not an example of how we neeal to ke asking and asking God for whatsoever we
have need df. Thisisan example of asking afriend at atime when heisarealy in bed.

Godis never in aposition where He caana stop dang whatsoever Heisdoing to help ore
of Hisown Childrenin nead. Godisawaysrealy to give uswhatsoever we ak, if we ek acording
to hiswill .

Thenin Luke 11:9,10,Jesus sid, “And | say unto yau, Ask, and it shall be given you;
seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you...For every one that asketh
receveth; and hethat seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.” Jesusdid
not make any other requirements necessary to receve whatsoever we ask. Jesus made it plain and
simple to recave from God the Father, whatsoever we ak.

It isthe god d thisworld that has blinded the minds of those who do nd believeit isthat
simpleto recave from God, whatsoever we have neal dof.

When we ae praying, we shoud be talking to God, nd to people. God is the one that will
supdy all our neals. The Devil has Christians going aroundasking everyone dse, bu, na asking
God.If wewould ask God, we would na need to ask anyone dse. Godwill suppy all our needs, if
we do what God says we shoud do.If we obey the LORD, He will take cae of us.

God has made it simplefor us, but the god d thisworld, operating through the knowledge
of goodand evil has made it difficult for those who do na talk to God abou everything.



Praying is talking to God. We shoud be talking to God everyday. We shoud be talking to
God abou everything that concerns us. If wetalk to God abou everything, God will answer.

Theanswerswewill get from God come in many ways. Many timeswewill findthe aaswer
intheBible. Itisaready written in the Scripturesaswhat to doand haw to doit. Sometimes, wewill
get aknowing in ou spirit, that we know beyond all doult that God is giving us an answer to
whatsoever we asked. Sometimes, we will seethe evidence of what God dd after we asked Him.
Thereare so many waysthat God answers prayer, that no ore could name everyone of theways God
does things to help those who talk to Him daily. Everyday, we shoud talk to God and He will
answer.

In Luke 18:17, Jesus said, “Verily | say unto you, Whosoever shall not receve the
kingdom of God asa little dild shall in no wise enter therein.” A littl e dhild truststotally and
completely in their parents. A littl e diild does nat try to dothings by themselves. Little diildren go
to their parents when they need something.

When Jesus talked abou beaoming “as alittl e diild,” He was nat talking abou teenagers.
Teenagers are nat littl e children, and they seem to want to stop li stening to their parents and li sten
to othersinstead. That iswhat happensto alot of Christians. Asthey get involved with atherswho
have been blinded by the god d this world and they stop “talking to God,” they start doing things
ontheir own withou talking to God first.

Our greaest enemy is the Devil, and hs demons (who pu thoughtsin ou minds to doit
ourselves withou talking to God first). The enemy gets us to do things the way the world daes
things. The enemy gets our attention uponthe world and the things of thisworld, and hav we can
have what we want if we do it the way the world dcesit.

When | grew upfrom a dnild, my parents belonged to aChurch. | believed what | was taught
in that Church system. At the age of forty-five | cdled uponthe LORD Jesus Christ to take over my
life, andlive Hislifein me. That iswhen | become born again into the body of Christ.

At that time | was in the Television repair business | had gone to schod to lean how to
repair eledronic equipment. Like many others, | did what | knew to get the work dore.

After | wasborn again, | foundanather way to get thejob dore. | would study the Bible for
housevery day. Then at work, | would lay my hands uponthe television sets and ask the LORD to
show me what was wrong. Many times | would knav what part was defedive by thetime | got the
television set opened upto get at the dedronicsinside. | would replacethe defedive part, and the
television set would work. In many cases, what used to take me two to three hous to find the
problem and make the repairs, it only took fifteen to forty-five minutes, and the set was working.

Many times| did what theworld dces, and kept trying to find the problem, dang everything
| knew to do.Finally, after spending alot of time, | would stop and ask the LORD to show me what
was wrong? Within minutes, | knew what was wrong, and made the dhanges that were needed. It
sure made things alot easier when | would ask the LORD what was wrong?

God knows everything. There is nothing God will withhdd from those who walk uprightly
InPsalm 84:11,it says, “ For the LORD God isasun and shield: theLORD will givegraceand
glory: no goal thing will hewithhold from them that walk uprightly.” Itisnat difficult for God
to show uswhat to do,when wetalk to God. If we ak in faith He will answer.

Many Christians today are having problems in their lives. They are going everywhere,
looking for answers. The one placethey neel to go is to the LORD. The LORD knows al the



answers, and hav to make dl things work together for our good.

Many of the problemsin ou livesare our own dang. Wewerefoll owing theworlds s/stem,
doing what we were taught in the world, and things were not working out to ou good.

Most of the time, our problem is what we did that did na agreewith the written Word of
God. Many times, it is un-forgivenessof others that opened the doa for Satan and h's demons to
afflict uswith all kinds of symptoms and problemsin ou lives. Then, when we pray, we do nd get
answers.

In Proverbs 1:22-29, it says, “How long, ye simple ones, will yelove simplicity? and the
scorners delight in their scorning, and fods hate knowledge?...Turn you at my reproof:
behold, I will pour out my spirit unto you, I will make known my wordsunto you...Becausel
havecalled, and ye refused; | have stretched out my hand, and no man regarded...But yehave
set at nought all my counsel, and would noneof my reprodf...| alsowill  augh at your calamity;
I will mock when your fear cometh...When your fear cometh as desolation, and your
destruction cometh asawhirlwind; when distressand anguish cometh upon you...Then shall
they call upon me, but | will not answer; they shall se&k me arly, but they shall not find
me...For that they hated knowledge, and did not choose the fear of the LORD.”

If God daes not answer when we pray, what isthe problem? Most likely, we have not been
studying HisWord. We have been spending too much time doing things our way, the way theworld
does things. Then when we cdl, He will nat answer.

Godwill nat withhdd any goodthing from them that walk uprightly (Psalm 84:11). But those
who go astray, following the worlds g/stem, andthasewho are deceved by the enemy, may nat get
answers when they cdl uponthe LORD.

First we nedd to repent of walking in the flesh and nd in the Spirit (Rom. 85-8). Then
confessour sins and God will forgive us and restore us to His righteousness Repentance brings
forgiveness Forgivenessbrings us bad into fell owship with God.

When we aein fell owship with God, He will answer when we cdl. Godwill supgy al our
nedds, if wewill remain in fellowship with God.

There is a difference between relationship to God and fell owship with God. We beaome
related to Godwhen we becomeborn again of theWord of GodandtheHoly Spirit. Chil dren of God
arerelated to God by anew birth into the body of Christ.

But, children of Godwhoarenat infell owship with God, may not get their prayersanswered
when they pray. In 1John 15-7, it says, “ Thisthen isthe message which we have heard of him,
and dedare unto you, that God islight, and in himisnodarknessat all...If wesay that wehave
fellowship with him, and walk in darkness welie, and do not thetruth...But if wewalk in the
light, asheisin thelight, we have fell owship onewith another, and the blood of Jesus Christ
his Son cleanseth usfrom all sin.”

TheEpistle of 1 Johniswritten to those “whoare born again into the body of Christ.” When
apersonisborn again, they arein Christ. They are related to God by a new birth in the spirit.

The Epistle of 1 Johniswritten to Christians, na to thase who are nat true dil dren of God.
Christians need to ke uptheir fellowship with God. If we kegp up ou fell owship with God ona
daily basis, we can ask whatsoever we will andit will be dore unto us. Those who do ne “talk to
God,” and do nowalk in the light, may not get their prayers answered when they pray.

Prayer istalkingto God.Wedo nd alwaysneed totalk to Godin ou natural language. When



we pray in the Spirit, we ae dso talking to God.

Therewas atimethat | had a growth onmy finger. It was there and growing for abou two
weeks. One day, | was praying in the Spirit, whil e driving down theroad, and ou of my spirit came
these words, “ Why dorit you curse the roots onthat growth andcommandit to de andfall off” ?
| immediately cursed theroatsin Jesus' name and commanded them to de andthegrowthtofall off.

It seamed asthough nahing happened when | prayed. The growth was dill there. | couldn’'t
seeany change. For weeks | continued to change the band-aid | had been puiting onit to proted it.
Onething | noticed after aweek or so, wasthat it wasn't getting any larger. It stayed abou the same
size.

Abou amonth later, as | was changing the band-aid, the growth fell off. It come off with
the band-aid when | removed it to pu onanew one. Thewords | spoke that day whil e driving down
the road caused the growth to de. It did fall off after abou a month. There was not even a mark
whereit had been.

Praying andtalking to God are the same thing. In Ephesians 6:18 it says, “ Praying always
with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance
and supplication for all saints’ Whenwe ae prayingin the Spirit, the Holy Spirit helpsusto pray
(Rom. 8:26,27). When we ae praying in the Spirit, it is our spirit that does the praying (1 Cor.
14:14).

It isthewill of God that wetalk to God about everything in our lives. It isthe will of God
that we shoud prosper and kein hedth at all times. In 3John 12 it says, “Beloved, | wish above
all thingsthat thou mayest prosper and bein health, even asthy soul prospereth.” How does
our soul prosper? It prospers as we continue in the Word of God, talking to God abou everything
inou lives. Whenwefollow God sinstructionsin the Bible, wewill prosper and beingood tedth.

If wewill be doers of theWord of God, and nd just heaersonly, we will talk to God about
everything. Whentalking to God, Hewill answer. When Godanswersour prayerswewill defed the
enemy in every areaof our lives.

Satan is a liar. There is no truth in anything Satan says. Satan is the god d this world,
working through the knowledge of goodand evil. The whale world li ves by the knowledge of good
andevil. But, Christiansaretold to live by the Word of God. When welive by theWord of God,we
will overcome the world and all the works of the enemy.

It isour faith in Godthat overcomestheworld. In 1John 53,4, it says, “ For thisisthelove
of God, that we keg his commandments. and his commandments are not grievous...For
whatsoever isborn of God overcometh theworld: and thisisthevictory that overcometh the
world, even our faith.”

What isimportant to understandisthat GodisLove. Godwill kegp HisWord. Many times,
Christians have situations in their lives, andthey try everything they know, andit does not sean to
work for them.

Christians sean to think there is an easier way to receve whatsoever they neel. But, the
simplest way is God s way. If a Christian will “talk to God’ everyday and commit their ways to
foll ow the instruction God gives usin His Word, God will reved to us what we need to know and
do.If wewill talk to God, like alittle dild talksto its parents, we will get answers.

If wewill ask the LORD, what it isthat we did, that this condtionis gill happeningin ou
lives. The LORD will tell us. Ask the LORD, “L ORD, what did | dothat | havethis condtion?’



Then * Thark the LORD for the answer.” If we ak in faith, the LORD will reved to us what we
neeal to doto overcome whatsoever comes against us.

For more information onthis subjed, get al of the parts to this sries of Mini-Books. For
other help, youcan also goto ou Web sitesonthe Internet and dovnl oad as many freebooksasyou
desire. Go to:

www.handsforjesus.cc
www.handsforjesus.org



