in the
LIGHT

“imi B
Fart )

]
=

- o
e, A
.-.-'i__. Eeall

MR L RN

Statement of Agreament, and condtions of use.
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Introduction

In 1John 17it says, “ But if wewalk in thelight, asheisin thelight, we havefell owship
one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth usfrom all sin.” There ae
many times when Christians real certain verses of the Bible that they do nd take into accoun the
oppasiteof what certain Scriptureversesare saying. Wemust consider both what the statement made
is geaing of aswell aswhat elseit is sying. That is, what if wedo nd “walk in thelight?”

Acoording to 1 John 17, the blood d Jesus Christ only cleanses us from all sin when we
walk in the light. Many Christians are decaved by not considering the complete message certain
Scripture verses are saying. Therefore, we must get complete understanding of the Bible, by taking
into acourt al that is said concerning certain Scripture verses.

Itisalso necessary for Christiansto consider the subjed matter of theversethey are studying.
We cana take only one verse of Scripture and make it say what we want it to say. We must keep
it within the context of that which it is geaking of.

There is more to studying the Scriptures, to know the Truth, then just reading what we see
incertain versesintheBible. It is © important that we get a dea understanding of theWord of God,
that we do nd beame deceaved by the teadings of men.

It would be helpful for Christiansif they knew how to study the Scriptures? And nd just read
them. Therefore, a Mini-Book has been written, titled, “ Study the Scriptures, Part 1,” by Merle
E. Koepke. This Mini-Book is avalable by downloading from our Web sites, at
www. handsforjesus.cc and www. handsforjesus.org.

In the Epistle of 1 John, we neal to understand the subjed of this Epistle, then we can
understandwhat it says? Therefore, inthefirst versethe Apaostle Johnmakes mention d the subjed
of this Epistle. It says, “ That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we
have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the
Word of life” (1 John 11). The subjed of this complete Epistleis” The Word of Life.”

What many Christians have not known isthat the Greek word used for “ life,” is“zoe.” Zoe,
isspiritual life (lifeinthe Spirit). Thereisanather Greek word used for “ life” inthe New Testament,
whichis*“psuche.” Psucheisnatura life (thelife wereceved when we were born into this world).

Only God and Christians have “zoe.” Therefore, thiswhole Epistle of 1 Johnisnaot written
to thase who are nat Christians. It isonly written to Christians who are born again of the Word o
God and the Spirit of God (1 Peter 1:23, John 36,7).

It is beli eved that the Apaostle Johnwrote the Gospel of John tefore he wrote the Epistles of
John. Therefore, the Gospel of Johnhad aready been made known to those to whom the Epistles
of Johnwerewritten. The Epistlesof Johnwere not written to establi sh dactrine, but to corred error,
which had come into the dhurches after they had already known the truth by the preading of the
Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Evidently, there had already been error taught in the churches at the time the Apastle John
wrote the Epistles of John.Some may have beli eved that oncethey were born again, all they needed
to dowaswait until Jesusreturnsandthey would automaticdly goto heaven. Therefore, the Epistles
of Johnwere written to corred that error.

We must be very careful that we do nd let ourselves get taken in by error, and nd obey the
LORD inwhat was arealy made known to usin the Gospels. The LORD gave us commandments,



that we shoud oley? Jesus oke of these mmmandments a number of timesin the Gospels.

Inthe Gospel of John,Jesus said,“ A new commandment | giveunto you, That yeloveone
another; as | haveloved you, that yealso love oneanother.” (John 1334). Againin John 1415,
Jesus said, “ If yelove me, kegp my commandments.” Then in John 1421, Jesus sid, “ He that
hath my commandments, and kegpeth them, heit isthat loveth me: and hethat loveth meshall
beloved of my Father, and | will | ove him, and will manifest myself to him.”

Most of theinformationwritteninthefirst Epistle of Johnis gpe&king of thiscommandment
that Jesus gave to those who are born again Christians. Where Jesus sid, “ A new commandment
| giveunto you, That yeloveone another; as | haveloved you, that ye also love one another.”
(John13:34). When this commandment is not obeyed, Christians get into error and many are taken
in the snare of the Devil .

Aswego dovnin 1John 12-4, Johnwas making sure that the readers of his Epistle know
who he was writing abou, which is Jesus Christ (the manifest “Word of God’). Johnwrote the
purpose for this Epistle, which is, “...that ye also may have fellowship with us. and truly our
fellowship iswith the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.”

Thisisimportant to uncerstand. For there aetwo dff erent pasitionsthat Christians havein
eternal life. Thefirst positionis“relationship” to God. Relationship to God is establi shed when we
are born again into the family of God by a new birth. Jesus said, “ That which isborn of theflesh
isflesh; and that which isborn of the Spirit is irit” (John 36). In the new birth, we become
born again o the Spirit, into the family of God. To maintain this new birth, we must have
“fellowship” with God.

It is passble for Christians to lose their pasition d “relationship” to God in the body of
Christ, and spend eternity in hell. The Apostle John aso reveded that to us in the book d
Revelation. (SeeRevelation 33-5).

For moreinformation onRevelation 33-5, get theMini-Book,“ TheBook of Life, Part 1,”
written by Merle E. Koepke. This book can be downloaded fredy from our Web sites at
www.handsforjesus.cc and www.handsforjesus.org.



WALK IN THE LIGHT

Weareintheworld, but not of theworld (John 1716). Being in theworld, we must keegp up
our fellowship with the Father and the Son, that Satan does not get an advantage over us.

We weretold already in Genesis 2:17, nd to ed of the treeof knowledge of goodand evil .
When Adam and Eve disobeyed the LORD God and ate of the treeof knowledge of goodand evil
sinand ceah entered into mankind. This snand ceah remained in all human beingsfrom birthinto
thisworld urtil they become born again of the Spirit and the Word. Jesus, making mention d this
inJohn 36,7,said, “ That which isborn of theflesh isflesh; and that which isborn of the Spirit
is girit...Marvel not that | said unto thee Yemust be born agan.”

The only way to overcomethe sin and deah that came uponmankindin the garden of Eden
is by first beaoming born again of the Spirit and the Word. This new birthisanew beginning for all
who believe in Jesus Christ as their LORD and Savior. When we ae born again, anew lifein the
Spirit begins. The old lifein the flesh is dill with us, being that we ae still i n thisworld. It isthis
old lifein the flesh that needs to be overcome to maintain ou “relationship” to God.

Satanis gill thegod o thisworld. Aslong aswe aein thisworld, we neal to befreeof the
works of the Devil. In 1John 38it tellsus, “ Hethat committeth sin isof thedevil; for the devil
sinneth fromthebeginning...” IntheModernKing JamesV ersionit makesthisclea, whereit says,
“Hewho practices snisof the Devil, for the Devil sinsfrom thebeginning...” Thisisalso made
clea in 1John 18,10,whereit tell sus, everyone does sn. But thasewho continually livein sin are
foll owing the Deuvil.

Sin separatesusfrom “fell owship” with God.Withou “fell owship” with Godthe Father and
the Son,theblood d Jesus Christ canna cleanse usfrom sin. Livingin sin pususright bad under
thelaw of sin and deah, that Jesus cameto set us freeof.

In Romans 8:1,2, the Apostle Paul wrote of the freedom we shoud be living in. It says,
“Thereistherefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not
after theflesh, but after the Spirit...For thelaw of the Spirit of lifein Christ Jesushath made
me free from thelaw of sin and death.”

Notice something in Romans 8:2, where it says, “...the law of the Spirit of lifein Christ
Jesus hath made mefree from the law of sin and death.” The Apostle Paul was freeof the law
of sin and deah, because he walked after the Spirit and nd after the flesh. Paul did na say all
Christians are freeof thelaw of sin and deah. Only those “ who walk after the Spirit and not after
the flesh.”

Itisimportant to uncerstandthat with every promise of Godthereisa mndtionattached. We
must uncerstand the condti onsfirst, then fulfill al the condtions. Then the promiseswill manifest
in our lives. If we do nat obey the commandments of the LORD, we caana fulfill the condtions
necessary to receve the promises.

The Apostle Paul in Romans 8:1-8 is talking abou the same thing that Apostle Johnis
writingin 1John 15-7. We must have fell owship with the Father and the Sonto be deansed from
al sin. The Apostle Paul said, we must “walk after the Spirit,” to befreeof thelaw of sinand deah.

Inbathinstances, it revedsto usthat “if wewalk in darkness” theblood d Jesus Christ will
nat cleanseusfromall sin (1 John 15-7). If we* walk after theflesh,” wewill not be freeof thelaw
of sin and ceah (Rom. 8:1-8).



Therefore, to walk after the Spirit or to walk in the light, we must do something ourselves.
God gives us the adility to do,whatsoever Hetellsusto do.But, it isupto eat of usindividually
to be doers of the Word and nd heaersonly. In James 1:21,22it says, “W herefore lay apart all
filthinessand superfluity of naughtiness and recavewith meenessthe engrafted word, which
isableto save your souls...But be ye doers of theword, and not hearers only, deceving your
own selves.” Here again, there is a condtion attadhed to the saving of our souls. That is, we must
“be doers of the Word, not hearersonly.”

Itis sad, to say theleast, that many Christianstoday do nd study their Biblesfor themselves.
They let some other individual, who claims to be “cdled of God,” tell them what they shoud o
shoud na do. God always wanted to have aone-on-one relationship and fell owship with man.

In Genesis, Chapter One and Two, the LORD God creaed man with the aility to have
“fellowship” with God.But, “relationship” with God could oy come by eaing of the Treeof Life,
which wasin the midst of the garden of Eden. Adam and Eve disobeyed the LORD God, and ate of
the treeof knowledge of goodand evil, rather than the Treeof Life. This prevented mankind from
establi shing “relationship” with God urtil after Jesus came and paid the pricefor sin with Hisown
blood, ly His deah and resurredion from the dead.

First Jesus paid the pricewith HisBlood,then He aose ayain from thedead. Then, mankind
could become born again of the Spirit and the Word and establish “relationship” with God. All the
way from Adam and Eve, God continued to seek “fell owship” withman, dedaring “ theL amb slain
from the foundation of theworld” (Rev. 138).

It is wonderful to know that God is Love (1 John 48). God loved man so much that He
dedared “the Lamb dlain from the foundation of theworld” (Rev. 138). Therefore, many who
believed God, were dready counted as children of God, even before Jesus came and paid the price
of our redemption onthe adossof Calvary.

GodisGOD, andHeisthe Credor of al things. God creaed Lucifer, whoisnow Satan, the
Devil. Even though Satan isthe god d thisworld, he does not have power over God.

Godthe Father, the Son,andthe Holy Spirit “have supreme authority” over al creaion.This
is the same God (the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit), that make their abode in Christians. In
John14:23, Jesus said, “...1f a man love me, he will kegp my words: and my Father will | ove
him, and wewill come unto him, and make our abodewith him.” (Did you ndicethe mndtion
Jesus made with this promise “...1f a man love me, he will kegp my words...”).

When Jesus oketo Hisdisciplesin John 1423,He only mentioned the Father andHimself
making their abode in Christians. What abou the Holy Spirit? The Holy Spirit is God also with the
Father andthe Son.In 1John 57 it tellsus, “ For thereare threethat bear record in heaven, the
Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and thesethree are one.” God isthreePersonsin ore
God. They are dways in total agreement with ead ather. That is what it means by being ore.
Therefore, the Holy Spirit is also in every Christian from the day they are born again of the Word
of God and the Holy Spirit (John 36, 1 Peter 1:23).

Itisimportant to uncerstandthe Holy Spirit. Eventhoughthe Holy Spirit isin every Christian
fromtheday they wereborn again, thereis gill something that Christiansmust dofor theHoly Spirit
to work in their lives. That is made dea by Jesus in Acts 1:4,5,8, where it says, “And, being
assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem,
but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me...For John truly



baptized with water; but ye shall bebaptized with theHoly Ghost not many dayshence.. But
ye shall receave power, after that the Holy Ghost iscome upon you: and ye shall be withesses
untomeboth in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto theuttermost part of
the earth.”

Why is it so important that Christians recave the Baptism in the Holy Spirit? There ae
multit udes of reasonsfor recaving the Baptism in the Holy Spirit. But, of the moreimportant ones,
thereis, (1) recave the power that we need over the works of the Devil (Acts 1:8). There s, (2)
communicaionwith Godthrough theHoly Spirit (1 Cor. 14:2). Thereis, (3) being“led by theHoly
Spirit” (Rom. 8:14). Thereis, (4) “being taught by the Holy Spirit” (John 1426,16:13; 1 John
2:27). Besides these, it isthe Holy Spirit that controls al the “gifts of the Spirit” (1 Cor. 127-11).
All of the fruit of the Spirit operate by the &ility of the Holy Spirit working in ou lives (Gal.
5:22,23.

How can wewalk after the Spirit if we do nd permit the Holy Spirit tolead, guide, comfort,
help, andteat us? To please God,we must take alvantage of al that God hesto dff er usinthe New
Covenant. We need the Holy Spirit to walk after the Spirit, andto kegy upour fell owship with the
Father and the Son.

There are many things in the New Covenant that were not avail able to those in the Old
Testament. These ae very important to Christians. We nead al that God hes provided for us. We
need Godin ou livesat all times. We canna be doers of the Word withou having fell owship with
the Father and the Son.

Our fellowship with the Father and the Sonis questionable withou the Holy Spirit making
al things possble by His ability and paver. The Holy Spirit is the power of God that brings into
manifestation the Word of God.

It wasthe Holy Spirit that made it possblefor Mary to become the mother of Jesus. Withou
the Holy Spirit, Jesus could na come into thisworld, “born of avirgin.” It isthe Holy Spirit that
causes us to become dhildren of God through the New Birth, when we are “born agan of the
Spirit” (John 113,36).

From Genesis 1:2 on,throughou the whole Bible the Holy Spirit caused the manifestation
of the Word of God.If we desirethe Word of God to manifest in our lives, we need the help of the
Holy Spirit.

Therefore, it isimportant to uncerstand how to “walk in the Light as the Father andthe Son
areinthelLight” (1 John 15-7). If wefail towalk in the Light, we will automaticdly bewalkingin
darkness If wewalk in darkness the Blood d Jesus Christ canna cleanse us from all sin.

Towak in the Light, we must walk acording to the Word of God. Withou the Holy Spirit
we do nd have the aility to walk acording to the Word of God.

Aswestudy theremaining chaptersof 1 John,wewill understandtheneed for the Holy Spirit
totead usall things. It saysin 1John 227," But the anointing which ye have received of him
abideth in you, and ye neal not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth
you of all things, and istruth, and isnolie, and even asit hath taught you, ye shall abidein
him.”

When we aebaptized intheHoly Spirit, werecave* theanointing” of theHoly Spirit. Just
like Jesus receved the anointing of the Holy Spirit when He was baptized with the Holy Spirit.

It is by the anainting within us, that the Holy Spirit can tead us all things. Knowing and



understanding all things, will help us to maintain ou fellowship with the Father and the Son.
Maintaining our fellowship will cleanse us of al sin. Asit saysin 1John 17,“But if wewalk in
thelight, as heisin thelight, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus
Christ his Son cleanseth usfrom all sin.”

The Apastle Paul, writing to the Galatians to corred error that had come into the Church a
Galatia, said in Galatians 5:25,“ If welivein the Spirit, let usalso walk in the Spirit.” To walk
in the Spirit, we must be “Led by the Holy Spirit.” Christians need the Holy Spirit astheir Teader,
Guide, Helper, Leaer, and Comforter at al times.

We canna walk after the Spirit unlesswe have full confidencein the Holy Spirit working
inou livesdaily, in everythingwe do.We canna have coonfidencein ouselves, or our ability to do
whatsoever the LORD hascadl ed usto do.That would be “walking after theflesh.” In Galatians5:24
Paul wrote, “...they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affedions and lusts.”

It saysin Matthew 16:24," Then said Jesusunto hisdisciples, If any man will come after
me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross and follow me.” Christians cannot prefer
themselves before others and exped the Holy Spirit to work in their lives the way He worked in
Jesus' life.

Jesus denied Himself and pu othersbefore Him. In Matthew 14:14-36, it tell s of Jesus, how
He denied Himself to help athers. “J esuswent forth, and saw a great multitude, and was moved
with compasson toward them, and he healed their sick” (Matt. 1414). Thenit tellsus, “And
when it was evening, his disciples cameto him, saying, Thisisa desert place and thetimeis
now past; send the multitude away, that they may gointo the vill ages, and buy themselves
victuals’ (Matt. 1415). At that time, Jesus fed “...about five thousand men, beside women and
children” (Matt. 1421).

Then in Matthew 14:22,23it tells us, “ And straightway Jesus constrained his disciples
to get into a ship, and to gobefore him unto the other side, while he sent the multitudes
away..And when hehad sent the multitudesaway, he went up into amountain apart to pray:
and when the evening was come, hewastherealone.” In Matthew 14:25it tellsus, “And in the
fourth watch of the night Jesus went unto them, walking on the sea.”

Asyoureal thewhale acourt of thisin Matthew, Chapter Fourteen, youwill seethat Jesus
was more aoncerned abou others than Hewas abou Himself. Jesus always preferred athers before
Himself. Jesus denied Himself to help athers.

Godislove “agape” (1 John 48). Thetrue “agape” love of Godawayslooksuponthe needs
of others before themselves. In 1 Corinthians 13:5, it tells us that “agape” love “ seeketh not her
own.” That means “agape” love is nat “selfish.” Selfish means, “too much concerned with ore's
own welfare or interests and having littl e or no concern for others.” Thisisthe love of Godthat is
poued ou into the heats of al of those who are born again Christians.

Christians must walk in the “agape” love of God if they are “to walk in the Light as the
Father and the Son are in the light.” We canot have fellowship with the Father and the Son
withou walking in “agape” love.

Withou faith, we caana please God (Heb. 1038, 116). Faith works by love (Gal. 5:6). In
everything God asks usto do,He gives usthe aility to doit. God rever asks usto doanything He
would na do Himself.

Themain reason God asks usto dothings, isbecaise Godislooking for those few who will



deny themselves to become like Jesus, in everything they do. Jesus is God with the Father and the
Holy Spirit. God rever asks usto doanything Heis not willi ng to doHimself.

In heaven, everyonewill prefer othersbeforethemselves, just asGodthe Father, the Son,and
the Holy Spirit prefer others before themselves. Those who are unwilli ng to prefer others before
themselves may not be in heaven. For it saysin 2 Peter 3:13," Neverthelesswe, according to his
promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness”

Righteousness isdoing thingstheway God daesthings. If wewant to bein heaven after we
leavethiseath, wemust leanto dothingstheway God daesthings. Then, be doers of theWord and
not heaersonly.

Jesus, being God with the Father and the Holy Spirit, humbled Himself and becanemanin
the flesh. Jesus becane aservant unto man, that He could deli ver man from the works of the Devil .

After Jesusdid al that He auld to set mankind freeof the works of the Devil, He ascended
into the hearensto be with the Father. Then He sent the Holy Spirit to carry out the works of God
here on eath.

Now, it isthe Holy Spirit working in andthrough thasewhowill deny themselvesand keled
by the Holy Spirit in everything they do. Christians neel to pray in the Spirit hous a day. Keep
studying the Scripturesto knaw the truth, and nd be taken in by the teatings of men.

The Holy Spirit will dowhatsoever is needed to be done, when Christians do their part by
praying in the Spirit and studying the Scriptures dail y. For the most part, Christians are looking to
others, trying to dowhat others sy to do.They are nat trusting in the Holy Spirit to dowhat the
Father and the Son have sent Him down here on eath to do.

We canna dotheworksthat Jesus did withou the Holy Spirit working in usandthrough us
in everything we do. In Phili ppians 2:13it says, “ For it isGod which worketh in you both to will
and todo of hisgoad pleasure.” Why are Christians making it so hard for the Holy Spirit, that the
Holy Spirit “must work” to make us willi ng to do the will of God here on eath? The Holy Spirit
must become our Helper, Guide, Teater, Comforter, and Lealer in everything we do.

Many Christians are sitting badk, waiting for God to dosomething in their lives. God has
drealy dore dl that Heis going to doin the lives of Christians. Now, it isupto Christiansto do
what God asked them to do.

For moreinformation on“Walk in the Light,” Get the next part of this sries.

Go to ou Web sites at:

www.handsforjesus.cc
www.handsforjesus.org

Download all thefreebooksyou desire. They will help youto knov how towalk inthe Light
and dothe works that God desires for youto do.



