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THE MIND OF CHRIST

In 1 Corinthians 2:16 it tell s us that we have the mind d Christ. Does everyone have the
mind d Christ? No, orly Christians. That is, thase who are born again of the Word (1 Peter 1:23)
and the Spirit (John 36,7). But for those who are born again, we do have the mind o Christ in our
new spirit, where the full nessof the Godhead dwells. That doesn’t mean, just because we have the
mind of Christ that we ae using the mind d Christ in ou daily lives. It means that the mind o
Christ isavail able to us at anytime we deade to permit the Holy Spirit to take control in our lives.
If wewalk after the flesh the mind o Christ will not benefit usin any way. It isonly when we walk
after the Spirit that the mind d Christ operates from within us.

When the goostle Paul mentioned that we have the mind d Christ, he had just said before
that in 1 Corinthians 2:14; “ But the natural man receaveth not the things of the Spirit of God:
for they are fodishnessunto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually
discerned.” The natural man canna discern the things of the Spirit. The natural man isthe man of
theflesh, aso cdl ed “the outward man, the old man, etc.” In 2Corinthians4:16it says, “ For which
cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet theinward man isrenewed day
by day.” The natural man still wantsto walk after the flesh, whereas; theinward man wantsto walk
after the Spirit. The gaostle Paul described his problems with the natural man, the outward man, in
Romans 7:14-25.In verse 14,the gostle Paul said “ For weknow that thelaw is giritual: but |
am carnal, sold under sin.” Theword carnal in the Greek means “unregenerate - fleshly.” If Paul
was urnregenerate - fleshly in his natural mind, then we must be the same in the natural mind. Paul,
an apostle of the LORD Jesus Chrigt, still had amajor problem with his natural mind, his outward
man o the flesh. He described his problem in verses 18 through 23,

For | know that in me(that is,in my flesh,) dwell eth no god thing: for towill i spresent

with me; but how to perform that which isgoad | find not.

For thegoad that | would | do not: but the evil which | would not, that | do.

Now if | do that I would not, it isno more | that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me.

| find then alaw, that, when | would do godal, evil i s present with me.

For | delight in thelaw of God after the inward man:

But | see another law in my members, warring aganst the law of my mind, and

bringing meinto captivity to the law of sin which isin my members.

Y es, we have the mind d Christ, bu that doesn’t mean everything we dois in agreement
with Christ. We havethemind o Christ, but if wedon't useit, thenatural mind d theflesh will t ake
control of our lives. Wewill bejust likethosewhoare of theworld, “not bornagainin Christ Jesus.”

Most Spirit-fill ed Christians today, are like the church that was at Corinth, they are still
canaly minded. The gostledid hisbest to operate from the mind d Christ rather than the natural
mind d the flesh. Paul even went onin 1 Corinthians 3:1, saying, “And I, brethren, could not
speak unto you asunto spiritual, but asunto carnal, even asunto babesin Christ.” Thasewho
are babes in Christ are still carnal. He then explained what he meant by babes in Christ in 1
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Corinthians 3:3, saying, “For ye are yet carnal: for whereasthereisamong you envying, and
strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men?”

Before we continue from here, let us look at some of what was happening among the
Corinthians. Are not these same things happening among the Christians today?

In Chapter one of first Corinthians, the gostle Paul emphasi zed the preading of the Cross
How that preading of the Crossto the wise of this world was fodlishness And that to thase who
are chasen of God (but becane religious, self-righteous, operating from their natural minds); the
preading of the Crosswas a stumbling block.

In Chapter two of first Corinthians, the goostle Paul compared hiscoming to the Corinthians
to the others, as one who came with the wisdom of God, and nd the wisdom of man.

We seevery few like the gostle Paul among the churches today. Multit udes have gone to
the wisdom of men, rather than the wisdom of God. All throughou the epistles of first and second
Corinthians, Paul addressed the isaues that are prevalent today among many Christian churches.

There are those who are so super-spiritual that they are beyondthe Written Word and they
live by their spiritual experiences. There aethose whoraisethemselves up asthough they are God.
Therearethasewhoraise up ahers, seeking to glorify their position among others. There aethose
who Paul cdled “angels of light.” For the most part, they are babes in Chrigt, for there is dill
envying, strife, and dvisions among them.

What shoud someone do if they find themselves among thase who are partakers of their
deals? Remember the LORD our God, for He is merciful, righteous, and long suffering. He will
abundantly pardon wsif we cometo Him.

There needsto be a ©iange made. We must repent, turn from our ways, confessour sins, and
recave of the LORD restoration among the sanctified. We must come out from among thase who
are nat walking in the Light, separate ourselves, for Godis Holy. Heis not willi ng that any shoud
perish, but come to the true knowledge of His Sonandfollow Him. The parable of the prodicd son
in Luke, Chapter fifteen is an example for every Christian who has gone astray. Take his example,
and return to ou Father’s house. He will abundantly pardon and receve dl who come with a
repentant heat. Just as the Word says in Revelation 2217, the Spirit and the bride say, Come.
And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that isathirst come. And whosoever will , let
him take the water of life freely.”

As Christians, we need a better understanding of what is meant by “we have the mind o
Christ.” When we becane born again o the Word and the Spirit we recaved the mind o Christ
within our new credure “in Christ” (2 Cor. 5:17). The mind d Christ operates “from our spirit,” as
the spirit will s, na as our natural mind will s. Just as praying in the Spirit operates from our spirit,
not our natural mind. Paul said in 1 Corinthians 14:14,“ For if | pray in an unknown tongue, my



spirit prayeth, but my understanding isunfruitful.” It was not his natural mind that was doing
the praying, it was his girit that was doing the praying.

Christians have two lives. They have “Zoe” which is God's eternd life, ban again o the
Spirit andtheWord (John 36, 1Peter 1:23). Christiansalso still have “psuche,” whichisnatura life,
born of the flesh.

Zoe operates from the new creded spirit of man, and “psuche” operates from the natural
mind of man. These two are different, and they do nd agree Most of the time, when the natural
mindisin control we ae walking after the flesh, bu when we put the spiritual mind in control we
walk after the Spirit. We aetold to “ walk after the Spirit and not after the flesh” (Rom. 8:1-8).

Being that we aetold to walk after the Spirit and nd after the flesh, then it is passble for
usto walk after the Spirit rather than the flesh. God daes nat tell usto dosomething we caana do.
But, how dowe walk after the Spirit and nd after the flesh?

Aswe renew our natural mind onthe Word of God (Rom. 122), we find that the Word of
God andthe Spirit of Godaways agree In 1John 57, it tellsus that “ the Word and the Spirit are
One.” Therefore, if they are One, then they must always agree Not only isthe Word and the Spirit
One, but they are dso One with the Father, therefore, “the Word and the Spirit and the Father all
agree” Whenwelive acording to the Word of Godwe aein effed walking in agreament with the
Spirit of God.

We canna do this of our natural ability, therefore, Jesus explained in John 424, saying,
“God is Spirit, and those who wor ship Him must worship in spirit and truth” (NKJV). In
aduality, abetter understanding of thisversewould be“ Godis Spirit, and only by the power of his
Holy Spirit can people worship him as hereally is.” What it al comes down to is mentioned in
Zedhariah 4:6, when the LORD spoke through the prophet Zedhariah concerning the rebuil ding of
thetemple. He said, “ Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith theLORD of hosts.”
Godwantstowork in our lives, “by His Spirit,” not by our natural minds. Godwantsto useour lives
for His glory, by Him working through us. We ae only to be vesslsfor His glory.

When weunderstand John 424, we can seewhy in Ephesians 6:18it says, “ Praying always
with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit. . .” The natural man canna worship God by the
power of His Spirit, only the spirit of man can dothat. Thisisapart of the New Covenant only, in
the Old Covenant they could na dothis.

I’ s very helpful to uncerstandthat “we ae anew creaurein Christ” if we aeborn again of
the Word and the Spirit. We were in Adam, bu now that we ae born again we aein Christ. In 1
Corinthians 15:22,it says, “ For asin Adam all die, even soin Christ shall all bemadealive.” If
wearein Christ, then we aenolonger in Adam. Beingwe aein Christ, we have dernal life. Thase
who have d@erna lifewill spend eternity in heaven, those who do nd have derna life “when they
dieonthiseath” will spend eternity in hell.



Praise God, that we will not spend eternity in hell, but rather with Him in heaven. It's not
because of what we did, it’s because of what God dd for usin Jesus. “For he hath made him to
besin for us, whoknew nosin; that wemight bemadethe righteousnessof God in him” (2 Cor.
5:21). Then, after Jesusarose again from thedead, “Headded tothe Church daily, such as should
be saved” (Acts. 247). We were alded to the body of Christ when we were born again. Now, it’s
upto usto“renew our natural mind’ onthe Word of Godthat we might walk after the Spirit and nd
after the flesh.

If we want to walk after the Spirit and nd after the flesh we must renew our natural minds
ontheWord of God (not onthewords of men). There ae many reli gious organizationsin theworld
today, cdli ng themselves Christians. That does not make them Christians. What makes apersona
Christian is the new birth, being born again of the Word and the Spirit.

The next thing after being born again is the baptism in the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:4,5,8. Jesus
said “we shoud” be baptized in the Holy Spirit. In Mark 16:17 Jesus sid, “ And these signs dall
follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new
tongues.” If we refuse the baptism in the Holy Spirit becaise some religious person said we don't
need the baptism or some other religious organization said it is not for today; we will | et the devil
rob ws of one of the greaest blessngs God hesto offer His Chil dren.

Withou the Baptism inthe Holy Spirit we caana walk after the Spirit, andwewill continue
to walk after the flesh all the days of our life here on eath. We need the baptism in the Holy Spirit
to help us dothe will of God.

Oncewerecavethe baptism inthe Holy Spirit it i svery important to take advantage of every
oppatunity we have to spend time with the Holy Spirit in the Word and in praying in tongues. It’s
by spending timeinthe Word andin prayingintonguesthat wewill grow inwisdom and knowvledge
of thewill of Godfor our lives.

The mind d Christ operates by the Holy Spirit from within ou spirit. The word “ Christ”
means “anointed One, or anointed.” It’ sby the anainting that abidesin usthat we can operate by the
mindof Christ and nd the natural mind d man. We caana dothewill of God uresswe permit God
towork in ou livesandthrough ou livesby His Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit andthe Word of God
always agree thereby we can know if it isthe Holy Spirit or ancther spirit.

In 1Corinthians 2:16, it says, “ For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may
instruct him? But we havethemind of Christ.” No ore knowsthe mind o the LORD, insomuch
asthat we can instruct Him. “ But, we have the mind of Christ”!

How can we know if someone is operating by the mind d Christ? Phili ppians 2:3-11 says,
Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowlinessof mind let each
estean other better than themselves.

Look not every man on hisown things, but every man also on thethings of others.



Let thismind bein you, which wasalso in Christ Jesus:

Who, being in theform of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:

But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was
madein thelikenessof men:

And being found in fashion asa man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto
death, even the death of the cross

Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above
every name:

That at the name of Jesus every kneeshould bow, of thingsin heaven, and thingsin
earth, and things under the erth;

And that every tongue should confessthat JesusChristisLord, totheglory of God the
Father.

If we aeborn again of the Word and the Spirit, we have the mind d Christ. Christ dwells
inus, in ou new creaed Spirit. From within ou spirit, Godrevedsthe mysteries of spiritua things
(1 Cor. 142); and operatesin al the gifts of the Spirit (1 Cor. 127-11). From within ou spirit, God
direds, leads, guides, comforts, andteades us. Our persondl livesaredireded by God from within
us; by the anainting that abidesin us. In 1 John 227 it says, “ But the anointing which ye have
recaved of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same
anointing teacheth you of all things, and istruth, and isnolie, and even asit hath taught you,
ye shall abidein him.” If we aide in this anainting within us we have accesto “the mind d
Christ” within us.

The mind of Christ operatesin total agreament with the written Word of God. It brings us
into fell owship with the Father and the Son (1 John 1:1-10). When we have fell owship with the
Father andthe Sonwedo nd walk in darkness wedo nd fulfill t helusts of the flesh; neither dowe
walk after theflesh. When we operate by themind d Christ within ou spirit, wewalk after theHoly
Spirit and nd after the flesh.

Weall cameout of darkness wheretheworksof theflesh dd manifestin ou lives. Welived
acording to the murse of thisworld, controlled by the prince of the power of the ar (the demonic
forcesthat control theworks of theflesh). Ephesians 2:2 tell sus, “W herein in timepast yewalked
acoording tothe murseof thisworld, accordingtotheprinceof thepower of theair, the spirit
that now worketh in the dhildren of disobedience” Thiswasour lifestyle. Wedid na know any
better, thereforewelived liketherest of theworld. Not that weindugedin hatriblesinsof theflesh;
but that we did na walk by faith, bu instead “we walked by sight” (2 Cor. 5:7). Themind d Christ
does not walk by sight, it walks by faith!

Y et, we aestill i nthisworld. We know the ways of theworld, becaise & onetimewelived
by the ways of the world. But as Christians, we ae told, nd to live by the ways of thisworld, bu
live unto God in the spirit.

We have a ©ioice how we will li ve; after the flesh or after the Spirit. Which ore will we



choose?Y et, whenwe dhocsetolive dter the Spirit, wewill find ouselvesingrea desireto go badk
tothewaysof theflesh. Isthat desirefrom God? No, nd acarding to the Scriptures. Satanisbehind
the desires of theflesh andwe neal to be avare of thefad that we ae between two opnions; towalk
after the flesh or walk after the Spirit.

Our dedsionsin thislife shoud be based only, “uponthe Word of God.” To dothewill of
God, we must have Godinvolved. We caana “of our own ability” serve God. Withou the help of
God,we aeinthisworld, withou hope, andwithou God (Eph. 212). Godison oreside and Satan
isonthe other side; we aein-between. If we side with God, we have the power of Godto help us.
If we side with the devil, his power is there to control us. We ae nat in total control of our lives.
Unlesswe put Godin control, Satan will blind ou minds (2 Cor. 4:4). We will be deceved and e
will l ead usinto destruction.

When Christians think they are in total control of their natural mind, they have been
deceved. We do nat have total control of our natural mind,; therefore, the Scripture tell s us, “walk
after the Spirit.” When wewalk after the Spirit we put the Holy Spirit in control of our natural mind.
When the Holy Spirit isin control of our natural mind,we aenat in control and reither isthe devil .
If the Holy Spirit isnot in control of our natural mind the devil isandwe dorit know it, neither do
we understandit. Don't ever think you have complete antrol of your natural mind, if you do,you
will be decaved.

In Mark 5, it tell sus abou a man who was possessed by alegion d demons. Jesus cast out
the demonsand Mark 5:15 says, “ And they cometo Jesus, and seehim that was possessed with
thedevil, and had thelegion, sitting, and clothed, and in hisright mind: and they wereafraid.”
After thedemonswere cat out, thismanwasin his“right mind.” If we study the Scripturesclosely
wewill findthat whenever apersonisnat intheir right mindthereis some sort of demonic adivity
involved. In the world, we cdl them mentally ill, retarded, insane, or having some sort of mental
disorder. In ather words, their thinking is not normal.

What doesthe Bible say concerning our natural mind? In 2 Timothy 1:7, it says, “ For God
hath not given usthe spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.” If we do
not have a“sound mind,” then we ae not normal, and ou condition is not from God. This is
evidence of some other spirit in operation. The Bible tellsusin Romans 12:2 that we aeto renew
our natural minds. That means, unless*wetake control” of our natural mind,someone dsewill . That
someonreisthe devil!

There are many condtions in the natural minds of people that did na come from God. A
“gpirit of fea,” is one of them. God does nat give His children a spirit of fea. Another oneisa
“lying spirit.” Lying spirits do nd come from God.

The sad thing is that “ Spirit-fill ed” Christians are letting other spirits have aplacein their
natural minds. Thasewho dothat are cdl ed*” children of disobedience” inEphesians2:2.Y et, God
has a better plan for His children, cdled “the perfed law of liberty,” whereby we become doers



of the Word and nd heaers only. (James 1:25).

Let uslookat some of the diff erent spiritsthat manifest in thelives of “thasewhoare God' s
Children.” In Galatians5:19-21it li stsanumber of manifestations of spiritscdled “the works of the
flesh.” It says,

Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication,

uncleanness lasciviousness

Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies,

Envyings, murders, drunkenness revellings, and such like: of the which | tell you

before, as | have also told you in time past, that they which do such things dhall not

inherit the kingdom of God.

A total of seventeen manifestations of works of the flesh arelisted here. Y et, many of these

li sted here ae not understood by Christianstoday, living in the 21% Century. The meaning of these
old English words are not clea to many today. So let us get a better understanding of what they
mean.
(1) Adultery: (spiritual and sexual). (2) fornication: (spiritual and sexua). (3) uncleanness
(impurity). (4) lasciviousness (sexua adivity, disregarding accepted rules and standards). (5)
Idolatry: (image-worship, iddls) (6) witchcraft: (medicaion, dugs, magic, sorcery (use of evil
supernatural powver over people andtheir affairs; bladk magic; or charm)). (7) hatred: (hostility; by
implicdion,areasonfor oppasition: enmity). (8) variance (aquarrel, wrangling: contention, cebate,
strife). (9) emulations. (jedousy, as of a husband, or an enemy, envy(-ing), fervent mind,
indignation). (10) wrath: (passon, fierceness indignation). (11) strife: (fadion: contention(-ious)
intrigue (to carry onaseaet love dfair--to plot or scheme seaetly or underhandedly--to excite the
interest or curiosity of) fascinate; to entangle). (12) seditions: (disunion, dssension:--division). (13)
heresies: (areligiousbelief oppased to Scriptural doctrine). (14) Envyings: (ill -will (asdetradion),
i.e. jedousy (spite)). (15 murders: (murder, be slain with, slaughter.). (16) drunkenness (an
intoxicant,(by implicaion) intoxication). (17) revelli ngs: (rioting).

Y et, these only partially sum up the works of the flesh. There still remains the spiritual
wickedness such asfalse prophedes, false operations of spiritua gifts; exalting oneself, or others,
the use of mind control, contading other spirits, communicaing with cther spirits.

All of these operate through the natural minds of people, whereas the Holy Spirit operates
throughthespirit, “from the spirit of man.” Theword of knowledge, word of wisdom, and dscerning
of spiritsdo operate “through” the natural mind, bu it’ s operation comesfrom the spirit of man, nd
from hisintelled.

How dowe know if aChristian isin their right natural mind? Mainly, they do nat induge
or get entangled in any of the works of the flesh. They trust inthe LORD and do n@ lean urto their
own understanding. AsJesus sidinJohn 812,“1 am thelight of theworld: hethat foll oweth me
shall not walk in darkness but shall havethelight of life.” Darknessis the works of the flesh,
whereas light isrighteousness Thase whofoll ow Jesuswill walk in righteousness andtheblood d
Jesus will cleansethem from al sin (1 John 17). If we walk after the Spirit, we will not fulfill the



lusts of the flesh. The works of the flesh will have no gacein ou lives.

Many Christiansdo nd understandthe diff erencebetween walking after theflesh ar after the
Spirit, therefore, the works of the flesh domanifest in their lives and they do ndhing about them.
Many of these works of the flesh manifest among groups in churches and they think nahing of it.
Evidently, they do nd understand that thase who foll ow the works of the flesh are nat in their right
natural mind. If they werein their right natural mind, keing born again Christians, they would want
to follow Jesus, like the man who had the legion of demons cast out of him. He was in his right
natural mind and wanted to be with Jesus. He wanted to follow Jesus (Mark 5:18).

When Christiansredizethat when they foll ow after theworks of theflesh they arefoll owing
another spirit; they shoud have adesire to stop, turn around,repent, and foll ow Jesus. That iswhy
we have grace to enable us to repent and foll ow Jesus. “He that lives righteousis righteous” (1
John 37).



WHO ISIN CONTROL

TheBiblesays, “ All thingsweremade by him; and without him wasnot any thing made
that was made” (John 13). This means, the LORD is the aedor of al things. It aso says,
“Therefore let all the house of Israel know asauredly, that God hath made that same Jesus,
whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ” (Acts 2:36). God made this same Jesus, bah
LORD and Christ. What doesthat mean? The name “Jesus’ pertainsto His humanity, asthe Son d
Man. Thetitle LORD pertainsto His pasitionin heavzen and oneath asthe Son d God, the aeaor
of al things. Thetitle “Christ” identifies the anointing uponHim.

As“LORD,” Godgave Jesus power and authority over all that He aeded, that includesyou
andl, for we ae dso apart of Hiscredion.Making Jesus“Christ,” meansthat God anointed “ Jesus
of Nazareth” (aMan) with the Holy Spirit and paver to dowhatsoever needed to be dore; the power
isinthe anainting. Acts 10:38 says, “ How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost
and with power: who went about doing goal, and healing dl that wereoppressed of thedevil;
for God waswith him.” A Man, ban o awoman, in His human flesh, was anointed with the Holy
Spirit and paver from God. By this anointing, He becane “the Anainted One.” Hewas nat just an
ordinary man, Hewasthe Son d God, the Savior of theworld. He canethat we might havelife and
have it more ébundantly (John 1010).

Jesus came down from heaven to dothewill of Godthe Father. Before He cane down from
heaven, born of awoman, He had already creaed al things. The Bible says, “ For by him were all
thingscreated, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visibleand invisible, whether they be
thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers:. all things were created by him, and for
him” (Col. 1:16). It says, “...all things were created by him, and for him.” If everything was
creded by Jesus and for Jesus, who are weto tell Jesus what He can or canna doin ou lives?

Who has control of our natural minds? Let us look a few examples from the gospels. In
Matthew 16:21, it tellsus; “ From that time forth began Jesusto shew unto his disciples, how
that he must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the dders and chief priests and
scribes, and bekill ed, and be raised agan thethird day.” Thisfirst time Jesustold His disciples
of Hisdeah andresurredion could have been dmost ayea or more before He died. Matthew does
not record the times Jesus went upto thefeest at Jerusalem. Y et, if wefoll ow the footsteps of Jesus,
there were anumber of times Jesus went to Jerusalem at the times of the various feasts.

A seoondtimein Matthew 17:22,23it says,

And while they abode in Galileg Jesus said unto them, The Son of man shall be
betrayed into the hands of men:

And they shall kill him, and the third day he shall be raised agan. And they were
excealing sorry.

Thiswas most likely before or at the time of the feast of Tabernades (whichisinthefall of
the yea), abou six-months before Jesus deah and resurredion. John 71,2 mentions when Jesus
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went up to the feast of Tabernades. Thiswas before Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead (John
11:43).

Again, athird timein Matthew 20:17-19 it says,

And Jesus going up to Jerusalem took thetwelve disciples apart in the way, and said
unto them,

Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man shall be betrayed unto the cief
priestsand unto the scribes, and they shall condemn him to death,

And shall deliver himtothe Gentilesto mock, and to scour ge, and to crucify him: and
thethird day he shall riseagan.

Thisthird time wmuld have been abou thetime of thefeast of dedication(John 1022), which
wasfoll owing thefeast of tabernades. Thisfeast wasin Decamber, whereasthefeast of tabernades
was in late September or ealy October (depending uponthe day of the new moon that yea).
Matthew does nat give us the dates when Jesus told His disciples these threetimes, therefore, this
third time culd aso have been after Lazarus was raised from the dead, o just before Hislast time
of going up for the feast of Pasver, abou April, when He was taken and dd de onthe Cross

Therefore, Matthew records three times Jesus oke to His disciples of His deah and
resurredion, lkefore Jesus entered Jerusalem the week of the Pasover.

Now, after Jesus died androse again from the dead, Peter and Johnran to the sepulcher, and
saw the doths lying, and the napkin that was abou His hea lying separately. Yet, they did na
believe for joy, for they were nat totally convinced that He adually rose again from the dead. We
seeevidenceof thisin Luke 24:36-43; when Jesus appeaed to them the evening of Hisresurredion.
They were draid when they saw Him. He had to show them His hands and His fed, then He had to
ed fish and horeycomb in front of them before they would believe.

Whowas in control of the disciples thinking? Why didn't they believe the first time Jesus
told them of Hisdeah andresurredion at least six-months or more before He was crucified? Jesus
kept telli ng them of His upcoming deah and resurredion, yet they did na believe Him. Who was
in control of their natural minds? The LORD or the disciples?

Now, look at the two disciples on the way to Emmus, the day of Jesus resurredion. They
walked with Jesus for hoursthat afternoon.Jesus talked with them, and at one time saying to them,

O fodls, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken:

Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into his glory? (Luke

24:25,26

Why didn't they believe it was Jesus before He broke bread with them (Luke 24:30)?
Because it tellsusin Luke 24:16,“ But their eyeswere holden that they should not know him.”

Whowas in control of their eyes and retural minds that they did na know Jesus while He
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walked with them? Were they in control ? Was the devil i n control? Or was God in control of their
natural minds? Then, who opened their eyesthat they might know Him in Luke 24:317?

What abou the disciples who saw Him ed fish and horeycomb before them that evening?
(Luke 24:40-43) What happened that they truly believed? It says, “Then opened he ther
understanding, that they might understand the scriptures’ (Luke 24:45).

Unlessthe LORD opens our understanding, wewill not understand. That means, the LORD
has more wntrol over what we think and do,than we give Him credit for. We neel to have our
natural minds opened if we aeto walk with the LORD!

How do we get our natural minds in a position where the LORD can open them to
understand? Wemust renew our natural mind ontheWord of God(Rom. 122). This shoud bedore
daily, for the devil will doall he can to stop us from receving what the LORD has for us.

Look at Jacb and Esau. Who was in control of Esau’ s life? Look what it says in Genesis
25:23;“ And theLORD said unto her, Twonationsare in thy womb, and two manner of people
shall beseparated from thy bowels; and the onepeopleshall bestronger than theother people;
and the dder shall servetheyounger.” Esau was not yet born when the LORD spoke to Rebekah,
and told her that Esau would serve Jaab. Did Esau have a ¢oice & to who he would serve, God
or the pleasures of thisworld? Yes, he did have the dhoice but he dhoseto love the world and the
things of thisworld. Was the LORD in total control of what Esau dd? No, nd redly, Esau could
have taken the time to seek the LORD while He still could be found but Esau dd nd. Esau spent
his time in the things of thisworld, h's hurting and desiring other things.

Because of this, when Esau was hurgry, he sold hisbirthright for abowl of pottage (Gen.
25:27-34). Did the LORD force Esau to sell his birthright? No, bu the LORD knew before Jaab
and Esau were born that Esau would sell hisbirthright to Jacob. The LORD will nat go against our
freewill to choose whatsoever we desire to do. Esau chose to sell his birthright and the LORD
honaed Esau’ s dedsion.

Let’slookat Job.Keguingin mind,thisisthe LORD’ Scredion,Heisthe potter andwe ae
the clay (Rom. 9:20,27). Who made the dedsion that Job's children and passessons would be
destroyed, and Jobwould beleft with oy hiswife andafew friends? Wasit Job? Wasit the devil ?
Or, was it the LORD? In Job, Chapter One, it shows us that Job was areligious person, “ that sent
andsanctified hischildren, androseupearlyinthemorning, and dfered burnt offeringsaccording
to the number of themall: this he did continudly” (Job 15). Thenit says, “ And the LORD said
unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that thereis none like him in the erth, a
perfed and an upright man, onethat feareth God, and escheweth evil ?” (Job. 18).

What did Job haveto dowith the mnwversationthe LORD had with Satan? Not athing. Job
didn't even know the LORD was talking to Satan about him.
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Then camethedestruction d Job' schildrenand hispassessons. Who destroyed thesethings,
Job, the devil, or the LORD? Did Job say the devil could go ahead and destroy them? What abou
Job's hedth. In Job, Chapter Two; who dedded the devil could “ smite Jobwith sore bail sfromthe
sole of hisfoot unto his crown” ? What did Job have to say abou what the devil did?

What abou King Ahab in 1Kings, Chapter 22? Ahab was a decendant of Abraham, Isaag
and Jaaob. Hewas nat of Ishmad, who was of the flesh, bu of Isaag whowas the son d promise.

King Jehoshaphat came down to King Ahab. Ahab said, “ Know yethat Ramoth in Gilead
isours, and we be still, and take it not out of the hand of the king of Syria?” (1 Kings 22:3).
Then King Ahab asked King Jehoshaphet if he would go with him into bettle to take Ramothgil ead.
Jehoshaphat agreed to go with him into bettle. Then Ahab cdled his prophets to inquire of them if
he shoud go to hettle. They said to go...

Then Jehoshaphat said to Ahab, “Is there not here a prophet of the LORD besides, that
we might enquire of him?” (1 Kings 22:7). Verse 8 says, “ And the king of Israel (Ahab) said
unto Jehoshaphat, Thereisyet one man, Micaiah the son of Imlah, by whom we may enquire
of the LORD: but | hate him; for he doth not prophesy goad conceming me, but evil. And
Jehoshaphat said, Let not theking say so.”

When Micaah came, he prophesied, saying,

Hear thou therefore theword of theL ORD: | saw theL ORD sitting on histhrone, and
all the host of heaven standing by him on hisright hand and on his|left.

And the LORD said, Who shall persuade Ahab, that he may go up and fall at
Ramothgilead? And one said on this manner, and another said on that manner.

And there ameforth a spirit, and stood before the LORD, and said, | will persuade
him.

And the LORD said unto him, Wherewith? And he said, | will goforth, and | will be
alying spirit in the mouth of all hisprophets. And he said, Thou shalt persuade him,
and prevail also: goforth, and do so.

Now therefore, behold, the LORD hath put alying spirit in the mouth of all these thy
prophets, and the LORD hath spoken evil conceming thee

Now, whowasin control of thethowghts of Ahab’ s prophets? Whowasin control of Ahab’s
thoughts? If youread on,Ahab ded in the battle & Ramothgil ead (1 Kings 22:37). Why did Ahab
die in battle? Did Ahab knaw that he was going contrary to the will of God? Why didn't Ahab
change his mind and nd go to battle & Ramothgil ead?

The Scripture shows Ahab didn't havetota control of everything hedid. King Ahab seaned
to think he was able to decave the enemy by having Jehoshaphat go into bettlein hiskingly robes,
but he did na ware his kingly robs. Ahab thought he would na be spotted by the enemy, bu the
LORD canna be deceved. The LORD said, Ahab would dein bettle and he did.
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What abou Judas Iscaiot, was hein control of histhoughts. Was hein hisright mind at all
times? What happened in John 13271t says, “ And supper being ended, thedevil having now put
into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's N, to betray him.”

Where did those thouwghts come from? Who pu them in Judas’ heat? Could Judas have
prevented the devil from putting those thoughts in his heat? Remember what James tell s us?
“Submit yourselvestherefore to God. Resist the devil, and hewill fleefrom you” (James4:7).

Who's resporsibility is it to dothe submitting unto God, the LORD’ S or the person who
recavesthethoughts? Do Christiansthink they havetotal control of what they do? Just becaise we
are Christians, that doesn’t mean we aitomaticdly have total control of our thoughts?

The LORD can only be in control if we submit to His Word. We must put the LORD in
control ourselves. Paul was writing to Christians when he wrote, “Be not deceved; God is not
mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall healso reap” (Gal. 6:7).

Somewhere along the line Christians $ioud get into the Word of God andfind ou whois
in control of their lives and why? Are they in control? Is the LORD in control? Or, isthe devil in
control? Who is putting who in control? Who makes the dedsions in ou lives as to who isin
control? Do we make the end dedsion a doesthe LORD or the devil make the end dedsion?

Who deddesif apersonwill cometo the LORD? The Bible says, “And the Spirit and the
bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And
whosoever will, let him takethewater of lifefreely” (Rev. 2217). It says, “And whosoever will
let him takethewater of lifefreely.” Doesthat mean the LORD isin control of the dedsionswe
make? Does that mean the devil i sin control of the dedsionswe make? Or, deesthat mean “we ae
incontrol” of thededsionwe make? Jesus saidin John 644,“ No man can cometo me, except the
Father which hath sent me draw him: and | will raise him up at the last day.”If we read
caefully what Jesus said, the personwho God draws dill hasto makethe deasion,they must come
to Him. God daes nat force anyone to come to Jesus.

The dedsion Esau madeto sell hishirthright was“hisdeasion.” Hedidit, the LORD didn't
doit, thedevil didn't doit, “Esau ddit.” Who opened thedoa for Satanto sted and destroy in Job's
life, the LORD, the devil, or Job? Study the book d Job red closely, and you will find that Job
opened the doa for the devil in hisown life.

Now, thequestionis, did Easu have “total” control over hislife? Did Job have “total” control
over hislife? Did Ahab have “total” control over hislife?

Do you think you have “total” control over your life? If you do,you have made “a big
mistake,” you have been deceved. Thereisnoway that the day has any power over the paotter. The
creaed doesnot have power over the Creaor. The LORD isLORD, andthereisnonethat has power
over the LORD: nat the devil and nd you a |. Yet, we can have control if we will, * Submit
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your selves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will fleefrom you” (James 4:7).

The devil haspower andanyonewhothinks he doesn’t hasaready been deceved. Thedevil
has them right were he wants them. Therefore, when they give him placein their lives, al he hasto
doisleal them onto destruction.

Until we lean from the Scriptures that our thoughts are nat the LORD’ S thoughts and our
ways are not the LORD’ S ways we will be deceved. It tellsusin Isaiah 558,9,

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the

LORD.

For asthe heavens are higher than the erth, so are my ways higher than your ways,
and my thoughtsthan your thoughts.

Itisvery plain andclea that we must dosomething abou our thoughts. Proverbs 14:12 says,
“Thereisaway which seemeth right unto aman, but the end thereof are the ways of death.”
It doesn’'t make any difference how right it seems to us, unessit is in total agreanent with the
written Word of God, it isnat right. If our deasions are nat based uponthe written Word of God,
then our deasionsare WRONG; nomatter how right it seemsto us. Heisthe potter, we aethe day...
Heisright andwe aenat right unlesswe agreetotall y and completely with thewritten Word of God.
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HOW TO PUT
THE LORD IN CONTROL

InJohn 11it says, “1n the beginning was the Word, and the Word waswith God, and
the Word was God.” Until we dedde that Jesus “isthe Word” andwe put Jesus in control we will
be deceved. Y oucanna go contrary to the Word of Godand still walk with Jesus. It isnot passble,
and anyone who thinks they can are decaved.

Now, we know from the Scripturesthat Godisfor usand nd against us(Rom. 8:31). If God
is for us, then why shoudn't we be for God. If God daes everything for us, why don't we do
everything for Him? Colossans 3:23 says, “ And whatsoever yedo, doit heartily, astotheL ord,
and not unto men.” Why dowewant to please men and nd the LORD?Why isn’'t the LORD more
important then people? Why not put the LORD in control, aslong aswe caina be “intotal control”
ourselves?

If wewant the LORD intotal control wewill haveto dosomething about our natural minds,
“our thoughts.” That isthe only way we will be aleto pu the LORD in control. The Bibletellsus
what to doand how to doit, to pu the LORD in control. James 4:7 says, “ Submit your selves
therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will fleefrom you.” The devil wants control and the
LORD wants control. Theonly way the LORD can bein control isif wefirst submit ourselvesunto
God.

The best way to start isto start ead day, thanking and praising the LORD for al He has
dore, andisdoingin ou lives. We shoud forever be thankful to the LORD for what He has dore
inour lives. We shoud awaysgiveHim the praise andglory for all Hehasdorein our lives... Then,
weshoudtake control of our thowghtsacardingto 2Corinthians10:5. Weshoud renew our natural
mind uponthe Word of God acaording to Romans 12:2.

Then, we can apply Phili ppians 4.:4-9, which says,

Regoicein theLord alway: and agan | say, Regjoice

L et your moderation be known unto al men. TheLord isat hand.

Becareful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving
let your requests be made known unto God.

And the peace of God, which passth all understanding, shall keeg your hearts and
mindsthrough Christ Jesus.

Finally, brethren, whatsoever thingsare true, whatsoever thingsare honest, whatsoever
things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever
things are of goad report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on
these things.

Thosethings, which yehaveboth learned, and receved, and heard, and seen in me, do:
and the God of peaceshall bewith you.
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We nedal the peaceof Godin ou heatsand ou natural minds at all times, day and nght. It
isthe peaceof Godthat will bring usthrough every trial and every temptation that comes before us.
In Isaiah 263 it says, “ Thou wilt keg him in perfed peace whose mind is dayed on thee
beause hetrusteth in thee” We ae promised “perfed peace’ but there is a condtion attached
to this promise... We must kegp ou natural mind stayed uponthe LORD, and we must trust in the
LORD...

If welet our natural minds be controlled by theworksof theflesh (Gal. 5:19-21), wewill not
have peacen ou spirit. If we do nd have peacen ou spirit, wewill nat have peacan ou natural
mind. God works from our spirit, and what we permit God to doin ou spirit, and what we permit
Godto doin ou natural mindwill determineif we aeto walk after the Spirit or after the flesh... If
wewant to inherit the kingdom of God (reign of Godin ou lives), we must have peacan ou spirit.
Romans 14:17 says, “ For the kingdom of God is hot meat and drink; but righteousness and
peace and joyintheHoly Ghost.” Thispeaceonly comesfrom the Holy Spirit, Who dwvellsinthe
spirits of al who are baptized in the Holy Spirit. We enter into the kingdom of God by drawing all
our strength from God within ou spirit. The fulnessof the Godhead dwell sin ou spirit.

Everythingwe need from Godiswithin us, “within ou spirit.” Thekingdom of Godiswithin
us... It isfrom within “our spirit” that God controls everything in ou lives. But we must put Godin
control; otherwise we will end upwalking after the flesh; whichis contrary to the will of God (Gal.
5:17).

Onceapersonisborn again o the Word and the Spirit, the battle goes into full force, the
flesh against the Spirit and the Spirit against the flesh; therefore, Galatians 5:16,17says,

This | say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.

For theflesh lusteth aganst the Spirit, and the Spirit aganst the flesh: and these are

contrary the oneto the other: so that ye annot do the things that ye would.

If we aeto walk after the Spirit, we caana do ou own will. We caana do what we want

to do.We must renew our natural minds uponthe Word and walk after the Spirit and nat after the
flesh...
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THE BATTLE

Satan knowsthe natural maniscontroll ed by hisnatural mind. Therefore, any way that Satan
can get control of the natural mind d man, it gives him the aility to control what man dces. In the
garden of Eden Satan used the serpent to talk to Eve.

Eve, being a natural person, operated from her natural mind, considering the thoughts that
cameto her mind. All the serpent had to dowas ek words that would cause Eve to questionthe
Word of God.Onceshe questioned the Word of God Satan was able to change her thinking to agree
with his deception. When Eve dhanged her thinking to agreewith the serpent, Satan had her in his
control and shewas decaved. Being decaved, she disobeyed the Word of the LORD and dd ed of
the treeof knowledge of goodand evil.

Eve, being deceved, and giving placefor the devil, talked to Adam, and Adam sinned; he
ate dso of the treeof knowledge of goodand evil. The LORD said to Adam, “ Because thou hast
hearkened unto the voiceof thy wife, and hast eaten of thetree, of which | commanded theg
saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed isthe ground for thy sake; in sorr ow shalt thou eat of
it all thedays of thy life” (Gen. 317).

Satan hasnot changed, heis gill t hesamedevil hewasat thetime of Adam andEve. Hedoes
everything he can to get thowghtsinto the natural minds of Spirit-fill ed Christians as well as others
to dowhatsoever he wantsthem to do.Hewill i njed thouwghtsin ou natural minds“diredly,” or by
having someone dse spedk wordsto us, to get usto go against the written Word of God. Satan will
giveusvisions, dreans, or thoughtswith no ore dse aound.Thesethoughts; if they are not brought
into subjedion to the Word of God will have some dfed uponwhat we do. Then, Satan will aso
use others, even Spirit-fill ed Christians, to speak wordsto usto get usto go contrary to the leading
of the Holy Spirit within us. Whatever Satan can do, e will do.

Poor teading within the body of Christ today hasled usinto the endtimesthat Jesus goke
of in Matthew 24. Many Christians are going around saying they are anointed, and they have a
message from the LORD for thebody of Christ. Some of them are anointed, and some of them have
amessagefor thebody of Christ. But there ae many morefalse operationswithin the body of Christ
thanthere aetrue anointings. There aemorefalse prophetswith grea signsandwondersthan there
are true prophets with gred signs and wonders.

For the most part, the deception within the body of Christ today is 9 grea that very few
tead that Christians“are not told” to “judge dter the flesh,” or “according to the flesh”. Thisisthe
way the Jews judged acarding to thelaw. In John 85-11 Jesus taught how to judge anather, by the
Spirit, na by the natural mind d the flesh. In John 815,16,Jesus sid,

Y ejudge after theflesh; | judge no man.

And yet if | judge, my judgment istrue: for | am not alone, but | and the Father that

sent me.
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Every judgement we make shoud be in agreanent with the New Covenant, the Word, the
Spirit, andthe Blood (1 John 58). Jesusfirst, passed judgement uponthe scribes and Pharisees that
brought the woman to Him. Then He dso passed judgement uponthe woman acerding to the New
Covenant, saying, “Neither do | condemn thee go, and sin no more” (John 811).

Judging after theflesh or judging acarding to the flesh is* operating from our natural mind,
acwordingtowhat yousee hea, fed, smell, touch, o taste.” If we make dedsions, based uponwhat
natural peoplebasetheir dedsionsuponwe missGod*totally andcompletely.” When we missGod,
we greewith the devil ...

God operates from our spirit, na our natural mind. In Job 328, the prophet Eli hu spoke by
the spirit of God saying, “thereisa spirit in man: and the inspiration of the Almighty giveth
them understanding.” We recave wisdom, knowledge, and unabrstanding from God “from our
spirit.” Thiswisdom, knowledge, and unarstanding comes by way of “inspirationfrom God.” Our
spirit isthe cande of the LORD. Proverbs 20:27 tell s us, “ The spirit of man isthe andle of the
LORD, searching dl theinward partsof the belly.” For Christians, the anointing of the LORD
abides within us, in ou spirit (1 John 227). Out of our belly flows the rivers of living water (the
Word of God), by the anainting within us. In John 738, Jesus sid, “Hethat believeth on me, as
the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.” The gostle John
explained what Jesus wastalking abou in the next verse, saying, “ (But this akeheof the Spirit,
which they that believe on him should recave: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given; because
that Jesuswas not yet glorified.)”

How can two walk together |est they agree(Amos 3:3). Theonly way we can agreewith God
is to live, move, and have our being “in Christ.” “In Christ” means “in the anointing, by the
anointing, andthough the anainting.” Now the anointing abidesin us! Thekingdom of Godiswithin
us. It isfrom our spirit that we hea from God nd from our natural mind, nd from what others sy,
saying they head from God.No, Godisin ou spirit, the fullnessof God dvellsin us(Col. 229,10.
The purposeis, that God can be in control of our lives “totaly and completely.” Not, by someone
saying “God told meto tell you......” Godisin us, so He can tell us persondly, Himself, and we
don’'t need someone dse to tell youwhat God hesto say to us.... In 1John 227, it says, “ But the
anointing which ye have receved of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach
you: but asthe same anointing teacheth you of all things, and istruth, and isnolie, and even
asit hath taught you, ye shall abidein him.” Thisdoes nat eliminate the five-fold ministry gifts
(Eph. 4:11). But, it does take the placeof al this “false, personal prophegy” that goes aroundthe
body of Christ. God wants His Children to qut going aroundto ather Christians, who say they are
anointed, to find ou what God wantsthem to do.If you reed aWord from God, youwill get it from
God yoursdlf, personally, from within your spirit where God dvellsin His fulness

The devil isaliar, and he uses Spirit-fill ed Christians to do hstalking, his decaving, his
dirty work. Spirit-fill ed Christians are Satan’s best tods, the ones he can use the best to decave
others within the body of Christ. It’stime Christiansleaned how to hea from God for themselves
from within their spirit, where God dwvell s in His fulness(Col. 29,10.
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The Spirit of Godis cdled “the Spirit of peace’ If we ae led by the Spirit of God we will
beled in peace na presaure, na condemnation, nd anything other than peace If we do nd have
peacethen we didn't hea from God....Romans 14:17 tell s us, the kingdom of Godis“peaceand
joyin theHoly Spirit.” If we do nd have that peace ad joy, then Godisnat in onwhat we ae
doing; “it’stime to make a tiange”.... Go to Phili ppians 4:6-8, Which says,

Becareful for nothing; but in every thingby prayer and suppli cation with thanksgiving

let your requests be made known unto God.

And the peace of God, which passth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and

mindsthrough Christ Jesus.

Finally, brethren, whatsoever thingsare true, whatsoever thingsare honest, whatsoever

things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever

things are of goad report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on
thesethings.

Which one, the kingdom of God a the kingdom of thisworld? The flesh o the Spirit? The
inward man o the outward man? The Word o God a the words of men? These ae dl contrary to
eadt ather. They are ather of the flesh, a they are of the Holy Spirit, which ore will we foll ow?

To walk after the Spirit we must live and move acording to the Word of God. Jesus, isthe
Credor. Jesusisthe Word of God. When we ae born again of the Word and the Spirit, we aein
Him andHeisin us, we ae One Spirit with the LORD! If we aewhotheWord of God sayswe ae,
then we shoud walk acaording to the Word of God and nd acarding to the flesh.

The old man o the flesh walks after the flesh. The outward man lives acording to the
outward things of thisworld. Theinward man lives acarding to the heavenly things, “the things of
God, the Word o God, led by the Spirit of God”

If we aeled by the Spirit of God, then we ae nat led by the natural mind, instead, we ae
led by the mind d Christ in ou inward man. The outward man perishes while the inward man is
renewed day by day (2 Cor. 4:16). The Spirit of Godisworkingin us, bah towill andto do d His
good peasure (Phil. 2:13).

Unlesswe deny the outward man and live acording to the inward man, led by the Spirit of
God, we will be deceved. But if we live by the inward man, in agreament with the Word o God,
led by the Holy Spirit, wewill li veforever. Theinward manisnot controll ed by outward things, na
by the things of thisworld, but by heavenly things, by the Holy Spirit. Therefore, the Kingdom of
Godwithin usis peace adjoy in the Holy Spirit (Rom. 1417).

This peace adjoy does not come by having the things of thisworld, bu rather by praising
and worshiping God in the Spirit. We live in the Spirit, walk in the Spirit, move in the Spirit, and
the Word of God manifestsin ou flesh. We do nd seek the things of thisworld, we seek to dothe
will of God.We do nd seek to please men, bu we seek to pease God.
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Thereisan ouward man o the flesh, and there is an inward man of the Spirit. Theinward
man of the Spirit isborn again of the Spirit and is one Spirit with the LORD. We must, therefore,
renew our natural mindto know the things which are of God and the things which are of the flesh.

Satan decaves Spirit-fill ed Christians by getting them to operate from their natural mindin
spiritual operations. Thereby, they are still walking after the flesh contrary to being led by the Holy
Spirit. They aredoing the will of theflesh and nd thewill of God. They are spiritual, dang spiritual
things, manifesting grea signs and wonders, but from the wrong spirits not the Holy Spirit. Those
who dothesethings are more cncerned abou the things of thisworld then they are dou thethings
of God. They bring into their operations all sorts of ways to satisfy the flesh and the desire for the
things of thisworld saying isit of God. They even say, “you do no have the things of this world
becaiseyou do nd ask for them”! Then they misquae what James said, “y et ye havenot, because
yeask not” (James4:2b). They leareout therest of what James saidin versethree thereby, making
the Word of God d nore-effed by “their interpretations’ to gain “their worldly things,” implying
that God desires for them to have these things. Look what Jesus said,

Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? o, What shall we drink? or,

Wherewithal shall we be dothed?

(For after all thesethingsdothe Gentiles s&k:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that

ye have ned of all thesethings.

But seek yefirst thekingdom of God, and hisrighteousness and all thesethings sall

be added unto you (Matt. 6:31-33).

If we aenaot even to think abou thosethings, “whichweknow we have nead of” why shoud
we ask for worldly things? If God is going to add the things we have nead of when we seek the
kingdom of God,why dowe haveto concern ouselvesabou worldly things, money, cars, beautiful
homes, etc.? If God is going to supfy them, why do Christians use worldly programs and all sorts
of gimmicksand deceptionto get them?Many areteading Christianscontrary to 1John 215,16and
saying there is nothing wrong with desiring these things.

Isn’t God able to dowhat He said He will do? Do we haveto help Godin the natural to do
what He said He would dowithout our help? Can we walk after the flesh and after the Spirit at the
sametime?No, the Scripture says, theflesh andthe Spirit are wntrary to eat ather (Gal. 5:17). God
will take cae of the flesh if we walk after the Spirit. If we speak the Word of God ower the
circumstances the drcumstances will change, na by our power but by the Word of God that lives
and moves by the Spirit of Godwithin us. Wewill aways have peace adjoy in ou Spirit when we
walk after the Spirit and nd after the flesh.
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YOU

HAVE THE MIND OF CHRIST

TheWord of Godsaysin 1Corinthians2:16b,". . . wehavethemind of Christ.” TheWord
of Godistrue, therefore, if youareborn again and baptized in the Holy Spirit, “YOU havethemind
of Christ.” That means we have the adility to knaw things and operated from a mind that never
makesamistake. Jesus never made amistake. Everything Hedid was 100% acairatein what Hedid
and hav He did it. He never fail ed in anything He did.

That iswhat shoud be happeninginthelivesof Christianswho havethemind o Christ. We
shoud nat be making any mistakes. We shoud never missthe mark. Everything we do shoud be
in agreement with the Word of God. Whatsoever we say, so shall it be!

Y et, we seethat many Christians are missng it over and ower again. Does that mean these
donit havethemind d Christ. NO, That meansthey are nat using themind d Christ that they have
in their spirit. The mind of Christ is not the same & our natural mind. Our natural mind operates
from our soul, acording to ou intelled. The mind o Christ operates from our spirit acerding to
the Spirit of God within us.

It isthe Spirit of Godwithin usthat gives usthe understanding and the ability to operate by
the mind d Christ. Paul wrote in Phili ppians 2:5 “L et this mind be in you, which was also in
Christ Jesus.” Themind d Christ wasin Jesus. Now, Paul wrote, “L et thismind bein you. . .”
It’s the same mind that was in Jesus, empowered by the Holy Spirit. It’ s the anointing that causes
the mind d Christ to operate.

Y es, we have the mind d Christ. That is, if we have the Holy Spirit, Whoisthe anointing.
And, being that we havethe Holy Spirit, we dso havethemind d Christ. But, Paul wrote, “ L et this
mind. . ."That means, we have a ¢©ioice We can let the Holy Spirit work in ou lives by the
anointing, that the mind d Christ can make the dedsions we need made, or we can make dedsions
with our natural mind o the flesh without the help of the Holy Spirit. “Let” means, it’supto usif
we will operate by the mind d Christ or by our natural mind o the flesh.

Many Spirit-filled Christians are not “Letting the mind o Christ operate.” They are still
operating from their natural mind. They make many mistakes, and wonder why things dor't work
out right for them. Y et, the Scripture dedaresin Romans 8:28,". . weknow that all thingswor k
together for goad to them that love God, to them who are the lled according to his
purpose.” If al thingsdowork together for our good,then why arethings happening that dor t seem
to befor our good? Espedally, when the Word of God promises us they shoud be for us.

There’ ssomething wrongwhen Christianshavefinancia problems. How can Christianshave
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financial problemswhenall thingsareworkingtogether for their good? Does Godwant His Chil dren
livingin powerty? It doesn’t say that in the Bible. Does God want His Chil dren living with sickness
and dseaseintheir bodes? It doesn't say that in the Bible.

What’ swrong when Christianshavefinancia problems?What’ swrongwhen Christianshave
sicknessand dseaseintheir bodes? Their problem is, they are nat making use of themind d Christ
that isin their spirit. They are still operating from their natural mind d the flesh.

We must learn how to operate from the mind d Christ, whichisin ou spirit. It's the mind
of Christ, where dl wisdom, knowledge, and unarstanding come from. As we shift over into the
mind of Christ, we make sound aéasions. Our judgements are dea and withou error. Everything
we dofrom themind d Christ workstogether for our good,aswell asthe good d othersinthebody
of Christ. The deasions we neead to make ae made with predsion and acaracy. Every detail is
predse and we never make mistakes when operating from the mind d Christ.

When the Word of God cdls it “the mind of Christ,” it is sying it is the mind d “the
anointed One.” The anointed Oneisthe Son d God,the Credor of all things. HeisLORD over this
credion.Heknows every detail of everything thing that wasandisandisto come. Thereisnothing
hid from Him. Nothing happens withou His knowledge. Heis God!

Themind of Christ operates by the power of the Holy Spirit. He is the anainting that God
anointed the Son d God with (Acts 10:38). Withou the anointing, Jesus would na be Christ.
Withou the anainting, there would na be any sons of God (Rom. 8:14).

It isthe sons of God that are led by the Spirit of God. When the Spirit of Godisleading us
in making our dedsions He never makes a mistake. His lealing is accurate and predse. He never
misseseven ore, one-hundedth of onepercent. Every detail i sacarate, just like everything elseGod
has creaed. God rever makes a mistake.

Now, we have the mind of Christ. All we neal to doislean haw to tap into the mind o
Christ andfindthe answersto every question,every problem, every circumstancein ou lives. When
werecevefrom themind d Christ within usweflow with God.Godthe Holy Spirit worksout every
detail for us, with predsion and acairagy.

Y et, we shoud na let ourselves get so spiritual that we think God orly gives us answersin
regardsto thosethings pertaining to ministry work. No. Godisfor us, na against us. The Holy Spirit
gives us answers, and guidancein every areaof our lives. He works from within ou spirit, leading
us, guiding us, helping us, etc. Heisfor usin every areaof our lives. If we follow His guiding and
leading we will not make mistakes. He knows the past, the present, and the future. He knows
everything thereisto know abou every thing that anyone needs to know.

| could give hundeds of examples of timeswhen the Holy Spirit guided me and helped me
inmy everyday life. Thingsthat wewould na consider as having anything to dowith ministry work.
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Oneexample: Therewasatimewhen | wasinthetelevisonrepair business | had thisfamily
where the father and the mother were both ded. The dildren could hea, bu neither of the parents
could hea. Thefather come over to my shop ore Saturday afternoon.He wrote on apieceof paper
for me that he needed me to come to his house that afternoon.

They had a cgtionmadine conrededtotheir video taperecrder. When they werewatching
the televisonwhil erecording, the words would appea onthe screen asthe peopletalked. Whatever
was said, would appea, written onthe bottom of the screen so they could read it (being they could
not hea).

When they werereoording, thewordswerethere. But, when they played the video tape bad,
the words were not there. Now, the company that sold them the equipment also conneded it up for
them, then left. But, it didn't work after they left. Evidently, they did nat chedk to seeif it worked

properly.

This was Saturday afternoon.The company that conreded it up ddn’'t work on Saturday
afternoors. Therefore, the father came to me. | went over to his house that afternoon.| cheded
everything | could. | did everything my natural mind could think of. Yet, it still didn't work. It was
getting late and | needed to get it working so | could leave.

After quite some time, | stopped trying and asked the LORD to help. | said something like
this, “LORD, You knov what iswrong, | don't know. | thank Y ou LORD for showing me what it
is.” Themind d Christ opened upto me andas| looked at the bad of the madiinel noticed that two
wires were reversed. The one cming into the unit and the one going out of the unit were reversed.
Y et, they were dose enough together that thesignal could crossover during therecording andappea
onthetelevision. But the cagtionsigna did na get into the video recorder, therefore it didn't get
recorded onthe video tape.

Themind d Christ inyou knowvsall the answers. It supto youif youwill tap into the mind
of Christ and recave the wisdom, knowledge, and undrstanding of Christ. It doesn’t make any
differenceif it hasto dowith your every day lifeor your ministry work. Godwantsto work all things
together for your good (that includes those things in your everyday life).

The fulnessof the Godhead dwellsinyou (Col. 29,10. Whatever you have neal of, Godis

inyouto suppy al your needs. Themind o Christ givesuswisdom, knowledge, and undrstanding
of whatsoever we have neal dof.
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DECEPTION

Galatians 6:7 says, “ Benot deceved; God isnot mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth,
that shall healsoreap.” It'swhenwe “walk after theflesh” that we become deceved. Godisnever
deceved.

TheWord o Godisherefor OUR GOOD. God daesn’t need His Word written in the Bible
for Him to go by. He had it written for usto go by, that we would na be deceved. When we refuse
to abide by the guidelines of His Written Word we becme decaved. Sometimes we could cdl
God sWord “commandments,” other timeswe could cdl HisWord “laws.” No matter what we cdl
them, they are written for OUR GOOD.

When Christians do nd reaognize the value of God s Word in their lives, andlive the way
the world lives, they are “walking after the flesh” and nd after the Spirit. The lusts of the flesh are
contrary to the leading of the Holy Spirit, and Christians who foll ow the lusts of the flesh will be
decaved. One aea of decetion Christians get themselves into is in the aea of partnership,
companionship, and marriage.

Christiansgo into partnership in businessdedswith ather Christianswhoarenaot led by the
Holy Spirit. The devil enticesthem with some grea money-making ideathat ssenstoogoodto pass
up.They overlookthefad that the ded isalittl e shady andthey go for it. Soonthe government looks
into the ded and they end upin the @urt system for their eagernessto make a lot of money ona
shady ded. Had they li stened to their spirit, for peacan their spirit they would have known the ded
was not pleasing to God. If it isnot pleasing to God it shoud na be pleasing to Christians either.

There ae many Christianstoday who have been decaved in companionship, partnerships,
andmarriagesasaresult of “walking after theflesh” and nd foll owing theleading of theHoly Spirit.
Churches are not teading the truth in this area and many are being deceved. The reason for the
floodin Genesis, Chapter Six, isbecausethosewhowereled by the Holy Spirit “at that time” (cdl ed
the sons of God), stopped listening to the Holy Spirit and went and chase for themselves wives of
who they chose (women whowere not led by the Spirit of God, cal ed daughters of men). They did
not seek the leading of the Holy Spirit in their choice of who they shoud marry.

Today, thisisthenormal way Christianschoosetheir wivesand hisbands. They do nd seek
the leading of the Holy Spirit, but rather chocse for themselves who they desire. Their choiceis
based upon“the flesh,” the natural means of what they see hea, fed, etc. “T hey have eys and
cannd see theyhave ars andcannd hear” asthe Old Testament prophets would say. The Holy
Spirit is within them, bu they do nd wait uponthe LORD before they dedde who they will get
involved with. They jump first, then look | ater, so to say.

It's easy to be decaved if we ae not seeking the leading of the Holy Spirit “ at all times.”
At first, it seemsthe Holy Spirit isworking, and He very well could be. There aewaysto knaw if
the Holy Spirit isat work in ou livesinvalving other people.
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One of the most important signs of the working of the Holy Spirit is“peacen your spirit.”
If you do nd have peacein your spirit, then it’s time to chedk with the Holy Spirit in prayer and
spending time done with God to find ou why?

Anocther way to reaognize the working of the Holy Spirit between two or more individuals
is “they always agree” Ead individua will receve the same thouwght, many times, at the same
predse moment. God always gives everyone involved the same idea and many times, “at the same
time.” But, did you knav? The devil triesto dupicae God, and makeit seam like it is God, when
it’ s the devil!

It'seasy to missGod, even though Heisright downinside of us, “ workingto will andto do
His good peasure” (Phil. 2213). “ Godisfor us, and nd aganst us,” andwe still mi ssGod (Rom.
8:31). Whenit comesto two individual people, possbly getting married someday; there ae cetain
things abou the way God works that is diff erent than the way the world works. “T he Sprit if God
iscontrary to theworld” (Gal. 5:17). In Genesis 2:24it is mentioned that “ two shall beone.” That
means, na threeor four or more, but only two, “one male and orefemale.” If aChristian is dating
more than ore person of the oppasite sex with the intention d finding someone to marry; they are
walking in the flesh and“Godis nat in onit.”

God does nat have any alternate plans. Everything God deesis exad and predse. There ae
no aternatives with God.

It' stimetowakeup,Christians! God knavsthefutureof every individual. Hewould na lead
usinto deception, na would He want us to waste our time with the wrong person.

Our timeisvaluableto God hereoneath. We have ajobto do,and Godwantsusabou His
business Now, Godisnat against marriage, Heinstitutedit. Heisnot against two individual sgetting
to know eat ather before marriage. But He does know the future, and He would na suggest going
contrary to His Word or divine purpose.

When ore personis interested in two o more other individual people and dbesn’t know
which oreto chocse, Godisnat in onit. Had they listened to God in their spirit they would knowv
which ore, to say the lesst.

When Christians by-passGodto findamate in thislife, they are going to the devil s g/stem
tofindGod...It don't work, thedevil i snat interested in hel ping Christians have agoodrelationship
and marriage with ather Christians. His operationis for the oppasite purpose. He is out to destroy
marriages and rel ationships.

Some Christians, “walking in the flesh,” think they can set their own rules for marriage
before they marry. They think they can change the other persons mind, and control what the other
person does or will do after they are married. Thisis all flesh, to say the least. Y ou canna change
another person, na can youchangetheir mind oncertain subjeds. Agreaments before marriage that
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do nd agreewith the Word of God will fail to say the least.

Christians do nd have total control over their thoughts, their ways, and their adions. They
think they have, bu we ather agreewith God and His Written Word, a we become “children of
disobediencée’ (Eph. 22). Children of disobedience areewith the prince of the powers of the ar,
(demonic forces that control those who walk after the flesh). When Christians walk after the flesh
(operating from their natural mind), they are walking acwrding to the demonic forces of the ar.
They are disobedient to God and Satan becomes their master.

It's difficult enough for the Holy Spirit to work with Christians who are drealy married
before they come to the LORD, withou Christians making it more difficult by using the worlds
system to find a mate.

Within marriages, Satan works through the natural minds of individuals. Women, who do
not want to submit to their husbands, find all kinds of waysto say the Word of Godisnat right in
regards to submisgonto the husband. When they dothat, they are siding with the devil and heisin
control of their natural mind. Submissonto the husbandis God sWord, and God will badk upHis
Word 100% for those who will submit (acarding to His Word). It's when they want to change
God s Word to suit their plans and their ideas that they give placefor the devil.

Thisis not only true for women na wanting to submit to their husbands, it is also true for
husbandswhowant to daminatetheir wives. Husbandswhothink they are dwaysright and havethe
right to control their wives and make slaves out of them are walking in the flesh (acording to their
natural mind), and giving placefor the devil .

Everyone must submit to the LORD first, then to the Holy Spirit within them (by this, they
haveaccessto themind d Christ, which iswithin them). Then they must alwaysverify their adions
by the written Word of God in agreement from Genesis through Revelation. NOT their own “one
verse interpretations.” Not the interpretations of other individuals who cdl themselves ministers,
apostles, prophets, teaters, or pastors. God daes not set His dandards acwrding to individual
interpretations of HisWord. God s Word is aways verified by awitnessof the Holy Spirit within
every individual involved. Where thereisnowitness Godis not working to say the least. In 1John
5:8, it says, “ And there are threethat bear witnessin earth, the Spirit, and thewater (Word),
and the blood: and these three agree in one.” The word “water” is symbalic of “the Word of
God.” Thesethree dways agree.. They never disagree.. In 1John 59, it starts off saying, “If we
recavethewitnessof men, the witnessof God isgreater...”

In the Old Covenant, they receved the witness of men, “in the mouths of two or three
witnesses...” Thisis Old Covenant. Thisisnot New Covenant. The New Covenant is “the witness
of God isgreater.” Thewitnessof “ the Holy Sprit, theWord of God andthe Blood d Jesus’ isfor
the New Covenant. Not, the witnessof men!

Satan has caried this Old Covenant “witness of two people” over into the churches to
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deceave and destroy within the body of Christ. Many Christians have been decaved by the witness
of two o more people cdli ng themselves ministers, apostles, prophets, evangelists, teaders, or
pastors. Espedally those cdli ng themselves prophetsin theselast days. If you canna verify it with
the written Word of God “according to the New Covenant, it most likely isnat from God”

The New Covenant and the Old Covenant are not the same. In the Old Covenant, God' s
chosen people walked after the flesh... They had no dher way to walk, they were in the flesh.
Christiansin the New Covenant “are not in the flesh but in the Spirit” (Rom. 8.9). If wewalk after
the flesh we beacome enemies of God; “ Becausethe arnal mind isenmity aganst God: for itis
not subjed to thelaw of God, neither indeead can be” (Rom. 87). The canal mindisthe mind
that is controlled by the natural man. “ For to be carnally minded isdeath; but to be spiritually
minded islifeand peac€’ (Rom. 8:6).

The body of Christ isfull of people who have receved two o threefalse prophedes from
two or threedifferent individuals, even at different times, and all these prophedes agree That till
doesn’'t meanit wasGod. If it doesnat agreewith thewritten Word of Godin acordanceto the New
Covenant it isfalse, to say the least. It's Christians, walking in the flesh (using their natural mind)
to please those whowalk in the flesh....

Badk to husbandsandwives... A married woman told me sheheasfrom God,then shesaid,
“God told her, half of everything she eans is her’s...” Thisis not the mind d Christ! She head
diredly from thedevil (Matt. 16.:23). Satan, mself could have donethe spe&ing andshethinksit’s
God.

Now, thisis nat to say this woman is not a Spirit-fill ed Christian. But Satan can spe& to
Spirit-fill ed as well as he can spe&k to thase who are not born again.

Let me explain something abou heaing voices and claming to hea from God. Jesusisthe
only begotten Son d God (John 114). He was with the Father in the beginning. He cane into this
world, barn of awoman andthe Holy Spirit. Then at abou the age of thirty, Jesuswas baptized with
the Holy Spirit (Matt. 3:16). He was a so fill ed with (full of) the Holy Spirit (Luke 4:1). Yet, while
He was in the wil dernessfor forty days the devil himself spoke to Jesus.

So dorit ever think that the devil can't speek to Spirit-fill ed Christians. In atrue sense of the
word “Christian,” Jesus was a Spirit-filled Christian. The word “Christian,” means “Christ in.”
Christ means “anointed.” The anointing of the Holy Spirit wasbath uponandin Jesus, therefore, in
atrue sense of the word, Jesus was the first Christian to walk uponthis eath.

Now, if Satan can talk to Jesus, he can also talk to any Spirit-fill ed Christian. That iswhy it
IS so important to have both the Word of Godin us, and ke fill ed with the Holy Spirit. Foritisa
combination of the Word of God and the Spirit of God keaing witnesswith ou spirit that teades
us al things. We know the truth by the Word of God and the witnessof the Holy Spirit within us.
The Word of God and the Holy Spirit aways agree
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Satan al so spokethrough Peter in Matthew 16:22. Jesusrebuked bah Peter and Satan for the
thoughts Peter receved from the devil . Peter was one of the twelve disciplesthat the Father gaveto
Jesus (John 1712). Peter was given paver against unclean spirits (Matt. 10.1). Peter did na bring
histhoughtsinto agreement withtheWord of God (which wasalready writtenin the Old Testament)
concerning the deah and resurredion d Jesus.

Everyone heasthevoiceof thedevil at times. Heisthe acaiser of the brethren (Rev. 1210).
We can't stop the devil from spe&king to ou natural minds, bu we do nd have to believe what he
says. We should kring every thought into subjedion urto the Word of God, and cast down every
thought that does not agreewith the Word of God. We do nd have to agreewith the devil when we
hea his voice spe&king to ou natural minds.

Christians shoud know the diff erence between their natura mind and their spirit. Every
thought that comes to their natural mind shoud be brought into subjedion to the Word of God (2
Cor. 510).

Let me give another example of Satan using Spirit-fill ed Christiansto control otherswithin
the body of Christ. A goodfriend d mine, aminister in the body of Christ was gill single. Hewas
looking to get married some day. He was at a meding where another Spirit-fill ed evangeli st was
ministering. This evangeli st looked over to m and said, “ God told me the woman you are with is
the one you shoud marry”! The woman he was with was that daughter of ancther pastor he knew.

He came to me and asked me, “Merle, was that the LORD spe&ing to me to marry this
woman”? In my spirit, it knew it wasn’t. Therefore, | asked hm, doyou have awitnessin your spirit
that you shodd marry that woman? He said, No, | just took her along to the meding to have
someone go with me. | told him, if you do nd have awitnessin your spirit, dorit listen to the
evangelist. God will aways give you awitnessin your spirit if it is of God.

A yea or so later, this same evangeli st was bad in town. This time my friend went to the
meding with another woman he had met. Again, this ssame evangeli st spokeout to him, saying, “God
told metotell you,the woman youare with isthe one you shoud marry”! Later, he caneto me and
said, Merle, doyou think that was God? In my spirit, | knew it wasn’'t God, and | asked him, “did
you have awitnessin your spirit when he spoke to you’? He said to me, No. | went out with her a
few times, bu only, just to have someone with me.

A few weekslater he caneto me andtold me, whil e he was praying in the Spirit he saw this
same woman leaving her house and going out with another man. Hefelt he shoud drive over to her
house and seewhat was happening. He drove over to her house and parked afew carsaway from the
front of her house and waited. Within minutes, ancther person, who he knew drove up. She cane
out of thehouse and got into hiscar with im. They drove off. He foll owed them aways and found
out where they went. He knew right then, and there, that she was not the woman he shoud marry.

If Spirit-fill ed Christians would lean to listen to their spirit for a withessfrom God, they
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could save themselves alot of problems. God knows everything, and will reved things to them if
they will stay in tune with Godin their spirit.

Thisfriend d mine had many oppatunitiesto let otherswhothink they head from God tell
him what they said, God said. He leaned to spend alot of time praying in the Spirit and studying
in the Word. The day came when he founda woman that was right for him and they got married.
They are working together in the ministry today.

What abou the evangeli st whosaid to him, “ Godtold me the woman you arewith isthe one
you should marry”? There ae alot of Spirit-fill ed Christians today, spe&ing words they head in
their “natural mind’ that didn't come from God. They are operating from their natural mind, nd the
mind of Christ. Don't be draid of them (Deut. 1819-22). Don't foll ow their false prophedes. What
will happentothoseintheministry who operatefrom their natural mindin “falsegiftsof the Spirit”?
Seethe dhapter on“A STRONG DELUSION.”

Bad to wives and husbands. Christians, who think they hea from God, many times are
heaing other voices. When a wife says to her husband “that’s your resporsibility, that’s not my
resporsibility” she head from the demonic forces and she is operating from her natural mind (the
flesh). All resporsibility within the marriage isthe resporsibilit y of both the husband and the wife.
The wife is the husbands help med, na anything more and nd anything less(Gen. 218).

A marriage shoud be atype and shadow of the Body of Christ, where Christ isthe head. No
one within the body of Christ has the right to tell the LORD what to dg but only to submit to His
authority asthe Head. The LORD, Whoisthe head o the body, does nathing of Himself, He only
does the Father’ swill (John 530).

It was that way when Jesus walked this eath, and He never changes. Jesus did orly that
which the Father showed Him. Everything Jesus did was in agreanent with the Holy Spirit.
Everything husbands and wives do shoud aso be in agreement with the Holy Spirit.

When someone tries to change the Word of God to suit their ideas or their plans the Holy
Spirit will not givewitnesstoiit. If thereisnowitnessof the Holy Spirit then it isnot from God, bu
rather of theflesh.” For theflesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit aganst theflesh: and
these are contrary the oneto the other: so that ye annot do the things that ye would.” You
canna go contrary to awitnessof the Holy Spirit and doasyou dease. If you do,you areinvalved
in the works of the flesh. The same spirit that causes those of the world to go against God.
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WHO ARE WE?

Thisisthe LORD’S credion. It was creaed by Him and for Him (John 13,10,Cal. 1:16).
Wearethe aeduresof Hiscredion.Wedo nd havetheright, nar the adility to tell the LORD what
He shoud doin Hiscreaion.Heisthe potter andwe aethe day. The potter has the right to make
some vessls of hona and some vesls of dishona (Rom. 9:20-22). Those who are nat His
Children are still Hisvessls, He aeded them.

So are we Hisvessls. He aeded us also. Either we ae vessls of hona or we aevessls
of dishona. The LORD’ Shouseisagrea house. Inthe LORD’ S house there ae vessls of hona
andthere ae vessls of dishona (2 Tim. 220).

Even though thisisthe LORD’ S credion, and He has the right to make some vessels unto
hona and some unto dshona. We still have been given the dhoice which orewe will be? It'sour
choice if we will be avess=l unto hona or avessl unto dshona. The LORD has given us His
Word. The LORD is God, and God is LOVE! Therefore, He has given us HisWord in (2 Timothy
2:20,21,saying,

But in a great house there are not only vessls of gald and of silver, but also of wood

and of earth; and someto honour, and someto dishonour.

If a man therefore purge himsaf from these, he shall be a vessl unto honour,

sanctified, and med for the master's use, and prepared unto every goad work.

It is our resporsibility to purge ourselves of thase things that would cause us to beaome
vesEls of dishona. God hes given us His Holy Spirit to help puge ourselves of those things. God
isfor us, na against us. The Holy Spirit ishereoneath, in us, to help us. If we do nd listen to the
Holy Spirit within us, thenwe can beaome vesslsof dishona. It'sour own dang, na the LORD’ S
doing. The LORD is not making any of His Children vessls of dishona.

We are dhildren of God,if we aeborn again o the Spirit andthe Word. Godis not against
His Chil dren, to make them anything lessthan theimage of His Son.In 1Corinthians 15:49, it says,
“And aswe have bornetheimage of the earthy, we shall also bear theimage of the heavenly.”
Godisnot making vessals of dishona “out of Hischildren.” If we become vessls of dishona it’s
our own dang, “by walking after the flesh and not after the Spirit.”

God may be making vessls of dishona out of those who are nat His children, by letting
Satan usethem. If they refuseto accept thefreegift of salvation, Satanisusingthem. There aemany
people in the durches today, who are not born again o the Spirit and the Word. Many Christians
are going to these dhurches, thinking, it’s ok. They listen to these “so cdled preaders,” who are
walking in the flesh and claiming to be serving God. When, in truth they are not serving God at all .

When Jesus came into the world asthe Son d Man, He set the example for usto follow. In
everything Jesus did, He did it asaMan, ban of awoman, living in the flesh. AsaMan, Jesus st
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the example for usto foll ow.

In setting an example for us; Jesus sid to thase who would receve Him, “ Come foll ow
Me” I Hedidn't mean orly to walk the sameroads Hewalked, and go to the sametowns and \ill ages
He went to. He meant, “Take My example for your guide”! Whatsoever He did, dothe same.
Whatsoever He said, say the same. Theway Helived, live. Theway Hetalked, talk. When He made
statements abou His life, we shoud apply them to ou lives dso.

Jesus sid, “I can of mine own self do nothing: as | hear, | judge: and my judgment is
just; because | seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me” (John
5:30). This sroud be an example for us to foll ow; do exadly the same & Jesus did. In John 519,
Jesussaid, “ Verily, verily, | say unto you, The Son can do nothing of himself, but what heseeth
the Father do: for what things soever he doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise.”

If Jesus could do nahing of Himself, why do Christians think they have the avility to make
their own dedsions and dowhatsoever they desire withou Satan having any inpu in their lives?
Jesus said in John 155. “for without meye @an do nothing.” We ought to believe that Jesusis
telli ng the truth. We caana, “of our own ability” take complete wntrol of our lives. Unlesswe
submit to God as Jesus did, Satan will control our adions and ou future. Unlessthe LORD has
control in ou lives, we ae antrolled by the devil and dorit know it. Thereisonly oneway to keep
our lives until the end; that isto live unto God, by His Word, guided by His Spirit. Any other way
will fail.

The Holy Spirit, inspired the gostle Paul to write to the Christians at Corinth. In 2
Corinthians 1G5 it says, “ Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself
aganst the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of
Christ.” Unlesswe control our thoughts, Satanwill . It’ supto us, either we aein control or thedevil.

Theworld isnot aplaceto have funandenjoy everything we see As Christians, we ae not
here to enjoy the world, bu rather “to dothe will of God the Father” as Jesus did the will of His
Father. The time for us to enjoy life is when we go to heaven. It will be much more enjoyable up
there then down here. In 1John 215-17, it says,

Lovenot theworld, neither thethingsthat are in theworld. If any man lovetheworld,

thelove of the Father isnot in him.

For al that isin theworld, the lust of theflesh, and thelust of the e/es, and the pride

of life, isnot of the Father, but is of theworld.

And theworld passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God

abideth for ever.

Thisdoesn't soundlikeit isthe Father’ swill t hat we enjoy thisworld and all that istherein.
Satanisaliar, andwe shoud na beignorant of it.
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A REPROBATE MIND

In Romans 1:18-32 it talks abou SPIRIT-FILLED CHRISTIANS uponwhom the wrath of God
comes. They know God, and are withou excuse (Rom. 1:20). But they do nd glorify God, reither
arethey thankful (Rom. 1:21). Some have even gone so far asthey do nd liketo retain Godin their
knowledge and God gives them up to areprobate mind (Rom. 1:28). What is areprobate mind? A
reprobate mindis said to be “an urepproved mind, regjeded; by implicaion, worthless(literally or
morally):--castaway.” Christians, who do na liketo retain Godin their knowledge could be given
over as a cataway, worthless rgeded mind. The dictionary definition includes, “dammed,
unprincipled or totaly bad; lost soul.”

God has the power to retain aright mindin an individual and He dso hasthe power to turn
them over to thedevil. Asweread Romans 1:18-32wefindthat it lists“the extreme caes’ of those
who did na glorify God. Those who were not thankful, and dd na like to retain God in their
knowledge. Their mindsarelocked, soto spe&. It isnot possblefor them to return withou the help
of theHoly Spirit. They kegp going into the works of theflesh so far that there seemsto benoreturn.
They enjoy the works of the flesh and have nointention d returning to God.

We nedl to uncderstandthat these condtionsdid na happen over-night. They dorit go from
being agoodChristianto areprobate mindin amatter of only afew days, or even afew weeks. They
continue in the works of the flesh urtil the Holy Spirit knows they have no intentions of returning
to asoundmind, a aright mind that wantsto be with Jesus.

Satan is behind all works of the flesh (Eph. 22,3). He keeps thoughts coming to the minds
of thase whowill receve them, day and nght. This continues until he gets them to accept them as
apart of their life, andway of living. Hewill help them with thowghts of self-justification,and self-
righteousnessin what they are doing.

If thoughts of thase things which are not pleasing to God are not brought under subjedion,
and cast out, Satan will i ncrease his presaure until thereisnoresistance OnceChristiansnolonger
resist thethoughts Satan pusin their minds, the Holy Spirit has noalternative but to givethem over
tothedevil . Not because Hewantsto bu becaise He hasnochoice they madetheir dedsion o their
own freewill .

Let me give an example of someone who hes nat resisted the devil and “has passhbly gone
too far,” insomuch as the Holy Spirit “has passbly” given her over to a reprobate mind. Thisis
something | heard from someone well respeded in the body of Christ. | did na spe& to thisperson
myself.

It wastold that thiswell respeded personwent down the stredsin hishome town andthere
he met ayoung grl who he had knavn yeas ago. He tried to witnessto her to return to the LORD
andattendchurch again. Shesaid to hm, something likethis, “tell othersnot to get involved theway
| did, for now | know the LORD will not receve mebad.” Hetried to convince her that the LORD
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would receve her bad if she would come. She said to him, “look upthe block! Seethat woman
standing upthere! That ismy wife, we aemarried!” (A woman married to awoman (Rom. 1:26)).
Shesaid, “I canna return to the LORD!” Then she walked away.

It is very passble that the Holy Spirit has turned her over to areprobate mind to dothase
things which are nat right, even knowing it will only lead to destruction.

It'snat agoodthing to be given ower to the devil, espedaly if it isthe Holy Spirit that gives
someone over to the devil. For, the Holy Spirit is the only One that can bring a person aut of the
hands of thedevil . Wedo nd havethe power of our own abilit y to release ourselves from the powers
of darkness God must doit. If the Holy Spirit releases our minds to the devil , “there may be no
return.” For the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of repentance Withou Him we ae lost!

The Gospel of Mark talksabou thework of Satan to draw usaway from God. In Mark 4:14-
20isthe parable of the sower. Satan dceesnat wait until we have gone so far that the Holy Spirit will
notwork in our livesany longer. Satan startsimmediately, when we hea theWord of God; he mmes
to sted the Word before it can become dfedivein ou lives (Mark 4:15).

If Satan canna sted the Word in the beginning, hewill continue to try other meansto keep
us from doing the will of God. Satan will send affliction a perseaution for the Word's sske, and if
we ae not careful, we will be offended (Mark 4:16,17).

If that doesn’'t stop us, Satan will bring to ou attention, the caes of this world, and the
decatfulnessof riches, andthe lusts of other things to choke the Word (Mark 4:18,19. Satan will
nat stop “unlesswe stop hm.”

Many times, the only way to stopthe devil i sconstantly, “ praying in the Spirit” and“reading
theWord of God’ over and ower and ower. We must continue to “fight the goodfight of faith” until
theend (1 Tim. 6:12). Don't let the love of God grow cold (Matt. 24:12). Don't give ay placefor
the devil (Eph. 427).

Christians, dorit be decaved by the enemy. We beame decaved when we walk after the
flesh and nd after the Spirit.

Isthere hope for thase who have gone astray, walking after the flesh to where their mindis
nolonger normal? Y es, thereis always hope whil e they still have abody of flesh and bores. Godis
merciful, long suffering, and nd willi ng that any shoud perish.

Return unto Him, andHewill abundantly pardon.Y oushoudreged al thoughtsthat arenct
pleasing to God. Come out from among those who do no walk in the Light. Repent, confessyour
sins and He will cleanse you from all unrighteousnesd Don't give the devil any placein your life,
live unto Godin hdinessandrighteousness Helovesyoujust asmuch asHelovesHis Son. Repent,
confess and walk in the Light.
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A STRONG DELUSION

What abou Christians in the ministry? In 2 Thessalonians, Chapter two, it tell s of another
work of theflesh that could cause God* to send astrong delusion that theywould believealie, that
theyall might bedamnedwho believal not thetruth, but had deasurein unrighteousness” When
peoplein the ministry enter into spiritual operationsfrom their natural mindand do narepent, God
could send them a strong delusion that they believe alie unto their own damnation. Christians are
nat taught to operatein spiritual operationsfrom their natural mind. Wehavethemind o Christ, this
iswhere aChristian’s iritua operations sroud come from. In 1 Peter 4:11,it says, “If any man
speak, let him speak astheoraclesof God; if any man minister, let him do it as of the ability
which God giveth: that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be
praiseand dominion for ever and ever. Amen.” TheModern KingJamesVersionsays, “ | f anyone
speaks, let it be asthewords of God. If anyone ministers, let him do it as of the ability which
God gives, so that God may be glorified in all things through Jesus Christ, to whom isthe
glory, and the might forever and ever. Amen.”

All the gifts of the Spirit areto operate from the spirit of man by the Holy Spirit “asthe Holy
Spirit will s (1 Cor. 127-11). Spiritual operationsfrom the natural mindareli ke thaose of witchcraft
(1 Sam. 287). Therefore, if thosewho have operated in spiritual operationsfrom their natural mind
do na repent, God could send them a strong delusion that they believe alie unto their own
damnation.

Thisisan areawhereby many “SPIRIT-FILLED CHRISTIANS’ have entered, nd knowingitis
nat of God bu of the devil. “T hat they shoud fall away from the faith andenter into thistrap o
Sdaan”

Many who have falen into this trap of the devil, operating from their natural minds in
“personal prophedes,” spe&king “grea soundngwordsthat enticethe minds of thasethey spe& to”
saying, God told them, when it was nat God. Most of these “persona propheaes never come to
pass” The LORD spokethrough Mosesin Deuteronamy 18:22,“W hen aprophet speaketh in the
nameof theLORD, if thethingfoll ow not, nor cometo pass that isthething which theLORD
hath not spoken, but the prophet hath spoken it presumptuously: thou shalt not be afraid of
him.” Those who continue to spe& that which the LORD did na give them get off into error,
foll owing the thoughts of their minds, rather then the leading of the Spirit from their spirit. If they
continue, they could be given a strong delusion, that they beli eve this unto their own destruction.

Many in the ministry, who have dore this, nolonger trust in the LORD as their sourcefor
everything. Youwill findthem sending out lettersto everyonethey can, asking them to send money
to help them do their ministry work. They don't pray and seek the LORD for their finances, bu
rather prey upon dher Christiansfor their suppat. They “by passthe LORD,” and go the sameroute
asall other religiousorganizationsof theworld. They findall sortsof waysto raise money to dotheir
work. They operate from their natural mind, nd from the mind o Christ, which isin them. They
have fall en away from the faith, and resorted to the natural mind d the flesh. Some of them even
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raise themselves up, as though they are God.

In 2 ThessAlonians, Chapter two, we are given wisdom concerning these last days of grea
deception. Yet, because of poa trandations of this chapter, many are deceved. There is a grea
falli ng away within the body of Christ today, andit increasesaswedraw closer to thelast days. The
basesfor Paul’ srevelationisfoundinlsaiah 1412-20. Satan, who at onetimewas Lucifer, andwas
cast out of thethird hearens, is now working within the body of Christ to raise himself upasthough
heis God.

Satan isworking within the body of Christ just for that purpose. He uses many Spirit-fill ed
Christiansto do hstalking, andto represent him in disguise, thinking thereis nothing wrong with
what they are doing. They make themselves as though they are God, insomuch asthey use dl sorts
of decetfulnessto gain a position within the body of Christ. In 2 Thessalonians 2:9,10it says,

Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and

lying wonders,

And with all decevableness of unrighteousnessin them that perish; because they

received not the love of thetruth, that they might be saved.

If you will study the original writings, you will noticethat thisisin “the plura form,” not
“thesingular.” Therefore, it isnot speaking of oneindividual, bu many individuals stting in high
placesinthe churchestoday. In genera, thosewho have entered into thisdecatfulnesshave become
apart of what iscdled “the cmmmerciali zed church,” a system wherethereismoretak abou money
then the gospel.

This seems to be only the starting point toward this grong delusion, for they continue on
buil ding their own empire, raising themsel vesupas smeonegred. Drawing attentionto themselves
and entering into false operations of the Spirit. They come with gred lying signs and wonders,
prophesying lies and all sorts of deception. They raise up people rather than Jesus. They take the
glory for themselves, that shoud be given to Jesus. They become & God,intheir positionsand daw
many into foll owing them, rather than foll owing Jesus.

Some have started their own ministry, dang that which they thinkis of God; but withou the
leading of the Holy Spirit. They enter into churches and even starting their own churches, andit is
al of theflesh, na of the Holy Spirit. Even though, at one time they did follow the leading of the
Holy Spirit, bu they left the leading of the Holy Spirit to go ontheir own and becane recognized
among Christians as smeone gred. They want attentionin the ministry, and they go to extremesto
get attention.

| know of an individual who started his own church. He taught faith for material gain. He
used the same Scripture verse many of the faith ministries usetoday. He promised his congregation
that if they would give, Godwould bessthem, even to the one-hunded fold. He preatied “faith for
financesand gain,” over and ower. He stressed giving into hisministry for gain. Asthe yeas went
by, he began to raise himself up, having the congregation lay their tithes and dfering at hisfed as
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he stood by the dtar.

His congregation grew larger andlarger over the yeas. The Christians attending his church
li ked what they head him tead. They enjoyed heaingfaith for material gain. Faith for moremoney.
(Christians nead to be avare of thisteading, it is symbadli c of the church at Laodiceain Revelation
3:14-21). Jesus sid in Revelation 31517,

| know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: | would thou wert cold or hot.

Sothen becausethou art lukewar m, and neither cold nor hot, | will spuetheeout of my

mouth.

Beause thou sayest, | am rich, and increased with goads, and have neead of nothing;

and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and

naked:

Asthispastors congregationgrew he began taking up df eringsto purchase property to buld
a church bulding. He had the congregation lay their offering at his fed. One individual, awoman
drew out her savings (abou $30,000 andlaid it at hisfed. Over aperiod d time he wlleded ower
$600,000.

Instead of purchasing land and bulding a durch, he put asmall down payment toward an
existing church, which was up for sale. He mortgaged the rest through alocd bank.

During the mean time, hewas in the processof obtaining an expensive home for himself in
ancther state. When his home was ready for him to move in, he took the remaining money the
congregation gave for the new church and left the state. A few of his gpeda members went with
him to start anather church in that state.

The congregationthat gave dl the money for anew church was left with “literally nothing.”
They had no gstor. They had nomoney. The bank foredosed onthe church that he put the down
payment on.All their hopes, andall their dreanswent down the tube. They had nahing to show for
al their giving.

Isthisthe mind o Christ? Certainly not! Would Jesus do what that man dd? Certainly nat!
The mind d Christ shoud patray that of Jesus Himself. In Phili ppians 2:5-8, Paul gives us an
example of themind o Christ. Wenead to be avare of what ishappening within the Churchestoday.
If it isnat the mind d Christ in operation, then there is ancther spirit involved.

It seems that when a person cdled into the ministry of pastor does nat portray the mind o
Christ, and usesthe paosition d pastor for personal gain, thereis something wrong. If they continue
on seeking persona gain, and exalting themselves as though they are God, they could be given a
strong delusion and believe alie unto their own destruction.

One of the signs that identify those who are deceved by Satan are false prophedes
(prophedesthat never cometo pasy. Propheaesthat raise upindividuasasthough they are spedal
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to God and have agrea anainting.

Thereisno*“grea anointing” withinthebody of Christ. Thereisonly One anointing, andthat
isthe anointing of the Holy Spirit whichisin and uporevery individual that is baptized in the Holy
Spirit. The anainting varies as the Holy Spirit will s, na as man will s. The anainting comes and
leaves at the Holy Spirit’s choasing, na by the will of man. Everyone has an anointing for some
particular duty within the body of Christ, and nore is greaer than the other.

Paul addressed a similar situation in 1 Corinthians, Chapter Eleven. There were many
Christianssickly andmany had already died becausethey did na discernthe LORD’ Sbody. Go badk
into verses eighteen through twenty-one and youwill seethe caise of sicknessand premature deah
within the church. When Christians exalt themselves and raise up ahers as though they are better
than the very least within the body of Christ, they cause heresies and dvisions. Heresies and
divisions are works of the devil. When the works of the devil are exalted within the body of Christ,
the Holy Spirit could send astrong delusion, that those who dosuch thingswould believe alie unto
their own destruction.

How can anyone who thinks they have entered into this position set themselves fre€? They
must recognize their sins, repent, andturn to Godfor deli verance James sid, “ Submit your selves
therefore to God. Resist thedevil, and hewill fleefrom you” (James4:7). Only God can deliver
such, that they might be saved. Thisappliesto all sortsof disobediencethat leadsto areprobate mind
or astrong delusionin believing alie.

When Christiansthink they arein control of their mind, they have been decaved. Wedo nad
have “total control” of our mind. Therefore, the Scripturetell sus, “walk after the Spirit.” When we
walk after the Spirit we put the Holy Spirit in control of our mind. When the Holy Spirit isin control
of or mind, we aenat in control and reither isthe devil. If the Holy Spirit isnat in control of our
mind the devil is and we don't know it, neither do we understand it. Don't ever think you have
complete control of your mind, a youwill be deceved.

If youare born again of the Word and the Spirit, you have the mind d Christ. It dwellsin
your spirit where the fulnessof the Godhead dwells. If you walk after the Spirit and nd after the
fleshyoucantapinto “themind o Christ withinyou.” It'sall upto ead individua Christianif they
will “walk after the Spirit” or not.

Walking after the Spirit is*foll owing the Holy Spirit, puting the Holy Spirit in control and
releasing your own will to the will of God.” Thiscanna be donewithou first submitting ourselves
to the Word of God. Everything the Holy Spirit doesisin total agreament with the written Word of
God. Do as Jesus sid, “ | se&k not mine own will, but thewill of the Father” (John 530).

If we do ou own will, then we ae on ou own, and God canna help ws. It isonly when we

follow the leading of the Holy Spirit that we can dothe will of God. WE NEED THE MIND OF
CHRISTTODOTHEWILL OFGOD. Phili ppians2:1-12,givesadescription d themind d Christ.
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We nedl to study the mind d Christ and apply it to ou lives daily.

Y et, we must understand the New Covenant. In the New Covenant “the just shall li ve by
faith” (Rom. 1:117,Gal. 3:11,Heb. 1038). Theworks of the flesh arelike the Ten Commandments
in the Old Covenant, “thou shall not do..!” “If we @mnfessour sins, heis faithful and just to
forgiveusour sins, and to cleanseusfrom all unrighteousness’ (1 John 19). Eventhen,wehave
1 John 21,2,

My little children, thesethingswritel unto you, that yesin not. And if any man sin, we

have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous:

And heisthepropitiation for our sins: and not for oursonly, but alsofor thesinsof the

wholeworld.

Don't let the devil keg you undr condemnation.In 1John 17 it says, “But if wewalk in
the light, as heisin thelight, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus
Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.” Jesus said, “I am the light of the world: he that
followeth me shall not walk in darkness but shall have the light of life” (John 812). Then 1
John 23 says, “ And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keg his commandments.”

Christians must lean to walk by faith and nd by sight. We must understand what Jesus did
for us onthe Cross We must foll ow Jesus, and become alight to the world, alight that canna be
hid, nor put out. Don't let the devil get youinto theworks of the flesh where your light canna shine
in the darknessand owvercome the sins of thisworld.

Righteousnessdoesn’t come by what we do, a did. Righteousnesscomes by what Jesusdid
for us. “For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be madethe
righteousnessof God in him” (2 Cor. 5:21). We will never beaome the righteousnessof God by
what we do, it can only come by what Jesus did for us onthe Cross

Righteousnessis imputed uponthose who believe. Romans 4:3-8 says,

For what saith thescripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for
righteousness

Now to him that worketh isthe reward not reckoned of grace but of debt.

But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth theungodly, hisfaith
iscounted for righteousness

Even as David also describeth the blessednessof the man, unto whom God imputeth
righteousnesswithout works,

Saying, Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered.
Bles=d isthe man to whom the Lord will not impute sin.

Romans 6:14-16 says,

For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under
grace

What then? shall we sin, because we are not under the law, but under grace? God
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forbid.
Know yenot, that to whom yeyield your selves ervantsto dbey, his ervantsyeare to
whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedienceunto righteousness?

Therefore, “thejust shall liveby faith.” Walk inthelight, asHeisintheLight andsin shall
have no pawver over us.

Hebrews 11:1 says, “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of
thingsnot seen.” Hebrews 11:6 says, “ But without faith it isimpossbleto please him: for he
that cometh to God must believe that heis, and that heisarewarder of them that dili gently
seek him.” Hebrews 10:38says, “ Now thejust shall li ve by faith: but if any man draw back, my
soul shall have no pleasure in him.”

S0, let usnot draw badk, but walk inthelight as Jesusisthe Light, andin Him isno darkness
a al... We shoud daily, spendtime in the Word and in prayer that Satan can have no dacein ou
life.

If you have not become born again by making Jesus Christ the LORD of your lifeyoucan do
so NOW. In John 111-12it says, " He came unto hisown, and hisown recaved him not. But as
many as recaeved him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that
believe on hisname:” Ask Jesusto come into your life and become your LORD!

SAY A PRAYER LIKE THIS, OUT LouD:

"Lord Jesus, | know that You arethe Son ¢ God. | know that You ded onthe aossfor me.
| know that Godraised Youfromthedead. Jesus, | ask Youto comeinto mylife, liveYour lifein me.
Jesus, let Your will be dore in me; let the will of God be dore in my life asit was in Your life. |
surrender myself to You, Jesus! You lead me by Your Sgrit and | will follow to the best of my
ability. I will li vefor You dl the days of my life, as You lead me by Your Sprit.

Jesus, forgive me of all my sins, wash me dean in Your blood that | may be the
righteousnessof God in You. Thark You, Jesus!"
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LIVING THE LIFE

In John 36 Jesus said, “ That which isborn of theflesh isflesh; and that which isborn of
the Spirit is girit. If anyone knowsthetruthit is Jesus, for Heisthe Truth. When wewere borninto
thisworld wewere born of theflesh. We dl cameinto thisworld withwhat isreferredto as “flesh.”
“That which isborn of theflesh isflesh” (John 36).Many times throughou the New Testament
it cdls our natural man “flesh.”

“Walking after the flesh iswalking acording to ou natural understanding” (Rom. 8:1-7).
Walking after the Spirit is“being led by the Holy Spirit, na acording to ou natural understanding
but acoording to theWord of God’ (Rom. 8:1-39). If the Holy Spirit isnat in control of what we say
and what we do, we ae not walking after the Spirit.

When Jesus said, “that which isborn of the Spirit is girit,” He DID NOT SAY “manisa
spirit”! The Scriptureisvery clea, “Manisaliving soul.” That which wasborn of the Spirit isnot
of theflesh, bu of Godthe Holy Spirit. That doesnot mean “manisaspirit”! That means what the
Scripture teades, “our living soul istranslated from the flesh into the new creaed spirit, “the Spirit
of Christ.” We ae still “a living soul,” but, as the Scripture says, “y e are not in the flesh, but in
the Spirit, if so bethat the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of
Christ, heisnoneof his.”

Theliving souls of those who are nat born again are still i n Adam. The living souls of the
born again Christian’sarein Christ. “ For asin Adam all die, even soin Christ shall all be made
alive’ (1 Cor. 1522). Leanwhowe aein Christ, dorit be decaved by those whotead from their
natural mind!

The natural man was born of man, by the will of man. The new credaure in Christ isborn
again of the Holy Spirit andthe Word of God. The Holy Spirit tookthe Word of God and caused a
new birth within ou new spirit. In our new spirit, we ae anew cregure in Christ Jesus.

Because we ae still i n thisworld, and that which isborn of the Spirit isanew credurein
Christ Jesus, we must present our old bodes of flesh and bores aliving saaificeunto God (Rom.
12:1). We must still renew our old mind onthe Word of God (Rom. 122). The outward man will
perish, but the inward man must be renewed day by day (2 Cor. 4:16). The day will comewhen this
iscomplete. That is, when “ this corr uption shall put on incorruption and thismortal shall put on
immortality” (1 Cor. 1552-54), then all things will be complete (Heb. 28,9).

Jesus lived thelife of the Spirit. He walked after the Holy Spirit, na the outward man of the
flesh. JesuswasaMan, ban of awoman, andlivedinthisworld just asyouand|. But Jesusdid na
dothewill of theflesh,Hedid oy thewill of Godthe Father. Therefore, when Satan cameto Jesus
he had nahing on Him, Jesus was withou sin!

While Jesus walked thiseath, in Hislast three and ore-half yeas, He wasled by the Spirit
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and “began” to teat us how to live onthis eath, seeking to dothe will of God the Father.

After Hewent to bewith the Father He sent the Holy Spirit totead usall things (Acts 1:1,2).
The Holy Spirit inspired the writers of the New Testament to write the WoORD oF Gob, which He
would useto confirm in ou lives. The Holy Spirit confirms the Word of God.

Jesus said to Hisdisciplesin John 1612,13,

| have yet many thingsto say unto you, but ye annot bear them now.

Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, iscome, he will guideyou into al truth: for he
shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever heshall hear, that shall hespeak: and hewill
shew you thingsto come.

Jesus taught all He muld to His disciples before His deah and resurredion. Then He sent
the Holy Spirit to finish what He began to teat. The Holy Spirit used the goostle Paul more than
the othersin writing what we have today, yet all that iswritten in the New Testament isimportant.

The gostle Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 3:1-3,

And I, brethren, could not speak unto yau as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even
asunto babesin Christ.

| have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not ableto bear it,
neither yet now are ye able.

For yeare yet carnal: for whereasthereisamong yau envying, and strife, and divisions,
are yenot carnal, and walk as men?

Much of the writings of the goostle Paul are written to baby Christians. They are for those
whowalk after the flesh and nad after the Holy Spirit. When we aeled by the Holy Spirit the things
of thisworld are not important, only the things that please the Father are important.

Most of the body of Christ ismade up d baby Christians, many of these ae standing in the
offices of pastors, teaters, evangelists, prophets, and even apostles. They took these titles upon
themselves, but they are still babesin Christ. How do you knav? Look averse threg “ For ye are
yet carnal: for whereasthereisamong you envying, and strife, and divisions, are yenot carnal,
and walk as men?” When they love the world and the things of this world, the love of the Father
isnat inthem (1 John 215,16. If the love of the Father is nat in them, are they nat still carnal?

Let us, therefore, go onto perfedion, renewing our minds onthe Word of God, dang those
things which are pleasing to ou Father in heaven. In renewing our mind, we must seach the
Scriptures for the mea of the Word of God, nd just the milk “ For every one that useth milk is
unskilful in theword of righteousness for heisababe’ (Heb. 513).

In Romans 7:22,the gaostle Paul wrote, “ For | delight in thelaw of God after theinward

man.” Thereisan inward man, where the mind d Christ islocated. The inward man dces delight
inthelaw of God. Thelaw of Godisnat “the Ten Commandments.” But thasewholiveby “thelaw
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of God within them” will not go against the Ten Commandments, nor any other commandments
given by God. The letter of the law brings us to deah, bu the Spirit brings life in Christ Jesus (2
Cor. 3:6). “For thelaw of the Spirit of lifein Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of
sin and death.” (Rom. 82).

The Spirit of lifein Christ Jesuslives by the Word of God,* by every Word that proceels
out of the mouth of God” (Matt. 4:4). What the Word of God saysiswhat welive by. Not by our
natural mind, bu by the leading of the Holy Spirit within us. Everything we say, everything we do
shoud be by the leading of the Holy Spirit within us.

By the Spirit of God, Peter wrotein 1Peter 4:11,“ If any man speak, let him speak asthe
oracles of God; if any man minister, let him do it as of the abili ty which God giveth: that God
in al thingsmay beglorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for ever
and ever. Amen.” Thisisthewill of Godfor His Children.

TheHoly Spirit iswithin us, therefore, by the help of theHoly Spirit, “wewalk by faith and
not by sight,” we* speak thosethingsthat benot asthough they were.” Thisisnaot by the natural
mind, but by the leading of the Holy Spirit within us. In 1John 227t tellsus, “ But theanointing
which yehave receved of him abideth in you, and ye neeal not that any man teach you: but as
the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and istruth, and isno lie, and even asit hath
taught you, ye shall abidein him.”

Aswe avideintheHoly Spirit, Heleadsusinto all truth. Not truth astheworld understands
truth, but the Truth of God which comes from our spirit, na our natural mind d the flesh. Wewalk
in the newnessof life, led by the Holy Spirit, na in the ways of man led by the natural mind.

Everything we say or do, must be by faith, nd by sight. And certainly, na by the natural
mind operating in spiritual experiences. We aeborn again o the Spirit (John 36). We aenat inthe
flesh but in the Spirit (Rom. 8:9). We ae anew credure “in Christ” (2 Cor. 5:17). We operate from
our spirit, na our natural mind. The mind d Christ dwellsin ou new creaure in Christ, whereby
we live and move and have our being.

Satan has a ounterfeit operation from the natural minds of people, including Spirit-fill ed
Christians. There ae many false operations of spiritual things going on within the body of Christ.
You dorit nead to be apart of them. For thereis prepared for youa True and Living way, walking
after the Holy Spirit from within your new creaure in Christ Jesus, (your inward man of the spirit,
not your outward man of the flesh).

Now, “thejust shall live by faith,” nat by spiritual operations from the natural minds of
those whothink they are somebody, or whosoever they think they are! Walk after the Spirit andyou
will nat fulfill the lusts of the flesh. You have the mind d Christ, now lean how to useit in pace
of your natural mind d the flesh.
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