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Introduction

Thismini-book,”“ Try the Spirits, Part 2" isa continuation d Part 1. If you have not read
Part 1, it would be goodif youwould get a cpy andrea it first.

In 1John 41 it says, “ Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spiritswhether they
are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into theworld.”

Jesus said in Matthew 7:15,16,“ Beware of false prophets, which cometo yau in sheg's
clothing, but inwardly they are raveningwolves...Y e shall know them by their fruits. Do men
gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles?”

Why try the spirits? We need to know what spirits are operating in ou lives andthelives of
others. All natural operations aretheresults of spiritual operations. Therefore, that which manifests
in the natural had its beginning in the spiritual redm.

God,whois Spirit, creaed al things. In the beginning all things exist in the spiritual redm.
The natural redm came a aresult of what God dd in the beginning.

Beforetherewasaheasen andan eath, therewas GOD. Godis girit, andtherefore Genesis
1:1telsus, “Inthebeginning God created theheaven and the earth.” Inthe aedion d al things
John1:1,2tellsus, “InthebeginningwastheWord, and theWord waswith God, and theWord
wasGod...Thesamewasin thebeginningwith God.” By thiswe seethat theWord of God,which
isalso cdled “the Son d God’ was with God right from the beginning. We dso knaw that Godis
triune. That is, God isthreepersonsin ore. In 1John 57 it says, “ For there are three that bear
record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and thesethree are one.”

Onceweunderstandtheseimportant fadsconcerning God,thenwe cango onand understand
the written Word of God in bah retural things and spiritual things. If we do nd understand bdh,
the natural things and the spiritual things, we will never understand anything of importancein ou
lives.

For those who telievein God, Whoisthe aeaor of al things, it isimportant that they also
understand natural things and spiritual things. For, everything we seein the natural redm is
controlled by the spiritual redm.

All over this credion, there ae spirits, which are not God, bu creaed by God. Angels are
spirits, which are aeaed by God and they do exist throughout creaion. Angels are in heaven, on
eath, as well as between heaven and eath. Angels are everywhere, bu normally we caana see
angelswith ou natural eyes. Thereasonwenormally canna see angelswith ou natural eyesisthat
our natural eyes are natural, na spiritual.

Our natural eyes are made of physicd elements, which come from the eath. Therefore, that
which came from the eath is eathly in nature. Earthly things are natural things, whereas heavenly
things are spiritual (meaning not eathly, of this eath).

Being that everything had its beginning with God whois Spirit, spiritual things have power
over natural things. The Spiritual things came first, and God whois Spirit, creaed natural things.

Before God creaed the eath, and eathly things, God creded angels and heavenly things.
When God creded angels and heavenly things, He aeaed multitudes of angels, which are
unnumberable. Revelation 511says, “ And | beheld, and | heard thevoiceof many angelsround
about the throne and the beasts and the dders: and the number of them was ten thousand
timesten thousand, and thousands of thousands.” All the angelsalongwith beastsandthe dders



are uncourtable.

There arethingsthat we do nd know concerning the aeaion d spiritsandeathly credures.
But, what God hesreveded to uswe do knav. We know that there werethreeindividual angelsthat
were creaed in the beginning. Therewas Michad, Gabriel, and Lucifer. Each o thesethree angels
were over multitudes of other angels and heavenly spiritual beings.

Thereare dsointhehearensdemons, which God dd na speaficdly tell uswherethey came
from. But they do exist, and they are under the mntrol of Satan, the Devil, who at one time was
Lucifer (Isa. 1412, Rev. 20.2).

Understanding this, we must now obey the LORD and dowhat it tell s us in the Scriptures.
Satan, andthedemonsare “spirits.” They do have spiritual powersgredaer than man. Y et, the LORD
has given Christians power over the Devil and his demons (Luke 10:19). The power we have over
the Devil and hisdemons, isnat our power, bu the power of God, whichisunder the control of the
Holy Spirit here on eath.

To operate in that power over the Devil and h's demons (which we have been given by the
LORD), we must be in cooperation with the Holy Spirit.

The Holy Spirit inspired men over the ages to write the Scriptures and from the Scriptures
we have what we cdl the Bible. The Biblewasinspired by the Holy Spirit, but men did the writing.
To uncerstand the Bible (Scriptures), we must get our information from the Holy Spirit, na from
men. Jesus sid, “It iswritten in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of God...” (John
6:45). Jesusaso saidinJohn 1613,“ Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, iscome, hewill guide
you into dl truth: for heshall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he
speak: and hewill shew you thingsto come.” TheHoly Spirit isthe Spirit of Truth.In 1John 227
it says, “ But theanointing which ye have receved of him abideth in you, and ye need not that
any man teach you: but asthe same anointing teacheth you of all things, and istruth, and is
no lie, and even asit hath taught you, ye shall abidein him.” The anainting is the Holy Spirit
Himself that abides in every Christian that has receved the Baptism in the Holy Spirit with the
evidence of spe&king in tongues (Acts 1:4,5,8 2:4).

Therefore, it isvery important that Christians be taught by the Holy Spirit and nd by men.
Men are used by the Holy Spirit to bring our attention to things written in the Scriptures. But, God
determines what we will | ean acording to what the Scriptures reved.

God hasretained theright to reved thingsto whomsoever Hewill , na to whomsoever thinks
he head from God. Therefore it tellsusin 1 Corinthians 2:11-14, “ For what man knoweth the
things of a man, savethe spirit of man which isin him? even so thethings of God knoweth no
man, but the Spirit of God...Now we have receved, not the spirit of theworld, but the spirit
which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God...Which
things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy
Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual thingswith spiritual...But thenatural man receveth not
thethings of the Spirit of God: for they are fodishnessunto him: neither can he know them,
becausethey are spiritually discerned.”

Whenweunderstandwhat iswritten herein 1Corinthians 2:11-14 dusmany other Scripture
verses, we can then understand haw that Godis gill i n control of all spiritual and retural things, in
heaven and oneath.

If we do not understand God and spiritual things, we will easily be deceved by spirits



operating al around s. Our battleinthislifeisnot against flesh and Hood(nat against people), bu
against the Devil and his demons. Ephesians 6:12 says, “ For we wrestle not aganst flesh and
blood, but aganst principalities, aganst powers, aganst the rulers of the darknessof this
world, aganst spiritual wickednessin high places.”

The spiritual powers of darknessand wickednessoperate through people. They control the
minds of peoplewho permit them to have ntrol intheir minds. Thisiswhy, we aetold,“ Beloved,
believe not every spirit, but try the spiritswhether they are of God..” (1 John 41).

Withou the written Word of God and the Holy Spirit within uswe caina effedively “try
the Spirits.” We must first know the written Word of God and the Holy Spirit before we can “try
the spiritsif they are of God.”

Many false prophets have goneinto theworld, controll ed by other spirits, and havedeceved
many. Many false prophets and ahers who claim to be hearing from God have deceved many
Christians. We must know the truth before we can try the false dfedively.

What shoud be the most important thing in ou lives, is that we establish and maintain
relationship andfell owship with God. That we* Set your aff edion on thingsabove, not on things
on the erth” (Col. 3:2).

Thegreaest deceptioninthe Body of Christ is seeking thethingsof thisworld (1 John 215
17). The spirits of thisworld are out to stop us from having relationship and fell owship with God.
When you knaw the truth, it will be eaier to try the spiritsif they are of God, a of the Devil.

In 1John 58it says, “ And thereare threethat bear witnessin earth, the Spirit, and the
water (Word), and theblood: and thesethreeagreein one.” We must be cetain that everything
we believe and doagrees with these threewitnesses.

Try the Spirits
Part 2

It is very interesting when we seewhat has been happening throughou the Church ages. It
tookyeasbeforetheBibleswehavetoday were establi shed in sixty-six separatebooksfrom Genesis
through Revelation. Y et, for yeas now, the dhurch has had the same booksin their Bibles, with the
same information contained in ead book.

We muld say that courtlessmilli ons of Christians have studied and taught from the Bible
we have today. What the Holy Spirit inspired to be written for the most part is ill recorded in the
Hebrew and Greek text. Some have diff erent versions of Hebrew and Greek text, yet the inspired
Word is gill avail able to anyone who desires to “ Seach the Scriptures’ and knaw the truth.

Thetrying of the spirits sansto be one subjed that very few Christians understand. There
is orething for sure @ou Christianity, that is, we will al facethe LORD onthe last day, and we
will be judged acording to what is written in the Books. Revelation 2012 says, “And | saw the
dead, small and great, stand before God; and the bookswere opened: and another book was
opened, which isthe book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were
written in the books, according to their works.”

Spe&king of this same day, Jesus sid, “ And if any man hear my words, and believe not,
| jJudgehim not: for | camenot tojudgetheworld, but to savetheworld...Hethat rejedeth me,
and receveth not my words, hath onethat judgeth him: theword that | have spoken, thesame
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shall judgehimin thelast day” (John 1247,48. | believeit isnaot just the words Jesus goke out
of Hismouth duing the yeas He was here oneath, bu al that iswritten in the Bible. For, aimost
everything Jesus sid is oken of more than orcethroughou the Bible.

Thereisalot that Jesus sid, andisrecrded in the Bible that should convince us to study
the Scripturesto be surewe ae doing what the LORD told usto do.For an example, in Revelation
3:4,5,Jesus sid, “ Thou hast afew nameseven in Sardiswhich havenot defiled their gar ments;
and they shall walk with mein white: for they are worthy...Hethat overcometh, the same shall
be clothed in white raiment; and | will not blot out hisname out of thebodk of life, but I will
confesshis name before my Father, and before hisangels.”

[, for one, am moreinterested in kegoing my name written in the Book d Life, than | am in
anything thisworld hasto offer. Why not be adoer of the Word, rather than ahearer only? Why not
dowhat the Word of Godtellsusto do,and then we will rgjoicein heaven onthat last day.

It seans deceptionisvery high in many churches when we start trying the Spiritsacrding
totheWord of God.Asan example, James 3:14-16says, “ But if ye havebitter envying and strife
in your hearts, glory not, and lie not aganst the truth...This wisdom descendeth not from
above, but isearthly, sensual, devili sh...For where envying and strifeis, thereisconfusion and
every evil work.” When we see this going on in the durches, we ought to know there ae evil
spirits operating in these dhurches.

If God canna have fellowship with evil spirits, why do Christians continue to have
fellowship with these evil spirits? Unlesswe try the spirits acording to what we ae told in the
Scriptures, we will easily be deceved and could passbly be headed in the wrong diredionin ou
lives.

We have agred advantage over all those who have come before us. We have the complete
Bible, and alot of information onthe saintswho have gone before us. Thereisalot of information
avail ableto us, concerning thosewho have had grea anaintingsontheir lives, and have gone astray,
following deceving spirits. If we do nd try the spirits, we could also be decaved by spiritua
operations which are not of God.

InMatthew 24:11,Jesustold us, “ many falseprophets sall rise, and shall decavemany.”
In 2 ThessAlonians 2:3, it says, “ L et no man deceve you by any means: for that day shall not
come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of
perdition.” In 1Timothy 4:1,it says, “ Now the Spirit speaketh expresdy, that in thelatter times
some shall depart from the faith, giving heal to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils.” In
2 Peter 2:1, it says, “ But there were false prophets also anong the people, even as there shall
befalseteachersamong you, who privily shall bringin damnable heresies, even denying the
Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves awift destruction.” We wuld go onand on
in the New Testament looking at al the warnings concerning Christians who have gone the wrong
way.

| believe, we must try the spirits, that we aenot takenin by their deception. Heavenisworth
more than anything thiseath hasto dffer. Therefore, let usdowhat we aetold to doin 1John 41,
“Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spiritswhether they are of God: because many
false prophets are gone out into theworld.”

Itisvery important that we “try the spirits,” for Godwantsto have control in ou lives, and
nat some other spirit. But God daes not control by forceor any other means. Godislove, and God



works by love in drawing people to Himself, that He can set them freeof al demonic forces that
want to control mankind.

When Christians permit other spirits to come between them and God, they hinder the Holy
Spirit from working in their lives. By the anourt of control a person gives anather spirit, Godis
limited from pouring out His love uponthem.

From the beginning of the aedaion d man uponthis eath, God's desire was to have
fell owship and relationship with man. Therefore, the LORD God creaed man in His own likeness
andimage (Gen. 1.26,27).

Godisnat a cntrolli ng spirit. God daesnot force anyoneto doanything. God alwaysworks
in love, for Godislove (1 John 48). Therefore, the LORD God danted a garden in Eden. In the
garden there was the treeof life and the treeof knowledge of goodand evil (Gen. 28,8). Thetree
of lifewould have given man eternad life with God forever. But the treeof knowledge of goodand
evil would cause two deahs to come upon mankind (physicd deah o the physicd body and
spiritual deah of theliving soul).

Adam and Eve had a dhoice between the treeof life and the treeof knowledge of goodand
evil. The serpent tempted Eveto ed of thetreeof knowledge of goodandevil, andshedid ea. Then
shegaveto Adam to ea of thetreeof knowledge of goodandevil and hedid ed also. By the dhoice
that Adam and Eve made, sin and two deahs came uponmankind that day. Satan gained accessin
thelivesof mankind by infleding thoughtsin the minds of people and also infleding deformities,
sickness and dsease in the physicd bodes of people.

God is love, and God loves mankind whom He aeaed in His own likeness and image,
therefore, the LORD proclaimed that He would comeinto theworld, ban of awoman and set those
whowould obey Him freeof the works of the Devil. In Genesis 3:15it says, “1 will put enmity
between theeand thewoman, and between thy seed and her sedd; it shall bruisethy head, and
thou shalt bruise hished.” Thisisthe beginning of the Gospel that is preaded throughou the
Bible, espeaally the New Testament.

Satan had gained accessto mankindthrough man’s soul and bod. But Godis gill GODand
Hislove for mankindis dill the same. God rever changes.

Godwantsto be Godin ou lives, and daesnot desire that Satan have any control over what
man does. Therefore, Jesus gave usthe answer on haw to befreeof Satan’scontrol over usby saying
in John 831,32,“...1f ye continuein my word, then are ye my disciplesindeeal...And ye shall
know thetruth, and thetruth shall makeyou free.”

God and His Word are one (John 1.3. The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit are one (1
John5:7). God daesnot desire that there would be ay other god between man and God. God wants
to bein control of everything we do, bu nat by force, bu by love.

If welookat the history of mankind,wewill seehow that Satan hastried to control what man
does. First Satan got Adam and Eve (Gen. 21-17). Then Satan got Cain, the firstborn son d Adam
andEve (Gen. 41-12). Eventuall y everyone other than Noah wasunder the control of Satan, andthe
floodcame asthe LORD had spoken (Gen. 6.1-22; 7:1-12). At that time, only eight soulswere saved
and everyone dse died in theflood.

We can foll ow these examples throughout the Bible, whereby God dd all He wuld to save
and deliver those whoreceved Him acwrding to HisWord. Those whofoll owed cther spiritswere
destroyed by the Devil, and his demons. Godis not the destroyer of people. Satan has the power of



sin and ceah. In 1 John 38, it tells us, “He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil
sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might
destroy theworks of the devil.” In Hebrews 2:14 it says, “ Forasmuch then asthe children are
partakersof flesh and blood, healso himself likewisetook part of thesame; that thr ough death
he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil.”

We must try the spiritsto know if they are of God? For Satan has caused many within the
churches to follow his ways, whereby there is every work of evil manifesting in many Churches
today. The Apostle Paul wrotein 1Corinthians3:1-3,“ And I, brethren, could not speak unto you
asunto spiritual, but asunto carnal, even asunto babesin Christ...I havefed you with milk,
and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not ableto bear it, neither yet now are ye able...For
yeare yet carnal: for whereasthereisamong you envying, and strife, and divisions, are yenot
carnal, and walk as men?”

James 3:14-16, says, “ But if ye have bitter envying and strifein your hearts, glory not,
and lienot against thetruth...Thiswisdom descendeth not from above, but isearthly, sensual,
devilish...For where envying and strifeis, thereis confusion and every evil work.”

In trying the spirits, we must seeif Godisin control, or people, whom Satan usesto cause
envy, strife, divisions, and works of evil. The Body of Christ is one body. When Christians are
divided by doctrines of men, the Holy Spirit islimited asto hav much He can dowithin the body
of Christ.

We need to havefell owship orewith anaother within the body of Christ. But true fell owship
begins with fell owship with the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. God must befirst in ou lives
in everything we do. Before the Apostle Johnmentioned “try the spirits’ he made it clea, we must
have fell owship with God (1 John 11-1:3:24).

First we must establi sh ou fell owship with God keforewe can try the spirits. Satanisout to
destroy all that God hes planned for our lives. If we submit to the works of the Devil, God cannat
set us free We must first submit to the leading of the Holy Spirit, before God can help us.

The Father and the Son have sent the Holy Spirit to be our Teader, and to help, guide,
comfort, andleal usin every areaof our lives. Before the Apostle Johnmentioned “try the spirits,”
hewrotein 1John 227,“...the anointing which ye have receved of him abideth in you, and ye
need not that any man teach you: but asthe same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is
truth, and isnolie, and even asit hath taught you, ye shall abidein him.”

God's gredest desire for man is that we have relationship with God through the new birth
(eding of thetreeof life). Thisnew birth established usin relationship to God, whereby Godis our
true Father and we ae His true dhildren ban again of the Word and the Spirit (John 36, 1 Peter
1:23).

Included in God s greaest desire for man isthat we have fell owship with God, whereby He
will be our God and we will be His people (Jer. 31:33,34 2 Cor. 6:17,18.

God aways wanted aone-on-one rel ationship andfell owship with manwhom He aeded in
Hisown likenessandimage. Many haveturned away from Godto foll ow others, andlet otherscome
between them and God. Only when we have true fell owship with God will we be ale to try the
spirits that manifest in the Churches today.

What is happening among many Christians today is the same & what was goken of in the
bookof Jude. Thingshavenat changed over theyeas, Godis gill Godand Satanis gill Satan. Every



Christian must listen to their spirit and be led, guided, comforted, helped, and taught by the Holy
Spirit if they are to fulfill t he plan of God for their lives here on eath.

If wewilli ngly submit ourselvesto foll ow thase whoareled by ancther spirit, wewill hinder
the Holy Spirit from working in ou lives acording to the plan and pupaose God hes for ead ore
of usindividualy. God s thowghts and God s ways are not the same & man’s thoughts and man’s
ways. In Isaiah 558,9it says, “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways
my ways, saith the LORD...For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways
higher than your ways, and my thoughtsthan your thoughts.”

We neal to betaught by Godto knawv HisthoughtsandHisways, andthen foll ow theleading
of the Holy Spirit in everything we do.

Until we know God sthoughts, and God s ways, we will easily be decaved into foll owing
ancther spirit. There is only one Spirit we ae to follow, and that is the Holy Spirit. If we ae not
foll owing the Holy Spirit we will not be aleto rightly “try the spiritsif they are of God?’

Heaven is a beautiful wonderful placeto spend eternity, bu not everyone will go their. It
shoud be our greaest desireto dothe will of God here on eath and then inherit eternity in heaven
with God. Hell is reserved for thase who follow the Devil, and hs demons. The chaiceis ours,
heaven o hell, whichever we dhocse by whom we submit ourselves to whil e here on eath.

Love, grace and mercy are avail able from God for everyone who will repent and oley the
LORD. Disobeying the LORD could lea to submitting to the wrong spirits. Romans 6:16 says,
“Know yenot, that to whom yeyield your selves ervantsto dbey, his ervantsyeare to whom
ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedienceunto righteousness?”

We canna forsake the leading of the Holy Spirit to foll ow anather spirit. The Bible reveds
the right way and the wrong way in which people go. There is an anainting of the Holy Spirit for
those who are dhosen by God to dothe will of God here on eath. Everyone is chosen by God to
operatein sometype of anainting, empowered by the Holy Spirit. But not everyone @ntinuesin the
diredion God hes planned for their lives.

Lookat Balaan asone example. Balaan wasatrue prophet. All of hisprophedesweretrue.
But Balaan was deceved and foll owed ancther spirit in hislater days. What the Scriptures haveto
say about Balaan’'s last days does not look good at all. In 2 Peter 2:15 it says, “W hich have
forsaken the right way, and are gone astray, following the way of Balaam the son of Bosor,
who loved the wages of unrighteousness” There ae wages of righteousnessand there ae wages
of urrighteousness Our reward isacarding to theworkswedo. Everyonewill bejudged acording
to their works which are written in the books which contain ou names on that last day (Rev.
20:12,13.

Thereport given by Peter in 2Peter 2:15-22,isthat it would have been better for Balaam,
andthase whofoll ow hisexample, if they had never known the way of righteousness then to depart
fromit. In 2 Peter 2:20,21it says, “For if after they have escaped the poll utions of the world
through theknowledgeof theL ord and Saviour JesusChrist, they are agan entangled therein,
and overcome, thelatter end iswor sewith them than thebeginning.. For it had been better for
them not to haveknown theway of righteousness than, after they haveknown it, toturn from
the holy commandment delivered unto them.”

Jesus mentioned Balaam in Revelation 214, saying, “ But | haveafew thingsaganst thee
beause thou hast there them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a



stumblingblock before the dhildren of Israel, to eat things sacrificed untoidols, and to commit
fornication.”

Christians can have agrea anointing from the LORD. But, if they do nd try the spirits, they
caneaslly bedecaved like Balaan wasandtheir end could besimil ar to that spoken of Balaan. The
wages of unrighteousnessare nat worth more than ou positionin heaven.

In Colossans 3:1,2we aetold, “ If yethen be risen with Christ, seek thosethingswhich
are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God...Set your affedion on thingsabove,
not on thingson the earth.” Evidently, Balaam looked at the wages of unrighteousnessrather than
the things God had planned for man from the foundition d the world.

We must kegp ou heat, mind, and soul focused uponGod and His plan for our lives. We
must see things from God's point of view, nad man’s point of view. God sees the end from the
beginning and always triesto bring usto seeHis desirefor us eternally. God knovswhat Satan has
planned and hav he goes abou to acomplish his plan.

By trying the spirits, we can knowv what is of God and what isnot of God. In Galatians 5:25
it says, “1f welivein the Spirit, let usalsowalk in the Spirit.” To walk in the Spirit we must be
led by the Holy Spirit, na the spirits of this world. If we do nd try the spirits, we will easily be
deceved by thase whom the Devil usesto control our lives.

Placethe Holy Spirit in control of everything you do.Do nd submit to any other spirit or you
may limit what the Holy Spirit can doin your life.

For more detail ed information on®“ Try the Spirits,” get all succealing partsto this sries.
Go to ou Web sites at:

www.handsforjesus.cc
www.handsforjesus.org



