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Introduction

ThisisPart 2 of aseriesof Mini-Bookson* The Wilderness” Aswe study the Scriptures,
we must seethings the way God sees things (from God s paint of view). Too dten Christianslook
at thingsfrom man’spoaint of view, and rever seethetruth which isreveded by the Holy Spirit from
God' s paint of view.

In 1 Corinthians 2:11-14, it says, “ For what man knoweth thethings of a man, savethe
spirit of man which isin him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of
God...Now we have receved, not the spirit of theworld, but the spirit which isof God; that we
might know thethingsthat are freely given to usof God...Which things also we speak, not in
the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing
spiritual thingswith spiritual...But the natural man receveth not the things of the Spirit of
God: for they are fodishnessunto him: neither can heknow them, becausethey are spiritually
discermed.” God's paint of view isreveded to us by the Holy Spirit, na by man’s wisdom. Only
God knowsthetruth of all things. If wewant to know thetruth, it must berevededto usby the Holy
Spirit.

God seesthings from adiff erent point of view than man seesthings. If we want to knaw the
truth, we must see things from God's point of view. We must consider “the end from the
beginning,” when we seach the Scriptures.

If we do nd understand “types and shadows,” we will never understand the Word of God.
Much of thetruth of the Word of Godisreveded to usin “typesand shadows.” Jesus used parables
to tead the truth many times. If we do nd understand “ symbalic and figurative language” we will
never know the truth of the written Word of God. All of this is important to understand the
Scriptures, and get to know the truth from the Scriptures.



From Egypt to the Promised Land

We seewhat happened “inthe natura” in the Old Testament. Many times these were “types
and shadows” (which are similar to prophetic words) of things that “are now happening in the
spiritual redm” in the New Covenant. In the New Covenant, we must understand spiritual things.
Unlesswe see and undbrstand thingsin the spiritual redm, we could missthe important revelation
of the Word of God that can help usto oltain what God hes planned for us.

InPart 1 of “ The Wilderness” wewent over the deli veranceof the Children of Israd from
Egypt, acdossthe Red Seainto the wilderness How that the LORD set them free of their past
bondige of slavery in Egypt. There in the wilderness the LORD wanted them to enter into the
promised land.

The Children of Israd werefreeof their past, bu they still had na entered into the promised
land. They were receving al the evidenceof the faithfulnessof the LORD to take cae of al their
neels. They were encouraged by thewords gpoken to them through Mosesand Aaron. The promised
land was before them. They were told what to do,but they refused to obey the LORD. They did na
mix faith with the Word spoken to them (Heb. 4:2). They were not willi ngto goinandtaketheland.

The LORD had Moses snd ou twelve spiesinto theland d promise. These werethe dders
of the tribes, ore from ead tribe. In Numbers 13:3 it says, “all those men were heads of the
children of Israel.” When they returned, they said “... surely it floweth with milk and honey; and
thisisthefruit of it” (Num. 1327).

But, they did na mix faith with the Word the LORD had spoken to them. They said,
“Neverthelessthe people be strong that dwell in theland, and the dties are walled, and very
great: and moreover we saw the dildren of Anak there...Webenot ableto goup aganst the
people; for they are stronger than we” (Num. 1328,3]). Thenthey added, “...we saw the giants,
thesonsof Anak, which comeof thegiants. and wewerein our own sight asgrasshoppers, and
so wewerein their sight” (Num. 1333).

Asit continuesin Numbers14:1-4, it says, “ And all the congregation lifted up their voice
and cried; and the peoplewept that night... And all the dildren of Israel murmured aganst
Mosesand aganst Aaron: and thewhole mngregation said untothem, Would God that wehad
died in theland of Egypt! or would God we had died in thiswildernesd...And wherefore hath
the LORD brought us unto thisland, to fall by the sword, that our wives and our children
should beaprey?wereit not better for ustoreturninto Egypt?.. And they said oneto another,
Let usmakeacaptain, and let usreturn into Egypt.” The Children of Israd li stened to thereport
of ten of the dderswhom they respeded asleadersandrulersover their tribes. The Chil dren of Israd
did nat listen to Joshua and Caleb, who were listening to the Word of the LORD that was gpoken
to them. In Numbers 14:22-24t says, “ Because all those men which haveseen my glory, and my
miracles, which | did in Egypt and in the wilderness and have tempted me now these ten
times, and have not hearkened to my voice..Surely they shall not seethe land which | sware
unto their fathers, neither shall any of them that provoked me seeit...But my servant Caleb,
because he had another spirit with him, and hath followed me fully, him will 1 bringintothe
land whereinto he went; and his sal shall possssit.”

Many Apastles, Prophets, Teaders, Evangelists, and Pastors today, have seen the mirades
and signs and wonders the LORD is doing today. Yet, they are still walking after the flesh and
encouraging othersto walk after the flesh and na after the Spirit? Many of these ae lealing other
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Christianstofoll ow intheir footsteps, trusting in theworld system, andthe things of thisworld more
than in the LORD.

Many leadersin the dhurchestoday still | ove the world more than the LORD. Who arethey
following? Are they blind leaders of the blind (Matt. 15:14)? Arethese still walking after the flesh
insteal of after the Spirit? Will t hese who lead athersto walk after the flesh inherit the kingdom of
God? It does not look that way in the New Covenant. It looks more like they could die in the
wil derness along with those who foll ow them.

Wisdom will tell us nat to follow those who are walking after the flesh and nd after the
Spirit. Christians nead to be caeful whothey listen to. They need the discerning of spirits operating
in their lives every day. They need to repent from foll owing those who are not teading faith, and
walking after the Spirit. The Scripturestell us, “ Thejust shall li veby faith” (Rom. 1:17; Gal. 3:11;
Heb. 1038). It also tellsus, “If welivein the Spirit, let usalso walk in the Spirit” (Gal. 5:25).

Many in the Churches today are not willi ng to overcome the temptations of the enemy. In
Revelations 3:3-5 it says, “ Remember therefore how thou hast recaved and heard, and hold
fast, and repent. I f therefore thou shalt not watch, | will comeon theeasathief, and thou shalt
not know what hour I will comeupon thee..Thou hast afew nameseven in Sardiswhich have
not defiled their gar ments; and they shall walk with mein white: for they are worthy...Hethat
overcometh, the same shall be dothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out
of thebook of life, but I will confesshisnamebefore my Father, and before hisangels.” If there
were only afew in the dhurch in Sardis that would na have their names blotted ou of the Book d
Life, what abou the rest in the Church of Sardis? What will happen to them?

Godis rious abou what He tell s usin His Word. His Word was ttled in heaven even
before man was creaed. God daes not change. Therefore, we must change and agreewith God, nd
with those who dsagreewith God.

For Christianstoday, the promised landisbefore us. The promised landiseternity in heaven
forever and ever. But, we ae still here in this world. In “type and shadow,” we ae still i n the
wilderness preparing to enter into the promised land. Will we be faithful and dowhat the LORD
sent usto dd?

We have the promise of the LORD of eternal lifein heaven. But, to enter into the promise
of eternity in heaven “we must overcome the works of darknessin ou lives.” We must not refuse
to obey the LORD ac®rding to the written Word. We caana continue to go against theinstructions
of the LORD.

In 1John 215-17it says, “Love not theworld, neither thethingsthat are in theworld.
If any man lovetheworld, thelove of the Fatherisnot in him...For all that isin theworld, the
lust of theflesh, and thelust of the eyes, and theprideof life, isnot of the Father, but isof the
world...And theworld passth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God
abideth for ever.”

Do Christians today love the world more than they love the LORD? Are they like the
Children of Israd, wanting to enjoy thedaysin Egypt, over obeying the LORD? The memory of our
past lifeinthisworld shoud na keep usfrom obeying the LORD and owercoming theworld andthe
thingsin the world.

In the New Covenant, we have even agreaer promise than the Children o Israd. We have
been given the promise of the Holy Spirit, to beour Helper, Guide, Comforter, Leader, and Teader.
All of the powers of heaven are & our disposal to be used against the powers of darkness The Devil
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no longer has power over Christians who oley the Written Word of God.

The Devil is gill adevil. He has many demons working for him in the spiritual redm. But,
Christians have been promised the help of the Holy Spirit to know and understand spiritual things.
Why are Christians not taking advantage of all that God hes provided for usin the New Covenant?
Why are not Christians today being taught by the Holy Spirit, and led by the Holy Spirit? Why are
so many Christianstoday, foll owing the teadings of menwhen God has promised usthe Holy Spirit
to teat usal things?

In 1John 227it says, “ But theanointing which ye have receved of him abideth in you,
and ye nedl not that any man teach you: but asthe same anointing teacheth you of all things,
and istruth, and isno lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him.” Have not
Christiansread this Word from the LORD? Or isit that their eyes are dready blinded by thegod d
thisworld that they do nd beli eve the written Word?

How are Christians going to enter into eternity if they do nd obey the Word of God? Satan
isaliar. Hewasaliar from the beginning (John 844). Christians need to dowhat the Scriptures sy
they shoud do.

In 2 Timothy 2:15it says, “ Study to shew thyself approved unto God, aworkman that
neadeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing theword of truth.” Thisisnot just for afew. This
isfor every Christian. We ae dl to study the Scriptures. We ae dl to dowhat Jesus sid in John
8:31,32,"If ye continuein my word, then are ye my disciplesindeel...And ye shall know the
truth, and thetruth shall makeyou free.”

It saysin Hebrews 8:10,“...1 will put my lawsinto their mind, and write them in their
hearts: and | will betothem a God, and they shall beto me a people.” Godis apersona God
to every one of His Children. God awayswanted to be aGodto His Children. Godislimited by the
resporse He gets from those whom He wants to have apersonal relationship and fell owship with.
If Christians do nd respondto the leading, guiding, helping, comforting, and teading of the Holy
Spirit, God can na do anything for them.

IntheNew Birth, God dvellsinevery individual Christian. But, we must dowhat we aetold
to doin the New Covenant, otherwise God “will not bea Godto us,” and“wewill not be a people
unto God.” Christians neeal to get very serious with God, and “study the Scriptures’ to know the
Truth.

There aremany fal se prophetsandfal seteadiersamong the Churchestoday. If Christiansdo
not “try the spirits,” how will they “know the Truth” We must “try the spirits’ acoording to the
written Word (1 John 41).

Aswe study the Scriptures and try the spirits, God will tead usall things. As Jesus sid in
John 645," 1t iswritten in the prophets, And they shall beall taught of God...” God Himself,
wants to tead His Children. Thisis what 1 John 227 istelling us. By the anointing of the Holy
Spirit within us, God will tead us all things. When God teades us all things, we will know the
truth, andwewill be eleto”“walk inthelight asGod isin thelight” In 1John 15-7 it says, “ This
then isthe message which we have heard of him, and dedare unto you, that God islight, and
inhimisnodarknessat all...If wesay that we havefell owship with him, and walk in darkness
welie, and donot thetruth...But if wewalk in thelight, asheisin thelight, we havefellowship
one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth usfrom all sin.”

Had the Children of Israd paid attention to all that the LORD had dore for them from the
time Moses and Aaron came to them with the message the LORD gave them, they shoud have
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known that God can doall things, and ndhing isimpaossble for God.

The Children of Israd continued to “walk by sight,” even after al the mighty works the
LORD did against Pharaoh and hs dave masters. The LORD proteded the Children of Israd, yet
they still did na mix “faithin God’ with the Word spoken urto them. Hebrews 4:2 says, “ For unto
uswasthegospel preached, aswell asunto them: but theword preached did not profit them,
not being mixed with faith in them that heard it.”

For Christians today, we ae born again o the Spirit and the Word. God is our true Father
(John 3:6; 1 Peter 1:23). We aein Christ Jesus. Christ dwellsin us. God hes delivered us from the
powers of Satan andtranslated usinto the kingdom of His Son (Col. 1:13). We aein Christ, and no
longer in Adam (1 Cor. 1522). We ae nolonger in the flesh, bu in the Spirit (Rom. 8:9). We ae
anew Creaurein Christ Jesus (2 Cor. 5:17). We have power over al the works of the enemy (Luke
10:19).

For thosewho have obeyed the LORD, andreceved the Baptism inthe Holy Spirit, they can
walk in the same power that Jesus walked in (John 1412). They can cast out devils, hed the sick,
andraisethedead (Mark 16:16-18).

For thasewho have nat receved the Baptism inthe Holy Spirit, they need to obey the LORD
and recave the same power that Jesus receved when He was Baptized in the Holy Spirit following
His water baptism by Johnthe Baptist (Matt. 3:16).

Jesus receaved the Holy Spirit at abou the age of thirty. Acts 10:38 says, “How God
anointed Jesusof Nazareth with theHoly Ghost and with power: who went about doing goal,
and healing al that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him.” At that same time,
Jesus also was anointed acarding to the Scriptureswritten inthe Book o Isaiah. Jesusread in Luke
4:18,19, The Spirit of theL ord isupon me, because he hath anointed meto preach thegospel
tothepoor; he hath sent meto heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliveranceto the aptives,
and recovering o sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised...To preach the
acceptableyear of theLord.”

In Acts 1:8 Jesus said, “But ye shall recave power, after that the Holy Ghost is come
upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the erth.” This is the same anointing that Jesus
recived. This ssame anainting is in every born again Christian who hes obeyed the LORD and
recaved the Baptism in the Holy Spirit, with the power to be awitnessunto Jesus.

Now that we ae Children of God, and Sons of God, we must obey the LORD and dothe
works that He has snt usto do.Jesus said in John 1718,“ Asthou hast sent meinto theworld,
even so havel also sent them into theworld.” This Jesus $oketo Godthe Father. Thenin John
20:21,Jesus said to Hisdisciples®... Peacebeunto you: asmy Father hath sent me, even so send
| you.”

To al who will believe the words that Jesus goke, and that which is written in the
Scriptures, if they will dotheworksthat Jesus said to do,they will enter into heavenwhenthey leave
thiseath. But, to thase who do nd obey the LORD, it isquestionable & to what their outcome will
be.

In Revelation, Chapters Two and Threewe aetold that “we must overcome” the works of
darkness Will webe anongthosewho havenat defil ed ou garments? Will we be anongthasewho
overcome? Will Jesus confessour name before His Father? Will our name still be written in the
Book d Lifewhen we leave thiseath? It has alot to dowith what we do abou obeying the Holy
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Spirit.

Wemust be“taught by theHoly Spirit.” We caana rely upontheteadingsof men. It tells
usin 1 Timothy 4:1,2,“ Now the Spirit speaketh expresdy, that in the latter times ome shall
depart from thefaith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils...Speaking lies
in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron.” Many have departed from the
faith. We aelivinginthelater timeswhen thisis happening al around 1. We caana be apartaker
of their deads. In Galatians 1:8,9it says, “ But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any
other gaspel unto you than that which we havepreached unto you, let him beaccursed.. Aswe
said before, so say | now agan, If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that yehave
recaved, let him beaccursed.” Asyouwill natice the Apostle Paul repeaed thistwice, to be sure
we unckerstand. We must be taught by God, nd by angels, or any other who may come with ancther
gospel, other than that which Paul preaded.

Multitudes of the Children o Israd came out of Egypt when the LORD sent Moses and
Aaronto bring them out of bondage. But, those over twenty did na enter into the promised land,
becaisethey would na obey the LORD. How many Christianstoday will obey the LORD and enter
into heaven? How many born again Christians today, will have their names blotted ou of the Book
of Life, because they did na overcome the works of the Devil ? We must overcome, if we want to
enter into eternity with God.

In John 33 Jesus said, “ Verily, verily, | say unto theg Except a man beborn agan, he
cannot seethekingdom of God.” Theword “se€’ isasymbalic word used figuratively, meaning
“know or understand.” Therefore, we must beacome born again “before we @an understand the
kingdam of God.” Theword “born” means “to come into existence, by some means.”

Then in John 35 Jesus said, “ Verily, verily, | say unto thee Except a man be born of
water and of the Spirit, he @nnot enter into the kingdom of God.” The Word “water” is
symbalic, meaning “the Word of God.” Thisis made clea by 1 Peter 1:23 which says, “Being
born agan, not of corr uptible seal, but of incorr uptible, by theword of God, which liveth and
abideth for ever.”

In John 36, Jesus sid, “ That which isborn of theflesh isflesh; and that which isborn
of the Spirit is irit.”

Thewords “born of the Spirit” in John 36 pertain to the Holy Spirit. Therefore, we must
be barn of God, to enter into the Kingdom of God. In John 113t says, “W hich wereborn, not of
blood, nor of thewill of theflesh, nor of thewill of man, but of God.” Thosewho are nat born
of Godarestill i ntheflesh (born of theflesh). The physicd body, whichisborn of the flesh ismade
up d physicd substances (the dements of the eath).

The spiritual body of aborn again Christian is made up entirely of a “spiritual substance”
The substanceof the spiritual body isthat of “the Word of God,” asit saysin 1Peter 1:23,“Being
born agan, not of corr uptible seal, but of incorr uptible, by theword of God, which liveth and
abideth for ever.” TheHoly Spirit caused ou spiritual birth into aspiritual body (in Christ Jesus).
Christ isthe head of the body and we ae members of His Body.

In 1 Corinthians 15:44, spe&king of which body are the dead areraised upin, it says, “It is
sown a natural body; it israised a spiritual body. There is a natural body, and thereis a
spiritual body.” This confirmstwo bodes, anatural body of flesh and bores and a spiritual body
of “spirit.”

Aswe @ntinueonin 1 Corinthians 15:45,46we will better understand these two bodes. It
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says, “And so it iswritten, The first man Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam was
made a quickening spirit...Howbeit that was not first which is giritual, but that which is
natural; and afterward that which is iritual.” Notice that the first man, Adam, “was not
spiritual.” Be caeful of the teadings of men that say Adam was iritual. We must get our
information from the cwmplete Bible, na just a few words or statements in some places. The
complete Bible givesusthe completetruth. Do na foll ow theteadings of men, foll ow theteading
of the Holy Spirit Who inspired the writi ng of the Word of God.

Thenin 1Corinthians 15:47-50it says, “ Thefirst man isof the earth, earthy: the second
manisthelL ord from heaven.. Asisthe erthy, such are they alsothat are earthy: and asisthe
heavenly, such are they alsothat are heavenly...And aswe havebornetheimage of the erthy,
we shall also bear the image of the heavenly...Now this | say, brethren, that flesh and blood
cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corr uption inherit incorr uption.”

Jesus Christ, Who becane the Son d Man, banin the flesh of awoman, is*the Word of
God” (John 11,2). When we become born again of the Word and the Spirit, we enter into a new
birth “in Christ Jesus.” We ae delivered from the powers of darkness and translated into the
kingdom of God's Son (Col. 1:13). Thisis a new beginning for Christians. Like the Children of
Israd, when they crossed the Red Seq their old life was behind them and their oppatunity to enter
into the promised land was before them. But, they were still i n the wil dernessbeing instructed by
the LORD. Therewas anew life éhead for them. A new way of living, “by the Word of God.” In
Deuteronamy 8:3it says, “ And hehumbled thee and suffered theeto hunger, and fed theewith
manna, which thou knewest not, neither did thy fathersknow; that he might maketheeknow
that man doth not live by bread only, but by every word that proceealeth out of the mouth of
the LORD doth man live.”

For Christians, the new birth isanew beginning. The old lifein the flesh and the ways of the
flesh shoud be overcome, andwe shoud enter into anew way of living by the Word of God.” The
old way of living wasacmrding to theflesh. Our new way of living shoud be acordingto the Word
of God, led by the Holy Spirit.

Like the Children of Israd after they crossed the Red Sea they neaded to make a doice
between going badk to their old way of living in Egypt or moving onin their new way of living by
the Word of God. Thase over twenty, who would na obey the LORD did na make it into the
promised land. Even many whowere under twenty did na enter into the promised land, for they did
not obey the LORD by the words gpoken to them whil e in the wil derness

For Christians, John 35 says, “...Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he
cannot enter into the kingdom of God.” This means, once we are born again, we must then,
“...enter into thekingdom of God.” The words “kingdom of God” mean “reign of God.” Now
the questionis, whowill reignin ou lives, the Devil, whoisthe god d thisworld o God?

Galatians6:7,8says, “ Benot deceved; God isnot mocked: for whatsoever aman soweth,
that shall healso reap...For hethat soweth to hisflesh shall of theflesh reap corr uption; but
hethat soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.” The fleshisthat which we
werein before we were born again. The Spirit is that which we aein after we ae born again.

If we go badk, and sow to theflesh, we will regp corruption. If we go forward and sow to the
Spirit we will reg life everlasting. Corruption is the oppasite of life everlasting. The flesh is
oppasite of the Spirit. Galatians 5:16,17says, “ This | say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall
not fulfil thelust of theflesh...For theflesh lusteth against the Spirit, and theSpirit aganstthe
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flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye annot do the things that ye
would.”

Foll owing the aossng of the Red Sea and keing in the wil dernessthe LORD tried to teadh
them the ways of God. The Children o Israd did na obey the LORD. Multitudes of the Children
of Israd died inthewil derness They did na enter into the promised land. The Passover, the Exodus,
the crossng of the Red Seadid na guaranteethem their entrance into the promised land. Only
obedienceto the LORD by the words gpoken to them could get them into the promised land.

Many Christianstoday, have been hlinded by thegod d thisworld andtheteadings of men,
concerning the promise of eternal lifein heaven. Christians must obey the LORD and the leading
andteading of the Holy Spirit to enter into heaven.

The whole New Covenant is awhale new way of living, We must walk by faith, asit says
in Romans 1:16,17,“ For | am not ashamed of the gaspel of Christ: for it isthe power of God
unto salvation to every onethat believeth; tothe Jew first, and also to the Greek...For therein
isthe righteousnessof God revealed from faith to faith: asit iswritten, Thejust shall li ve by
faith.”

We must not be ashamed of the gospel of Christ, which isthe good rews of what God hes
dorefor us. It isnat what we can do d our own ability. It iswhat God hasdorefor usby His abilit y.

We could na save ourselves. Therefore, God provided salvation for us by what He did for
usin Christ Jesus. We must put our faith in the Word of God, which He has given us. The written
Word of Godrevedsto uswhat God has dore for us. We must apply our faith in the Word of God
that isgiven to usin the Bible.

The Children of Israd did nd mix faith with the word that was goken to them. Therefore,
many of them did na enter into the promised land.

God has promised usthat we can inherit eterna lifein heaven, if wewill believe dl that He
hasreveded to usin thewritten Word of God. Wemust go “from faith to faith,” urtil weleanto
“live by faith.”

Asbabesin Christ, we start with the milk of the Word. Aswegrow infaith, we become ale
to ea the mea of the Word, whereby we can live by faith.

Let usnot belikethe Children of Israd, after seangand knaving all that the LORD had dore
for them, they still wanted to go badk to their old way of living. Hebrews 10:38 says, “ Now thejust
shall live by faith: but if any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him.” Let us
be sure that Godis pleased in us by living by faith, and nd by sight.

For more information onthis subjed get the foll owing parts to this mini-book series. Y ou
can davnload all these freeBooks from our Web sites at:

www.handsforjesus.cc www.handsforjesus.org



