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Introduction

Part 5 o “TheKingdom” isa antinuation d thefirst 4 Parts. Some of theinformationinthis
part will be arepea of that which wasin thefirst 4 Parts. Y et, most of what isin thisPart 5 will be
very important to understanding “ TheKingdom.” For thosewho do nohave a ©py of thefirst Parts,
they can be downloaded fredy from our Web Sites.

Johnthe Baptist came to prepare the way for Jesus to come. John s message was, “ repent
and be bapized for the remisgon of sins.” Many came to John, but with the wrong attitude,
espedaly the Pharisees and Sadducees. When Jesus came preading the Kingdom of God, many
cameto Jesuswith thewrong attitude. Espedall y the Pharisees and Sadducees, they camewith their
ideas of God and what God cesired for them to do.

When the Holy Spirit cameto preparethe body of Christ for heaven and prepare the way for
the secondcoming of the LORD, many came preading ancther gospel. Many had thewrong motive
for being in the ministry.

In1John 218,the Apaostle Johnwrotethat “... even now are theremany antichrists...” The
Apostle Paul wrote in Galatians 1:8, “though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other
gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed.” In 2
Corinthians 11:12-15the Apastle Paul wrote of those who are* false apostles, decetful workers,
transforming themselvesinto the apostles of Christ” (2 Cor. 11:13).

We must try the spirits if they are of God a not? Not everyone who is working in the
churches today are following the Holy Spirit, and keing led by the Holy Spirit. Some ae deceved
by Satan in what they are doing in the churches.



The Kingdom
Identifying Wrong Spirits

Identifying the works of God and the works of the Devil. In Luke 9:52, Jesus “ sent
messengers before his face and they went, and entered into a \ll age of the Samaritans, to
make ready for him.” In Luke 9:53it tellsus, “ And they did not receive him, because hisface
was asthough hewould goto Jerusalem.” Thenin Luke9:54,55it says, “ And when hisdisciples
James and John saw this, they said, L ord, wilt thou that we command fire to comedown from
heaven, and consume them, even as Eliasdid?.. But he turned, and rebuked them, and said,
Yeknow not what manner of spirit ye are of.”

Spirits areidentified by the atitudes of people whoyield over to them. To James and John,
they thought what Elijah did was ok for them to do.But, Jesus informed them that they were
recaving their information from awrong spirit.

Remember, Jesus was making theway for the Holy Spirit to come, that the Kingdom of God
couldreign oneath asit isin heaven. Many things happened in the Old Testament that were of God
at the time. But many of those same things are not to be dore in the New Covenant.

The Old Testament was for “man in the flesh, gus under the Law of Moses.” These two
things are not for the New Testament. This is a part of the mgor difference between the Old
Testament andthe New Testament. Therefore, many thingsthat God accepted in the Old Testament
arenot for the New Testament.

Jesus spent alot of time in Matthew, Chapter Five through Chapter Seven explaining the
diff erence between the Old Testament and the New Testament. The Apostle Paul said in Acts
13:38,39,“Be it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through this man is
preached unto you the forgivenessof sins....And by him all that believe are justified from all
things, from which ye could not be justified by the law of M oses.”

Christians canna go badk in the Old Testament and claim what some of the saints did then
isaccetable in the New Testament. We must lean what is acceptable and what is not acceptable
in the New Covenant.

Any works of taking advantage of another person for our personal gain is contrary to the
Word of God.lItisnat of God,andshoud na be dore by those who desireto enter into the kingdom
of God.In 1 Corinthians 6:9,10it says, “Know ye not that the unrighteous sall not inherit the
kingdom of God? Be not decaved: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor
effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind,..Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor
drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God.”

Christians need to study the éove verses and understand the meanings of the words used to
describe that which is not acceptable in the kingdom of God. Espeaally study the meaning of the
words* covetous and extortioners.” Totheworld, covetous and extortioners are away of life, but
they arenot awork of God. To take advantage of another individual for personal gainisnat of God.
It isawork of the enemy.

The Greek word “ pleonektes,” trandated “ covetous’ in English means “holding (desiring)
more, eager for gain (avaricious, hence adefrauder).” The Englishword “avaricious’ means* greedy
for riches.” In the Old Testament, the law, which was a schodmaster (Gal. 3:24), said in Exodus
20:17" Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’shouse, thou shalt not covet thy neighbour'swife,

3



nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass nor any thing that isthy
neighbour's.” If something belongs to someone dse, to desireit is* covetous.”

The Greek word “harpax,” translated “ extortioners” inthe English means“rapadous.” The
Englishword “rapadous’ means“taking by force plundering; greedy or grasping; voradous, living
on captured prey; predatory.” Plundering in English means “to take property by force or fraud.”
Voradousin English means “very greedy or eager in some desire or pursuit.” Predatory in English
means “living by, or charaderized by plundering, robling, or exploiting others.”

Thaoseinthebody of Christ who dothethingsmentionedin 1Corinthians6:9,10are acually
yielding over to the spirits of thisworld. We can identify the spirits that are working through them
by the atitude they present. Along with thase of 1 Corinthians 6:9,10is included envy, strife, and
divisions. James3:14-16says, “ But if yehavebitter envying and strifein your hearts, glory not,
and lienot aganst thetruth.... Thiswisdom descendeth not from above, but isearthly, sensual,
devilish....For where envying and strifeis, thereis confusion and every evil work.” All envy,
strife, and dvisions are works of the flesh, where Satan works in the minds of people.

Ancther spirit that Christians must be avare of is“a lying spirit.” Jesus said, the Devil isthe
father of lies (John 844). How do we identify alying spirit? By the dtitude of the personwhois
speaking. Asan example, if someonetell syousomething anditisnat true, it isalie. The Holy Spirit
does nat promote lies. God cannd lie (Titus 1:2).

When someone tell syou they will cdl youat a cetain time or ona cetain date andthey do
not cal, waswhat they said true or nat? If it isnot true, thenit isalie. All promisesthat are not kept
arenat from God.God keegpsall Hispromises. The Devil istheliar. Hewasali ar from the beginning
(John 844).

Lying spirits operate anong Christianswhoyield owver to them, and permit them to operate
in their lives. If Christians permit them to operate, the LORD also permits them to operate. (Seel
Kings, Chapter Twenty-two).

King Ahab permitted false prophetsto operate in hiskingdom. Ahab dd nahing to remove
the false prophets. Before King Ahab went up to beattle to Ramothgil ead, the prophet Micaah told
Ahab that the LORD would permit lying spirits to operate in the mouths of al of Ahab’'s false
prophets. When Christianspermit false prophetsandlying spiritsto operate anong them, the LORD
must also permit the lying spirits to operate.

Christians are given authority over lying spiritsalong with al the works of the enemy (Luke
10:19). If our thoughts are not brought into subjedionto Christ (the anointing within us) Satan will
have freedom to operatein our minds and entice us with the words we spe&k. In 2 Corinthians 10:5
it says, “ Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself aganst the
knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedienceof Christ.”

Many Christians think nahing of the promises they make and do no kegp. Theworld does
it all thetime. They do nd redizethat it isan evil spirit persuading them to dowhat they do. These
spiritswill hinder the Holy Spirit from working in the lives of those whoyield ower to lying spirits.

There are many pastorsin churchestoday that canna understand why their church daes not
increase? Why they lose so many members? When they do nd keep their word, lying spirits are
operating among them. Lying spirits are works of darkness The Holy Spirit canna promote the
works of darkness Lying spirits are no dfferent than ather spirits. They must be brought under
subjedionto the LORD andthe Holy Spirit. We must resist all | ying spirit within ou lives (James



4:7).

Ancther spirit that hindersthework of the Holy Spirit isaspirit that operates by the atitude
of “it isnot important to be on time.” This irit is e in many Christian churches today. The
Church service is sheduled to start at 9:00am and the people start coming around 915am and
9:30am. It isnot aone time late situation, bu almost normal for many who attend these services.

Christians neeal to reaognize this irit. It isdisresped for the Word of God and the Holy
Spirit to alwaysbelate. Godis never latein what He does. When God daes smething He isalways
ontime. In Genesis1:3," God said, L et therebelight: and therewaslight.” It didn't happenlater.
When God spoke, it was dore.

Christiansgrievethe Holy Spirit by their letting other spiritscontrol their lives. Continualy,
never being ontimeis a spirit of this world operating in an individual. This same spirit controls
groups of Christians. If the onein charge permits this irit to operate, that same spirit will operate
in those whom heis in charge of. If the Pastor is aways late, so will many of the congregation
aways be late.

God never intended it to be that way. If a Church serviceis sheduled to start at 9:00am,
everyoneshoud bethere & least fifteen minutes ealy. If praise andworship isto beginthe service
the praise and worship tean shoud be drealy leading praise and worship before 9:00am. Psalm
10G4 says, “ Enterintohisgateswith thanksgiving, and into hiscourtswith praise: bethankful
unto him, and blesshisname.” When people enter infor a Church service, they shoud already be
in an attitude of thanksgiving and praise.

Spiritsthat cause Christiansto belate ae mocking spirits, making mockery of theHoly Spirit
who deservesthe best we havein every areaof our lives, which includes our timein private andin
places of worship. Thetruemeaning of worshipis*giving thebest you haveto theoneyouworship.”
When Christians do nd give Godthe best they have they make amockery of God. Godisgoodand
Godishady. Therefore Christians $roud begoodandthey shoud behaly, espedally when it comes
to aseembling together for aworship service Whatsoever we do, doit as unto the LORD (at home,
in church, wherever we ae).

Christians shoud reaognize this girit and come against it in their lives and in the lives of
others aroundthem. We have been given authority over al the works of the devil. We need to use
the authority we have and glorify God in everything we do, nomatter where we ae or what we ae
doing. Espedally when it comesto going to aplaceof worship. Do na be disrespedful to the Holy
Spirit, whois there and within usto help, guide, comfort, lead, and tead us. Give the Holy Spirit
reverence and hone wherever we go.

If Christians do nd overcome the spirits of thisworld, the spirits of thisworld will control
their lives. Even in the world, Christians shoud be alight unto the world. The world shoudd know
they are diff erent. There shoud be aglow abou Christians that the world will see

Inmy own life, | alwaystried to be & work ontime, never late. | alwaystried to stay onthe
joburtil quitting time, never quitti ng beforetimeto qut. Almost every placel worked, | had favor
with the management. Many places | worked, the management did all they could to promote me
ahea of others. | was off ered management positions over otherswho hed worked there many yeas
longer then | did.

Godseesour attitude. Satan triesto control our attitude. Get theright attitude from God,and
comeagainst all attitudes of the spiritsof thisworld, donat let them manifest inyour life. Espeaaly,



do nat let the spirits of this world manifest in places of worship. Be ax example unto athers, like
Jesus was an example unto us.



The Kingdom
Continued

In Romans 14:17 it says, “For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Ghost.” Thisis a whole new way of living as
compared to the Old Testament. The kingdom of Godis not what we can do d our own ability, it
iswhat God can doin us and through us by the anointing of the Holy Spirit, which mainly comes
by “...righteousness and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.” Righteousness comes first, then
peaceandjoy inthe Holy Spirit. Withou righteousnesswe ae not walking in the light of the Word
of God. Spiritscan beidentified by the atitudes of people. If it isthe Holy Spirit, the &titude of the
personwill result in*righteousness” None of thethingsmentioned in 1 Corinthians6:9,10will ever
be acceptable by the Holy Spirit. Therefore, thase who dosuch things dhall not inherit the kingdom
of God.

None of theworks of the flesh will be accetable by the Holy Spirit. In Galatians 5:13-15it
says, “ For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to
theflesh, but by love serve one another... For all thelaw isfulfilled in oneword, even in this;
Thou shalt love thy neighbour asthyself....But if ye bite and devour one another, take heed
that ye be not consumed one of another.”

Loveisthe motivefor all the works of God,for Godis Love (agape). Thetrue definition o
love (agape) isfoundin 1Corinthians 13:4-7. Godislove andwhatsoever isof Godisdoreinlove.

But, the works of the flesh are not acceptablein the New Covenant. Galatians 5:16,17says,
“This| say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil thelust of the flesh....For theflesh
lusteth aganst theSpirit, and the Spirit aganst theflesh: and theseare contrary theonetothe
other: sothat ye @nnot do thethingsthat yewould.”

The kingdom of Godisawork of Godin the spiritsof born again Christians. It isnot awork
of men, bu of God.In Zedhariah 4:6 it was prophesied “...Not by might, nor by power, but by my
spirit, saith the LORD of hosts.” In Daniel 2:44 it was prophesied, “...the kingdom shall not be
left to ather people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall
stand for ever.” The kingdom of God will never be left to people doing their own will . It will
always remain the LORD as King and the Holy Spirit carrying out the works of the Kingdom.
Whatsoever is not of God, is nat of the kingdom of God, bu is of anather spirit working in and
among people. The works of the flesh are not of God, for they are mntrary to the Holy Spirit and
therefore caana please God (Gal. 5:17).

The Spirit of God canna havefell owship with theworks of darkness In 2 Corinthians 6:14-
18it says, “Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath
righteousnesswith unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?...And
what concord hath Christ with Belial? o what part hath he that believeth with an
infidel?.. And what agreement hath thetemple of God with idols? for yeare thetempleof the
living God; as God hath said, | will dwell in them, and walk in them; and | will betheir God,
and they shall bemy people....Wherefore comeout from amongthem, and beye separ ate, saith
theLord, and touch not theunclean thing; and | will receiveyou,...And will bea Father unto
you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.”

Whoisan unt®liever? An unteliever isonewhowalksin darknessandwalks after the flesh
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and nat after the Spirit. It's that simple, too simple for many educated people who love the things
of the flesh and the things of thisworld (1 John 215-17).

Now, let us esome of what isof God? In Romans 8:26-28says, “ Likewisethe Spirit also
helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for aswe ought: but the Spirit
itself maketh intercesson for us with groanings which cannot be uttered...And he that
searcheth the hearts knoweth what isthe mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercesson
for the saints according to the will of God....And we know that all things work together for
goad to them that love God, to them who are the alled according to his purpose.” When the
Holy Spirit isin us, andworking all things together for our good,then we ae doing thewill of God
and living in the Kingdom of God here on eath.

God splanand puposefor our liveshereoneath isthat the Holy Spirit would bein control
of all that wedo.Y et, the things of God are many timesoppdasite of thethings of thisworld. Theway
the world thinks and the way the world dces things are many times oppdasite of God sthoughts and
God s ways.

InIsaiah 558,9it says, “ For my thoughtsare not your thoughts, neither are your ways
my ways, saith the LORD....For as the heavens are higher than the erth, so are my ways
higher than your ways, and my thoughtsthan your thoughts.” God hasnot changed. Godis dill
the same & He was in the Old Testament times. God is not going to change, therefore, when we
beamme born again o the Word and the Spirit, God expeds us to change to become like Him.

One major change God expeds of usistheway wethink andtheway welive. Thisincludes
the way we sped&k, how we spedk, and the things we say. Most of those in the body of Christ still
want to tell Godwhat to do,so they can dotheir own will of the flesh.

God hes a better way. God s way is to spe&k in tongues by the anointing of the Holy Spirit
within us. Godis saying, “ My thoughs and My ways are much better then your thougtts andyour
ways.” If Christians will permit God to control their thoughts and their ways by the words they
sped, Godwill beGODintheir livesand*...all thingswork together for goad to them that love
God...” By spe&king in tongues, God is able to work all things together for our good.

Luke 181 says, “ And he spakea parableunto them to thisend, that men ought always
topray, and not to faint.” In Roman 826, it says, “...we know not what we should pray for as
weought...” Yes, weought alwaysto pray. But we dori t know what to pray or how to pray that the
perfed will of Godisdorein ou lives. We ae still tooworldly minded. We still want to livelike
the world lives and control others like the world controls others that we can have whatsoever we
desire. That is not the way God thinks, and that is not the way God daes things.

Therefore, God is telling us to set aside our ideas, ou thoughts, and ou ways, and let Him
be Godin ou lives. Let Godwork all thingstogether for our good.His plans and His ways for our
lives are much higher then ou plans and ou ways. Being that we still are nat knowing and
understanding what eternal lifeisall abou, Godwant’sto dothe spe&king for usin tongues, which
noman understands. In 1 Corinthians 14:2 it says, “ For hethat speaketh in an unknown tongue
speaketh not unto men, but unto God: for no man understandeth him; howbeit in the spirit
he speaketh mysteries.” When we are spe&ing in tongues, God can get us to say what He wants
usto say, that our words are dfedivein the spiritual redm, that what we say will help to defed the
enemy for us.

When we ae spe&king in tongues or praying in the Spirit, it is our spirit that is doing the



praying, nat our mind. In 1 Corinthians 14:14 it says, “For if | pray in an unknown tongue, my
spirit prayeth, but my understandingisunfruitful.” God readsto get our thoughtsand ou ways
out of Hisway so He can work all thingstogether for our good.God knavs much more éou what
needs to be dore, and hav to dothings that al things work together for the good d al of His
children, nd just for some individuals who want God to dotheir will .

When the Holy Spirit makes “...intercesson for us with groanings which cannot be
uttered,” Hedoesit after Hefirst seachesour “... heartsknowing what isthemind of the Spirit,”
(Rom. 8:27).

Everything God has planned for our livesiswritten in ou spirit when we aeborn again of
theWord of God.TheWord of Godistheseed of our new birth (1 Peter 1:23). Contained inthe seed
isthetotal plan and pupasefor our lives, just asaseal for atree ontainsall that it takesto produce
another tree exadly identicd to the treethe seed came from.

We are born again of the Spirit and the Word in Christ Jesus, that our lives can become
transformed and bea theimage of Jesus Christ Himself. In 1Corinthians 15:49it says, “ And aswe
have bornetheimage of the earthy, we shall also bear theimage of the heavenly.” Theimage
of Jesus Christ isin ou spirit by the new birth. Yet, ead child of Godis unique, and thereis a
genera purpose for every Christian, bu there is also a spedfic purpose for eat ore individually.
Therefore, before the Holy Spirit makes intercesson for us, He seaches our heat to know what is
the mind d the spirit for usindividualy.

God has awonderful plan for every born again child of God. Only God knaws His plan,
therefore, when we pray in the Spirit, the Holy Spirit within us helps usto pray the perfed will of
God so that all things can work together for our good.

Satan hatesthe plan of Godfor our lives. Satan hashisown plan for our lives. Satan will use
every means he has to keg us from submitting ourselves unto God. Satan knows that when we
submit ourselves unto God he will haveto flee James 4:7 tellsus, “ Submit your selvestherefore
to God. Resist the devil, and he will fleefrom you.” When Godisin control of our lives, Satan
has no dacein what we do.

You can know what spirit is working in an individual when you compare it with what the
Holy Spirit does and hav He does things.

For more information onthis subjed get the cmmplete book“ THE KINGDOM,” by Merle
E. Koepke. These books can al be downloaded freeby going to our Web sites at:
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