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Introduction

In 1John 41 it says, “ Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spiritswhether they
are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into theworld.” Jesus said in Matthew
7:15,16,“ Beware of false prophets, which cometo you in shegp'sclothing, but inwardly they
are ravening wolves...Y e shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapesof thorns, or
figs of thistles?”

When youseeJdolly Old St. Nick at Christmastime saying Ho, ho, hoyoushoud know there
is omething wrong. In your spirit there shoud be aknowing. Thisis nat of God!

If yousee aunry rabhbit going hip, hop, p, hop orEaster Sunday, laying eggs, youshoud
know thereis omething wrong. It does nat take very much intelli genceto knaw that isnot of God.

In some of the Churchestoday, it is said that they have Santa Claus comein to entertain the
children at Christmas time. Other Churches have Easter egg hurts for children at Easter time. Do
they nat know that “fell owship” with the world will hinder the Holy Spirit from working in their
lives.

Satan has many courter operations in the world, bu these shoud na be dlowed in the
Churches of Christians. Christians $roud “Walk in the Light of the Truth of the Word of God” (1
John 15-7). Thisisnat the timeto have fell owship with the worlds s/stem, which is darkness

The Church needsto go ou into the world and “manifest” the true gospel of Jesus Christ.
But, the Church shoud na let theworld comeinto the churches“and manifest” the fal se operations
of the enemy.

Why try the spirits? We nead to know what spirits are operating in ou lives andthelives of
others. It is giritual operations that manifest in the natural. Therefore, that which manifestsin the
natural had its beginning in the spiritual redm.

Let me giveyouan example of anatural manifestationthat had its beginning in the spiritual
redm. A sister in the LORD had adream in January. In her dream she saw herself driving her ca,
crossng an intersedion where the traffic coming from the left was traveling close to fifty miles an
hour. She was at a stop sign and she started to crossthe intersedion when she looked to her |€ft.
Immediately, shesaw a ca comingtoward her and htti ng her car just badk of thedriversdoa. When
the oncoming car struck her car, glassfrom the window was flying in all diredions.

She was fadng the window on her |eft side when the other car hit her car. Glassfrom the
window flew into her faceon the left side, cutting into the aea aiound ter left eye.

She knew inthedrean that it was herself that wasin the acedent. Shewastheoneinthe ca
that the other car hit. She did nahing abou that dream. She did na tell anyone dse & thetime and
just put it off as another dream.

That drean was a spiritual operation. Whether it was God showing her something in the
futurethat the Devil had planned ar not, we do nd know for sure. But onething wedo knaw, it was
aspiritual operationin the spirit redm.

In April of that same yea, that acddent happened (exadly the way she saw it in the dreamn
in January). Had she mme against that dream with the blood d Jesus and in the name of Jesus and
boundany spiritsthat had plansfor that acadent, it would na have taken place Had shetold anyone
who knows abou spiritual operations and hav they use dreams to get others to receve what the
spirits of this world have planned for the future, they could have mme against it for her. Not



understanding spirits, and spiritual operationsin thoughts, dreams, and visions givesthe enemy an
oppatunity to cause thingsto happen in the natural redm.

Wemust try the spiritsin dreams, visions, andthoughtsin ou minds, if it isof God a of the
Devil ?1f it isof the Devil, we must come against it to stopit beforeit manifestsin the natural . Satan
canna manifest in the lives of Christians unless ®meone lets him.

Christians are not of this world. They are born again in Christ Jesus (a part of the body of
Christ). Christians have authority over al the works of the enemy, bu they must use the authority
they have to stop the Devil from doing whatsoever he plansto do.

GodlovesHis children. God will doeverything He canto help His chil dren when they need
help. In this case, when this gster in the LORD was taken to the hospital. They cdled me from the
hospital.

| got to the hospital while shewas dill i nthe energency room being chedked ou. | met her
in the hospital just after she cane down from the emergency room. | did na know anything about
the dream she had urtil after the acedent. Shewas already out of the Hospital and recovered when
she told me of the dream she had in January.

When the doctor came in with the x-rays he examined her facevery closely. Hethen said to
her, “T here areno lroken bores, bu thereisalot of damage. Part of your eyelashismissng, and
part of your eyebrowismissng. Thereisno daceonyour body wherel can get eyebrowsor eye
lashes fromat thistime. All | can dois sw you up and &er it is healed somewhat we cansendyou
to anaher hospital abou 100mil esaway andtheywill be ableto graft in some eyelashesandeye
brows.”

After the doctor |eft the room she said to me, “ We are nat going to accept that are we?” |
said“ No, let'spray!” | began to pray in the Spirit. | must have prayed at least five minutes or more
when she said to me, “ Isthat all you are goingto doispray in the Sgrit?” | said to her, “L et the
Holy Sprit dowhat Hewantsto do? | continued to pray in the Spirit.

After praying in the Spirit for quite some time, words began to come out of my mouth in
English. | beganto say, “ In the name of Jesus| commandthe eyelashesto bethere. In the name of
Jesus | commandthe eyebrows to be there. In the name of Jesus | commandthe tear glandsto be
whale andworking. In the name of Jesus | comnmandthe eyanusclesto beworking properly. Inthe
name of Jesus | command 2020visionin her eyes.” Then, urexpededly these words came out of
my mouth “ And she will bein church on Sundg”

When | heard myself say that, my mind stopped my spirit from praying. | could na believe
in my mind that she would be in Church onSunday. It was abou 6:00pm on Friday at that time.

Foll owing the prayer, they took her up for surgery. Abou 11:00pm the doctor came to me
and said, “ Praise the LORD! The eyebrows and eyelashes were all there. The tear glands were
fine. Everythingwas there, al | hadto dowas sw her up.”

In the Old Testament times, the people were in Adam. They were born of the flesh but nat
born of the Spirit. Jesus sidin John 36, “ That which isborn of theflesh isflesh; and that which
isborn of the Spirit is girit.”

For Christians, Romans 8:9 says, “...ye are not in theflesh, but in the Spirit, if so bethat
theSpirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man havenot the Spirit of Christ, heisnoneof his.”
In 2 Corinthians 5:17 it says, “ Therefore, if any man be in Christ, heis a new creature: old
things are passd away; behold, all things are become new.”



Thereisamajor diff erencebetween theflesh andthe spirit. Adam andall of hisdescendants
were in the flesh. All who are born again, are born again of the Spirit in Christ. This is very
important to understand, for 1 Corinthians 15:22 says, “ For asin Adam all die, even soin Christ
shall all bemadealive.” Which would youwant to do? Do youwant to live, or doyouwant to de?
To live, youmust first be born again in Christ Jesus.

InJohn 36, Jesus said, “...that which isborn of theSpirit is irit.” In 1Peter 1:23it says,
“Being born again, not of corr uptible seed, but of incorr uptible, by the word of God, which
liveth and abideth for ever.” Therefore, we ae born again of the Spirit and the Word in Christ
Jesus.

Being born again of the Word andthe Spirit wemust lean haw to live acording to the Spirit
andthe Word. When we were born into thisworld, wewere born of the flesh. Now that we aeborn
again of the Word and the Spirit we have anew lifein Christ Jesus. It isanew birth into anew life.
This means awhole new way of living.

Christians must lean how to set the old life in the flesh aside and walk after the Spirit and
nat after theflesh. Theflesh (which wasin Adam) must die, andthe Spirit (whichisin Christ Jesus)
must live.

Being that we ae nolonger in Adam, bu in Christ Jesus, we must lean to “ walk after the
Sprit andnot after the flesh.” The flesh has already been condemned to de becaise of sin. But,
Romans 8:1,2tells us, “ Thereistherefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ
Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit...For the law of the Spirit of lifein
Christ Jesushath made mefreefrom thelaw of sin and death.” To befreeof condemnation,we
must walk after the Spirit and nd after the flesh.

Being that we ae till i n thisworld, and still have abody of flesh and bores, our human
nature still wantsto walk after the flesh. Walking after the Spirit isawhoe new way of living.

Wemust lean the diff erencebetween the flesh andthe Spirit. If we say we aewalking after
the Spirit and continue to desire the things of the flesh, we make ourselves aliar. But, hov can we
walk after the Spirit and nd after the flesh if we do nd know how to walk after the Spirit?



Try the Spirits
Part 1

In the Epistle of 1 John 41,2, we ae told haw to “try the spirits.” But, we must start in 1
John,Chapter Oneto understandthe remaining Chapters. Unlessweknow thetrue Spirit, we caana
identify the false spirits.

In 1 John 11-3 we get to knonv who “Christ is.” If we do nd know and understand who
Christis, how can weknow thetruth? Christ isthe Son d God, Who cameintheflesh. By theWord
of God, Jesus was manifest in the flesh.

Christ isthe Son d Godin the Spirit. Jesusisthe Son d God in the flesh. The Son d God
becameflesh so that we auld become born again in the Spirit. Now, that we have receved the Son
of Godand kecaneborn again of theWord of God andthe Spirit of God,we must learn how tolive
in the spirit and nd fulfill t he lusts of the flesh.

Thefirst thingwe neal to understandis 1 John 15-10.1n 1John 15,6it tellsus, “ Thisthen
isthemessage which we haveheard of him, and dedare unto you, that God islight, and in him
isno darknessat all....If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness we
lie, and do not thetruth.” Thewords“light” and* darkness’ are symbdli ¢ of “righteousness’ and
“sin.” Towak inthelight iswalkingin righteousness If wewalk in sinwe aewalkingin darkness

The flesh (being of thisworld), still desiresto walk in darkness The spirit (being of God),
desirestowalk inrighteousness Wededdewhich orewewill follow (will wewalk inrighteousness
or in darknesg?

Being that we still have the flesh with us and we ae still i n thisworld, 1John 17 tell s us,
“But if wewalk in thelight, asheisin thelight, we havefell owship onewith another, and the
blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth usfrom all sin.”

How dowe walk in the light? We ke the LORD’ s two commandments (Mark 1230,3]).
In 1 John 23-5 it says, “And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keg his
commandments...Hethat saith, | know him, and keepeth not hiscommandments, isaliar, and
the truth is not in him...But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God
perfeded: hereby know we that we are in him.”

In1John 26it says, “Hethat saith heabideth in him ought himself also sotowalk, even
as hewalked.” Thisisthe key to walking in the light. Walk as Jesus walked. When we walk as
Jesus walked, we have fell owship with the Father and the Son.

In 1 John2:9-11it says, “Hethat saith heisin thelight, and hateth his brother, isin
darknesseven until now...He that loveth his brother abideth in the light, and thereis none
occasion of stumbling in him...But he that hateth his brother isin darkness and walketh in
darkness and knoweth not whither he goeth, because that darknesshath blinded his eyes.”

“Fell owship” with Godand*“ relationship” to Godaretwo diff erent things. Whenwe aeborn
again of the Spirit andthe Word wereceave “relationship” to God. God kecomes our true Father and
we beaome dildren of God. Many of God's children are walking in darkness (they are out of
fellowship with God). To have fell owship with God, we must walk in thelight asHeisin thelight.
Thisiswhy it is © important that we lean to “try the spirits’ if they are of God?

How dowe try the spirits? Before we can try the spirits that operate in ancther person, we
must be walking in the light ourselves. If we ae not walking in the light as Godisin thelight, then
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we will not be aleto corredly try the spirits.

Inwalking in the li ght, we must understand what it meansto walk in love. For, if we aenat
walking in love, other spirits will operate within us, and cause us to receve false information.

Towalk inlove we neal to uncerstand love. There aetwo major types of love spoken of in
the New Testament, in the Greek. Thereis “agape,” the very love of God that is poured out in our
heat by the Holy Spirit when we ae born again of the Word and the Spirit (Rom. 5:5). Only
Christians have this love.

Thisloveisthefirst of al “thefruit of theSpirit” (Gal. 5:22). Thisisthelovethat istalked
abou and defined in 1 Corinthians 13:4-7, saying “Love sufferslong and iskind; love does not
envy; love does not paradeitself, isnot puffed up...does not behave rudely, does not seek its
own, is not provoked, thinks no evil...does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the
truth...bears all things, believes all things, hopesall things, enduresall things” (NKJV). This
loveis“uncondtional love.” Becauseit is God s love. Not human love.

The other major type of love spoken of inthe New Testament, inthe Greek is“phileo.” This
ishumanlove, “whichiscondtional.” Thisisthetypeof lovetheworld knovsand operatesby. The
world daes nat have God s love. Therefore, they only have human love, “which is condtiona.”

In 1John 26it said,“ Hethat saith heabideth in him ought himself also sotowalk, even
ashewalked.” Some things of importance dou this “agape” loveisasit tellsusin 1 Corinthians
13:4-7,“Lovesufferslong and iskind...” andlove “isnot rude, nor selfish...” When Christians
truly love someone, they are never “rude”’ in the way they do things concerning others. The word
“rude” means “cruel, harsh, a rough in the way we do things.” Therefore, “if we walk as Jesus
walked,” we will never be “cruel, harsh, a rough in the way we do thing concerning others.”

In 1 Corinthians 13:4, it also tellsusthat loveis “not selfish.” The word “selfish” means,
“toomuch concerned with ore' sown welfare or interestsand having littl e or noconcern for others.”
This also means, Christians must not be “selfish.” Which means, “too much concerned with ore’s
own welfare or interests and having littl e or no concern for others.”

Godwill never forceHimself uponsomeone dse. Godwill never dothingsagainst your will .
God s love does nat operate by force andis never rude or selfish. God slove dso “...sufferslong
and iskind...” (1 Cor. 134, NKJV). Therefore God aso “...sufferslong and iskind...” Thisalso
means, Christians must also “suffer long and ke kind’ one toward ancther.

Christians must do as God daes. Christians must wak in the same love God walks in.
Christians “must walk” in God' s “agape” love, na human “phileo” love. God s “agape” loveis a
fruit of the Holy Spirit, which is poured ou into ou heats when we ae born again into the family
of God.

The fruit of the Spirit only operates when we ae walking in the light of the Word of God.
Towak inthelight of theWord of Godwe need the help of the Holy Spirit. Without the Holy Spirit
leading, guiding, comforting, helping, and teading us we caina truly walk in God s love.

In1John 41,2it says, “ Beloved, believenot every spirit, but try thespiritswhether they
are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world...Hereby know ye the
Spirit of God: Every spirit that confessth that JesusChrist iscomein thefleshisof God.” We
try the spirits acerding to their confesgon. If their confesson agrees with the light, then they are
of God. If their confesson agrees with the darkness then they are not of God. Light and darkness
are symbalic words, therefore, we must bring them into the adual meaning by saying, “ If their



confesson agrees with righteousness then they are of God. If their confesson dsagrees with
righteousness then theyare not of God.”

Whatsoever isnot of God,isof the Devil. In 1John 38t tellsus, “ Hethat committeth sin
isof thedevil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning...” Therefore, whatsoever is not of God
is gn. For the Devil sinned from the beginning.

All sinisof the Devil. But the LORD has given us power over all the power of the Devil. In
Luke10:19,Jesus sid, “ Behold, | giveunto you power totread on serpentsand scor pions, and
over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you.”

To be dfedivein operating in this power, we must nat hinder the flow of the power of God
in ou lives. Therefore, we must walk in the light, and nd in darkness Then we can release the
power of Godwithin usto destroy the works of the Devil . To dothis, we must understand spiritsand
spiritual operations.

Spirits canna be seen with the natural eyes, bu their effed can be known by the endresults
they bring. Words are spirit, bu they are not spirits. Spirits produce words, that producethoughts,
that control what is said. Spirits work by both words and thowghts. Therefore, bath words and
thoughts are spiritual operations.

We areto control the thoughts that come to ou minds. By controlli ng our thoughts we will
control the spiritsthat try to get usto walk in darknessand nd in thelight. In 2 Corinthians 10:3-5
it says, “ For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after theflesh:...(For the weapons of
our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong
holds;)...Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the
knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedienceof Christ.”

We cannat try the spirits if we do nd first bring our thoughts into agreament with “ Christ”
(Who dwellsin ws). Christ is the anainting of the Holy Spirit within ou spirit. Christ means “the
Anointed One.” Jesus becane “Christ” when God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit.”

The anointed One dwells in us (in our spirit by the power of the Holy Spirit). Thisis a
spiritual operationfrom our spirit, na anatural operationfrom our flesh. Wedo nd naturally bring
al ou thowghtsinto subjedionto the Spirit of Christ that dwell sin us. We need the help of the Holy
Spirit to dothis. Therefore, we must lean to walk in the light that the Holy Spirit is not hindered
from teading, leading, guiding, comforting, and relping us in every areaof our lives.

We canna effedively try the spirits operating in ancther person urtil we havefirst tried the
spiritsthat aretrying to control our lives. If the spirits of thisworld are @ntrolli ng our lives, we ae
walking in darknessand we will nat be ale to identify the spirits that are operating in the li ves of
others. Wemust first control our thoughts by walkingintheli ght, beforewe cantake control of other
spiritsinthelives of others. Jesus said, “...first cast out thebeam out of thine own eye; and then
shalt thou see dearly to cast out the mote out of thy brother'seye” (Matt. 7:5).

Do na judge other people. Jesus sid in Matthew 7:1,2 “Judge not, that ye be not
judged...For with what judgment yejudge, yeshall bejudged: and with what measure yemete,
it shall bemeasured to you again.” Theword “judge,” sometimes means, “to try, for the purpose
of condemning ancther.”

Christians are under aNew Covenant, which is established uponlove. Godislove (1 John
4.8). Love never condemns anyone. God rever condemns anyone. A person condemns himself
“...beause he hath not believed in the name of the only begatten Son of God” (John 318).



If we believe “...in the name of the only begotten Son of God,” then we shoud try the
spirits, if they are of God.When we know the spiritsthat are antrolli ng the person, we shoud come
against that spirit in the name of Jesus. That spirit shoud be overcome by the power of the Holy
Spirit working in us and through us.

Thisiswhy it is important to try the spirits (1 John 41). Wemust love the people, bu nat
the spiritsthat try to control people.

In John 3161t says, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” Thisisthelove
of God that shoud be operating in every Christian. What God hes dore for usin Christ Jesus, we
shoud also desireto be dorein the lives of everyone.

Try the spiritsthat cause othersto dothingswhich arenot of God. Then, set them freeby the
power of the Blood d Jesus Christ, as the Blood d Jesus has aready set us fred

We must overcome the world, just as Jesus overcame the world. We must walk with God,
just as Jesus walked with God.

To wak with God, we must try the spirits that try to control people, starting with the spirits
that try to control what we do ouselves. Then try the spiritsto set othersfreeof all operations of the
spirits of thisworld.

For more detail ed information on“ Try the Spirits,” get Part 2, and all succealing partsto this
series. Go to ou Web sites at:

www. handsforjesus.cc
www. handsforjesus.org
Download all the books youwish. They are dl freeby downloading from our Web sites.



